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1. The concept of Bahujan Literature
was born to highlight the need to
explore the socio-cultural foundation

of the liberation and unity of Bahujans.
It is the literature of and about the
people who are victims of exploitation
and oppression of all kinds (Pramod
Ranjan, 2014 & 2016)

2. Dalit literature has a distinct identity
and at its root is the philosophy of
Jotirao Phule, Ambedkar, Buddha,
and Kabir-Ravidas. Opposing the
Varna system and untouchability is its
underlying ideology (Kanwal Bharati,
2016)

3. In today India, the key deprived
communities are women, SCs, STs,
OBCs, DNTs and all Pasmanda
religious minorities. The concept of
Bahujan literature is concerned
equally about the travails of each of
these communities and believes that
the reasons for the exploitation of each
are more or less the same. And if these
reasons are to be described in one
word, that has to be Manuvad (Kostka
and Ranjan, 2016).

4. This expression of Bahujan to
Kanshiram literally means the
community of those who are in great

numbers, in a majority (Jefferlot, 1998)
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Insider
- Dr. M. Koteswar Rao, Associate Professor, Dept of English, Krishna University, Machilipatnam.

Translator’s Note :

The significance of English language is seen
intwo ways. Firstly, English language before
globalisation and secondly, English language
after globalization. The policies of globalization,
LPG policies, increase the importance of En-
glish language which persists to grow into by
leaps and bounds in 21% century. Inthe era of
post colonization English language has occu-
pied significant role in non-European countries
ingeneral and in India in particular. It has been
acting as a lingua Franka and opened the doors
to regional languages to interact with English
language and to interact with one another. Since
1980s translation from one language to another
and translation from regional languages to En-
glish language increased across the world par-
ticularly in India. Since 2000, higher educational
institutions started departments of translation
studies to give impetus to Indian regional lit-
eratures to be translated into English language.
As English readers are being increased day by
day in India government and non-governmen-
tal organizations across the country have been
encouraging translations fromregional literatures
into English to make the regional literatures
available and accessible to all in English. Due
to the lack writing skills in English language the
regional writers confine themselves only to their
regional literature (s). English language plays
pivotal role in making the regional literatures to
be available to the English readers and make
the regional writers to be knownto English read-
ers throughout the world. Furthermore, as En-
glish language is a liberating force, it allows re-
gional writers to get greater popularity and to

110

interact and communicate with wider English
speaking and reading audience from all cor-
ners of the world. Infact, expression of an idea
or writing in regional language/mother tongue
is very powerful than writing/expression of an
idea inany other or foreign language. But, re-
gional languages have great many limitations in
reaching recognition in national and international
platforms. Therefore, regional writers are un-
able to get name and fame in literary circles of
the world.

Since there are great many cultural and lin-
guistic differences between Indian regional lan-
guages and English language, translation of any
literary work of art from source language into
target language is tough and difficult task.
McGuire writes: “Language and culture are so
inextricably interlinked that no language can
exist unless it is steeped in the context of cul-
ture; and no culture can exist which does not
have at its centre, the structure of natural lan-
guage.” (McGuire: 1980, 13). Thus, translation
is not simply translating literary work ofart from
source language into target language but it is a
trans-cultural activity which is translation of a
literary work of art by involving the two cul-
tures: source language culture and the target
language culture. Translators face aplenty of
difficulties while translating literary work of art
from the source language into the English.
Native modes of idiomatic expressions, cer-
tain distinctive expressions related to culture in
regional languages may not/cannot be translated
from the source language into the target lan-
guage i.e., English. Further, a great manywords
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representing tradition, sob-culture, and custom
in regional languages cannot be translatable
since there are no equivalent words in the tar-
get language. Sheela Reddy says “reading In-
dian literature in English translation is a bit like
eating Puri with a fork and knife.” (Outlook,
Feb.25, 2002, 58). The Kannada writer U.R.
Ananthamurthy remarks that “the better a writer
is in a regional language; the harder he is to
translate into target language (English)” (out-
look, 59). When translator cannot translate a
text from source language into target language
the translator should protect the intent of the
source text information. This usually takes place
when Native modes of idiomatic expressions,
certain distinctive expressions related to cul-
ture inregional languages are used in the source
text. Since the responsibility of the translator
here is to safeguard the intent of the work of
art, a relevant and equivalent word or expres-
sion or sentence has to be chosen to serve the
purpose the source text and translation.

