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Lights! Camera! Action! And the Birth of Historical Film
- Dr. Sebastian Joseph, PG & Research Centre in History, UC College, Aluva.

Abstract

Films convey the past as a different mode
of'expression and presentation. The past when
translated as visual images in the moving pic-
ture, the narrative gets adapted to the massive
entertainment structure of popular film. Written
history that follows the dictum of positivist his-
toriography stand apart fro this genre of his-
torical film. Where the written text fails, feature
films succeed in capturing the emotive heuris-
tics ofthe past through making plots ands plots
in the way of history telling. The mode of pre-
sentation in feature film and historical texts do
follow different methods to recreate the past,
but films engage in the recreation with signs and
symbols different from textualised past. Onthe
screen sometimes historical film take the cen-
tral theme of the problem and without deviat-
ing from it, creates certain plots that did not
happen in the past. This is done to capture the
attention of'the spectators. On a pedagogic level
the use of films for propagating history seems
highly promising in so far as the films make his-
tory an affectionate way of narrating the past.

Key Words : Representation, Film, Fiction,
Spectator

There is a convention in believing represen-
tation of the past, professionally called history,
as dead past, unmoving and static in words and
phrases and in the form of tangible artefacts,
always reiterating positivist notions of objec-
tivity and ultimate truth ofhistorical science. In
a post literate world too, many cling to this be-
liefin positivist craftsmanship ofhistory writ-
ing, a history that replicate the past, to quote

Leopold von Ranke , past as it had exactly
happened. Rankean traditionalists who were /
are acclaimed professional historians, as a com-
munity, cherished the idea of projecting history
as factual representation of the past in the light
of'the critical scrutiny and analysis of sources
through a scientific methodology that legitimise
the claim ofhistory to the status ofbeing called
a science. They consider history as a science
ofthe past that comes under the rubric of so-
cial sciences. Implicit in these notions is the belief
n scientism, that would create a truthful knowl-
edge ofthe past through eliminating the philo-
sophical rumination or imagination of the histo-
rian and rejection of historical imagination that
make room for accommodating an emotional
world. In their desire for regulating the entry of
the emotional world, a coercive restraint is rec-
ommended for containing imagination that
would fictionalise and in effect weaken the claim
of scientific history writing. Emerging from this
standpoint epistemology, is the pertinent ques-
tion of a narrative past like a chemical bond or
mathematical equation that is born in the labo-
ratory of the historian, the archives. The archives
become a sacred space for the historian and
therefore the textualised past ofthe archives is
to be carried forward into the narrative ofthe
historian.

Left to the world of imagination and cre-
ative representation, history moves closer to a
novel, a story or a film that delegitimise scien-
tific nature ofthe historical science. Unmoving
belief in scientism and penchant desire for re-
taining the status of history as a science, any
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act of representation other than the stereotyped
textual past was considered unscientific, bi-
ased, imagined and therefore not worthy of
calling as qualified history. Even when showing
some respect to literary forms ofhistorical rep-
resentation in sources like novels, stories and
autobiographies with affiliation to certain defi-
nite historical context, films were usually re-
garded as highest forms of fictional represen-
tation, as the creation and production of films
are basically for entertainment. Entertainment
is not the work of the historian and it is the work
of those people who create a fantasy world
through irresponsible story telling, not history
writing, it was argued. A mass popular cultural
media, the film caters to all thought and lived
worlds and therefore stand poised to impress
the spectators through fictionalisation ofthe real
lived spaces, people and events and on most
occasions representing the miraculous powers
and skills of the human world. How can Gandhi
come out from the archives through flesh and
blood and Pazhassicry on the screen leaving
the sacred space of the archives? How can
colonialism and forms of European power told
as stories? How can history be set to rolling
with a cast of people that unfold their emotional,
psychic and personal world without recourse
to the conventional forms and structures of his-
tory writing? Most of these concerns were
predicated on the grounds of a dislike and dis-
trust of the filmic representation ofthe past from
quarters affiliated with foundational positivist
notions of historiography.
History as Film and Film as History :
Modes of representation of the past have
changed over times often taking cue from the
changes happening in the society. Creation of

