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Cultural Resistance and Resilience: Exploring the
Empowerment of Dalit Women in Literature

- Chettupalli Anvesh

Abstract

Dalit women in India face triple oppression
due to their caste and gender. It makes their
experiences more complicated. Through litera-
ture, Dalit female writers like Bama, Urmila
Pawar and Sivakami have been referring to
cultural resistance and patience and have be-
come a tool to empower literature and dalit
women. This research document analyzes how
Dalit women’s writings challenge patriarchy and
caste oppression. Especially focusing on afflic-
tion, victimization, resistance and autonomy.
Based on major literary works and analyses of
scholars, this research demonstrates the effort
to recognize Dalit women through education,
linguistic assertion and universal solidarity. Ana-
lyzing literary forms such as autobiographies and
novels, this study discusses the importance of
Dalit literary importance as a tool for social
change.Adopting an intersectional intercourse,
this paper also discusses how Dalit women’s
writings influence the feminist and anti-caste
systemin India.

Keywords :
Dalit Women, Cultural Resistance, Resil-
ience, Indian Literature, Social Empowerment

Introduction :

India’s caste system is the one that still rests
firmly in place, determining right of access to
resources, opportunities and dignity. Dalit
women in this system suffer froma double bur-
den of marginalization due to both caste based
discrimination as well as gender oppression.
The love of mainstream Indian literature for their

55

struggles has often been neglected by these
writers, and Dalit women writers have re-
claimed such narratives through literature as a
form of resistance and self assertion. Their
works located at the intersectionality of caste
and gender are with issues of violence, exclu-
sivity and systemic discrimination and also prac-
tices of resilience, defiance and empowerment
(Singh 69). Dalit women writers have broken
the silence imposed by the upper-caste hege-
mony and patriarchal constraints through the
autobiographies, fiction and essay (Mukherjee
etal. 162).

Ambedkarite thought has been deeply in-
grained in Dalit literature that constitutes a form
of counter discourse that challenges Brahma-
nical patriarchy. This assertion is true in the au-
tobiography of Urmila Pawar’s The Weave of
My Life, which not only features external op-
pression faced by Dalit women but also within
the Dalit women themselves by the gender bi-
ases which are prevalent in their own groups
(9605). Like Bama’s Karukku, Vanmam too
shows Dalit women’s struggle to wrestle against
the pervasive caste-based violence that char-
acterizes everyday life of Dalit women (Arivu
Mani 155). These narratives do not only tell
the stories of passive victimized Dalit women,
but also present their identities as a site of re-
sistance against oppression through education,
with language, and with literature.

This research paper uses this cultural resis-
tance and resilience as central themes of Dalit
women’s literature that embed in their narra-
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tives — on the one hand of survival and defi-
ance. This study emphasizes by reviewing of
the literature and critical writings, how the lit-
erature serves as a transformative agent of op-
pression as well as a source of inspiration for
empowerment. This paper argues that Dalit
women’s voices through autobiographical as
well as fictional works have resolved into
changing social change, feminist discourse, anti
caste movements, and have commanded their
rightful place in India’s literary as well as social
landscapes.

Literature Review :

Dalit women’s literature is of significance in
the sense that it heralds a departure from the
mainstream Indian literary traditions, existing
traditionally on the margins and revising them.
Dalit women’s narrative challenges the
Brahmanical and patriarchal literary canon by
providing glimpses of caste based violence, dis-
crimination and resistance from the first hand.
The autobiographies, novels and essays flagged
by these writings foreground themes of social
exclusion, economic oppression and resilience;
rendered important to Dalit as well as feminist
discourse (Singh 70) . Mainstream feminist lit-
erature in India is mostly about struggles of
upper caste women, whereas Dalit woman’s
literature has an intersectional way to bring forth
the nature of how caste and gender oppresses
are interlinked. Inthe last few years, however,
this perspective has attracted scholarly atten-
tion; researchers evaluate the ways in which
cultural resistance and resilience impact the lit-
erary landscape of Dalit women’s writings.

