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Lambadi Tribal Language Culture
- Dr. Nagendra Hamsavath, ICSSR-PDF Scholar, Potti Sreeramulu Telugu University, Hyderabad.

Introduction :

Lambadis (Banjaras) are the largest com-
munity next to the Brahmins spread all over the
India. Many authorities on medieval history and
ethnographers of deccan mention that the
Lambadis migrated to Deccan along with the
Mohammedan armies, especially Moghul
armies. The lambadi culture and language indi-
cate that they hail from Northern India Their
folklore depicts them to be the descendents
fromthe Rajput stoke. Their lucrative business
transactions has carries of merchandise on
pack bullocks to the invading Mohammedan
and British armies brought them to South and
helped their. Scattering throughout the length
and breadth of Deccan Plateau. The turbulent
medieval period provided them ample oppor-
tunities to utilise their ingrained business talent
to profit by working as a sort of unofficial com-
missariat to the armies of warring Moghuls,
marathas and even the British.

History & Migration :

The period of migration from Rajputana to
Deccan has been shrouded in controversy as
there is difference of opinion between various
historians. But the recorded evidence pertain-
ing to lambadas can be traced to the regime of
Feroz Shah bahmani. According to general
Briggs, Mohammad kasim ferista made a ref-
erence to the activities of lambadis. As nomadic
grain dealers they had traversed the Deccan
from one end to the other inthe 15th century.
William Irvine in his book “the army of Indian
Moghuls” give a graphic account of the banjaras
as supplier of rations to the warring Indian
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armies. He States that ‘it is by these people
that Indian armies. In the field are fed and they
are never injured by either army. The grain is
taken from them but invariably paid for. They
encamp for safety every evening in a regular
square formed of the bags of grain, of which
the construct breast work. They and their fami-
lies are ina centre and the oxen are made fast
outside. Guards with match locks and spears
are placed at the corners and their dogs do duty
as advanced posts. bullocks do not move
above two miles an hour as their cattle are al-
lowed to graze as they proceed on the March”
the vivid description of William Irvine shows
the important role played by Banjaras in the
wars of medieval period.

Their flourishing trading operations mainly
thrived on their pack-bullocks which provided
them a dependable means of transport at a time
when roads were not developed and other
modern means of transport were quite un-
known. But as normalcy was restored with the
firm establishment of British Empire in India
the banjaras who were moving from place to
place had to slowly give up their nomadic hab-
its. Further the introduction of quick moving
modern means of transport facilities hastened
the decline of their business operation as their
slow moving pack-bullocks could not complete
with fast moving buses, trains etc. They are
expert cattle-breeders. In amarabad area of
Mahaboobnagar district, a special variety of
bulls which are popularly known as *‘Amarabad
bulls® are reared by them. Erstwhile Hyderabad
Government assisted these Lambadis by es-
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tablishing a cattle breeding farm at Amarabad
in 1946 with a view to improve the quality of
their cattle. They were even notified under the
Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 and a keen watch
was kept over their movements. However, af-
ter independence the Criminal Tribes Act was
repealed in 1952 and the Banjaras were
denotified.

Socio Cultural Aspects :

The present day lambadis live in detached
settlements of huts called “Thandas’ usually at
some distance from the main villages of other
communities. Their house types vary from
square to rectangular with thatched roofs and
sides protected with bamboo wattles. They
generally live in single roomed tenements. The
cattle are tied outside.

The Lambadis are a strong and virile race,
with tall stature and fair complexion. Men are
muscular and dress of the men comprises of
dhoti, short-trousers and gaudy turbans. The
women folk wear ‘lainga’ of coarse cotton
prints, richly embroidered with may folds at the
waists. The ‘phadki’ is worn over the shoul-
ders and on the head where it rests on a horn
or a wooden comb. The bodice , with long
sleeves embroidered at the front side covers
their breast and it is tied at the back with straps
whose ends are decorated with coweries,
beads, glass pieces and tassels.

