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Konda Chiluva : Python

- Translated in Telugu by Vaddera Rani

- Translated by Dr. M. Koteswar Rao, Associate Professor, Dept of English, Krishna University, Machilipatnam.

Translator’s Note :

Translation from source languages and re-
gional languages (L1) into target language or
English serves as a powerful tool, transcending
borders and fostering connections among di-
verse regional literatures. This practice not only
establishes a bridge between regional languages
and the target language but also creates a plat-
form for marginalized communities. It becomes
a catalyst for the voices ofthe oppressed, sup-
pressed, and exploited groups, providing them
with a means to express their narratives. The
English language, through translation, becomes
aunifying force for various regional cultures and
their languages. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar, the
visionary architect of modern India, articulated
a poignant perspective on the country, dividing
it into two entities: touchable Indiaand untouch-
able India. According to Ambedkar, this di-
chotomy extends beyond mere geographical
boundaries to encompass two distinct cul-
tures—the exploited/oppressed and the
exploiter’s/oppressor’s culture. Babasaheb’s
delineation of countries aligns with the exist-
ence of two contrasting cultures within India,
creating a substantial gap between the op-
pressed and the oppressor. Translation emerges
as a potent force capable of bridging this gulf.
The translation of Dalit/exploited literary works
from source languages into the target language
serves as a unifying factor, bringing together all
oppressed groups in India.

This transformative role of translation be-
comes even more pronounced in the context
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of Dalit literature a movement that fights for
Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. Ambedkar’s
ideals deeply influence the writers of Dalit lit-
erature, and their works reflect a commitment
to social justice. Translation, in this context, acts
as a mediumto amplify the voice of Dalit litera-
ture, empowering its movement and contribut-
ing to the broader discourse on human rights.
The translation of Dalit literature into English
assumes a pivotal role in fostering solidarity
among oppressed groups. It serves as a rally-
ing point, inspiring collective action against in-
justice, inequality, and social evils. The writers
of Dalit literature, driven by the principles of
Babasaheb Ambedkar, find resonance in their
works and translations. In doing so, they con-
tribute meaningfully to society, using their writ-
ings as a tool for social change. The influence
of Ambedkar’s ideas is evident in the dedica-
tion of Dalit literary writers and translators who,
inspired by his vision, actively engage in creat-
ing a more equitable and just society. Their
commitment is reflected in their writings and
translations, which serve as a form of societal
repayment. Through their work, they strive to
dismantle the barriers that perpetuate inequal-
ity and amplify the voices of those who have
been historically marginalized. In essence, trans-
lation emerges as a transformative force that
not only transcends linguistic and cultural bound-
aries but also becomes a powerful instrument
for social change. As it facilitates the dissemi-
nation of Dalit literature and ideals into the
broader consciousness, translation of Dalit lit-
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erature in general and Dalit women’s literature
in particular play a crucial role in building bridges,
fostering understanding, and promoting a col-
lective movement towards a more inclusive and
just society.

Konda Chiluva: Python:

The selection of the poem Konda Chiluva
(Python) by Varre Rani holds a specific pur-
pose. Firstly, the translator is moved and moti-
vated by the life of Varre Raniand secondly, to
shed light on Dalit women’s literature in the
Telugu language. This deliberate choice cen-
ters ona poem written by Varre Rani, featured
in the anthology Nallapoddu: Dalit Women’s
Literature -1921-2002. This anthology,
curated and published by the well-regarded
Hyderabad Book Trust in the Telugu states,
stands as a testament to the significance of the
literary contribution of Dalit women. Varre Rani,
a notable writer, has compiled a collection of
short stories and poems that vividly portray the
challenges faced by Dalit women. Rani’s liter-
ary works, including the chosen poem Konda
Chiluva (Python), are noteworthy for their
exploration of the intricate problems encoun-
tered by Dalit women. Her writings extend be-
yond mere representation, delving into the realm
of feminism as Humanism. The poem, in par-
ticular, unfolds a narrative around themes of
love, marriage, and the betrayal experienced
by Dalit women at the hands of caste Hindu
men. The act of translating the poem Konda
Chiluva (Python) is deemed invaluable, mark-
ing an important endeavor in bridging the gap
between regional and national readership. The
poem, encapsulating the essence of Dalit
women’s experiences, becomes a vehicle for
cultural exchange and understanding. Through
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this modest attempt at translation, there is a sin-
cere effort to elevate Dalit women’s literature,
especially in the realm of poetry, to a broader
audience on a national scale.