the motion pictures and the immense possibil-
ity that developed in representing life and times
of'the past offered a visual treat for the people
and simultaneously created a plethora of sources
for the historian to examine the spirited histo-
ries, an exposure that was inaccessible for the
historian in the fixed world ofthe text. This is to
argue that history writing and its epistemologi-
cal dimensions are linked to the changes of-
fered by technologies that simulate historical
sense through intensely feeling with the past,
instead ofknowing the past through texts. All
films have a history to communicate, as all films
are produced at a specific cultural milieu. And,
they do have a history to communicate through
stories pinned to emotions like pain, agony, joy,
happiness, contempt, solidarity, revenge, cru-
elty, care and kindness. What was considered
as subjective is treated by films as subjective
but the subjective representation on their count
recreate a lost emotional world which was out
of reach of the histories of the texts. Before
proceeding to the argument, one must have an
understanding about the genre , historical film.
Representation ofhistory(past) communicated
through a script, moving images, acting, and
other connected technologies like music, sound,
editing and vfx can be broadly defined as a his-
torical film. It can be a bio pic, period film and
even a complex problem oriented film drawing
source bases from political, social, ideological,
gender and event oriented historical evidence.
Like a historian select and analyse past evidence
from various sources the film makers represent
history through visuals and moving images
through a selective use of the data available.
As post modern film historians like Robert
Rosenstone and Natalie Zemon Davies argue,
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historical films proceed with the past taking a
central historical problem as the focus of the
cinema and also through adding certain stories,
invented for the visual pleasure for the specta-
tor who are not always students of history. This
invention of plots and sub plots in no way un-
dermine the historicity of the central problem
that the cinema is projecting as a different kind
offilmic representation.

The Spectator / Reader Conundrum :

All spectators are not readers of history.
Historical film produced under the rubric of the
film industry focusses on this aspect for the suc-
cess of the film at the box office as well as its
intellectual entertainment value. Films when
depict history of an era or a period through
shots and definite angles do have a perspec-
tive to display on the screen. Film makers as a
team prioritise on the top the contentment of
the viewer of'the film through transmitting a
message that can be easily digestible for them
without reference to other sources and per-
spectives. Every shot is filmed bearing in mind
of'the illiterate spectator belonging to the elite ,
middle and the subaltern classes whose inter-
est of viewing the historical film is based on
aspects more psychological and not intellec-
tual. Every shot is to transmit the meaning im-
mediately to the spectator and any hurdle in
understanding the meaning will take away the
entertainment value ofthe film that portray a
historical context in the form of an event or in-
dividual. The spectator is the viewer and reader
of'the film and since the film is a visual engage-
ment for few hours , the spectator has to leave
the cinema hall without any doubt. This is a
major constrain of the maker ofthe historical
film and usually the author of a history book is

not concerned about the realisation ofthe con-
tentment of the reader as the readers are se-
lective members from the community who have
the capacity to interrogate the author at any
point of time. Beyond this , the reader enjoys
the freedom of completing the book in days an
even in months and sometimes make a selec-
tive reading of chapters. Film on the contrary,
is an engagement with a very limited time scale,
for a maximum of three hours in the case of
lengthy films that develop only in progression
with the history/ story that it unfolds. While the
readers can wait, the spectators of a historical
film cannot wait for days and months in com-
pleting their viewing of the film. On a different
angle this is the major problem in making a his-
torical film that caters to the diverse class based
spectators ofthe historical film making the di-
gestive nature of the history as the primary
agenda of'the film maker.

Films are basically made for seeing. It is a
visual pleasure document created through col-
laboration among directors, writers, artists,
technicians and other crew that belongs even
to the mess. Films are at the intersection of see-
ing and reading for while at the time of seeing it
is entirely a different document that make you
feel at home or thrown open into the emotive
world of discharge. Seeing is highly momen-
tary and sensual, enabling the spectator as one
with the actors and conditions on the screen.
Once the seeing is open it opens immense pos-
sibilities for a reading of the film through re-
peatedly seeing the film from beginning to end
or a selective seeing for analysing the film and
its method of story telling. The later seeing of
the film, takes the spectator ofthe film into an
exercise ofreading the film for making certain
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historical films proceed with the past taking a
central historical problem as the focus of the
cinema and also through adding certain stories,
invented for the visual pleasure for the specta-
tor who are not always students of history. This
invention of plots and sub plots in no way un-
dermine the historicity of the central problem
that the cinema is projecting as a different kind
offilmic representation.

The Spectator / Reader Conundrum :

All spectators are not readers of history.
Historical film produced under the rubric of the
film industry focusses on this aspect for the suc-
cess of the film at the box office as well as its
intellectual entertainment value. Films when
depict history of an era or a period through
shots and definite angles do have a perspec-
tive to display on the screen. Film makers as a
team prioritise on the top the contentment of
the viewer of'the film through transmitting a
message that can be easily digestible for them
without reference to other sources and per-
spectives. Every shot is filmed bearing in mind
of'the illiterate spectator belonging to the elite ,
middle and the subaltern classes whose inter-
est of viewing the historical film is based on
aspects more psychological and not intellec-
tual. Every shot is to transmit the meaning im-
mediately to the spectator and any hurdle in
understanding the meaning will take away the
entertainment value ofthe film that portray a
historical context in the form of an event or in-
dividual. The spectator is the viewer and reader
of'the film and since the film is a visual engage-
ment for few hours , the spectator has to leave
the cinema hall without any doubt. This is a
major constrain of the maker ofthe historical
film and usually the author of a history book is