There has been wide coverage by scholars
of how resistance and resilience manifest in
Dalit women’s accounts with special focus on
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intersectionality. Singh (71) points out that a
study of Dalit feminist narrative explicates the
manner in which Dalit women’s literature cri-
tiques both upper caste feminismand Dalit pa-
triarchy to move an imaginary space of inde-
pendent ideological location from dominant dis-
courses. This is echoed in Mukherjee et al.’s
examination of how victimized and resistant
narratives of women with Dalit identities per-
meate the urban context that forges micro-ag-
gressions and structural discrimination that Dalit
women come face to face with (Mukherjee et
al. 165) . This scholarship reveals that cultural
resistance is in the narratives of Dalit women
and part of the ways in which their strategies of
survival, assertion and community solidarity are
narrated.

Linguistic assertion is an important dimen-
sion of resistance in Dalit women’s literature.
Research on co-cultural communication shows
how Dalit women use language as an instru-
ment of defiance of the prevailing literary and
social structures; to mouth their realities (Badyal
and Kumar 2). Whereas upper cast literature
adheres to Brahmanical aesthetic and sanitized
narratives, Dalit women’swritings employ a raw
and direct form of narrating that imperatively
depicts the reality of the Dalit women’s lived
experiences. Identity through language and
storytelling is reclaimed and agency reasserted
by Dalit women writers in the literary sphere,
through literature, by resiting erasure.

Another area of study concerns why Dalit
literature is important in the process of social
change. Kumar’s focus in his study of the im-
pact of Dalit literature on social movements is
on autobiographies, testimonies, and novels
working to influence policy change, legal re-
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form, and shifting popular consciousness
(Kumar 3) . Specifically dalit women’s accounts
have informed feminist and anti caste activism
because literary expression in some ways func-
tions as an archive of suffering and as a mani-
festo for change. Through these writings, Dalit
women’s voices are consistently brought to the
fore in order to resist historical amnesia and
mainstream neglect, and to contribute to the
emergence of social justice and gender equal-
ity.

The body of research that currently exists
shows how Dalit women’s literature isa cul-
tural power of resistance and resilience. With-
out adoubt, via fiction, autobiography, or schol-
arly discourse, these texts destroy the hege-
monic structures and provide other ways of
thinking Dalit identity, Dalit agency, and Dalit
empowerment. What this literature allows is
both as a medium of self expression and activ-
ism, so that Dalit women’s voices are not ig-
nored, not invalidated and not rewritten, but
put into literary spaces as well as social spaces.

Depiction of Cultural Resistance in Dalit
Women’s Literature :

As a form of cultural resistance, Dalit
women’s literature is a subtext to challenge the
oppressive structures of caste and gender that
have always silenced them. Dalit women,
through fiction, autobiography and oral histo-
ries, reclaimtheir narratives in order to move
away from the dominant literary tradition and
construct the identification on their own terms.
Writing itself becomes a radical act of agency
in utter defiance of the cultural norms that have
consistently relegated Dalit women to the out-
skirts of history and literature (Singh 72). These
texts convey the narratives of oppression, de-
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fiance and resilience that Dalit women tell
through the themes of structural violence yet
still assert their dignity and humanity.

Vanmam is a powerful assertion to a liter-
ary resistance for it lays bare the well entrenched
caste hierarchies, the well entrenched caste hi-
erarchies that govern the Tamil society. The
novel shows how Dalit women are not only dis-
criminated by upper caste communities, but are
discriminated even among their own social
strata, which makes their discrimination double
(Arivu Mani 157). But her portrayal is not just
of suffering; she also highlights other acts of
defiance and resilience, and how the Dalit
women make the spaces of solidarity and em-
powerment. Vanmam challenges the way ear-
lier narratives have failed to address the issues
that plague Dalit women by centering their
voices. Through this by putting forth a counter
discourse, she demands the recognition of Dalit
women’s space and identity.

