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A Glimpse of Krishna Sudama in the Folktale ‘Bhaibandhi’
Compiled by Jhaverchand Meghani

- Nayan H. Vasan, Research Scholar, Department of English, M. K. Bhavnagar University, Bhavnagar, Gujarat.

Abstract :

Every literary peace has a lot of ideas de-
picted within it. Friendship is acommon theme
appears in the writings of literature and folk lit-
erature. A Sanskrit text Bhagavat Purana has
a beautiful story of intimate friendship between
Lord Krishna and Sudama. In this story Lord
Krishna helps his poor friend Sudama. The
similar theme of friendship can be seen in the
folktale ‘Bhaibandhi’ recorded by Jhaverchand
Meghani in his collection Saurashtra-nee
Rasdhar. In this folktale a poor friend Matra
Varu gets help from his friend named
Jhalamsang. Both literary texts present the idea
of friendship. Thus, inthe folktale ‘Bhaibandhi’
there is a glimpse of friendship between Lord
Krishna and Sudama.

Key Words : Folk Literature; Folktale;
Friendship; Krishna; Sudama.

Research Paper :

The term “folklore’, is a very broad in itself,
refers to unwritten lore of a group of people. It
contains stories, beliefs, lullabies, jokes, songs,
etc. Furthermore, it refers to the tradition of
passing this unwritten lore from one generation
to the next. Afamous folklorist William Bascom
considered three major forms of prose narra-
tive infolk literature viz. Folk Tale, Myth and
Lagend. Folktale is very famous among all the
forms of folklore. It had been told to every one
since long. Itis very common thing that any lit-
erary piece has influence either of other literary
works or specific time and social circumstances
of the author. Thus, in Indian literary works one
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can see the influence of Sanskrit texts, myths,
legends, purana, vedas and others. Not even
English or other writers, but Gujarati writers
also influenced by Sanskrit texts, myths, leg-
ends, purana and vedas. Even infolk literature
have some elements of Sanskrit texts. Which
were presented directly or indirectly. The fa-
mous Indian English writer R. K. Narayan was
highly influenced by Indian myths and legends.
In his novel The Man-Eater of Malgudithere
is areference of “Myth of Bhasmasur’ where
as Premanand’s Sudama Charitrahas also in-
fluenced by or have connection with Bhagwat
Purana.

Krishna-Sundama friendship is a very
famousstory appears in Bhagwat Purana.
Krishna and Sudama both were good friends.
Both were studying in ashrama. They both got
separated after completion of their study. One
side Lord Krishna became the king of Dwarika
and the other side Sudama got married and lived
as acommon man. In his later lifeSudama suf-
fered poverty. Sudama’s wife wanted to get rid
from the poverty. She advised her husband to
visit Dwarika to seek help from Lord Krishna.
As per his wife’s advice Sudama went to
Dwarika where Lord Krishna warmly wel-
comed him. Lord Krishna helped poor Sudama.
Sudama got a lot of wealth and became rich.
Lord Krish took away all his misery. This is the
story of Krishna Sudama friendship. It influ-
enced many writers and compilers in the fields
of literature and folk literature in varied lan-
guages.
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Jhaverchand Meghani was an Indian folk-
lorist, poet, playwright and critic. Hewas the
famous writer of Gujarati literature. He was
born in Chotila in Gujarat on 28"August, 1896.
He was a great poet. He was also awarded the
title of Raashtreeya Shaayar (National Bard).
This honorary title was given by Mahatma
Gandhi. He composed some popularGujarati
poems such asVeni Na Phool, Killol,
Sindhudo, Charan Kanya, Ektaro etc. More-
over, he is specially known forhis extraordinary
works in the field of folklore. He was the man
who went from one village to the other with the
intention to collect oral traditions, such as
folktales and folk songs and other such materi-
als, fromthe people of Saurashtra. Hepublished
all these oral materials or folk literature in about
35 volumes.Saurashtra-nee Rasdhar, Sorathi
Baharvatiya, Sorathi Geetkathao are well
known works on the fieldof folklore.

