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Praana Vayuvu - Oxygen

- Dr Koyi Koteswara Rao and translated into English by Dr. M. Koteswara Rao,
Associate Professor, Dept of English, Krishna University, Machilipatnam.

Literary translation serves as a bridge, al-
lowing diverse culturesand literary traditions
to transcend the limitations imposed by language
barriers. The interaction between Telugu and
English began during colonial rule in India, which
commenced in the mid 18" century. It was dur-
ing this period that the first translations of Telugu
literature into English were undertaken by Brit-
ish colonial officials and scholars. Their efforts
were largely academic and scholarly focusing
on the cultural and historical dimensions of
Telugu life. Although these translations emerged
within the context of colonial domination, they
played a crucial role in establishing the founda-
tion for Telugu-English literary translation. The
translations were instrumental in fostering cross-
cultural understanding of Telugu literature to a
wider audience.

Despite the colonial framework, these trans-
lations contributed significantly to the preser-
vation and dissemination of Telugu literary
works. They provided valuable insights into the
nuances of Telugu culture and helped bridge
the gap between the two linguistic communi-
ties. Furthermore, these early translations served
asa precursor to subsequent efforts in the field,
inspiring future generations of translators to con-
tinue exploring and sharing Telugu literature with
the world. Thus, the early phase of Telugu-En-
glish literary translation, though rooted in colo-
nialism, paved the way for a deeper apprecia-
tion and understanding of Telugu cultural tradi-
tions. It highlighted the importance of transla-
tion as a means of cultural exchange, enabling

literary works to transcend linguistic boundaries
and reach a global audience.

The translators significantly contributed to
establishing Telugu-English literary translation
as arecognized field of study. In contemporary
times, the discipline of Telugu-English literary
translation is thriving, with numerous emerging
writers and translators fostering an ongoing dia-
logue. Their work ensures the continued rel-
evance and accessibility of Telugu literature to
a global readership. This modern wave of trans-
lation is marked by a dedication to capturing
the essence of Telugu literary works while mak-
ing them comprehensible and appealing to En-
glish-speaking audiences. By doing so, these
translators not only honor the rich heritage of
Telugu literature but also enrich the global liter-
ary landscape. Throughtheir efforts, the beauty
and depth of Telugu stories, poetry, and other
literary forms are preserved and shared, fos-
tering a deeper appreciation and understand-
ing across cultures.

Despite the substantial body of Telugu lit-
erature translated into English, the field still lacks
a robust theoretical framework and construc-
tive dialogue. Translators encounter numerous
practical and theoretical hurdles in their work.
There is a clear need for systematic methods
to evaluate the quality of literary translations,
particularly focusing on how translators address
cultural, lexical, syntactical, and stylistic chal-
lenges. The absence of comprehensive trans-
lation theories and critical discussions highlights
asignificant gap. Translators must navigate com-
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plex issues such as cultural nuances, language-
specific expressions, grammatical structures,
and stylistic elements unique to Telugu. Devel-
oping criteria and methodologies to assess these
aspects can greatly enhance the field. Such sys-
tematic evaluation could provide valuable in-
sights into the translation process, fostering a
deeper understanding ofthe intricacies involved.
By addressing these challenges thoughtfully,
translators can ensure that the essence and rich-
ness of Telugu literature are effectively con-
veyed to English-speaking audiences, thereby
enriching the global literary canon.

Translating literature is a challenging task that
delves into both cultural and linguistic translat-
ability. Literary works are complex and layered,
presenting a multifaceted experience to the
reader. Capturing the depth of this experience
in translation is essential for success. As David
Damrosch asserts, “a literary text transcends
mere idea or information conveyance; it em-
bodies a rich, immersive experience. A profi-
cient translation seeks to encompass the full
richness of the original work. It must strive to
replicate the emotional and intellectual impact
of the source text, preserving its essence and
nuances. Aquality translation not only renders
the original content accurately but also enhances
its significance, creating a resonant echo of the
original piece” (Damrosch, 2003).