In the same way, a salient example of resis-
tance through the self that is mobilized is Urmila
Pawar’s The Weave of My Life, a first person
account of a Dalit woman’s struggle against
institutionalised casteismand patriarchy. More-
over, the autobiography of Pawar brings out
that, education becomes a tool of empower-
ment for Dalit women to free themselves from
the cycle of oppression and claim self depen-
dence with (Saini and Rathee, 9606) . In her
refusal of the dominant Brahmanical narrative
that has historically cast Dalit women’s lives in
derision and to intellectualism, Pawar presents
her own unsanitized account of survival, self
discovery and resistance. By emphasizing on
intersection of caste and gender oppression she
desires to stress out the Dalit women’s distinct
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battle and imparts crucialness of intersectional
response to literary studies.

In addition to individual stories, Dalit
women’s language is used as a form of resis-
tance. Time and again, traditional upper caste
literature has set up aesthetic and linguistic
norms which seek to banish out the raw, un-
bridled voices of Dalit women. While scholars
maintain that co cultural communication frame-
work offers Dalit women another way of es-
caping out of linguistic hierarchies and use of
colloquial speech, and regional dialect to re-
gain their voice (Badyal and Kumar 3) . By
linguistic defiance, Dalit women’s freakishness
are being represented authentically and unfil-
tered.

Academic studies that use the psychologi-
cal and social dimension of Dalit women’s ex-
periences further the discussion of themes of
victimization, resistance and resilience.
Mukherjee et al. (166) examine how urban
Dalit women navigate the microaggressions of
caste while making their presence known in
public spaces, showing the detail ways in which
urban Dalit woman’s daily lives are lived in con-
stant resistance. Resilience then is shaped
through the strategy of education, affirmative
action and collective solidarity that ensures Dalit
women’s challenge to such stereotypes and
their take back of agency. By recording these
histories through Dalit literature, it preservesthe
resistance’s histories as well as gives hope to
future generations to carry on the struggle for
justice.

Kumar argues that Dalit literature is more
than simply a site for telling stories: it is an act
of protest and completely reconstructs social
hierarchies (Kumar 4) . Inall its manifestations,
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in autobiographies, in fiction, and in oral histo-
ries, Dalit women’s literature is a force of trans-
formation that has surpassed the confines of lit-
erature and has in turn transformed social move-
ments, law eventually changing policy, and per-
meated academic discourse. On the one hand,
these texts present an alternative narrative to
mainstream feminist and literary sources, be-
fore giving Dalit women’s voices a platform to
set them free, for legitimation and respect.

Thus, cultural resistance in the Dalit women’s
literature is a multiple pronged phenomenon
comprising the themes of self assertion, linguis-
tic defiance and collective solidarity. Their writ-
ings not only restore Dalit women’s identities
but also contribute to reshaping literary and
social space, the kinds of norms of caste and
patriarchy aiming at silencing their voices. These
acts are not mere acts of self expression but
rather power proclamation of survival, defiance
and change.

Resilience and Empowerment Through
Dalit Narratives :

Dalit Women’s literature does engage ac-
tively in resistance of caste and gender oppres-
sion but it also highlights the resilience and em-
powerment in their struggle. Resilience in this
context should be and is not just the endurance
against oppression but it is an active defiant of
dignity, identity, and agency. In the process of
education, solidarity and selfexpression, Dalit
women create spaces of Empire in literature to
reinvent the agony as authorization. In their nar-
ratives, they highlight that resilience should be
about standing up to systemic discrimination and
rewriting socio political structures, as well as
restoring self worth (Singh 73) .
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The Weave of My Life by Urmila Pawar is
one of the most powerful example of resilience
in Dalit woman’s literature. Pawar’s story brings
out the point of how education and self knowl-
edge can be the stepping stones to empower-
ment. She explains how studying was to be-
come her liberation, her liberation from the
oppressions of caste and patriarchy (Saini and
Rathee 9607) . Pawar challenges traditional
gender roles that have allowed Dalit women to
serve as subservient beings and through her
journey demonstrates that literacy and self ex-
pression are movements against the oppressor.
Her story not just makes Dalit women’s sub-
ordination personal, but also gives people the
ability to reclaim power.

