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Abstract

The eco-casteism in India is an explicit indi-
cation of systemic ecological exclusion, which
is provably bound to multifaceted caste hierar-
chy. This paper theorizes Dalit Ecologies as an
epistemic resistance framework, by considering
that Dalit folklore, which is expressed in Tradi-
tional Knowledge Systems (TKS), is an impera-
tive critique of mainstream ecological thought.
It uses Zaheerabad food system as a case studly,
and elaborates on how the agro-biodiversity that
Dalit women preserve, how the marginalized folk
knowledge is converted into verifiable scientific
information. This strict writing claims the scien-
tific validity of Dalit practices, in order to de-
Brahmanize the discourse of the environment.
The results claim that acknowledging this his-
torical and cultural expertise is the key to the
realization of environmental sustainability and
material social justice.

Keywords : Dalit Ecologies, Epistemic Re-
sistance, Eco-Casteism, Traditional Knowl-
edge Systems (TKS), Dalit Women.

Introduction : The Political Necessity of
Dalit Folklore Studies
The Folklore Studies and Dalit Studies inter-

section refers to a very critical area of intellec-
tual and political practice of South Asia. The tra-
ditional patterns of undervaluing folklore as cul-
tural documentation, Dalit-based interpretation
of folklore turns the discipline into an action-ori-
ented sphere of opposition and historical healing
and revisionism. The spirit of the Dalit Studies is
highly intellectual; it hinges on the need to accli-
matize the folklore and their equivalents to the
political action and social change (Ingole 91).

This paper is the fact that Dalit folklore (or
Traditional Knowledge Systems (TKS)) on land,
labour and food submits a formidable epistemic
challenge to a pervasive structural injustice that
is known as Eco-Casteism. The theorists might
create a Duraiya Ecologies of practice, which
fundamentally de-Brahmanizes the discourse of
the environment and interrupts the hierarchies
of resource ownership, through rigorously pre-
sented and validated versions of these local, all-
too-often gendered knowledge grounds. This
paradigm is significant because based on the
arguments that the Dalit intelligentsia have pro-
vided, in the event that mainstream humanities
and social sciences are unable to comprehend
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the degree of the pain and suffering, which Dalits
experience, then the very system of knowledge,
which is presently embodied, is also inherently
flawed and insufficient (Ingole 91).

The theoretical framework of Antonio
Gramsci on the subaltern will be the basis of this
study. The indigenous version of the Gramscian
subaltern is Dalits the group of people who do
not belong to the power structure and to the po-
litical representation (Wankhede 51). Their cul-
ture becomes political in a per se way because
a central location a pivotal point, the subaltern
voice narrates, criticizes and challenges the domi-
nant system, power structure, and history (Ingole
94). The radical de-Brahmanisation of the dis-
ciplinary space is the primary scholarly approach
that can be guaranteed by the study of the Dalit
folklore (Ingole 91). By making these silenced
histories as we do, we are in effect dragging the
caste, humiliation discourse to the core of the
mainstream academic scene, making a hard job
to provide the Dalit intellectualism tradition with
a feeling of pride (Ingole 91).

The Theoretical Imperative : Finding Dalit
Ecologies, Eco-Casteism.

In its turn, Indian environmental politics can
be subject to the criticism within the frames of
the concept of Dalit Ecologies, which was re-
cently institutionalized by such scholars as
Indulata Prasad and Mukul Sharma. This type
of framework presupposes that the environment
is not being passively pictured as a background,
but rather as an environment actively being pro-
jected in terms of an ideology of Hindu
Brahminism which is the force behind the main-
streams environmental activism (Prasad 98 ).

The Environmental Segregation Processes

The caste system has a grim past that has a
major implication to the Dalit environment
(Prasad 98). Caste brought about the concept
of social and natural order whereby occupation,
knowledge and even bodies were intertwined
with the concept of pollution and ritual purity

(Veerraju ). The building led to procedural envi-
ronmental segregation.

Exclusion and Appropriation : The caste
system enabled the dominant groups to isolate
and exploit a given group of people by taking
and exploiting natural resources (\Veerraju ).

Association with Dirtiness : The ati-
Shudras (or Dalits) were related with trash and
pollution and thus unworthy to be associated with
humans and participate in normal things and
therefore they were out of key social resources
like wells and common lands (Prasad 102).

Disproportionate Vulnerability : Dalits are
disproportionately affected by climate change,
natural calamities and pollution, although virtu-
ally no literature and policy exists on their eco-
logical literacy due to their dependence on manual
labour, including agriculture, and their landless-
ness historically (Prasad 98).

The Structural Critique: Eco-Casteism and
Eco-Naturalism

The exclusion of such in structure necessi-
tated the development of correct theoretical
terms that would capture the injustice of envi-
ronmental policy. The ideas that had to enter into
the high level critique, as introduced by Mukul
Sharma, are:

Eco-Casteism : This is the ecological prac-
tice that adheres to systematic reproduction of
the caste (Sharma 16). This can be seen in the
projects of the urban-elite communities, such as
the Vrindavan Conservation Project that, tradi-
tionally, violate or misrepresent serious Dalit
environmental concerns, such as the manual
scavenging, clean water, and land rights
(Sharma).

Eco-Naturalism : This is the ideological core
of the question, and it presupposes that it is the
ecology which shapes the predominance of caste
in the rural societies. It is an ideology that at-
tempts to demonstrate systemic injustice and
eradicate the need of any political interventions
by suggesting the caste system and the hierar-
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chies that arise as natural phenomena (Sharma).
The Dalit Ecologies has also been conceptual-
ized as an expression of Dalit articulations with
their environment bringing up to international
trends like Black Ecologies, in terms of which
this notion of Eco-Casteism and the injustice of
marginalization and overexposure to pollution, is
suggested as a direct and inevitable challenge to
Dalit articulations (Prasad 98).

Cross-cutting and the role of Dalit Women
Vulnerability

The intersectional lens becomes highly sig-
nificant when it comes to a comprehensive analy-
sis of the framework because it highlights the
notion of the triple burden that Dalit women ex-
perience. These women are at the pointy end of
environmental injustices, the weight of gender
bias and caste discrimination coupled with eco-
nomic deprivation (Savariyar).

Dalit and Tribal women are said to be the
waterside of risk in India (Savariyar). The pu-
rity-pollution taboos also mean that they are
largely excluded to share common water bodies
and they live in segregated and unsanitary loca-
tions (Savariyar). The everyday routine of wa-
ter, food, and fuel places the task of environ-
mental control and scarcity on their hands, and
simultaneously the task of victimization by the
environment and primary specialists in the cru-
cial ecological knowledge (Savariyarar).

Despite this disproportionality of crisis, in the
majority of cases, the environmental activism
performed by the dominant groups fails to con-
sider the interests of the latter, because the so-
cial structures that lead to the ecological disas-
ter are not considered (Savariyar). This inter-
sectional discussion demonstrates that there is a
greater necessity to have recognitional justice
which does not only aim to transform the status
of women who are marginalized but authorizes
them as a need and consequently the creators
of their liberation (Savariyar ). This interest turns
the controversy of Dalit women, as a victim of
an active conservator and epistemologist.

Epistemic Rebuttal of Knowledge Systems:
Traditional Knowledge Systems in
Zaheerabad Case Study

The most eloquent evidence of the epistemic
power of Dalit Ecologies is that of their Tradi-
tional Knowledge Systems (TKS) which are
strictly described. TKS is a sophisticated body
of knowledge that consists of agricultural, health,
metallurgy and craft knowledge that mainstream
science and environmental policy are system-
atically neglecting (Balasubramanian and Devi).