Inany language there are different varieties
of dialects. In regional languages in India there
are sub-regional and social/caste dialects within
the same language. Translation of literary work
of art depends on the translator’s command of
that particular dialect in regional language (s).
The literary works of art that are brought out in
elite/accepted regional language/dialect is less
difficult to translate into target language than the
literary works of art that are written in social/
caste dialects. If the culture concerning the
social/caste is more embedded in the literary
works ofart, then the translation of that literary
work (s) of art becomes more and more prob-
lematic. Thus, understanding the regional and
social/caste dialects, its idiomatic expressions
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play pivotal role in translation of literary works
ofart from source language into target language.
Until the year 2000 regional writers were mak-
ing use of accepted regional dialect in their lit-
erary works of art. However, with the advent
of regionalism the writers have been making use
of their own or social/caste dialect in their writ-
ings. Now making use of regional or social/caste
dialects is very common and has become a fash-
ion in the era of Existentialism and globaliza-
tion. There isa big challenge in the field of trans-
lation when translating a literary work of art
which is written in regional or social/caste dia-
lect, from source language into target language.
Here the translator has to solve the problem. It
depends on how the translator is to treat the
social/caste dialect when translating the text.
This is in fact a real and additional problem to
the translators when translating source language
texts, written in regional or social/caste dialects,
into target language (s). Therefore, the transla-
tor translates the words regarding the social
dialect into an equivalent dialect in the target
language when he faces difficulty in choosing
the right word.

Translation fromsource languages, regional
languages (L1), into English language erase
boarders among the regional literatures and lan-
guages. It paves the way to establish the rela-
tionship between regional languages and the
target languages. Likewise, it initiates a plat-
form for all oppressed, suppressed, and ex-
ploited groups. The English language unifies
diverse regional cultures and its languages. Ac-
cording to Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar, the ar-
chitect of modern India, “there are only two
countries. Firstly, there is a touchable India, and
secondly there is an untouchable India.”
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(B. R. Ambedkar : 2016) As far as Baba
saheb’s definition of countries is concerned
there are two cultures in India. One is the ex-
ploited/oppressed, and the other is exploiter’s/
oppressor’s culture. Hence, there isa great deal
of gulf between the two cultures. It is the trans-
lation that fills this gulf. It is the translation of
Dalit/exploited literary work of art from source
language into target language unites all op-
pressed groups in India. It is the translation that
gives strength to Dalit literature and its move-
ment and intensifies the movement of human
rights. Dalit literature fights for Liberty, Equal-
ity, and Fraternity. It is the translation of Dalit
literature into English brings all oppressed
groups together and encourages to fight against
injustice, inequality and social evils. Writers of
Dalit literature were influenced by the ideals of
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar. Writers of Dalit lit-
erature in particular and the translators of Dalit
literature in general follow the words of
Babasaheb. Therefore, they pay back to the
society inthe form of writings and translations.

This translation, Antharangam (Insider), is
chosen with an aim to through a brief light on
Dalit women’s literature in Telugu language. This
is why | have selected a short story, written by
Dalit woman, which was published in Telugu in
a collection of short stories and poems, anthol-
ogy, titled Nallapoddu : (Darky Sun) : Dalit
Women’s Literature - 1921 - 2002. The an-
thology, Nallapoddu: (Darky Sun): Dalit
Women’s Literature -1921-2002, was pub-
lished by Hyderabad Book Trust a well known
publisher in Telugu states. The writer brought
out a collection of short stories and poems. Her
short stories and poem are remarkable in por-
trayal of the problems of the downtrodden. Her
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characters fight for equality in various situations.
Inthe present story, Insider, the character poses
great number of questions to Ambedkarites,
men, on women’s rights, and equality. Transla-
tion of the short story, Insider, is an invaluable
experience. It helps Dalit women’s short story
reach out from regional to national readers
through my modest attempt.

Insider :

Infact, itis a great testimony for the unity of
Indians as there are no dissenting voices among
the people of this subcontinent on the topics of
women’s liberty, independence, and equality.
Don’t you have a suspicious mind of a mustard
seed in this above said matter? The celebration
of great leaders’ birth and death anniversaries,
different important days ... Sir! Three hundred
and sixty five days are allocated to celebrate
all important days. After the allocation, all the
leaders (Ambedkarites) may join together to
enjoy in the night. Night celebrations might be
started. Leaders start laying, and pulling out
stones to the great boundless, infinite and un-
completed structures etc., Leaders deliver
spectacular speeches on liberty, equality and
fraternity in various meetings like an earthquake
occurs and floods break out ... the tongues of
the little and the big leaders compete with each
other and one another ... oh my god! How
many promises are? How many oaths and
swearings are! Those who have listened to all
these will have to believe that all these prom-
ises, oaths and swearings are raw facts and
naked truths.