not concerned about the realisation ofthe con-
tentment of the reader as the readers are se-
lective members from the community who have
the capacity to interrogate the author at any
point of time. Beyond this , the reader enjoys
the freedom of completing the book in days an
even in months and sometimes make a selec-
tive reading of chapters. Film on the contrary,
is an engagement with a very limited time scale,
for a maximum of three hours in the case of
lengthy films that develop only in progression
with the history/ story that it unfolds. While the
readers can wait, the spectators of a historical
film cannot wait for days and months in com-
pleting their viewing of the film. On a different
angle this is the major problem in making a his-
torical film that caters to the diverse class based
spectators ofthe historical film making the di-
gestive nature of the history as the primary
agenda of'the film maker.

Films are basically made for seeing. Itis a
visual pleasure document created through col-
laboration among directors, writers, artists,
technicians and other crew that belongs even
to the mess. Films are at the intersection of see-
ing and reading for while at the time of seeing it
is entirely a different document that make you
feel at home or thrown open into the emotive
world of discharge. Seeing is highly momen-
tary and sensual, enabling the spectator as one
with the actors and conditions on the screen.
Once the seeing is open it opens immense pos-
sibilities for a reading of the film through re-
peatedly seeing the film from beginning to end
or a selective seeing for analysing the film and
its method of story telling. The later seeing of
the film, takes the spectator ofthe film into an
exercise ofreading the film for making certain
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film. A suitable example can be drawn from the
Malayalam movie Kerala VarmaPazhassi
Raja, a film that showcases the struggles of a
historical hero, who in archival terms accord-
ing to the versions of the British administrators,
looked like a monkey. To make things difficult,
this is the only textual document about the ap-
pearance of'the rebel king, who was to be iden-
tified when found dead or alive by the British.
Again the description goes to say that he was
wearing only a dhoti with a red cap and a mous-
tache withno ornaments. According to the origi-
nal colonial sources Pazhassi moved onthe top
of elephants as the terrain of the forest was
demanding. For a positivist, archival trained
professional historian, the cinematic portrayal
of'the rebel king can be problematic owing to
the falsification ofthe primary sources, the sa-
cred sources available in the repositories.

This issue makes a classic case for under-
standing ‘true invention’ as Rosenstone argued.
Leaving a serious contestation of the veracity
ofthe primary document, a film historian has to
look at the popular perceptions of the rebel king
whose heroism and valour are enmeshed in the
historical memory ofthe people of Kerala over
the centuries. In the mind and memory ofthe
people the data regarding the physical features
of'Pazhassi is insignificant, where the heroism
of'Pazhassi Raja stand out like a fossilised relic
in the popular memory or collective conscious-
ness. The film therefore, cannot neglect this
popular memory and straight away make a
cross over from the archives direct to the screen.
The screen is different, it is a space where his-
tory is to meet the emotional as well as societal
understanding about the historical hero.
Whereas, the archives do not have a corrobo-

rative cluster of evidence, the film maker in-
stead of being on a slippery ground , turn to the
act ofa true invention in compressing the entire
scheme ofthe film under the emotion of hero-
ism. Pazhassi Raja is brought to the fore front
in the celestial stardom of Mammootty and dis-
pel any possible threat of rejection or nullifica-
tion on the part of the audience. On the screen
‘MammoottyPazhassiRaja’(emphasis mine)
makes sense and go hand in hand with the spirit
of'the film, heroism and popular perceptions.
Similarly elephant is replaced by horse as the
symbol of the warrior king, attire is recasted
with the look ofthe Chekovanofthe Northern
ballad and gold ornaments became an essen-
tial cinematic addition for bringing splendour
onto the screen. Heroism, revenge, isolation-
ism, grief and contempt became cinematic
moods well reflected on the face of Mammootty
and the whole audience literally moved along
with him in the film. This felt realisation ofthe
documents is sine qua non in historical film and
true invention to that realisation is valid stem-
ming from the responsible filmic- historical
imagination of the film maker. It is not the super
star but a galaxy of stars and other ordinary
actors make the historical crowd visible on the
screen, because Pazhassi’s struggle cannot be
visualised on individual terms for his struggle
happened on a vast geographic scale moving
from the plains to the forest with lot of affiliat-
ing people belonging to different classes.