Bama’s novel Vanmam portrays empow-
ered Dalit women who are free from the shack-
les of caste hierarchies, who can withstand the
ruthlessness of social violence. Unlike other
narratives of Dalit women that present them as
only victims, Bama rewrites their identities as
fighters to defy, not only casteist, but also pa-
triarchal oppression (Arivu Mani 158) . It is
important because by redefining this relation-
ship it is disrupting mainstream depictions of
Dalit women as passive sufferers to
foregrounding their strength and agency. Dalit
women’s lived experience between oppression
and empowerment is not merely a politicians’
problem; the female characters in Vanmam do
not simply “‘take what they are given’, instead
they actively resist their social realities.

Scholarly analyses also underscore how Dalit
women’s resilience corresponds to social and
psychological resistance, outside literary nar-
ratives. In Mukherjee et al. we see urban Dalit
women resist everyday microaggressions born
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from caste through education, independence
and activism (Mukherjee et al. 167). The study
shows how self assertion in professional and
academic milieu assumes the form of resistance
to casteist exclusions that enable Dalit women’s
visibility and voice in exclusionary places that
have been historically oppressive. Dalit women
define resilience as a collective, rather than in-
dividual, struggle through the process of chal-
lenging upper caste gatekeeping in education
and employment.

There have been clear roles also played by
language and communication in promoting em-
powerment. In claiming that co-cultural com-
munication frameworks foster Dalit women’s
resistance to linguistic erasure and their right to
self-expression (Badyal and Kumar 4) , Badyal
and Kumar suggest that co-cultural communi-
cation arrangements help Dalit women to resist
linguistic erasure. Dalit women’s literature es-
chews dominant literary traditions which impose
standardized language norms, and so affords
its experiences of the world in an authentic,
nonfiltered voice, through embracing regional,
dialects, oral traditions, non linear telling. Yet
this linguistic resistance itself is a form of Dalit
agency, an assertion of the agency that struc-
tures of linguistic elite control dictate are not
available to writing for the masses.

It cannot be underemphasized that Dalit lit-
erature has the role to play in social transfor-
mation. Kumar’s point is that Dalit literature has
been important in establishing legal and policy
changes that take into account that the struggles
of Dalit women are recognized at the institu-
tional level (Kumar 5) . Such literature helps
not only to reconcile the personal sufferings for
the sake of individual welfare with the call for
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collective action but also to establish that lit-
erature does not constitute merely asite to re-
flect but can also be transforming. Deep con-
nection between storytelling, activism and re-
silience is evident in the image of Dalit women
as agents of change.

At last, resilience in Dalit women’s litera-
ture is not about passive endurance but about
strategic survival, selfassertion and collective
empowerment. Dalit Women’s Narratives
transform traditional nuances of empowerment
through education, economic independence, lin-
guistic resistance or literary activism. The sto-
ries are both evidence of history and a force of
modern inspiration that helps prove that resil-
ience is not an individual trait, but a communal
force that helps progress. Dalit women reclaim
their voices, rewriting literature and society by
allowing their resistance to feed future genera-
tions inthe fight for equality, dignity and justice.

Conclusion :

The cultural resistance of caste and gender
oppression takes place in the form of Dalit
women’s literature. Dalit women reject the nar-
ratives of victimhood forced upon them in their
writings and offer their stories focusing on the
struggles, resilience and triumphs. Works of
authors as Bama, Urmila Pawar and Sivakami
would prove that literature is not only a me-
dium of escaping within itself, but of the trans-
formation of social and it dialogues on inequal-
ity, justice and empowerment (Singh 74).

This narrative also shows the themes of re-
sistance and resilience around how Dalit women
resist as well as manage systemic discrimina-
tion. Bama’s Vanmam not only opens to caste
based violence and discrimination but also ad-
dresses the solidarity and collective defiance
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amongst Dalit women (Arivu Mani 159) . On
the contrary, in The Weave of My Life, Urmila
Pawar stands for how education and aware-
ness to oneself can be used as tools of em-
powerment that empower Dalit women to claim
their identities and due freedom (Saini and
Rathee 9608) . Scholarly analyses on both the
mixing of co-cultural elements and linguistic
assertion outfit these narratives with analyses
of how language becomes an act of disaffec-
tion that breaks with the dominant literary con-
ventions through which Dalit voices have long
been excluded (Badyal and Kumar 5).