Generally a festival involves either a single
ritual or conglomeration of rituals intended to
propitiate either a single deity or a number of
deities. The festivals are both social and reli-
gious innature, symbolizing the feeling of awhole
community. They are very durable and are
marked for their holiday character. There are
festivals to mark the emergence of a season or
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the end of the one. Festivals are also celebrated
for the successful completion of an economic
activity or for affording protection to cattle and
people. As the society developed, festivals be-
came more elaborate, numerous and stylized.

The festivals of Lambadis have three types
of implications i.e., productive (fertility), pro-
tective and seasonal. The Lambadis rituals are
obviously intended for the propitiation of ap-
peasement of the various supernatural powers
which are believed to mould the material, so-
cial and physical welfare of the community and
individual as well. The rituals connected with
the agricultural cult of Teej provide for pomp
and decoration blended to perpetuate the fer-
tility of women and fruitfulness of the soil on
which they depend for their livelihood. Certain
rituals of Teej symbolically express the func-
tion of a man and woman in the procreation of
the race and in making out a livelihood. The
virgins put earth and manure in small baskets in
which the youth unmarried man sows seeds.
This act of virgins and unmarried men symboli-
cally expresses how they have to cooperated
in the field of agriculture and also in the repro-
duction of the offspring in future life. The holi
festival is probably a hold over of vernal
exquinox ceremonies which symbolize the feel-
ing of awhole community, providing an occa-
sion to completely forget all their past petty
wrangles, problems and hardships of life and
nurture group life and ‘we’ feeling. They only
live inthe pleasures of the present reflecting their
communal harmony on this merry occasion of
the Holi. This happy atmosphere enhances com-
munal solidarity. With the rapid growth of their
population, shift in their occupation and change
of habitation, the Banjara belief and ritual have
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also undergone considerable changes. The re-
gional variation in the observance of Holi and
other festivals by the lambadis can be safely
attributed to the impact of the surrounding cul-
ture on the plastic culture of lambadis which
amply illustrates their great receptivity to
change.

In Teej festival the Naik of Thanda utters
these words to shavabhaya (god)

“Ya shavabhaya baacha maaraj:
Saivejaes, maaraj: ayo: jnakad jola,
Kaaton, doorkadesh.”

Translation :
“O! God: Shavabhaya: thou art great God,
bless us and protect us fromall evils
and dangers — Don’t forsake us.”

The Following are the Local Names of
Lambadis (Banjaras) in India :

1. Telangana Lambadi/ Banjara

2. Andhra Pradesh  Lambadi/sugali

3. Uttarapradesh Banjara

4. Haryana Banjara, Sirikiwala

5. Bihar Vanajara

6. Madhya Pradesh Banjara

7. Karnataka Lamana, Lamani,
Lambadini, Lambada

8. Madras Sugali

9. Kerala Gavar, Gowriya

10. Rajasthan Gavariya, Gamaliya

11. Punjab Sirikivala

12. Maharastra Gavara, Kangsima,
Singadi Vanajari

13. Delni Sirikibond

14. Orissa Lambadi

Lambadis ‘Goar Boli” Language Culture :
Lambadis, although they spread all over the
Country they speak the same language.
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Lambadis call themselves as “Goar” by this
their Language is called as “Goar Boli”. Boli
means words / Language. Goar boli language
has many ancient features. According to the Sir
John Griyarson it is partially depending on
marvadi and North Gujarati language.

Linguistics confirms that “Goar boli” Lan-
guage belongsto the Indo Aryan language family
and as a combination of four languages i.e.
Guijarati + Marati + Rajasthani + Hindi = Goar
boli. It has no script.

The lambadi people themselves have spread
all over the country from North India for their
livelihood. Banjaras of North India speak a
mixture of Rajasthani language. There for in
some scholars opinionthat the Banjara language
Goar boliis a dialect of the Rajasthani language
belongs to indo Aryan family community. The
Goarboli language is closely related to the North
Indian languages. InNorth India every language
has script like interrelationship with other lan-
guages. ‘Deva nagar Script’ is the source of all
the North Indian languages.Punjabi, Assame,
Bengali, Gujarati, Rajasthani, Marathi and Hindi
languages were developed through this script
with some changes and additions. Banjara lan-
guage “‘Goar boli’ also belongs Aryan language
family and the phonetic pronunciation of
Goarboli language is also same that of North
Indian languages. So Goar boli script also de-
veloped through devanagari script only. These
words are quoted by P.K.Khandoba in the es-
say of “Banjara Script Possible”.