The TKS case study of sustainability as a
practical system is also critically introduced in
the analysis of Dalit traditional food system in
the Zaheerabad area of South India by Deccan
Development Society (Salomeyesudas and
Satheesh). A system which is relatively pre-
served and maintained by women as well as is
reliant on the perpetuation of already existing
rich agro-biodiversity, under which quality food,
medicine, and fodder are supplied, and where
high soil fertility that enables a variety of nutri-
tious, uncultivated foods to be delivered
(Salomeyesudas and Satheesh).

It is also evident that this local knowledge is
large since it contains a list of 329 varieties/spe-
cies of cereal, millets, pulses, oil seed, fruits, and
vegetables, greens and roots as well as tubers
(Salomeyesudas and Satheesh ). An uncultivated
greens or edible plants growing in the wild, fre-
quently in proximity to cultivated crops, and har-
vested freely by Dalit women farmers and used
as vegetables is one of the components of this
system and has been a bountiful and convenient
source of food and food security (Salomeyesudas
and Satheesh). The close, practical association
with the environment is invoked by this scien-
tific know-how of the pasture use of roots, leaves,
flowers, fruits, and gums (Salomeyesudas and
Satheesh).

A dynamic scientific and political assertion is
that there is a process of documenting this TKS
that is involved. Majority of these uncivilized
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foods are normally overlooked within the main-
stream scientific agricultural paradigms, as these
are mere weeds (Salomeyesudas and Satheesh).
The Zaheerabad study adopted rigid techniques
of participatory researches to bring this
marginalized folk knowledge into measurable
science, which was a direct attack on the gen-
eral scientific system. The research was done
in the following steps:

Ethical Consent : The written informed
consent was given not only to the individual Dalit
mothers but also to the leaders of the sangham
(village group), thus a community-based research
was reached.

Documentation Participation : 149 Dalit
mothers were engaged in an interview conducted
in Telugu language wherein the names of local
names, seasons, kind of harvest, and how they
are prepared were noted.

Scientific Check-Up : 26 samples of un-
cultivated green leafy vegetables, which were
sent to the laboratory of the well known Na-
tional Institute of Nutrition, (NIN) in Hyderabad
(Salomeyesudas and Satheesh).

Generation of new Data : The outcome of
this process was that it developed the new data
on the nutrient of 21 greens and 15 wild fruit
and this scientifically validates that Dalit food
system advances reasonable nutritional data and
health in the community (Salomeyesudas and
Satheesh).

This is an overt challenge to the Eco-
Casteism of the hegemonic logic and is actually
a scientifically validated counterargument to its
earlier discredited status as having been useful
nutritionally and ecologically. It shows that the
preservation of such specialized knowledge, to
a large part the work of Dalit women is a con-
crete manifestation of sustainable resource man-
agement, and that must be embedded in the en-
vironmental planning (Salomeyesudas and
Satheesh).

Conclusion: Cultural Resilience and the Fu-
ture of Anti-Caste Discourse

The study of Dalit Ecologies confirms the fact
that the Dalit folklore can be considered a so-
phisticated repository of political philosophy, hard
scientific knowledge, and alternative historical
narrative. The oral tradition, myths and folk tales
have inspired Dalit writers immensely to re-write
their lost past that accurately reflects their ex-
perience of fighting oppression and therefore they
ensure that they develop a strong counter-dis-
course to the official historical accounts. Popu-
lar magazine articles and booklets have circu-
lated this historical rewriting in which dissidents
of the lower castes are idealized, and this has
been construed as an existential necessity of
gaining social absorption and esteem to provide
the rationale necessary to confront the dominant
communities and popular histories at the field of
knowledge production.

This cultural claim is cemented in political
dimension which is founded on the tradition of
Ambedkar and seeks to promote a sense of
shared universal identity that conflicts with the
immoral, unscientific and retrogressive form of
social system and provides a proud historic legacy
that has been embodied by personalities like Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar (Wankhede).

In conclusion, the primary purpose of the
high-end research in this direction entails mak-
ing the anti-caste discourse mainstream in the
academy. By demonstrating that the Dalit cul-
tural production is an acceptable source of eco-
logical knowledge and scientific information, as
the Zaheerabad TKS study demonstrates, schol-
ars decolonize the field of disciplines and ensure
that the voices of the oppressed should be viewed
as the invaluable source of knowledge about the
current South Asia and the manifestation of its
decolonization. It is the most interesting and le-
gitimate form of anti-caste assertion to date since
the validation of this localized, embodied knowl-
edge is the most legitimate.
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Abstract :

The pre-historic people of India might not
have had temples and even if they had we have
no means to know their form and architecture.
During the Vedic period Aryans did not consider
permanent structures to house their gods, and
for it was essentially an age of sacrifices and
Veda and Vedic literature that followed are sig-
nificantly silent about temples and structures.

Key Words : Pre-Historic, Rock-cut, Ar-
chitecture, Vedic, Buddhist, Brahminical, Pallava.

Introduction :

It is very difficult to state that exactly when
the Hindus started building Brahminical temples
in India. The Indus valley civilization discover-
ies unfolds everything that human civilization
during the prehistoric times except a temple for
worship. Both at Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro it
was developed the urban civilization that discov-
ered. There are well laid geometrically straight
streets flanked by two storied houses built of
burnt bricks, well planned underground drainage,
almost modern in conception, public baths that
can accommodate many bathers at a time, a
centrally situated market place, huge granaries,
and all that is wanted in developed municipal

town. There were also discovered utensils,
painted pottery, pieces of sculptures of bronze,
stone and terracotta, ornaments and beads cy-
lindrical seals and everything proclaimed high
degree of the civilization, the habitants of those
in cities enjoyed. Among the artifacts discov-
ered are sand stone made bust of the priest with
a band across his forehead, tri-foiled mantle over
his shoulder, a bronze figure of dancer and other
figures of several deities prominent among them
are mother goddess and Pasupathi, a three
headed deity in Yogasana surrounded various
animal forms. Historian opine that these indicated
a religion with the cults of mother goddess and
Rudra or Shiva. Both these cults are prominent
in the later modes of Dravidian worships ad fi-
nally they were all absorbed in to Hinduism. It is
lucid, the people of prehistoric time had a reli-
gion though its form may not be defined. Yet no
temple worship is discovered either in the twin
cities of Harappa and Mojendaro or other exca-
vated sites. perhaps single undug mound at
Mohenjo-Daro uncovers a temple, if at all it is
excavated. It is indeed hard to imagine an an-
cient civilization with established cults and settled
rich urban life without a temple worship.
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The last phase of architectural tradition of
Mauryan empire of Asoka times has extended
to the south. The earliest caves were excavated
in the time of Asoka and his grandson Dasaratha,
are located in Barabar hills, Nagarjuna hills, near
Gaya in Bihar?. All these caves are well known,
four in Bihar, Three in Nagarjuna hills are dedi-
cated to Ajivika sect. one of them are most well-
known The Lomasa-rishi cave and Sudhama
cave. The Mauryan tradition of rock hewing
might have reached the South. Thus, the granite
railing around the stupa at Amaravati was raised
at period not far too distant form Asoka. Some
of the rock shelters were refashioned to suit the
Jain resorts between the Second century B.C to
Third Century A.D.? In the south we are not
aware of rock cut architecture until the end of
last quarter of sixth century A.D. taking India a
whole, we may see continuation of rock cut ar-
chitecture in any form such as cut out of boul-
ders and rocks hillocks. But early period of rock
architecture, Brahminical contribution is virtu-
ally null. In contrast, to this Buddhism played
dominant role in the realm of activity of rock
hewn architecture. Indeed, it is told that Bud-
dhist temple that served as the model of
Brahminical temples. It can be said that no his-
tory of Brahminical rock architecture is com-
plete without a chapter on Buddhist cave shrines.

