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Introduction :

The Banjaras, locally called as Lambadis
(Sugalis) are colorful Tribes. These people
found all over the country. Lambadi(Sugali) is
declared as Scheduled Tribe in Andhra area
according to Scheduled Tribes lists modifica-
tion Order 1956 and as a denotified tribe in
Telangana area of Andhra Pradesh. Inthe year
1976 in Telangana area also declared as
Scheduled Tribe. They are also found in other
states like Bihar, west Bengal, Delhi, Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka and Orissa where they are
called as Banjara.”The Banjaras are the well
known Tribe of carriers who are found all over
Westernand Southern India. One of their prin-
cipal subcastes is known under the name of
labhani, and this name (or some related one) is
often applied to the whole tribes. According
to Census of India 1911, Lamanis, or Vanjari,
Lambhanas and Sukalirs, Hanjaras, Banjaris,
Brinjaris, lamans, Lambadis, Labhans are one
and the same (1911; 282). In telangana the

other neighbouring castes generally call them
as Banjara and in Andhra area the most popu-
lar name by which they are known as “Sugali’.

The origin and history of Lambadis is very
vague and ambiguous. There are many leg-
ends which explain their origin. They them-
selves claim that they are of Rajput origin and
are Kshatriyas. Lambadis of Telangana claim
that they are from warrior race and have fought
against the Muhammadans and many other el-
ders claimthat their forefathers were the sol-
diers who withstood the onslaught of
Mohammad Ghori, the invader from Afghani-
stan, during the 12th Century under the able
leadership of Prithviraj Chauhan the then ruler
of Delhi. When Prithviraj Chauhan was de-
feated by Ghori, in collusion with the treacher-
ous Jayachandra, the invader ordered the
wholesale massacre of the Rajput soldiers. The
Soldiers to escape the wrath of Ghori ran helter
skelter throughout India and some went into
hiding in forests also.
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Physical Characteristics :

“Banjaras are generally of good stature, and
fair complexion. They are dolicocephalous,
with oval face, black or brown eyes, long flow-
ing silky hair, and straight nose” (\Vol.11,195).
Their prominent nose, long face, projected chin
and fair skin colour place them nearer to the
people of Northern India, rather than those of
the Deccan (Rao, Kamola Manohar. Man in
India Vol.30, 1950, p.177,220). Einthoven says
that “though as a class robust and well built,
the several divisions of vanjaris, differ in com-
plexion, the Mathuras being generally fair, the
Braids, Mehurunas and Lamghassome what
duskier and the Charans and the lambans dark
and martial looking.

Dwellings :- it isa common phenomenon
among Lambadis, in almost all places to have
their settlements outside the main village — ex-
clusively inhabited by them. Sometimes
Lambadi settlements may be as far away as
one or two miles from the main village. They
call their settlement as Thanda,.It is not com-
mon for Lambadis to have their settlements as
a part of the main village. Thereare , however,
exceptions, were one or two Lambadis with
their families have settled down in the main vil-
lage along with the people of others castes. It
is not because of their liking for the village life
but because the nature of occupation has forced
them to settle down in the village itself.W\e can-
not make any clear-cut distinction regarding the
use of different parts of the house. The differ-
ent divisions ina house are put to use for vari-
ous pruposes, like storing, sleeping, cooking
and sometimes they sleep and store the grain in
the kitchen. During the summer they sleep out-
side in the front yard of the house, while in win-

ter and on rainy days they have to squeeze
themselves inside making use of all the place in
the house. When guests arrive and stay for a
few days they feel much more difficult to adjust
themselves inthat little space.

Art of Women Ornaments :

The ornaments of Lambadis are many and
varied. Lambadi women are vey fond of orna-
ments and they are never tired of wearing so
many and such heavy ornaments. Men wear
only finger and toe rings made of silver.