Goarboli clearly belongs to the Hindi —
Rajasthani languages as a historic dialect it has
some Guijarati and Punjabi language features
the average form of these languages looks like
in 10"& 11 centuries AD remains in ‘Goar
boli’.
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Goarboli Dialectin India 3. Nasals : ma, na
Goarboli language speakersare spread all 4. Lateral > la, la
over the India and these dialects can be divided 5. Interdentals : Va, ya

in to five areas.

1. Northern Region: Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi

2. Southern Region: Mysore, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamilnadu,
Karnataka

3. Western Region: Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Mabharastra, Goa

4. Central Region: Madhya Pradesh

5. Northeast Region: Orissa, West Bengal,
Bihar

Greirson found following some distinctive
words uniquely find in Marvadi, Gujarati &
Banjara language.

Words English Meaning
Aji (waji) Some / yet

Aat Eight

Bati Roti

Kamedy Bird

Kelda Calf

Kotra Dog

Mati Man

Yadi Mother

Majama Safe / fine

Goar boli Vowels :

Vowels are 16 in telugu but 10 in goarboli.
They are respectively. a, A, e, E, u, U, a, A,
0,0
Goarboli Consonants :

Consonants are 38 in Telugu but for Banjara
Goar boliit is 19. They are respectively...

1. Bilabials : pa ,ba,ta,dha,ta,dha,
cha, ja, ka
2. Fricatives : Sa, ha

Monosyllabic words in Goarboli :

Goarboli English

Chaa Present

a Come / came

ma |

ka tell

Ya Mother

ba father

la bring

0 they

w he

e this
Two — letter linear words
Goarboli Telugu English
Para Avathala Beyond
Vara Evathala Here
Kara Cheyadam Doing
Chana Shanagalu Peas
Mala Dhoruku Found
Three — letter linear words
Goarboli Telugu English
Kapada Battalu Clothes
Bakara Meka Goat
Dapada Dappu Drum
Kavada Yanthapedda How big
Madatha Madatha Fold
Kalatha £ Telivigalavadu Clever

Negative slang words (Nakara pollu

padalu)

Goarboli Telugu English
Kar Cheyu Do
khad Gaddi Grass
Ghar lllu Home
Jhad \eru Root
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Dhar Bhayam Fear indo-aryan language family, in this language fam-
Dhal Hrudayam Heart ily the verb is usually not explicitly clear in the

Inactive sentences (kriya rahita vakyalu):

In the present day Dravidian language of
Telugu, many sentences are without verbs are
multiple. These sentences compare, occupa-
tion, position, relationship, (or) identify are
informatives.

Example : Consider the following sentences

Telugu English Goarboli
Athadu puli Heisatiger =~ Vumonagad
Athadu Heisalabour Vu kulikam
karmikudu karevalo
Ameymantra  She isminister Vu mantra
Athadu ma Heismy Vu mar bhai
thammudu younger brother

Adi mamidi Thatisa Vu ambar
chettu mangotree  jhad

The above sentences are not explicitly ver-
batim. When synonyms are translated into En-
glish (or) hindi the verb must be in those lan-
guages. ‘Goar boli’ language belongs to the

Bibliography :

sentences discussed above. As the Goar boli
imitate the telugu sentence structure, the verb
sentences intelugu palene intheir language does
not appear. The absence of synonymous verbs
in ordinary sentences is due to influence of the
Dravidian languages, which isalso found in some
indo- Aryan languages.

Conclusion :

Language is one of the most important parts
of any culture. Through language we create and
share with others our ways of doing things and
ways of being in the world, our culture. Lan-
guage isa tremendous tool for the organization
of particular realities, including a wide variety
of social relationships and social systems. Lan-
guage is culture and culture is language. Lan-
guage and culture have a complex, homologous
relationship. Language is complexly intertwined
with culture. Language and Culture have
evolved together, influencing one another in the
process, ultimately shaping what it means to be
human.
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