Buddhist rock cut architecture :

The early Buddhists certainly erected per-
manent structures for worship. They built stupas
even at the time of Buddha’s parinirvana at about
the end of the fifth century B.C. it is said that
they built actually ten stupas soon after the death
of Buddha. Eight stupas were built on his relics,
one on the urn with which were relics were
measured and one on the coals of the pyre.
However we cannot be certain than when the
stupas or the symbols of stupas actually became
the object of worship. Perhaps Buddhists started
worship stupas that contained the remains of
Buddha since the day of his parinirvana. But it
is certain during that during the Mourya times

stupas became the objects of Buddhist worship.
According to one legend king Asoka collected
the relics of the Buddha from the original eight
stupas and divided into eighty thousand parts and
erected eighty thousand stupas all over India in
order to facilitate the worship of Buddha by ev-
ery devotee throughout the subcontinent this
might be an exaggeration as it is not fully sup-
ported either by archaeologists and historians.
Exactly when the Buddhists thought housing rep-
lica of stupa, within a closed enclosure for the
purpose of worship and rituals cannot be deter-
mined. But the during the second century rock
cut caves were hewed with a stupa in interior
for the twin purpose of worship and ritual. These
stupas were served as icons for worship, so in
reality they were not stupas at all. According to
stupas were mainly three kinds: datu garbhas
i.e. stupas contain relics, i.e. memorial stupas
and ankita stupas dedicated to Buddha, icon
stupas for chaitya grihas are comes under third
category. All the chaityas were rock hewn hav-
ing the imitation of wooden structures that
erected in plains. For in fact, the early chaityas
caves followed style of woodenarchitecture in
the matter of constructions and decoration. So,
it can be said that the Buddhists started erecting
chaityas though in wood earlier than in second
century.

Apart from the Kautilya’s Ardhasatra, in
Katasaritsagara too there are references to the
Brahminical temples of worship. Katasaritsagara
was a translation of parts of Brihatkatha and
was done by Soma Devabhatta about the begin-
ning of the twelfth century. So we can safely
infer that Brahminical temples existed along with
Buddhist chaityas during the early centuries, but
even they must have been wooden structures
and no traces of such structures are available to
us today.

The majority of Buddhist rock temples were
confined to western India. They are existed in
majority number in the state of Maharashtra re-
gion. The tendency of natural trap formation of
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soft texture and its horizontal bedding made it
easier to excavate temple and magnificent sculp-
tures. The East coast area played a pivotal role
in fostering rock cut architecture in the places
like Guntupalle of west Godavari District of
Andhra Pradesh dated to early 2nd century B.C.
to medieval times®.

Brahminical temples :

The excavations at Nagarjunakonda uncov-
ered remains of lithic structures of at least four
Brahminical temples. From these few remains
now available.We can infer that they were com-
plete temple structures with mandapas and
Prasada. It is not possible to reconstruct their
architectural forms as existing remains are not
enough to give a clue to those forms. But we
now know definitely that the beginnings of the
Brahminical temple architecture in India were
not made with them, they are lithic and followed
wooden forms that went before them. Secondly
mandapa is an appended addition to the main
body of the Brahminical temple and such is cer-
tainly later development. Such an addition of the
body of the temple should have been conceived
only after some time had lapsed since the begin-
ning of the Brahminical temple. So, even con-
servative estimate, it can be inferred that
Brahminical temple existed at least five centu-
ries earlier. Perhaps they were also built of wood,
as the all the architecture of India during these
times and it must be due to this that we do not
come across any remains of their temple.

The earliest Brahminical temples are pre-
served even up to this day are, one at Chejerla
in Guntur, and another is Ter in Nal, Durg dis-
trict. They are barrel vaulted structures, the back
end in rounded up. In the manner of the hind
part of an elephant and completely built of brick
and mortar. In Indian traditional terminology such
a form of architecture is termed as gajapristaa-
kara or the form of the hind part of an elephant.
The faced of the temple at Ter was resembles
the Buddhist rock cut chaitya at Ellora. The
facade might have been altered to its present

form at a later date for reasons not known. Per-
haps he facade retained at Ter was the tradi-
tional form for all such structures of that period.
According to Ferguson, such structures for wor-
ship were quitenumerous during those times
throughout India. All these temples have the
apse, the nave and the aisle similar to the chaitya
cave earlier. Even the pedestal of the Brahminical
deity is placed exactly on the spot where the
replica of stupa should be in the Buddhist chaitya.
Architecturally, they fully conform the Buddhist
chaityas of that time and earlier times. Historian
date these buildings belongs to the fourth cen-
tury A.D. Fergusson and a few other historians
believed that the temple at Chejerla and Ter were
originally Buddhist chaityas were later converted
to Brahminical worship, the reason being by com-
pletely confirm he structure and form to the ex-
isting and previous Buddhist chaityas. But to we
can no longer hold to this view point. They could
be originally Brahminical temples, for there is
an enough evidence to prove that Hindus were
building Brahminical temples at most same time
as the Buddhists. Perhaps they did not differ
much in form and structure from the Buddhist
chaityas of those early times. The seventh cen-
tury of the present era is significant marked a
revolution in the art and architecture of Brahmini-
cal temples distinct in the form from the Bud-
dhist house of worship. The oblong structure
rounded at end with running nave in the centre
and running aisles in the sides and apse at one
end to house the icon, gave place to cubical struc-
tures with a pyramidal or curvilinear top. The
square became the basis for the Brahminical
temple from the seventeenth century.

Rock cut Temple architecture - Pallava’s
contribution :

The beginning of temple architecture south
India is attributed to the Pallavas had ruled the
country during 6th to 7th centuries A.D. Accord-
ing to A.H. Long Hurst” the earliest Hindu
temples in South India are there at Mahabali-
puram at Chingalputdist in Tamilnadu which are
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generally known as seven pagodas*. The inscrip-
tions on the temple records that they were hewn
out of living rock by Pallavas in 7th century A.D.
the style of their architecture shows that they
are stone models of former Buddhist’s building
which have been adopted to suit the requirement
of Hinduism.(reference!). there are two facts
which gave this theory plausibility. In the first
phase, the total absence of any temple prior to
7th century AD. Secondly the construction of
large number of temples after this period. There
seems to end weight to the surmise that during
this time no temples were built in South India®.
Howevermandagapattu inscription of
Mahendravarman-1 brought to lime light by
French man M.Jouvean Debreuil. The inscrip-
tion reveals as follows

“the temple is carved to be constructed
by the king “Vichitrachitta without use of
bricks, timber,metals and mortar”

Vichithrachitta is one of the many titles of
the Pallava king Mahindra Varman-I. according
to the inscription we may notice that temples
existed even before Mahindra Varman-I and
only they were built of brick, timber, metals and
mortar®. The inscription indirectly refutes that
the Mahindra Varman was the first to introduce
art of temple building into South India.
M.JouveanDebreuil says” the mandagapattu in-
scription clearly says that the epoch of Mahindra
Varman- | there existed also temple which were
not cut in rocks but built with bricks, wood and
metal andmortar.