The book Saurashtra-nee Rasdharis a
volume of five books consisted many folktales
collected and compiled by Jhaverchand
Meghani from various places of Saurashtra re-
gion of Gujarat. The folktales collected in this
collection reflect the themes of chivalry, brav-
ery, courage, love, sacrifice, devotion etc. The
folktale “‘Bhaibandhi’ is collected in the collec-
tion, Sarashtra-nee Rasdhar. The folktale is
about two friends, Matra Varu and Jhalamsang.
According to the folktale, Rav Pragamalaji, a
man, grabs away all the wealth of Jhalamsang.
Suddenly, the wealthy man becomes poor and
starts wondering everywhere. On his journey,
Jhalamsang meets Matra Varu. He was very
wealthy at that time. He had hundreds of buf-
faloes and other domestic animals. Jhalamsang
does not talk about his past even after staying

59

fifteen days at Matra Varu’s home. At last,
Jhalamsang leaves Matra’s home and goes to
another village. Later Jhalamsang decides to
fight against Rav Pragmalaji. For that reason,
Jhalamsang comes back to Matra Varu’s home
to steal his one of mares.

On next morning Matra Varu comes to his
home with his buffaloes. He sees Jhalamsang
sleeping at his home. Jhalamsang tells Matra
Varu about his past position. He tells every-
thing happened in the past. He informed Matra
Varu that inthe past he was a wealthy man. His
wealth and territory were snatched away by
Rav Pragamalji. Now, he wants to take revenge.
Matra Varu promises Jhalamsang to help him.
He gives his mare to him. With the help of Matra
Varu’s mare Jhalamsang goes to Kutch. He
fights with Rav Pragamalji. He triumphs over
Rav Pragamalji and gets back all his wealth.

On the other side a terrible drought makes
Matra and other villagers to live their lives im-
possible. All the domestic animals die due to
the drought. Even there were no food and wa-
ter for their survival. They become very weak
and poor. So, Matra Varu and his wife decides
to go to Kutch to seek help from Jhalamsang.
Matra Varu and his wife go to Kutch. In Kutch,
Matra’s wife sees a child. WWho had worn costly
bead on his neck. So, Matra’s wife kills the
child for that bead. Later on, they meet
Jhalamsang and tell all about drought and their
condition. On other hand, the only son of
Jhalamsang was missing. All the courtiers and
other members tries to search the child. At last,
they found him dead. Matra Varu and his wife
reveals all the truth but Jhalamsang does not
punish them. Matra Varu and his wife live in
Kutch at Jhalamsang’s home for next five years.
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Then they take leave from Jhalamsang to go to
their village again. On their departure,
Jhalamsang gives them too many buffaloes,
cows, camels, food, grain and money. Even
Jhalamsang comes with Matra \Varu and his wife
to his village to leave theme. Thus, due to the
help from Jhalamsang Matra Varu becomes a
richman.

The last portion of this folktale has some of
the similarities of Krishna Sudama story. Here,
in this folktale Matra Varu meets his friend
Jhalamsang. One is very rich man on the other
side another is poor man. It is also seen that
Matra Varu came to Kutch to seek help from
Jhalamsang like Sudama came to Dwarika to
seek help from Lord Krishna. The intension of
both was to seek help to get rid from poverty.
Like Sudama, Matra Varu was a poor man.
On the other side like Lord Krishna, Jhalam-
sang was very rich man. At the end of the story
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like Lord Krishna, Jhalamsang helped his poor
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Conclusion :

To sum up, the folktale compiled by
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have two friends one is wealthy and other is
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from his friend. Thus, in the folktale ‘Bhaibandhi’
there is a glimpse friendship between Lord
Krishna and Sudama. Thus, both the texts deals
with the theme of friendship.
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