Apart from literature, Dalit women’s narra-
tives have been at the cradle of the social and
political activism that enshrined the struggles of
Dalit women as cognizable issues in legal pro-
cesses, feminist movements and policy mak-
ing. The focus on storytelling and activism rec-
ognizes that Dalit women’s resistance is beyond
a literary frontiers, both in the effort aimed at
promoting equality and justice (Kumar 6) . In
the latter part, Mukherjee et al. argue that the
everyday resilience of Dalit women inurban and
academic spaces, and particularly their pres-
ence in the workplace, in academia, and in
terms of advocacy, are telling, because they
indicate a larger cultural shift where Dalit women
are remaking their position within the society
(Mukherjee et al. 168) .

Therefore, Dalit women’s literature is not just
an archive of sufferings, but a manifesto for the
change. The voicing of Dalit women ensures
their presence in, and their contribution to dis-
cussions on gender, caste and social justice, by
writing down their experiences and making
them hear. Their literature exists as a record of
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past struggles, as an inspiration to come gen-  women’s literature is a powerful force in litera-
erations, as resistance not only isin relentless  ture and social landscape, their voices continue
struggle of oppression, but also embedding re-  to gain recognition and ensuring that fight for
vision of power with that, which prop it up. Dalit  dignity, equality and representation go on.
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Abstract :

Kdchengatc6;an, the Co;a king who ruled
Co;anadu after the Sangam era, constructed
seventy Mada temples. These temples were
distinct fromother temples. Mada temples were
built with the natural environment in mind and
are located in the districts of Thanjavur,
Tiruvarur, and Nagapattinam, the prime
terrainofC6;a Nadu. Tirunallir Kalyana-
sundarcsuvar Madatemple is located in the
Thiruvarur district, 2 kilometres from
Valangaiman on the Kumbakonam Thanjavur
Road. The Madatemple is the 20"Saivite
temple dedicated to Dgvaram on the south bank
of the Kavgri. This temple’s architecture and
sculpture are unique in the region.
Asaresult,thegoalof this article is to highlight the
architecture and sculpture features of thisMada
temple.

Keywords :
Hindu temple, ThirunallGr, Mada temple,
Architecture, Sculpture.

Introduction :

Tamil Nadu’s temples fostered both religious
and societal development. Divine conscious-
ness and artistic consciousness were thus com-
bined, yielding magnificent divine art. Temples
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served as educational, religious propaganda,
financial, and storage facilities on various lev-
els, and they played an important role in soci-
ety. Asa result, temples have played an impor-
tant role in theadvancement of civilization.
ThirunallGr Kalyanasundargswarar
Madatemple isoneofKdchengatco;an’s seventy
Mada temples. The temple is associated with
Amarnithi Nayanmar, one of the 63 Nayanmars
where Appar and Sambandar performed
Bhatikam. According to the temple’s history,
the seven Thiyakesa sculptures given by Indra
to Emperor Musukunda were worshipped
here. The colour of the Mdlavar Lingam in this
temple changes five times per day. So
Panchavarngswarar is another name.
Dgvarapathigam tells the story of the Lord plac-
ing his feet on Thirundvu-karasar’s head at his
request. So, like the Perumal temple, the prac-
tice of offering the Satadhari to the daily devo-
tees continues to this day. Thus, the Méada
temple construction and sculptures of this leg-
endary temple distinguish it from other temples
in the area.

Objectives of the study :
a. Discover how ThirunallQr
Kalyanasundhar¢swar Mada temple dif-
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fers from other temples.

b. DiscoverThirunallir  Kalyana-
sundhar¢swar Méada templearchitecture
and sculpture.

c. Thisarticle aims to reveals that the fea-

tures of Thirunallir Kalyéna-
sundhargswar Mada temple to people.