The last inference is an important that the
mandagapattu inscription proves that the Hin-
dus knew perfectly well how to build temples,
then that epoch of Mahindra Varman, it is cer-
tain that there exists of temples of brick, timber,
metal, perhaps these buildings were made of
perishable material have fallen into ruins have
been destroyed either by time or men’. It was
agreed with A.H.Longhurst, he is of opinion that
curious minded was the inventor of the art of

carving Hindu temples out of natural rock in-
stead of building them with usual methods and
practices®. Eminent editor T. Gopinatha Rao has
expressed and supported the opinion of Debreuil
that most important information conveyed by it
that before the time of Vichitrachitta, bricks,
wood, metal, mortar were common building
material. This was evident that the basement and
walls of buildings were of brick work, plaster
with mixture of lime and sand and super struc-
tures were composed of wood work held in a
position fuse of metallic nails and bands. Even
in this day this mode of construction can be no-
tified in Malabar coast. The state in this inscrip-
tion that Mahindra Varman did not employed
bricks, timber, wood, mortar in the constructions
that temple built before his time were all of per-
ishable material. We may say that it is first rock
hewn Hindu shrine of his time. It is impossible
for a number of temples to have come suddenly
into existence from the beginning of the 7th cen-
tury A.D., unless the activity of building temples
had been practiced long before®.

In the view of three writers it has unanimously
expressed that the temples were built before the
time of Mahindra Varman- | were brick, timber,
mortar and metals. The timber was elaborately
used in the construction of the temples espe-
cially in the Vimanas is proved by the following
reference “Manasara” a great work on archi-
tecture.

There are epigraphic evidences available
which shows the temples from very early times.

1. The Tirukkalukurnam, grant of Chola king
Rajasekhari Verman tells us that a Pallava
king called Skandasishya, the predeces-
sor of Vatapikonda Narasimhavarma
Pottaraiyar gave a certain land” free form
taxes to the feet of God of mulasthana
(EP ind.111 277)

2. The British museum plates of Charu Devi,
the queen of Yuva maharaja Buddha-
varman and daughter-in-law of Pallava
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king made the grant of field to the God
narayana of Kuli Mahathraka temple in
Dalura. (Ep. Ind. VIII, 143)

3. The grants of salankayana kings who
ruled in Vengi from 250 A.D to 450 A.
Dallude to a temple of the Sun god Chitra-
rathasvami at city of Vengi
(Ep.IndIX.Jr.An.HSI)

4. According to Tulugunda inscription of
Kadamba king Kakusta Varma extended
form the time of Satakarni kings.

These extracts from inscriptions clearly
shows that temples existed in all parts of South
India at least from 2nd century B.C.

Consequently, the theory that Pallavas were
the first to introduce the temple architecture in
south India must be given up. What really the
Pallava had done for our temple is to substitute
imperishable material such as stone or rock cut
in the place of perishable material like brick, tim-
ber, iron, mortar in the temple building.

Now we have to pose a question that what
was the pre-Pallava temple? It is not difficult to
answer this question. The temple at
Mahabalipuram provides ample information. We
have already noted that Mahindra Varman had
introduced art of rock cut temples. In mandaga-
pattu inscription he claims only the credit of re-
placing the perishable materials by stone. What
he had done actually was copy to natural rock
from the brick, wooden structures. AH
Longhurst mentioned “to the wonderful Pallava
monuments at seven pagodas must have noticed
that all the monolithic free standing temples, lo-
cally known as rathas are obviously only stone
models of the buildings with brick and mortar
and timber framed roofs, decorated with copper
guilt ornaments like those referred in inscription
quoted above.

The temples cars must be remembered as
rathas from the monolithic temples of
Mahabalipuram. It seems there should be rela-
tion between ratha and vimana. Dr. A.K

Kumaraswamy made a pointed reference to the
resemblance of Aryavarthasikhara to the bam-
boo scaffolding of professional car(ratha) is too
striking and had a resemblance with shore
temples of great size provided with enamorous
wheels (Vijayanagara, Konark), the monolithic
temples at Mahabalipuram are actually called
rathas, that is cars while the Vimana applied to
the later Dravidian temples. It has a sense of
“moving palace” or vehicle®. The temple car is
vestige of pat. It represents the temple of ear-
lier days when the chief building material was
wood. In south India, as well as the other parts
of the country, wooden architecture proceeded
stone architecture, although people learnt to built
with more durable material like stone. They re-
tained the older forms of the temples on account
of their basic conservative temperament of an
Indian.

An abundance of detail and profusion of
sculpture covered all the temple of Pallava ar-
chitecture; the design had been well thought out
and systematically expressed in stone get a com-
plete architectural effect. This is accomplished
to great extant by the application of the true prin-
ciples of design. Numerous minor features are
also grouped that they lead the eye up to the
central crowing object of the structure which is
the Vimana tower.

Later, during the Pallava period many temples
were constructed according to the principles
enunciated in the rock cut temples at Mahabali-
puram. These builders had through knowledge
of their material. The sub basements and plinths
were of hard granite, the cubical cell of the soft
sand stone, and the towers above of the brick
construction. This order of materials in the con-
struction was followed in all temples during the
following periods.

All the temple architecture of South India that
followed the Pallava style can be divided ap-
proximately into six distinct periods:
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600 A.D to 850 A.D
850A.D to 1150 A.D
3. Later Cholas 1150 A.D to 1350 A.D
4. Vijayanagara 1350 A.D to 1600 A.D
5. Post Vijayanagaral600 A.D to 1900 A.D
6. Modern 1900 A.D and later

Rock temples on the East coast :

Inspired by Vakatakas and Chalukyan experi-
ments in Eastern India, several dynasties ruling
over the different parts of east coast area of
Indian land took the construction of rock cut ar-
chitecture. Most notable are Vishnukundins, the
eastern Chalukya of Vengi, the Pallavas of
Kanchi, Pandyas of Madurai. Some small dy-
nasties Muttaraiyars, Atiyamans, telugu Chodas
were actively participated in this activity. Gangas
of Karnataka also seem to have made an at-
tempt as testified by a rock cut cave at Melkote.
Apart from Guntupalle caves, there are two main
groups of cave temples in Andhra Pradesh, they
are the Krishna valley group and Bhairavakonda
group. The Krishna valley group can be again
be classified into two localities such Vijayawada
in Krishna district and Vundavalli in Guntur Dis-
trict. Of the two groups at Vijayawada and
Mogalrajpuram and the AkkannaMadanna
groups. The cave temples at Mogalrajpuramis
appeared to be the gradual development of cave
architecture of the Krishna valley. There are five
cave temples in Mogalrajpuram area and they
confirm broadly two types such single shrined
and tripled shrine caves. Of three single shrine
caves two face the south and remaining faced
towards However both the triple shrines faces
the north. There are six excavations in the
Indrakeeladri hill of which AkkannaMadanna and
the two-celled shrines excavated into a kind of
sandstone. It is very hard in finding the author-
ship of these caves. At Vundavalli we find larg-
est excavation that is four storied Anantasayana
temple. It is only storied cave temple of the east
coast. According to Jouvean -Debreuil, these
rock excavation has to be attributed to

1. Pallavas
2. Early Cholas

Vishnukundins!! while long Hurst take them to
be of the Origin of Pallavas'?. Later they are
attributed to Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi. They
are dated to 625A.D.

The Pallavas of Kanchi had patronized to
excavate a series of Thirty four cave temples
into hard granite stone, charnockite between the
last quarter of sixth and first quarter of eighth
centuries. Srinivasan and A.H.Longhurst made
detailed study on them. The credit goes to
Mahendravarman who initiated this tradition. The
cave temple at Mandagapattu in south Arcot dis-
trict is generally considered as the first rock cut
architecture in Tamilnadu. The cave temples of
Mahindra Varma’s time may be classified into
three categories: single shrined, triple shrined,
and multi shrined. The multi storied is really an
innovation®3. They are dedicated solely to Siva
and Vishnu only. After Mahindra Varman, his
successor Narasimhavarma | Mamalla had con-
tinued the tradition of rock cut temples like
Kotikal-mandapa at mahabalipuram (Chingleput
district) Narasimha temples at Singapperu-
malkovil, Ranganadha cave shrine at Singapuram
in South Arcot district. They are single shrined
with each a hall in front. Some multi storied
shrines also ascribed to this period they are two
unfinished caves at Mamundur and Dharmaraja
mandapa at Mahabalipuram belong to this group.
It was continued in the period of Rajasimha pe-
riod. Trimurti caves are the best example which
belong this period.

