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Medipandu - Fig Fruit

Translated into English by : Dr M. Koteswara Rao, Associate Professor, Dept of English,

Krishna University, Machilipatnam.
Written in Telugu by : Dr Koyi Koteswara Rao

Translating the poem Fig Fruit made me
realize that translating any piece of creative lit-
erature isanintricate task. It is not simply trans-
ferring words, phrases, and sentences from the
source language (L1) to the target language
(L2). Translators face the challenge of captur-
ing and conveying the core message and es-
sence of the original literary work of art with-
out losing its integrity. The true art of transla-
tion lies in ensuring that the target language
readers fully understand and appreciate the
meaning intended by the original author. This
process involves more than just linguistic accu-
racy; it requires a deep understanding of cul-
tural context, emotional subtleties, and stylistic
nuances. The translator must delicately balance
staying true to the original text while making
necessary adjustments to fit the linguistic and
cultural norms of the target language. This en-
deavor demands creativity, sensitivity, and a
profound grasp of both the languages involved.
Each translation becomes a unique interpreta-
tion, an attempt to bridge the gap between dif-
ferent linguistic and cultural worlds. Thus, liter-
ary translation is a sophisticated and multifac-
eted task that requires skill, empathy, and a deep
appreciation for the art of storytelling.

There comes a moment of frustration when
translated words fall short of capturing the com-
plete essence of the original literary work of
art. The challenges posed by cultural dispari-
ties cannot be overlooked. Words are deeply
embedded in their social and cultural contexts,
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and terms that express certain concepts or
emotions inone language might have no direct
counterpart inanother. This makes the task of
finding suitable equivalents in the target language
particularly challenging. Translators must often
strive to replace these terms with alternatives
that not only sound natural and fit seamlessly
into the narrative but also convey the same un-
derlying message and emotional resonance. This
balancing act is far from simple. It requires a
deep understanding of the source and target
cultures, a keen sense of language nuances, and
a creative approach to problem-solving. The
translator must navigate these complexities to
ensure that the translated text remains faithful
to the original while also being accessible and
meaningful to the new audience. This intricate
process highlights the translator’s role as both
a linguistic mediator and a cultural interpreter,
tasked with bridging the gap between different
worlds and ensuring the literary work’s spirit
and intent are preserved and appreciated across
languages.

In the translation process, finding a balance
is often necessary, as maintaining the readabil-
ity of the translated work is crucial. To ensure
this, I have taken the liberty to simplify and re-
fine certain expressions. This approach aims to
provide first-time readers with a clear and en-
gaging experience of the poem. Striking a
middle ground helps preserve the essence of
the original while making the narrative acces-
sible and enjoyable in the target language. My
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goal isto convey the poem’s spirit and mean-
ing effectively, ensuring that the translated ver-
sion resonates with readers just as deeply as
the original.

The Indian Constitution, established on the
foundation of secular nationalism following the
anti-colonial struggle in the Indian subcontinent,
aimed to create a democratic and inclusive so-
ciety. Advocates of democracy argue that In-
dia has largely maintained a stable democracy
since gaining independence in 1947, with only
a few interruptions (Basu, 2015). Over the
decades, the country has been recognized for
its consistent democratic framework (Vanaik,
2017). However, the current central govern-
ment has faced criticism, many advocates of
democracy opined, for allegedly undermining
democratic institutions by promoting a Hindu
nationalist ideology. Critics argue that this ap-
proach seeks to advance the interests of the
ethnic majority, often to the detriment of mi-
nority communities. Concerns have been raised
about the growing influence of Hindu national-
ism, often referred to as “saffronisation’ (Mani,
2017). This phenomenon suggests an increas-
ing alignment of political and cultural policies
with Hindu values and symbols. Detractors of
the current administration believe that this trend
is indicative of a broader shift towards priori-
tizing Hindu identity within the national narra-
tive. The perceived rise in Hindu nationalism is
seen by many as a move away from the secular
principles enshrined in the Constitution, lead-
ing to fears about the erosion of democratic
norms and the marginalization of minority
groups. These developments have sparked
debates about the balance between maintain-
ing India’s secular ethos and accommodating
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the cultural aspirations of the Hindu majority.
Observers worry that the promotion ofa Hindu
nationalist agenda could exacerbate social di-
visions and undermine the pluralistic fabric of
Indian society. As the discourse around this is-
sue continuesto evolve, it remains a critical point
of contention in assessing the health and future
of India’s democracy. The growing concern
about ‘saffronisation” underscores the need for
vigilance in safeguarding the democratic ideals
that have been a cornerstone of India’s identity
since independence.