Methodology :

Data is gathered from inscriptions and an-
cient symbols as primary sources, literary evi-
dence, books, journals, and periodicals as sec-
ondary sources, and extensive exploratory ob-
servation. An in-depth luminescence study was
completed at the preliminary level, with facts
obtained from primary and secondary sources.
Kdchengetcdzhan :

Between AD 300 and AD 600, Tamil Nadu
experienced rapid growth in a variety of fields
(Venidevi and Kalaikdvan 2011) and
Kdchengatco;an (Rasamanikkanar 2005), a
descendant of Karikél C6;a, ruled Co;a from
Uarayar. Literature, inscriptions, Dgvarapathi-
gams (Nilakantasastri 1984), and other sources
are very useful in learning about this king, who
ruled a large territory. Kéchengatcd;an, revered
as a Saiva Nayanmar, reconciled religious dif-
ferences and built seventy temples for both Shiva
and Tirumal, thereby glorifying religion. Accord-
ing to Periyapurana, King worshipped Shiva in
his previous life as a spider due to the con-
struction of the Méada temple. At the same time,
Kdchengatc;an, a great conqueror (Pillai
2009), is lauded by many epithets, including
Tirunaraiylr Pasuram of Tirumangaiya;var,
Theivaval VValamkonda C6;an, Vadabulakkon
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Co;an of Thgndamizhal, Kudakonkan Cé;an
of the world, Theralan, and Kdchocd;an
(Nagaswamy 1979). Because C06;a Nadu had
naturally wide forests and wide streams, the
Lord built a high platform and placed a Vimana
on it to protect the temple where the Lord re-
sided from natural hazards such as rainfall and
floods. Before the Pallavas in Tamil, Koche-
Egatcd;an made a revolution by constructing
seventy Mada temples (Venkadasamy 1956)
using new architectural thinking. AD Kdco;an
was a distinguished person who fought battles
in places like Alundur and Venni, according to
TirumaEgai A;war of the 8" century
Nandivarma Pallava Il era (Balasubramanian
1976).

Gopuram::

The first Gopuram’s five-storey structure
consists of a high base, a Patha Pantha Thangu
Thalam V¢dhigai part, four-sided half-pillars
supporting the wall, cut-out roof beams, and
the lower floor of the tower made of rock stone
(Joveau-Dubrevil 1987). The other parts and
upper floors are made of brick. The Gépuram’s
entrance door is made of wood, and the carv-
ings depict Lord Shiva, Amarnithi Nayanar
Puranas, and animal and bird carvings.A sculp-
ture of Mahasadasivamurthy can be found on
top of the Gépuram. The second Gopuram is
built with a Kap6tha Pantha Thangu Thalam, a
Vc¢dhigai block, eight-faced half-pillars, and a
roof supported by bud Podhigai.

Mada temple :

Temples are typically constructed on land,

rocks, or hills. Madatemples are Vimanas
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(Acharya 1946) built on elevated platforms that
are quite different from these. A high floor is
built underground in the construction ofa Mada
temple, and the Vimana of the Madatemple is
built onthat floor by receiving the correspond-
ing floors and elements (Venidevi and
Kalaikkovan 2011). The name Mada Temple
is given to this structure because the shrine of
the main lord is on the top floor rather than the
bottom. Inscriptions refer to these temples as
‘Perundrukoils’ (Balasubrahmanyam 1966)
because of their size.

Bearing the Madatemplethe entire 4.57-
metre-tall Vemru Thalam (High floor) is con-
structed of rock stones. Upanam, Jagati, Urul
Kumutham, Prativari, Kandam, Kapotam, and
Kapotha Bandha Thangu Thalam \edikai block
make up its structure. Its wall is surrounded by
four faceted half-pillars that contain all of the
elements.Above the Uttaram Vajanam with a
carved Tharanga Pothiga is a Valabi roof de-
sign with lotus petals.The south side of the
Vettru Thalam has 25 steps, and the wall has
Six Kdmmam to the west, Nine Kbmmam to
the south, and Eight Kbmmam o the north. The
southern section contains two Alamar
Annalsand a Uchitta Ganapati sculpture, while
the northern section contains a Ko__avai sculp-
ture.

Vimanas of Mada Temple :

This Mada temple is notable for its Vimanas
of Lord Kalyanasundargshwar, Devi
Krisundari, and Someskandhar.