Translators aim to bridge cultural and lin-
guistic gaps, ensuring that the translated text
carries the same weight and meaning as the
original. This process enriches the translated
work, allowing it to speak authentically to a new
audience while honoring the source material’s
depth and intricacy. David Damrosch writes,
“atext isread as literature if we dwell on the

beauties of its language, its forms, and its
themes, and don’t take it as primarily factual in
intent” (Damrosch, 2003). Therefore, a
translator’s role is not merely to transcribe
words but to bridge two cultures, ensuring that
the translated text carries the same emotional
and intellectual weight as the original. This deli-
cate balance between fidelity to the source and
adaptation to the target language is what makes
literary translation both a challenging and an
artful endeavor.

The transformative function of translation
becomes especially significant within the realm
of Dalit literature, a movement dedicated to the
pursuit of liberty, equality, and fraternity. The
principles championed by Babasaheb
Ambedkar have profoundly influenced Dalit
writers, whose literary works embody a stead-
fast commitment to social justice. In this con-
text, translation acts as a powerful tool to am-
plify the voices of Dalit individuals, empower-
ing their movement and contributing to the glo-
bal conversation on human rights. Translating
Dalit literature into English plays a crucial role
in building solidarity among marginalized com-
munities. It becomes a unifying force, motivat-
ing collective efforts to combat injustice, in-
equality, and societal ills. By making these works
accessible to a broader audience, translation
helps bridge cultural and linguistic divides, fos-
tering a deeper understanding and apprecia-
tion ofthe struggles faced by the Dalit commu-
nity, thus energizing the fight for an equitable
and just society.

The authors of Dalit literature, inspired by
the tenets of Babasaheb Ambedkar, find a pro-
found echo of his ideals in their writings and
translations. Through their literary endeavors,
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they significantly impact society, utilizing their
work as an instrument for social reform.
Babasaheb’s ideological influence is clearly
manifested inthe dedication of Dalit authors and
translators, who, driven by his vision, are ac-
tively involved in fostering a fairer and more
just society. This dedication is evident in their
writings and translations, which function as a
means of paying back to society. Their literary
contributions aim to break down the barriers
that sustain inequality and to elevate the voices
of those who have long been marginalized. By
translating these works into English, they en-
sure wider accessibility and understanding, thus
promoting greater awareness and engagement
with the Dalit struggle for social justice and
equality.

Therefore, translation stands out as a revo-
lutionary force that goes beyond mere linguis-
tic and cultural differences, serving as a potent
catalyst for social transformation. By enabling
the spread of Dalit literature and its underlying
principles to a wider audience, translation as-
sumes a vital role in creating connections, en-
hancing mutual understanding, and advancing
a united movement towards a more inclusive
and equitable society. This process of transla-
tion helpsto bridge gaps between diverse com-
munities, fostering empathy and solidarity
among readers. As a result, the translation of
Dalit literary works becomes an essential tool
in the fight against social injustices, offering a
platform for marginalized voices to be heard
and acknowledged. By bringing these narra-
tives into the mainstream, translation not only
enriches global literature but also galvanizes
efforts towards collective action and societal

70

change, ultimately contributing to the creation
of a fairer and more just world for all.

The poem Praana Vayuvu-Oxygen by Dr.
Koyi Koteswara Rao was selected for a dis-
tinct purpose. The translator is deeply inspired
by the lives and work ethics of uneducated
Dalits and aims to bring attention to Dalit lit-
erature inthe Telugu language. This intentional
selection focuses on a poem by Dr. Koyi
Koteswara Rao, included in the anthology
Nanna-Father, edited by Bhanusri Kothval.
Dr Koyi Koteswara Rao, a prominent writer,
has created a compilation of short stories and
poems that vividly depict the struggles encoun-
tered by Dalits. His literary contributions, par-
ticularly the poem Praana Vayuvu-Oxygen,
are significant for their detailed exploration of
the complex working conditions experienced
by Dalits. This choice highlights the translator’s
admiration for the resilience of Dalit communi-
ties and their desire to amplify the visibility of
Telugu Dalit literature, showcasing the profound
socio-cultural narratives embedded in Dr
Koteswara Rao’s work.