Conclusion :

After Pallavas, Pandyan in the far south took
ahead the tradition of rock cut architecture. The
cave temple of South Kerala is having famous
temples like Kaviyur at Alleppey district,
Airupara in Trivandrum district and etc. most of
the Pandya caves are single storied shrines even
without a real ardha mandapa. But there are
other types also. The climax for the rock archi-
tecture has reached during the reign of
Jatiparantaka Nedunjadaiyan during 765A.D to
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815A.D. the Pandya rock architecture can be
classified into five main groups.

maha- mandapa and having four pil-
lars in variable arrangements.

Type 1 : these are simple squarish shrines en-
shrining a rock cut linga. It has a sem-
blance with ardha mandapa. This
type is rare in Pallava country but
predominant in Pandya areas.

Type 2 : Squarish shrine attached by portico,
defined generally with two pillars.

Type 3 : Single cell shrine in the centre of ex-
cavation with ardha mandapa, and

Type 4 : caves with shrine at one of its sides
having pillars at the entrance of the
cave.

Type 5 : caves with two or more shrines.

These five types arranged from simple to
most evolved types, dedicated to faith of Shiva
as well as Vishnu. Thus, the South India was a
cradle for Rock cut architecture.
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Abstract :

Pillalamarri village in the Suryapet district of
Telangana is a well known place for a group of
beautiful Kakatiya-period temples from the 12th
and early 13th centuries. The main temples are
the Thrikuteshwara, Nameswara, and Erake-
swara temples, built by the Recherla Reddi
chiefs, who were loyal to the Kakatiya kings.
These temples follow the Kakatiya style of ar-
chitecture and sculpture, known for its fine work-
manship and artistic beauty.

The temples are made of Grey basalt and
granite and have richly carved pillars, walls, door
frames, and ceilings. The dance hall (Nritya
Mandapam) pillars show detailed carvings of
dancers and musicians, reflecting the cultural life
of that period. The sculptures also include mytho-
logical figures like Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu, Kirti
Mukhas, lions, and elephants. Scenes from the
Ramayana and Mahabharata are also carved
on the walls, helping common people understand
religious stories and the livelihood of those days.

A common design feature is the Gaja Lakshmi

motif carved on the lintel at the temple entrance.
Traces of ancient paintings, such as scenes of

Samudra Manthana (churning of the ocean),
still remain on the walls, showing that the sig-
nificance that had given to both sculpture and
mural art.

The Thrikuteshwara temple was built around
1195 CE, the Nameswara temple in 1202 CE,
and the Erakeswara temple by Queen Erakasani
in 1208 CE. Together, they reflect the artistic
excellence and technical skill of Kakatiya arti-
sans. Thus, these monuments are unique ones
in the art history of Telangana.

Keywords : Pillalamarri temples, Kakatiya
Architecture, Flora motifs, Fresco paintings.

Introduction :

Pillalamarri, a historical village near Suryapet
in Telangana, holds an eminent place in the cul-
tural geography of the Deccan. Renowned for
its medieval temples, it was a flourishing center
of religion and art during the reign of the
Kakatiyas (12th-13th centuries CE). Among its
monuments, the Thrikuteshwara, Nameswara,
and Erakeswara temples form a remarkable ar-
chitectural and sculptural ensemble reflecting the
high artistic and devotional ideals of the time.

These temples were built by the Recherla
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chiefs, powerful local feudatories who adminis-
tered this region under the suzerainty of the
Kakatiya monarchs such as Prataparudra | and
Ganapati Deva. The inscriptions engraved on the
pillars and slabs of these temples offer valuable
data on genealogy, patronage, land grants, and
temple maintenance. The present study seeks
to analyze the architectural features and iconog-
raphy of the cluster temples at Pillalamarri.

Historical Context :

The Kakatiya dynasty, ruling from Warangal
between the 12th and 14th centuries CE, marked
a golden age in the architectural and artistic his-
tory of the Telangana region. The Recherla fam-
ily, prominent among their subordinates, played
a vital role in extending the Kakatiya architec-
tural tradition across southern Telangana.
Pillalamarri served as their administrative and
religious center.

Three major temples were constructed
here within a span of two decades:

1. Thrikuteshwara Temple (c. 1195 CE), at-
tributed to Nami Reddi, Brother of Recherla
Beti Reddi.

2. Nameswara Temple (c. 1202 CE), built by
the same patron and dedicated to Lord
Shiva.

3. Erakeshwara Temple (c. 1208 CE), built
by Erakasani, the wife of Beti Reddi.

Thrikuteshwara Temple

The Thrikuteshwara Temple, dating to around
1195 CE, is the earliest among the cluster
temples. The term Thrikuteshwara literally
means “Lord of the Three Shrines,” and the
temple’s three-shrine or trikuta plan consists of
three sanctums dedicated to Shiva as
Kacheswara, Kameswara, and Nameswara,
representing offerings made by Nami Reddi for

the spiritual merit of his parents and himself.
History gleaned from Epigraphical source
1. An inscription located at Names Wara
Temple which dating back to 1195 CE pro-

viding information about the rule of
Kakatiya King Pratapa Rudra I.

2. One of the inscriptions records a land grant
for rendering services to the deities.

3. Another pillar inscription located at
Nameswara Temple compound providing
the genealogy of Nami Reddi.

All the aforementioned inscriptions were
written in Telugu language.

Architecture

Constructed primarily from well-dressed
granite, the temple is characterized by its com-
pact and harmonious proportions. The three sanc-
tums open into a shared mukhamandapa, creat-
ing a symmetrical and unified layout. The Nandi
pavilion stands aligned before the central shrine,
facing east. The pillars, though relatively simple,
are sturdy and rhythmically arranged. The
vimana likely followed the stepped pyramidal
style seen in other Kakatiya monuments.

Sculpture

Despite defacement from invasions, the sur-
viving sculptures exhibit remarkable craftsman-
ship. The pillars bear delicate carvings of floral
scrolls, dancers, and divine motifs. The sculp-
ture demonstrates balance between ornamen-
tation and structural clarity, an enduring hallmark
of Kakatiya aesthetics. The presence of muti-
lated deity figures, such as Ganesha and Parvati,
attests to the historical turmoil of the 14th cen-
tury when the Deccan suffered due to northern
invasions.

Nameswara Temple

Situated adjacent to the Thrikuteshwara
shrine, the Nameswara Temple was built around
1202 CE by Nami Reddi and named after him.
The temple, also known as Parvati Mahadeva
Nameswara, forming a twin complex with
Thrikuteshwara.

Architectural Design

The structure follows the conventional east-fac-
ing plan with a garbhagriha (sanctum), antarala,
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and mukhamandapa. Sixteen pillars support
the mandapa, with four central columns demar-
cating the sacred zone once housing a monu-
mental Nandi. The original vimana was lost to
time and later replaced with a modern recon-
struction.