¢ The Maldapa, Mughamaldapam, and
Vimana temple complex faces east. The
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roof is supported by three square pillars
on the east side of the hall. There are
two windows in each of the three direc-
tions of the inner circle, around the south,
west, and north Muha Maldapa and
Vimanam. It is a two-story Dravidian
Vimana that is 5 metres square and has
a four-faced half-pillar roofits Podhiga
is angular.Valabi is emptythe round and
Vimana walls are connected in all three
directions.The 9.15 m? wall basement
only is of rock stone with four-sided
semi-pillars and a wall roof of part brick
construction off the Vimana’s second
floor. The elements of the Vimana’s first
floor are separated from those of the
Vimana’s second floor. As a result, there
is a chance to get around the second
floor.In the sanctum sanctorum, a slen-
der lingamwith holes is displayed on a
square pedestal. The south wall on the
north wall, Brahma Vishnu is shown
backstage with Lord Shiva and Goddess
Parvati in Sukhasana.

AsanaAmman Vimana is a two-stage
Dravidian Vimana located at the top of
the temple, facing South.Its structure is
made up of a Patha Pantha-bearing plat-
form, V¢dhigai block, four-faced half-
pillars that affix to the wall, and cut
Pothigai that supports the roof.

The two-story Dravidian Vimana of
Sémaskandar, with the Mukha
Maldapa, is located to the south-west.
The three directional Kémmamin the
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Vimana’s lower part are empty, and the
Araelements, Kirivam, crest, and apex,
are brick constructions. Patha Pantha
Thangu Thalam, Vedhigai block, four-
sided half-pillars, and roof elements sup-
porting shear Pothigai are used in its con-
struction. Sdmaskandar makes an ap-
pearance in its sanctum.

& Three square pillars with flower-bud
Pothigai support the round hall’sroofon
the Kapothabandha basement to the
south, west, and north of the round.
Sculptures of Amarnithi Nayanar, Appar,
Sambandar, Sundarar, and Saptamatha
canbe found on the south side of the hall.
Ganapati is located in the southwest cor-
ner, Lord Murugan is in the west, and
Gajalakshmi is located in the northwest.
As a result, the temple’s construction
consists of two campus circuits.

Sculpture :

It is customary to place sculptures of gods
within the Agamas of temples. Saiva tradition
sculptures have beenerected in the TirunallGr
KalyanasundargswararMada temple in this
manner. The sculptures of Vinayaka, Subrama-
nyar, Gajalakshmi, Sandgswarar, Sériyan, and
Santhiran deities found in the Madatemple
circles are highlighted. This section mentions
Krisundari, Mahasadasiva Murthy, C6;a pe-
riod Uchitta Ganapatiand Ko__avai, Alamar
Annal, Amarnithi Nayanar, and Nataraja’s
Orthuva Dandava sculpture.

¢ Because Shakthi deitieshave
beenworshippedunder many names since
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the Sangam period, it is possible
tolearnaboutthe deity’s heroic deeds,
character, nature,colour,location of
clothes and weapons, and so on. As a
goddess who shares this temple with
ShivaKrisundari in the sanctum wears a
Karanda Makudam on her head, a
flower bud in her backhands and a
Muthra of protection and mercy on her
front hands.He is standing in a position
and looking south.

Maha Sathasivamurthy has 25 faces and
50 arms, and holding various weapons.
In Sukhésana (Gopinathan Rao 1916),
he is seated on a lotus flower. This clay
sculpture is located on the west side of
the first Gopuram.

On the Vemruthalam, there are two
Alamar Annal sculptures.Alamar Annal
is in Virasana (Swaminathan Sastri
2015), facing south, with his right leg on
Muyalagan’s back and hisleft leg folded.
On his head, he wears Jata-Bhara, fol-
lowed byUtarabandham, Muppuri-Nul,
Cavadi, shoulder, and arm bands.Two
sages sit on each side of the lower part
of the seat where the Lord is sitting.