His writings transcend simple depiction,
delving deeply into the philosophy of Human-
ism. The poem, in particular, weaves a narra-
tive around themes such as the Dalits’ connec-
tion to the land, their hard work, and the bond
between father and son. Translating Praana
Vayuvu-Oxygen is considered a vital effort in
narrowing the divide between regional and na-
tional readers. This poem, capturing the core
of Dalit experiences, serves as a conduit for
cultural exchange and mutual understanding.
Through this earnest translation attempt, there
is a genuine endeavor to elevate Dalit litera-
ture, especially poetry, to a wider audience on
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a national level. This act of translation not only
preserves the essence of Dalit narratives but
also introduces themto a broader spectrum of
readers, fostering greater appreciation and rec-
ognition of Dalits’ contributions to literature and
culture. The translator’s efforts underscore the
importance of making regional voices heard in
the larger literary landscape.

Translating Dr Koyi Koteswara Rao’s
evocative poem aims to bring the voices of
Dalits to a broader audience. This effort seeks
to contribute to a wider conversation about the
challenges faced by Dalits, promoting empathy
and awareness on a national scale. In this con-
text, translation emerges as a potent advocacy
tool, allowing the rich fabric of Dalit literature
to cross regional lines and resonate with a di-
verse and extensive readership. Thus, translat-
ing Praana Vayuvu-Oxygen is more than a lin-
guistic task; it is a cultural and social exchange.

This initiative strives to dismantle barriersand
cultivate a shared understanding of the unique
struggles and experiences of Dalits. By bring-
ing these narratives into the national spotlight,
the translation endeavors to enrich Indian lit-
erature and ensure that Dalits” voices are heard
and valued across the country. This modest but
significant effort aims to make a substantial con-
tribution to the literary landscape, advocating
for the inclusion and appreciation of Dalit lit-
erature. Through this translation, the hope is to
foster a deeper connection and solidarity among
readers, highlighting the profound impact of Dalit
contributionsto India’s cultural and literary heri-
tage. The translator’s work underscores the
importance of making regional voices an inte-
gral part of the broader national discourse.
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Praana Vayuvu - Oxygen

Not only always singing the affections

of flower garden ...

One has to ecstatically sing the tuned work-
ing songs

of the Gardener.

Not only tracing the roots of a Tree
Always remember

The shade of the canopy/Pandal too.

Not to crawl on the bushes of the thorns
Not to reach towards rocky hill tops

On his branch of heart

Having taught the walks to the string
The canopy affections’ of perfumes too
One has to satiately ruminate.

* * *

While walking in the sorrowful wilderness
While drenching in the ocean of ecstasy
On the screen of my memories

My father immediately appears.

Is not that road on which father spread the
drops of water
I walked until here.

Not only for me but the bread winner of my
village

Backbone is my father.

If my father melts his wings round the year
The threshing ground of the master is filled
with the heap of golden grain

But the fires of hunger inthe father’s stom-
ach have not cooled down.

Between the hunger and the threshing
ground

In the constant deep darkness

The master is transformed as a feudal land
lord.
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But my father is Than the washed foot of Brahma,
Melting like a fertilizer in the field. The worn mud bracelet of earth godess
Oxygen is my father My Father’s foot is the most sacred to me.
who makes to utter my villages’ life flute. Than the preaching of the Geetha
If my father raises his throat enough, My father’s preaching of toil
Amelodious folk song is my father. is at any cost role model to me.
If he moves his lip enough, About the Author :
He is a Telugu dictionary. Dr Koyi. Koteswara Rao was born in 19th

June, 1967 in Enikapaadu Village,
Santhanuthalapaadu Mandal, Prakasham Dis-
trict, Andhra Pradesh. He is currently working
as Associate Professor, and Head, department
of Telugu, Govt. City College, Hyderabad. He
is a poet, literary critic, and much sought after
speaker. He did his research on Dalit Poetry
and its content and form.

It isunknown what is there in the Vedas
But there is a life of creation in my father’s
sweat.

Than Rama’s foot,

That altered rock into woman,

My father’s foot is adoration to me
That altered the soil into food.
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