Sculptural and Pictorial Elements

The pillars display exquisite miniature carv-
ings of dancers, musicians, and mythical motifs
such as Kirti Mukhas, swans, lions, etc. Par-
ticularly striking are the bracket figures of femi-
nine deities, though many have been defaced.
Traces of frescoes depicting mythological epi-
sodes such as the Samudra Manthana and
Ramayana battle scenes, still survive on the
ceilings and upper walls. These paintings, though
fragmentary, offer rare evidence of the Kakatiya
pictorial tradition, seldom preserved elsewhere
in Telangana.
Epigraphic Evidence

The granite pillars carry inscriptions record-
ing grants by Nami Reddi and his family. One
inscription explicitly mentions the merit of
Ganapati Deva, attesting to the subordinate but
loyal relationship of the Recherla chiefs to the
Kakatiya kings. These epigraphs are valuable
for reconstructing genealogical details and local
administrative networks of the 12th-13th cen-
turies.

Erakeshwara Temple

The Erakeswara Temple, built around 1208
CE by Erakasani, wife of Beti Reddi, forms the
most artistically elaborate of the cluster. Dedi-
cated to Lord Shiva, the deity here is called
Erakeswara after its patroness.

Architectural Plan and Context

The temple’s cruciform plan reflects the
mature phase of Kakatiya temple architecture,
which resembles Ramappa Temple’s architec-
tural features. Constructed in finely cut granite
and basalt, it consists of a garbhagriha, antarala,
Nritya mandapa, and mukhamandapa. Its spa-
tial composition is both functional and symbolic,
embodying the cosmic axis of sacred space.

An inscription dated to Sakha 1130 (1208 CE)
refers to the reign of King Ganapati Deva, while
another inscription from 1357 CE records the
temple’s restoration after destruction during the
early 14th century invasions led by the Delhi Sul-
tanate. The re-installation of the linga by Erupt
Lamkam, a local chief under Kapaya Nayaka,
demonstrates the resilience of regional religious
traditions.

Sculptural Features

The Nritya Mandapa is adorned with masterful
sculptures of dancers and musicians, revealing
the rhythm and grace characteristic of Kakatiya
art. The pillars feature Trimurti figurines, Brahma,
Vishnu, and Shiva, alongside Gaja Lakshmi mo-
tifs on the lintels. The Antarala houses a unique
Sahasra Linga, a Shiva Linga engraved with a
thousand miniature lings symbolizing infinite di-
vinity.

The outer walls and circumambulatory path
display carvings of animals, mythical birds, and
creepers, highlighting the vitality of nature in
medieval sacred art. Miniature Shikhara motifs
embellish the door-frames, demonstrating the
sculptors’ ingenuity in integrating architectural
and decorative symbolism.

Recurring motifs such as lotus medallions,
chain-and-bell designs, and Gaja Lakshmi pan-
els demonstrate continuity with earlier Chalukyan
traditions but with increased dynamism.

Conclusion :

The temple cluster at Pillalamarri stands as
a monumental testament to the architectural fea-
tures and spiritual vitality of the Kakatiya pe-
riod. The Thrikuteshwara, Nameswara, and
Erakeswara temples collectively encapsulate the
evolution of Kakatiya art from its architectural
layout and sculptural vocabulary to its religious
symbolism and epigraphic wealth. These temples
illuminate the role of local feudatories, particu-
larly the Recherla Reddy’s, in shaping the cul-
tural landscape of the Deccan. In sum, the
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Pillalamarri temples constitute a microcosm of  the study of South Indian art history and deserve
Kakatiya art, blending architectural ingenuity, and ~ sustained scholarly attention and conservation
devotional intensity. They remain invaluable to  efforts.
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Abstract

The Banjara community, also known as the
“Gypsies of India,” represents a unique blend of
rich culture, traditions, and customs that have
endured for centuries. Particularly, the women
of the Banjara community hold a significant role
in preserving and transmitting these traditions.
This research paper focuses on the cultural as-
pects of Banjara women in Rayaparthi Mandal,
Warangal District, Telangana. It examines their
roles in family life, social organization, economy,
art, attire, and rituals.

Keywords : Banjara women, culture,
Rayaparthi Mandal, Warangal District, traditions,
role of women, social practices

Introduction

The Banjara community, a culturally rich and
historically significant group in India, is often
referred to as one of the most ancient nomadic
populations in the country. Traditionally known
as traders and travelers, the Banjara people have
migrated across various regions of India, and their
rich cultural heritage and unique practices have
been passed down through generations. The
women in the Banjara community hold a vital
role in the transmission of this culture, maintain-
ing its practices, language, and traditions.

Research Objectives
m To explore the role of Banjara women in
maintaining cultural identity: How Banjara
women act as cultural preservers within

the community.

m To investigate the economic contributions
of Banjara women: In terms of household
activities, agriculture, trade, and crafts.

Research Questions
m To What are the cultural practices that
define the lives of Banjara women in
Rayaparthi Mandal?

m How do Banjara women contribute to the
economic and social structure of their
community?

Literature Review

The Banjara community, due to its migratory
lifestyle, has often been relegated to the mar-
gins of mainstream studies. However, in recent
years, there has been growing interest in under-
standing the community’s cultural richness and
socio-economic contributions. Literature on
Banjara women, specifically, has been relatively
scarce, with a few notable contributions focus-
ing on the role of women in preserving cultural
traditions and navigating modernity.
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Historical and Socio-Cultural Background of
the Banjara Community

The Banjara community is believed to have
originated from Rajasthan and Gujarat, later mi-
grating across various regions of India. Over
centuries, the Banjara people have come to be
identified as traders, often associated with the
transport of goods and livestock. Their lifestyle
was initially nomadic, and they were known for
their close-knit social structures, with each family
following certain traditional practices.

Role of Women in the Banjara Community

The role of women in Banjara society is of-
ten viewed through a lens of patriarchal social
structures. Women, although central to cultural
preservation and family upkeep, are tradition-
ally subordinated to men in matters of public
authority and decision-making. However, in their
private and social spheres, Banjara women wield
considerable influence. The study by N. Was in
The Social Dynamics of Banjara Women in
Warangal (2020) highlights the significant roles
that Banjara women play in the family, particu-
larly in maintaining the household, raising chil-
dren, and managing agricultural activities.

Cultural Practices: Attire, Music, Dance, and
Rituals

Banjara women are often recognized by their
distinctive attire, which is more than just a fash-
ion statement. The Chaniya Choli (a traditional
skirt and blouse) is commonly worn by women
in the Rayaparthi Mandal area. The attire is
adorned with intricate beadwork, embroidery,
and mirrored embellishments. According to H.
Rao in Folk Music and Dance of Telangana
(2017), the vibrant colors of the attire represent
various aspects of their identity—red symboliz-
ing marital status, green representing fertility, and
yellow signifying youth and prosperity. Jewelry,
particularly silver ornaments, are worn to sym-
bolize status and familial ties.

Methodology
This research employs an ethnographic ap-
proach to study the culture of Banjara women

in Rayaparthi Mandal, Warangal District. Eth-
nography is particularly useful in understanding
the lived experiences of people in their natural
settings, especially when studying marginalized
or lesser-documented communities. The study
combines qualitative data collection techniques,
such as semi-structured interviews, participant
observation, and field notes, to gain a compre-
hensive understanding of the cultural and social
practices of Banjara women.

Research Design

The study is primarily descriptive, aiming to
capture the cultural practices, gender dynamics,
and socio-economic roles of Banjara women
within their specific context in Rayaparthi. An
exploratory approach was taken to provide an
in-depth analysis of how Banjara women main-
tain their cultural identity, navigate changing
socio-economic conditions, and participate in the
preservation of traditions.