The following are the ornaments worn by
the women:

Hair Ornaments :

Ghagri :- Itisasilver ornament and looks
like a pendant made of a tube with small silver
beads hanging. It is attached to the hair on
both sides with a pin. Covering this pin is a
cump shaped silver disc. The silver beads al-
most touch the cheeks. This ornament is in-
dicative of the marital status of awoman. Un-
married girls and widows are prohibited from
wearing this. Awidow can however wear it if
she marries again. Either they are made by the
local Goldsmiths or purchased from merchants
who visit the Tandas once in a month or so.

Nose Ornaments :

1. Bhuria: itisa gold ornament which deco-
rates the nose. This is virually only gold orna-
ment they possess. It is a ring like ornament
and worn on the right alae of the nose. This
kind of ornament is popular with the women of
other castes also.

2. Phule : itisasilver or gold pin inserted in
the right side of the nose.

Necklaces :
1. Wanke : it is a silver or brass necklace
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with a big pendant of horse shoe shape attached
to silver or brass chins. On the upper surface
of the pendant many designs are drawn fro
decorative purpose. The ornament is made by
the local goldsmith Only married women wear
this ornament.

2. Har : it is a necklace made of coins of
different denominations and made by the gold-
smith.

3. Cheed : Itisanecklace of strings of black
beads. This necklace is made by the Lambadis
themselves and the beads are purchased from
visiting merchants.

4. Hasla: Itis a silver necklace made of a
rod bent according to the size of the neck of
the woman wearing it. Silver pendants, trian-
gular inshape, are attached on both the sides
of the rod. This ornament is worn by both
married as well as unmarried women.

Bangles :

1. Chodus : These are horn bangles cover-
ing the whole hand of a woman. Married
women wear these bangles up to the shoulder,
whereas unmarried women wearup to the el-
bow only. These bangles are purchased either
in the shandy or from the itinerary merchants.

2. Motorabalia : These are horn and brass
bracelets worn on the wrists.
Finger rings :

There are two different kinds of finger rings
whichare:-

(a) Winte : Asilver ring with old coins of
Nizam fixed on the upper side, put on the first
finger of the left hand.

(b) Plula : This is made of four old coins of
Nizam arranged in floral shape and put on the

middle finger of the left hand. They also wear
Phula made of four nayapaisa coins put on the
same finger, and a brass ring with a Nizam’s
coinonit.

Anklets :

1. Khas : They wear a bell metal anklet,
round in shape with different designs drawn on
the surface they purchase these from the
intinerary traders or from shandies. Married
as well as unmarried women wear them.

2. Ghode : This type of anklet is slightly
thicker in shape and larger in diameter and is
made of Bell metal. purchased from traders.
These anklets show the marital status of a
woman, since only married women can wear
them.

3. Wankdo : These are anklets larger in
diameter and made of Bell metal they are of a
peculiar type with triangular projections point-
ing upwards only married women can wear
them.

4. Toe-rings : There are three types of toe-
rings made of silver as well as brass. One is
worn in the first toe of the left foot, second is
worn on the middle toe and the third on the
little toe.

Besides the above ornaments women have
some other decorative pieces made of cowries
and red cotton cloth.

5. Kuncia : It is a decorative piece made
of red coarse cotton cloth put into a triangular
shape. To the lower edge of the cloth are at-
tached glass beads of different hues and cow-
ries. Itisworn by unmarried girls, handing it
on the waist.

6. Gazera: Itis apiece of embroidered silk
cloth tied to the right wrist.
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7. Kusotia: it isa small cloth belt, bedecked
with glass beads on the upper side and cords
of cowries and glass beads hanging from the
side. This belt is tied both shoulders of mar-
ried women only.

Conclusion :

In Lambadi Tribal Society Women placed
very high inthe position in all the activities. They
wear all the traditional ornaments. The women
who have discarded their traditional dress have
also discarded their traditional ornaments along
with them. They are wearing the same orna-
ments used by the women of other castes, if
they can afford. Some Lambadiwomen along
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