Throughout its history, India has been a
mosaic of cultures, languages, and religions,
united by a shared spirit of diversity. This prin-
ciple of unity in diversity was a cornerstone for
the freedom fighters who envisioned an inclu-
sive nation and for the architects of indepen-
dent India’s policies. However, in recent times,
this rich tapestry of diversity is facing unprec-
edented challenges, many advocates of democ-
racy believe, due to the ascendancy of Hindutva
ideology in the political sphere. One of the pri-
mary arenas where this ideological shift is mani-
festing is in the education system. The intro-
duction of the New Education Policy (NEP)
2020, followed by the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) 2023, marks a significant
departure fromthe previous educational frame-
works. These policies are set to overhaul the
content and structure of school education com-
prehensively. The National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training (NCERT), the
apex body responsible for curriculum devel-
opment, has embarked on an ambitious project
to rewrite textbooks for all subjects. This ini-
tiative is part of a broader agenda to saffronize
the educational content across the country.
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According to secularists, the overarching goal
behind this transformation appears to be the
dilution of critical, logical, and scientific think-
ing among students. The emphasis on promot-
ing traditional Indian values, often rooted in feu-
dal and hierarchical systems, is replacing the
modern values of liberty, equality, and frater-
nity that have been foundational to India’s
democratic ethos. By reshaping the curriculum,
there isa concerted effort to instill a particular
worldview that aligns with the Hindutva ideol-
ogy, which prioritizes a singular cultural and
religious identity over the pluralistic and inclu-
sive traditions of the past. Moreover, this ideo-
logical shift is not confined to the school level
but extends into higher education. Universities,
which have traditionally been bastions of criti-
cal thinking and scientific inquiry, are now be-
ing influenced by programs that promote su-
perstition and pseudo-scientific beliefs under the
banner of value promotion. These initiatives are
being touted as opportunities to enhance the
employability of the youth, a claimthat is both
ironic and troubling. Instead of preparing stu-
dents to navigate and contribute to a modern,
scientifically-driven world, these programs risk
inculcating regressive and unscientific perspec-
tives.

The implications of these changes are far-
reaching. An education system that discourages
critical thinking and scientific inquiry in favor of
ideological conformity undermines the very
foundation of a progressive and inclusive soci-
ety. The values of liberty, equality, and frater-
nity, which are essential for fostering a demo-
cratic and just nation, are being sidelined in fa-
vor of a homogenized and exclusionary vision
of Indian culture. Eventually, the current tra-

jectory of India’s education system under the
influence of Hindutva politics represents a sig-
nificant departure fromthe inclusive and diverse
ethos that has historically defined the nation.
The efforts to saffronize education, from pri-
mary schools to universities, threaten to erode
the values of critical thinking, scientific inquiry,
and democratic inclusivity. It is imperative to
recognize and address these changes to ensure
that India’s education system remains a force
for unity, diversity, and progress.

The poem Medipandu-Fig Fruit by Dr.
Koyi Koteswara Rao was chosen with a spe-
cific goal in mind. The translator was deeply
inspired by the objectives of the new educa-
tion policy. He found this poem particularly
compelling. Dr. Koyi Koteswara Rao, a re-
nowned author, has a rich collection of short
stories and poems to his credit. His literary
contributions, especially Medipandu-Fig Fruit,
hold significant value due to their in-depth ex-
amination of the New Education Policy (NEP).
The poem paints a vivid picture of the irrational
trajectory that modern India may follow in the
coming years. Translating Medipandu-Fig
Fruit is seen as an essential step in bridging the
gap between regional and national readers. This
poem acts as a bridge for cultural exchange,
aiming to introduce regional literature to a wider
audience. The translator’s dedication to this task
reflects a sincere effort to elevate the reach of
poetry, making it accessible to a broader na-
tional audience. This translation endeavor not
only preserves the essence of the original nar-
rative but also brings it to a diverse readership,
fostering greater appreciation and recognition
of regional voices. Through this translation, the
translator underscores the significance of mak-
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ing local literary voices heard on a larger stage.
The act of translating regional literature into a
more universally understood language helps to
amplify these voices, ensuring they receive the
attention and acknowledgment they deserve.
By doing so, the translator hopes to contribute
to aricher and more inclusive literary landscape,
where diverse stories and perspectives are cel-
ebrated and valued. Ultimately, by bringing
Medipandu-Fig Fruit to a broader audience,
the translator aspires to foster a deeper under-
standing and appreciation of regional literature,
bridging cultural divides and enhancing the col-
lective literary experience.