Data Collection
The primary data collection methods in-
cluded:

m Semi-structured Interviews: These were
conducted with Banjara women to explore
their roles in family life, rituals, and com-
munity activities. Open-ended questions
were used to allow the women to express
their views and provide insights into their
daily lives, challenges, and cultural prac-
tices.

m Participant Observation: The researcher
attended community events such as fes-
tivals, weddings, and religious rituals to
observe the active participation of
women. This allowed the researcher to
witness first-hand how women engage
with cultural practices and how these
events shape their identities.

Data Analysis

The data collected from interviews and field
observations were analyzed using thematic
analysis. This method was chosen to identify
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recurring patterns, themes, and categories re-
lated to cultural practices, gender roles, and eco-
nomic contributions. Thematic analysis allowed
for a nuanced understanding of how Banjara
women’s roles are perceived, experienced, and
enacted within their community. The following
themes were identified:
m Cultural Preservation: The role of women
in maintaining traditions and passing down
customs.

m Gender and Social Structure: How patri-
archal norms shape the experiences of
Banjara women.

The Role of Banjara Women in Family and
Society

Banjara women in Rayaparthi Mandal are
essential figures in their families, responsible for
both maintaining the household and playing key
roles in social and cultural activities. Their roles
are deeply embedded in the family structure, yet
they exhibit agency and influence in many
spheres of life, especially within the confines of
their community.

Traditional Attire and Ornamentation

The traditional attire of Banjara women is
one of the most visually distinctive aspects of
their culture. The clothing and jewelry they wear
carry deep cultural, social, and symbolic mean-
ings, often reflecting their identity, marital sta-
tus, and cultural heritage.

Traditional Clothing

The attire worn by Banjara women is known
for its vibrant colors, intricate embroidery, and
use of mirrors and beads. The Chaniya Choli is
the most common attire, consisting of a colorful
skirt (chaniya) and blouse (choli), paired with a
dupatta or headscarf. The colors used in their
References

clothing have specific cultural connotations. For
instance, red represents marital status, green
symbolizes fertility, and yellow is seen as auspi-
cious.

Banjara women also wear sari-like garments,
especially during festivals and religious ceremo-
nies. The sari, like the Chaniya Choli, is deco-
rated with mirror work and other forms of intri-
cate embroidery, adding an element of sparkle
and beauty to their appearance.

Religious Practices and Beliefs

The Banjara community largely follows Hin-
duism, though their practices are often syncretic,
blending tribal customs with mainstream Hindu
rituals. Women worship deities like Sevalal
Maharaj, Shiva, Durga, and local guardian spir-
its. Sevalal Maharaj, considered a saint and re-
former within the Banjara community, holds a
special place. Women conduct rituals in his honor,
seeking protection and blessings for their fam-
ily.
Music, Dance, and Oral Traditions

For Banjara women, music and dance are
more than entertainment—they are expressions
of identity, tools of resistance, and vehicles for
memory. The oral traditions maintained by
Banjara women in Rayaparthi reflect centuries
of storytelling, spiritual devotion, and everyday
struggles.

Conclusion

Banjara women in Rayaparthi Mandal are
torchbearers of a vibrant, resilient culture. They
preserve traditions through daily rituals, songs,
dances, attire, and oral narratives. They are not
merely passive keepers of customs but active
participants in shaping the social, economic, and
spiritual lives of their communities.
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Telangana (1950-2025) : A Study

The Yerukala, also known as Erukala, Kurru,
or Kaikadi, are one of the important tribal groups
of both the Telugu States, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. The word Eruka means “knowledge”
or “one who knows,” as the community was
once famous for fortune-telling, tattooing, bas-
ket-weaving, and rope-making. During colonial
India, they were stigmatized as a ‘criminal tribe’
under the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871. Due to
this, they had suffered a lot with social discrimi-
nation and they were treated as bonded labourers
under the Nizam rule. After independence, the
Government of India repealed the Criminal Tribes
Act in 1952 and according to it this unjust classi-
fication was abolished. The affected groups, in-
cluding the Yerukalas, were then called
‘Denotified Tribes.” Later, in 1956, the Yerukalas
were officially recognized as a Scheduled Tribe
(ST), which granted them constitutional protec-
tion.

According to the 2011 Census, about 5.19
lakh Yerukalas live in Telangana, mostly in rural
areas. Due to modernization and lacuna of de-
mand for their occupational works in the rural
areas, they have started to migrate to towns and
working as daily-wage laborers. Yerukala

women play a major role in family income and
in educating their children, though they continue
to face many hardships. However, poverty, low
literacy, and social inequality continue to affect
their progress.

Inthis global village, their social customs and
traditions are going to disappear from the scene
and so there is dire need to document the same.

In this regard, the researcher elicited the data
by taking oral interviews, through personal ob-
servations, interactions in the field. Therefore,
this paper gives a detailed account of Yerukalas.
However, as it is a descriptive ethnographical
study, a qualitative methodology has been used
to analyze the data collected in the field.

Key Words : Yerukalas, De-notified Tribes,
Telangana, Social Change, Ethnography.

Food gathering, hunting, pastoralism, and ag-
riculture were the four key stages of early man’s
subsistence. The oldest forms of sustenance are
hunting and gathering food. The antiquity of the
hunting-gathering way of life in India goes back
to the Middle Pleistocene and possibly even ear-
lier. By the beginning of the Holocene, Stone
Age hunter-gatherers had extended their settle-
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ment into almost all parts of the country, includ-
ing sparsely colonized habitats. Until the early
part of the 3rd millennium BC, an economy
based on pastoralism and limited plant cultiva-
tion came to be established in the southern part
of the peninsula. Gradually, the knowledge of
agriculture spread among the pre-existing hunter-
gatherers who slowly adopted the new economic
mode. However, despite the long history of ag-
riculture in most parts of India, the hunting-gath-
ering way of life has not disappeared totally. In
the hilly and forested environments of all parts
of the country, tribal societies practising some
form of primitive agriculture, continue to supple-
ment their subsistence by hunting and gathering
(Raghu 2022).

Across the world, there are many tribal
groups with unique hunting practices, and tradi-
tions. Similarly, India has a wide range of tribal
communities, each with its own characteristics.
Many tribal communities in Telangana state, con-
tinues to live by hunting and gathering. For in-
stance, tribes like Chenchu, Yanadi, Yerukala,
Gond etc., live by hunting-gathering practices
even to this day.

Understandably, these people also migrated
from hilly and forested environments, which were
their original habitats, to the plains (Raghu 2022).
In India, there are a total of 661 recognized
Scheduled Tribes. In the states of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh, 35 tribes are officially recog-
nized, and one of them is the Yerukala (Erukala)
tribe.

The Yerukalas — Telangana

According to the 2011 Census, about 5.19
lakh Yerukalas live in Telangana. Of them,
around 3.36 lakh reside in rural areas, while about
1.64 lakh live inurban areas. During colonial In-
dia, they were stigmatized as a ‘criminal tribe’
under the Criminal Tribes Act of 1871. Due to
this, they had suffered a lot with social discrimi-
nation and they were treated as bonded labourers
under the Nizam rule. After independence, the

Government of India repealed the Criminal Tribes
Act in 1952 and according to it this unjust classi-
fication was abolished. The affected groups, in-
cluding the Yerukalas, were then called
‘Denotified Tribes.” Later, in 1956, the Yerukalas
were officially recognized as a Scheduled Tribe
(ST), which granted them constitutional protec-
tion.

Generally, they live mostly in rural areas, but
due to modernization and lacuna of demand for
their occupational works in the rural areas, they
have started to migrate to towns and working as
daily-wage laborers. In the current developed
phenamenon also poverty, low literacy, and so-
cial inequality continue to affect their progress.