By bringing Varre Rani’s poignant poem to
awider readership through translation, the goal
is to amplify the voices and narratives of Dalit
women. The hope is that this endeavor con-
tributes to a more extensive dialogue on the
challenges faced by Dalit women, fostering
empathy and awareness on a national level. The
act of translation, in this context, becomes a
powerful tool for advocacy, allowing the rich
tapestry of Dalit women’s literature to transcend
regional boundaries and resonate with a diverse
and widespread audience. In essence, the trans-
lation of Konda Chiluva (Python) represents
not onlya linguistic conversion but also a cul-
tural and social exchange. It is aneffort to break
barriers and create a shared understanding of
the unique struggles and experiences of Dalit
women. Through this modest initiative, the as-
piration is to make a meaningful contribution to
the broader landscape of Indian literature by
ensuring that the voices of Dalit women are
heard and appreciated on a national platform.

Konda Chiluva : Python :

Our Python talks

Often

Our Python quarrels and fights too
When | excelin aslave’s role.

Our Python

Journalistically Takes me very near to it
Like a master.

Wherever and whenever

If I have done a small deficit,

It devours me
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Like a penal code.

Our Python

Put on pants.

Our Python

Talks in English.

Our Python

Does Literary discussions too.

But,

Our Python Chews and

Swallows me

by wrapping around

With the witness of four walls.

Now | am

Eagerly finding

for the advertisements, that appeared on the
news papes, to do courseson

Peeling the Snake’s Skin.

About the Author :

Varre Rani was born to Sitamma and
\enkataramayya in the year 23" September,
1973 in Machilipatnam (Village), Machili-
patnam (Mandal), Krishna District, Andhra
Pradesh, India. She did M.A., Sanskritand M.
Phil., in Mysore. She worked in private col-
lege in Vijayawada as a lecturer to teach San-
skrit. She published a poem Sree (Woman)
in1996 in Andhrabhumi news paper. She was
awarded Nandini for her poem Jolaali. She
received awards such as: X-ray, Sahithi
Mithrula, Kendra Sahithi Samaakya, Kandurthi
Ranjani, and Sree Sree. She was influenced by
the Feminism and the Dalitism. She gave an in-
terview to Vaartha news paper in the year 1999
on the topic Feminism with which she got place
in the mainstream news papers.

She lost her parents in the floods of severe
cyclone storm in the year 1973 in coastal
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Andhra. She was found in the ruins after cy-
clone and taken in by a compassionate Naidu
caste couple named Alivelu Mangathayaru and
Subbarao. The couple chose to adopt her as
their own daughter. Mangathayaru devotedly
raised Rani without revealing the painful truth
of her orphaned past. However, Rani’s life took
another sorrowful turn with the untimely demise
of her loving mother, Mangathayaru. Bereft of
her sole caregiver, Rani encountered challenges,
particularly within her remaining family. The
support and affection she once received dimin-
ished, leaving her to navigate life as an orphaned
Dalit woman. Though she was brought up ina
caste Hindu family, Rani found herself leading
a life marked by the struggles associated with
her Dalit identity and the hardships that accom-
panied her status as an orphan after her
mother’s sad demise. The absence of familial
warmth and the shift in dynamics highlighted the
resilience. Rani developed in the face of ad-
versity, shaping her journey into a poignant nar-
rative of survival and identity.

Rani’s journey intertwined with a Brahmin
writer when they first met at the literary meet-
ings in Machilipatnam. The frequent meetings
at literary events and festivals cultivated a deep
connection between them. Their affinity for lit-
erature blossomed into a friendship marked by
frequent exchanges of letters, discussing vari-
ous literary topics and issues. Over time, this
friendship evolved into a profound love that
culminated in their marriage in 1997 at
Thirupathi. However, the idyllic beginning took
a dark turn as, shortly after their union, signs of
trouble emerged. Despite both being writers
focusing on progressive and feminist issues, the
husband, Brahmin, began to harbor suspicions,
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leading to the harassment of Rani. The dispar-
ity between their literary pursuits and the tur-
bulent reality of their relationship became ap-
parent. Tragically, a few days after their mar-
riage, Rani suffered a heart stroke. Despite
being aware of her heart condition, her hus-
band displayed callous indifference, neglecting
to join her in the hospital. Instead, he increased
the torment and frequent quarrels, belittling and
insulting Rani as a woman afflicted by diseases.

In a shocking turn of events, he ran away
with seventy thousand rupees without inform-
ing Rani. He left her in a state of emotional and
physical distress. One fine day he visited Rani.
He callously declared his intention to marry a
woman from his own caste. He seriously in-
structed her not to write letters or call him. This
heartless abandonment and the subsequent
loneliness crippled Rani mentally and physically.
Her husband’s attitude exacerbated her already
fragile health. Over a period of time, a few com-
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impactful writings, Konda Chiluva (Python),
stands as a testament to her literary legacy and
the challenges she faced during her tumultuous
life. Rani’s story serves as a poignant narrative
of love turned to torment, resilience, and the
enduring power of one’s artistic voice amid
adversity.
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