According to some scriptures, the Gupta
and later Gupta periods followed the
Vamasagara Tantra Margam method of
worshipping Lord Ganapati with Shakti
Devi (Banerjee 1956), with an empha-
sis on lust.Uchitta Ganapati sits in
Ilalidasana wearing Utarabandham
Cimmréadai and a Karanda Makudam.
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In his right hand, he holds Md&thakam,
while the other hand embraces the god-
dess, and in his back hand, Ankusam
holds a trunk between the goddess
seated on his thigh.Karanda Makudam
wears the goddess’s head seated on his
thigh, with his left hand holding a flower
bud and hisright hand holding Ganapati’s
genitalia.

The Co;a period is represented by the
Ko__avaiSculpture on the south-facing
Vemmruthalam (Harle 1963). She is
adorned with a Karanda Makudam on
his head, Makara KuGdalams on his
ears, Savadi, Sarapalli, a shoulder strap,
Shwarnavaikaksham, Pammatai, a lay-
ered annulus on his feet, and a conchand
wheel in his back hands. The front left-
hand Kadiyavalambitham is also part of
the front right-hand protective Mutra.

The Amarnithi Nayanir sculpture in the
Méadatemple complex’s northern
Maldapadepictsat all Amarnithiyar with
a turban,moustache,and beard bowing
with his wife andchild.

ADNataréja is seated with his right leg
resting on the head of a Muyalagan and
his left leg raised, smiling with eight arms
in this copper sculpture from the ninth or
tenth century C6;a period. A Thalaikkél
is in the right rear hand, and a fire flame,
a bell, and a three-headed snake are in
the left. The protective Muthra onthe right
front hand and the VV¢;a Muthra on the
left front hand this sculpture’s innovative
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dance form has been placed in TirunallGr
Méda temple as an amazing piece of
art(Kalaikkovan 2004) that cannot be
found anywhere else in Tamilnadu
temples.

Inscriptions :

This temple complex yielded twenty-three
inscriptions. Inscriptions from the reigns of
Ummamac0;a, Rajardjal I, Rajathirajal I,
KulbthuEgal 111, Rajarajal 111, Rajcndran 111,
and Virardmanathal have been discovered
(ARIE 1911). Twelve Rajaraja 11 inscriptions
have been discovered among them.

& The names of four Valanadugal are men-
tioned in the Tirunalldr inscriptions:
Nitavinddha Valanadu, Mudikolda C6;a
Valanadu, and Uyyakondar Valanadu. It
also mentions two countries, Nalldr Nadu
and Tunda Nadu. Thirty-one town names
have been discovered. There are seven
towns with the suffix Mangalam, three
with the suffix NallQr, thirteen with the
suffix Or, and eight with multiple suffixes.

« Agriculture-related inscriptions are also
found here, mentioning two types of
Tharam Tharamili lands. The wastelands
are referred to as Mayakkal.Irrigation
was assisted by the Pafijavan Madhevi,
Mummudico;an, and KothaGdaramal
canals, as well as the Madhgval,
Panchavanmadgvi, Valaval, and
Thirunarayanal Vathi.

+ The majority ofthe inscriptions state that
the temple was given land for the wor-



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 22, Issue. 04, April 2025

RAcTl- 81

ISSN No. : 2456-4702
RNINo. APTEL/2003/12253

ship of Lord Kalyanasundargshwar and
for food.The Lord has been given lands
to cover the costs of garlanding the
Sengalunir and Masi festivals. Paddy
from Bandaram is measured for the
Lord’s adornment, food, and lamp oil.In
the temple complex, Narayanan Kaviran
constructed a MaGdapam.

As an opportunity to light the Nanda
lamps in the Lord’s temple, Vanago-
variyar presented 240 coins and two
tiersoflampsSivacharya, a templepriest,
donated 200 rupees to light two Nandha
lamps. Vemmanaran,an Ummamacd;
apuram merchant, offered 90 goats and
lit the lamp (Venidevi and Kalaikkovan
2011).

On the plinth of the temple’s second
GOpura, aninscription from Rajathirajan
I1’s 12%regnal year was discovered. The
Perunguri Mahasabha was in charge of
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