Nomenclature
The Yerukala, also known as Erukala, Kurru,
or Kaikadi, are one of the important tribal groups
of both the Telugu States, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. The word Eruka means “knowledge”
or “one who knows,” as the community in gen-
eral and the women folk in particular was once
famous for Sode/Gaddhe (soothsaying/fortune-
telling). As they speak Kurru language, this tribe
is called Kurru tribe. And Kaikadi is an alterna-
tive name of this tribe, However, they are inno-
cent and depends on natural resources for their
subsistence. As aforementioned, while women
focus on soothsaying and tattooing, men focus
on basket-weaving, ropemaking, and pig-rear-
ing.
Objectives
1. Todocument and preserve the cultural tra-

ditions and oral narratives of the Erukala

people — by recording their stories, cus-

toms, and practices.

2. To present an authentic picture of the
Erukala community — by analyzing their
real-life situations without bias, and high-
lighting the challenges they face in achiev-
ing social and economic progress.

3. To study their socio-economic conditions,
understanding their settlement and sub-
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sistence patterns in both rural and urban
areas.

Methodology

The research was based on primary data
collected through fieldwork and oral interviews
with the Yerukala community. Using participant
observation, the researcher gained a deeper un-
derstanding of their living traditions and daily life.
Secondary data was gathered from number of
books and published materials to support the
study.

Literature Review

The official census reports of India (1911,
1921, 1931) serve as valuable primary sources
for understanding the historical demographic
trends and social conditions of the Erukala tribe
in the Hyderabad region.

Earlier studies, such as Y.C. Simhadri’s
(1979) The Ex-criminal Tribes of India, provide
historical insights into the classification and so-
cial status of the tribe during colonial times.

Vakulabharanam Lalitha’s (1995) The Mak-
ing of Crimina Tribes :

Patterns and Transition explores the crimi-
nal-tribe classification and its consequences for
communities including the Yerukulas.

Additionally, works like Tribal Development
in India: Programmes and Implementation ed-
ited by Kamlesh Prasad Singh (1988) offer a
broader understanding of tribal development poli-
cies in India, providing context relevant to the
Yerukala tribe.

G. Srinivas Varma (1978) conducted research
on the Erukala dialect at Annamalai University,
with a particular focus on the tribe’s Mandal
calendar (maGali klaA), contributing valuable
insights into their linguistic practices and cultural
chronology. Subsequently, Sriram Malakondaiah
(2000) published Kurru Charitra, which pro-
vides a comprehensive account of the origins of
the Erukala community. Together, these studies
represent significant scholarly efforts to docu-

ment and analyze the Erukala tribe’s language,
cultural practices, and historical heritage.

Socio-economic life

They are divided into sub-groups such as
Dabbala, Karivepaku, Eethapullala, etc., and or-
ganized into four main exogamous gothras in-
cluding Kavadi, Sathupudi, Mendraguthi,
Manupadi etc.,

Historically, many Erukala families have be-
come sedentary in plains and village colonies,
while others continue semi-nomadic movement,
engaging in occupations such as basket-weav-
ing, rope-making, pig-rearing and fortune-telling.
For example, reports highlight that pig-rearing
has been a traditional occupation, yet municipal
prohibitions and lack of formal support have
caused unemployment and distress for members
of the community.

Erukala women play a vital role in the devel-
opment of their community in all spheres. They
often work harder than men, especially as agri-
cultural laborers, and are the main contributors
to their children’s education expenses and thus
contribute significantly to household income.

Social discrimination, caste-based marginali-
sation and restricted access to land, education
and infrastructure further compound their pov-
erty.

Landlessness, weak access to education and
healthcare and lack of livelihood opportunities
remain key causes of inequality.

Marriage

The marriage system of the Erukala com-
munity is distinct from the general Hindu frame-
work and is characterized by several unique
customs. The community’s marriage rules re-
flect their clan (Gotra) system, cross-cousin
marriagerights, and other tribal-specific practices
rather than purely classical Hindu norms.

Menarikapu Hakku (Cross-Cousin Mar-
riage Right) permits and often prefers marriages
between a maternal uncle’s daughter or a pa-
ternal aunt’s son. This practice, common among
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South Indian communities, is recognized as a
customary right within the Erukala tribe.

Jamavath refers to communal gatherings or
assemblies, likely functioning as tribal councils
where marriage alliances are formalized and dis-
putes are resolved, reflecting the community’s
emphasis on collective decision-making.

Mutthakallu (Bride Price/Dowry) involves
gifts or a bride-price given to the bride’s family,
a tradition observed in many tribal and non-Brah-
min communities, which differs from the con-
ventional dowry system prevalent in mainstream
Hindu society.

Finally, Bali (Sacrifice/Ritual) denotes the
performance of specific sacrificial or ritualistic
acts as part of the marriage ceremony, under-
scoring the spiritual and communal dimensions
of Erukala matrimonial practices.

Together, these elements highlight how the
Erukala marriage system is deeply rooted in tribal
customs and lineage rules, such as Gotra ex-
ogamy, making it culturally distinctive and sepa-
rate from normative Hindu Shastra.

Cultural LlIfe

The Erukala community’s culture embodies
a rich interplay between tradition and adapta-
tion. They have distinct linguistic heritage: their
language or dialect often referred to as “Kurru”
or “Yerukula/Kurru basha is a Dravidian variety
influenced by Telugu, Tamil and Kannada, though
due to socio-linguistic pressures, many have
shifted to dominant regional tongues.

Cultural practices extend to customs, folk-
lore, festivals, marriage systems, tattooing and
social organisation. For instance, Erukala women
traditionally engaged in tattooing (“pacha bo lu
po mm avamam”) and their folk songs, riddles
and stories form part of an oral cultural reper-
toire.

However, modern pressures, settlement, edu-
cation, exposure, loss of nomadism are chang-
ing cultural patterns. Their language is consid-

ered vulnerable, as formal documentation is mini-
mal and intergenerational transmission is weak-
ening. Despite these changes, many Erukala
strive to preserve traditional knowledge and cul-
tural markers even as they integrate into broader
society.

Challenges

Political Representation

The Erukala community continues to face
significant challenges in accessing political and
administrative channels to voice their concerns.
Many members struggle to communicate their
needs to government authorities or to benefit
from welfare schemes. Even when opportuni-
ties for support exist, procedural barriers and lack
of awareness often prevent them from receiv-
ing adequate assistance.

Economic Problems

The community’s economic stability is se-
verely constrained due to the decline of tradi-
tional occupations such as soothsaying, basket-
weaving, etc., This has led to an erosion of cus-
tomary livelihoods and compelled many Erukala
families to seek alternative, often unstable,
sources of income. The lack of steady employ-
ment has caused shifts in settlement patterns and
lifestyle, further exacerbating economic insecu-
rity.
Health Issues

Health challenges are prevalent among the
Erukala population, including malnutrition, inad-
equate sanitation, and limited access to
healthcare services. Financial constraints often
make it impossible for families to afford medical
treatment, resulting in preventable illnesses and
heightened mortality risks.

Conclusion

The Erukala community of Telangana faces
persistent socio-economic and cultural chal-
lenges. Traditionally semi-nomadic, with liveli-
hoods in soothsaying, basket-weaving, and ani-
mal husbandry, they are gradually settling in vil-
lages while striving for economic stability.
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Women play a central role in household income  government schemes, and poor healthcare hinder
and children’s education. The community pre- their progress. Despite resilience and strong
serves unique cultural practices, including cross-  cultural identity, targeted interventions in educa-
cousin marriage, brideprice, and ritual ceremo-  tion, livelihoods, health, and social inclusion are
nies. However, low literacy, limited political rep-  essential to ensure the Erukala’s holistic devel-
resentation, discrimination, underutilization of  opment.
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