Translating Dr. Koyi Koteswara Rao’s
evocative poem Medipandu-Fig Fruit aims to
amplify the voices of democrats to a wider au-
dience. In this sense, translation becomes a
powerful tool for advocacy, enabling the rich
tapestry of literature to transcend regional
boundaries and connect with a diverse and ex-
tensive readership. Thus, translating
Medipandu - Fig Fruitis not merely a linguis-
tic endeavor; it isa cultural bridge. By bringing
these narratives to the national forefront, the
translation seeks to enrich Indian literature and
ensure that the voices of secularists are ac-
knowledged and valued across the country. This
translation effort goes beyond the words on the
page, fostering a significant cultural exchange.
It aspiresto highlight the importance of regional
literature in the national conversation, ensuring
that diverse perspectives contribute to the col-
lective literary experience. The translator’s
dedication to this task underscores the neces-
sity of integrating regional voices into the
broader national discourse, promoting
inclusivity and recognition.
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By translating Medipandu-Fig Fruit, the
aim is to enhance the visibility of regional litera-
ture and promote a deeper appreciation of
India’s cultural diversity. This effort reflects a
commitment to preserving the essence of the
original work while making it accessible to a
wider audience. In doing so, the translation
serves asa conduit for cultural exchange, fos-
tering greater understanding and appreciation
of regional narratives within the national liter-
ary landscape. Ultimately, this endeavor is a
modest yet meaningful contribution to the rich-
ness of Indian literature, emphasizing the value
of diverse voices in shaping a more inclusive
and representative literary tradition.

Fig Fruit
With my sees/glances
All must study the civilization.

My secret Agenda
Should spread like pest
in all the Temples of knowledge like a text.

By killing reason/rationality
The expired ancient philosophy
should be survived

as the witness of the classroom.

The Unsociable poisoned morality
Must be taught in the minds of
Future young generations of India.

By erasing the famous truths

in a planned and systematic way

The crooked pages,

written by wrong ones,

Have to be pasted to/on the History.
By strongly trampling

Theunimaginable intelligence of humanbeings
The theses have to be preached

Tothe kneeling down feet of religious powvers.
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My Shimmering saffron coloured brain New young oxen.

Should be consecrated in the minds of com- Making themto graze the old grass and
ing generations. Making them obediently salute the rulers.
AFig Fruit, that is About the Author :

Needed to my thoughts, Dr. Koyi. Koteswara Rao was born in 19"
Has to be served as the best food June, 1967 in Enikapaadu Village, Santhanu-

To the future decision makers ofthe coun-  thalapaadu Mandal, Prakasham District, Andhra

try. Pradesh. He is currently working as Associate
No one should question me. Professor, and Head, department of Telugu,
No penshould write against the (my) state’s  Govt. City College, Hyderabad. He isa poet,
POWEr. literary critic, and much sought after speaker.
My immediate task is, He did his research on Dalit Poetry and its con-
To make tent and form.
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Bama’s Karukku - A Struggle for Survival
- Dr. S. Hemalatha, Assistant Professor, Publications, Dravidian University, Kuppam.

“Man is born free but everywhere is in
chains” (Jean Jacques Rousseau). It is true in
India ,the caste system is formerly abolished
under the Indian Constitution. Discrimination on
the basis of caste, exists even today in many
forms. The government is providing opportu-
nities to get better education and to improve
the conditions of the downtrodden. But it is very
meagre . Until the mindset of the people is not
changed, we can’t expect anything to eradi-
cate this problem. To comeout of this problem,
education is the only powerful weapon.

Caste is an important category that deter-
mines relations of productivity and sexuality in
the community. In the Indian social scenario
caste mediates control over resources and de-
termines labour divisions in the society. In the
case of dalit women, caste and patriarchy acts
together and gain control over the identity and
sexuality.

Untouchability is a social evil which has ex-
isted in the Indian society since times immemo-
rial. There are many legislations forbidding
people from practicing untouchability, but un-
fortunately it is only confined to papers.This
paper attemptsto focus on the contemporary
writerBama who gave a clarion call for the
upliftment of the downtrodden.

The traditional Indian cultural system has
placed all the working people, as low caste
people by birth. These caste division and its
hierarchical nature was confirmed by ancient
Dharama Sastras. The new Indian Republic and
its new constitution tried to treatevery Indian
as an equal citizen,but there is no basic change
in people’s attitude towards casteism. The up-
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per caste people who led a comfortable life
under this Dharma Shastra rule, have always
tried to oppress all the working class people.
Even today these working class people or the
Dalits are not treated as equal human beings.

Today they are the major part of the Indian
population. After ages of subjugation, in the
Indian Phenomena a new trend has emerged
that is Dalit literature expressing their sufferings
and how they revolted against these miserable
conditions. Some writers like Bama, Sivarama-
karanth, Devanooru Mahadeva have focused
on pathetic pictures of real problems.Dalit lit-
erature forms as a distinct part of Indian litera-
ture and is often compared with Afro-Ameri-
can literature.

Bama is the most celebrated dalit writer. Her
works include ‘Karakku’ (1992) which
chronicles the joys and sorrows experienced
by her. Sangathi (1994), Vanman (2003) a col-
lection of short stories Kusumbukaram (1996),
Oru Thathvam, Oru Yerumayam(2003) and
Kondatham (2009) and few more. She got In-
ternational Cross Word award in 2001.