Apart from having thought of first time in
India about woman’s liberty, rights, he tried his
best to put into practice the rights of women by
bringing about Hindu Code Bill. He was at-
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tacked and sacrificed by the vicious chains of
aversion and resentment of Manuvaadis when
he put into practice the rights and liberty of
women. Thus, it paved the way to renounce
his power for women’s liberation. Do they (the
descendants) respect the ideals of Babasaheb?
The descendants deliver (ed) spectacular
speeches in Babasaheb Ambedkar’s birth day
celebrations by tearinging their tongues. Whom
so ever they are ... Do they put into practice
his ideals and ideology? Do they travel towards
that direction?

They (men) were excommunicated and sac-
rificed in the plot of Chaturvarna system ... the
same kind of excommunication and sacrifice
took place towards women ... why are our
women being subjected to discrimination and
exploitation? Have the descendants (male
Ambedkarites) ever thought of this discrimina-
tion on women by their own men?

Women are at home with the various rela-
tionships like mother, wife, sister, and sister-in-
law and so on ... do these so called
Ambedkarites try their best to improve their
women’s way of thinking? Or do they take with
them their women to the meetings and assem-
blies that are being attended? Or do they dis-
cuss the rights, the laws, and the movements
with their women? Or do these Ambedkarites
recognise their women as their equivalents?

If a woman is educated a society will be
lightened. Mahatma Jyothiba Phule got his wife
educated by fighting against the then orthodox
society, and by fighting against his father who is
the captive of the conspiracy of the Hindu reli-
gious society. With his wife he established
schools to literate and educate girl children. He
longed to raise the consciousness of the soci-
ety. Even after seventy five years of indepen-
dence there has not been any change in the
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societies, communities, and families of the Dalits,
disadvantaged and backward communities
(MBCs). Mahatma Jyothiba Phules’ spirit,
longing and quest are lacked in their descen-
dants. They do not put into practice the ideals
of Jyothiba. Therefore, even after decades and
centuries there might not be any change in the
society.

They (descendants) openly/out rightly say
on public platforms that they are the descen-
dents of Babasaheb, but mentally they are
Manuvaadis! Theywant to put into practice all
kinds of discrimination and inequalities. Having
bent the necks of the society and the country,
at present, the ruling powers: money, religion,
caste, and despotism/tyranny are ruling the so-
ciety and nation. Why are these descendents
unable to conjoin/integrate themselves to fight
against the so called ruling powers? Why are
these descendents always after positions? Why
are they watering down and weakening the
democratic movements? Why are they unable
to remove selfishness from them? Why are they
unable to end the Caste devil that is
unrestrainingly mushrooming day by day? Why
do theywant to construct buildings by making
the caste as foundation? Why have the number
of viewers been increasing day by day by mak-
ing the caste as a foundationto construct build-
ings. Questions ... questions ... questions!
There are many unanswered questions.

These are not only the questions to pose
but there are many questions too ... there is an
answer to all these questions posed ... deny-
ing the equality to women is the reason for these
questions! By means of laws we think that
miracles/wonders may happen. And we think
that by dawn human society may be decorated
by the rays of consciousness is just a hallucina-
tion! Practice with sincerity is the only way. For
that, endeavour is needed.



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 21, Issue. 01, January 2024

SSw

ISSN No. : 2456-4702 -
RNINo. APTEL/2003/12253

Getting to know about politics, and consti-
tution is none of your business you women.
Cook, serve and take care of your husband
and children carefully ... we have been listen-
ing to these words and sentences at our homes
even now. The ideology which has influenced
our way of thinking and culture for centuries
together has been sit and settled in our brain
(s). To extirpate that ideology a great deal of
mental struggle has to be started. Aman has to
emancipate himself fromthis ideological slavery.
Hence, he cando independent thinking.

What do we think of at present? We are
not supposed to think of who are the repre-
sentatives to which caste. We are supposed to
think of who represents which ideology. Are
you, the majority, representing the ideology of
the Manuvaadam? The Ambedkarites are still
saying at their women that they are ineligible
for independence. Can’t you (the descendants
of Babasaheb) emancipate yourself from the
clutches and ideology of slavery? Can’t you (the
descendants of Babasaheb) liberate yourself
from the chains of patriarchal oppressive struc-
tures?
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