In Bama’s “ Karukku” there is no hero or
heroine. We never come across the name of
the protagonist also. The novel consists of the
series of events presented using flashback
technique.Dalit women are easily trapped for
the exploitation not only from non-dalits but also
from their own dalit men, that is double subju-
gation. Whether it is out side their community
or within their community women have to face
the discrimination which has become unnotice-
able and unspoken. Bama in Karukku asserts
her right, working in a school as a teacher.
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Gradually her self esteem grows and recon-
structs her “self’.

The word ‘Karuku’ means ‘palmyra leaves’,
with their sharp edges on both sides like, double
edged sword, which means freshness and new-
ness. Karukku is the first auto biography of its
kind to appear in Tamil. The protagonist is never
named the events of writer’s life are not ar-
ranged in achronological order but grouped
under different themes like work, games and
education.Bama reminiscences her child-hood
days and reflects thempoignantly in her autobi-
ography.

Bama’s own life experiences urges her to-
wards engaging in alleviating the sufferings of
the oppressed. When she becomes a nun, it is
in the stubborn hope that she will have a chance
to putthese aspirations into effect. She discov-
ers, that the perspectives of the convent and
the church are different from hers. It is this
double perspective that enables her to under-
stand the deep rift between Christian beliefs and
practice. The church seems to be socritical.
There she finds all the nuns concentrating only
on worldly things but not on spiritual things.
Bama says that she often shrinks into herself in
the convent.

Bama thought that convent was the right
place to get the respect. But, she realized that
it was wrong. There also the higher positions
are occupied by the so called upper classes
only. She says that “it is because of this, that
even though dalits like me might wish to take
up the path of renunciation, we find there is no
place for us” (Karukku- 69). Bama notices that
what they preach they never follow. Finally, she
leaves the convent and also from the religious
order and proves her ability.
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Karukku is concerned with the single issue
of caste oppression with the Catholic Church
and its institution and presents Bama’s life as a
process of lonely self-discovery. Bama feels like
a fish out of water in Church and leaves her
convent to return to her village, where life
mayhbe insecure, but here she does not feel alien-
ated or there is no necessary to pretend false
smiles. Bama says that * | feel certain content-
ment in leading an ordinary life among the ordi-
nary people. I can breathe once again, inde-
pendently and at ease, like a fish that has at
last returned to the water, after having been flung
outside and suffered distress” ( Karukku- 104).

Karukku tells us a story of Tamil Dalit Ca-
tholicism and also describes her spiritual jour-
ney from childhood faith and her journey after
departing from the convent. Bama realizes that
the whole community canbe saved only through
the education. Karukku is a story of awounded
soul which speaks about the crude realities of
the society.Bama has a different style of lan-
guage where she breaks all the rules of written
grammar, demanding a different pattern of read-
ing. Bama moves from past to present, explor-
ing different heart wrenching incidents which
occur in her life.

In the preface of the book Bama says ‘the
driving forces that shaped this book are many
events that occurred during many states of my
life, cutting me like karukku and making me
bleed, unjust social structure that plunged me
into ignorance and left me trapped and suffo-
cating, my own despirate urge to break, throw-
away and destroy these bonds,and when the
chains were shattered into fragments, the blood
that was split then, all these, taken together’
(Karukku- Preface).

In one of her interview she says that | can-
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not build amovement, or lam not a sculptor to
carve a statue, but I can only write, that is why
| wrote abook, to change hearts and minds of
the readers. And as readers of her work we
are asked for nothing less than an imaginative
entry into that different world of experience and
its political struggle.

Bama thought that the convent was the only
place where all people are treated equally but
she soon notices casteism in the convent in the
another form. Bama feels uneasy among those
upper caste nuns. There attitude towards dalits
makes Bamato say “I was dyingseveral deaths
within —( Karukku-26)”. Soon she realized that
she has fallen into fire fromthe frying pan.

Bama is one of her interview remarks that *
Whatever you takeup, caste discrimination
stalks us in every nook and corner and drives
us into frenzy. It is becauseof this, that we are
unable to find a way to study well and progress
like everybody else. And this iswhy a wretched
life style in all, that is left for us’(Karukku-23).

Subjected to generations of de-humaniza-
tion she has to undergo many ordeals when she
comes out of bondage to evolve as the new
liberated woman. Despite of all the ill-treatments
she still has faith in Christian religion and wants
to spread the message of love and brotherhood
but her experience in convent shatters all the
illusions. As per Bama’s knowledge, God
shows the greatest compassion for the op-
pressed. But nobody stresses the point. She
realizes that there is a greatdifference between
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