From Events to Processes: Imperialism
in Film :

Is cinema incapable of presenting complex
histories like the texts do? Can such issues be
told through stories? Two crucial questions that
need attention in understanding the intellectual
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as well as educational values ofhistorical film
remains as a problem for many historians. How
can stories by theoretical? In cinema, theories
are adapted into stories without disturbing the
pleasure ofthe spectator, motifs including land-
scapes, material belongings and even gestures
and moods are cinematically arranged to ex-
plain serious epistemological questions of the
historical film. This cannot be a simplification
or wrong sensical application of theory, but a
story centric theoretical directionality essential
for the pleasure effect of the movie. From the
western box, Battleship Potemkin belongs to
this genre where rebellion and solidarity are well
explained in the Odessa steps, the steps that
has phenomenal potential for locating similar
movements and actions elsewhere in the world.
The Odessa steps scene where people affirm-
ing their solidarity with the rebels unfolds the
thesis of dissent and the collective conscious-
ness ofthe masses that come out against dicta-
torial regimes of power. Hegemony, Imperial-
ism, Dissent are conditions that need a touch-
ing scene wise depiction for moving history along
the lines oftheory, the theoretical mise en scene
throughcinematic imagination is the only option
left for the film maker. In yyobintePusthakam,
aMalayalam movie which can be rightly labelled
as a historical movie of complex issues of co-
lonialism, hegemony and protest moves along
the screen telling the story of landscape trans-
formation, tea imperialism and exploitation in
stories affiliated to individuals whose names may
not figure out exactly in the archives. They are
invented characters for the film, barring the tim-
ber merchant AngoorRawther, a timber trader
who dictated terms of timber business in the
hilly regions. A timber trader as usual became a
villain in the film, though available records do
not have a trace in it to establish his villainy.

The encounter with the hero Aloysius to-
wards the end of the film is an invented truth
for confirming the defeat at the hands of the
hero, celebrated star FahadFazil. These inven-
tions in the script do not take away the signifi-
cance of the film, its historical value in excavat-
ing into the deeper layers ofthe colonial culture
that penetrated onto the hills and created im-
ages in the self of the native. The European
culture on the hills including the culture of a
changed ecology is well filmed in sync with the
available documents. The hunger for land , be
it the European or the Native and the subjuga-
tion of the female body as a just pleasure site is
visualised by the film, adding educative value
fo locating manifestations of power, hegemony,
gender and ecology on the screen. This film
comes under the genre of problem oriented his-
torical films that have a flair of bringing deeper
concepts and ideologies onto the screen. Films
belonging to this genre never uses terms and
terminologies like hegemony, imperialism or
gendering but put forth them through stories
intelligible for the audience and along another
plane caters to the need of the serious history
researcher. More than that the film used im-
mense material from the archives while con-
ceiving the script that take the film closer to
the status of being called a filmic critique of
colonialism and the power structure it created.

Real vs the Unreal : Semantics of Histori-
cal Film :

A major question that confronts the histo-
rian or history aspirant is the question of the
real past in the films. Real and real pasts are a
question of imagination even when one look at
the original records from the past. Every docu-
ment that is classified as the original document
on the past is created through imagination and
perspectives that dominated the then present
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in the past. There is a Past/Present context for
all documents that are examined through tex-
tual analytical tools and methods by the histo-
rian and any history that is reconstructed from
these documents is a secondary imagination
basing on the first and original emotion of the
document writer. The sacrosanct nature ofthe
written history draws its instrumental recogni-
tion from the rich source base of'the archives.
Other than this recognition, the written history
too is the outcome of imagination at two levels,
the first stage when the document is created in
the distant past and the second stage when
those documents are used for representation
by the historian. In both the stages, imagination
is at work. It is argued , therefore, that the re-
ality constructed in the written text as well as
the filmic representation are the outcome of
imagination based on sources in two different
modes of representation. Cinema follows the
grammar of the visual and imagination at work
in cinema is more revealing and spectacular than
the imagination conceived in the written text.
The real and the unreal are present in the deeper
levels ofboth the engagements, in cinema as
well as the text. The structured grammar
couched in the definite format ofthe text makes
the real as seemingly closer to the reader,
whereas in the film it is dubbed as fantasy or
falsification. Both use their own rules of expo-
sition but when cinema does it, it becomes fan-
tasy in the case of historical films. Printed texts
too proceed with meaning creation through an
emplotment where plots are imagined in the
minds of'the historian. The same mode of se-
quential representation is resorted to by the film
maker in communicating the historical with all
its viewers and a strategy of such a communi-

cation is different in cinema. Real and the un-
real are knitted together as the unreal is essen-
tial for the transmission of historical meaning
for the general public. In texts too the unreal
appears in the form of conclusions and stand-
points taken by the author based on real/unreal
documents of'the past. Taking all inall, reality

the presence of the unreal.

On the Use of Films as Source for History:
Any film produced in the past become a
source base for the historian as it copy from
the lifeworld of'the real lived spaces. For in-
stance malayalam films produced in the 1970’s
depict the milieu of Kerala as it was seen in
those times. The landscape including the topog-
raphy, rivers, trees, animals, attire of people,
vehicles, roads, buildings, shops, campuses and
all that are part of daily life come along with the
humans. Even one could gauge the gender re-
lations and social distinctions of living through
a critical analysis of the films. The body and
notions of aesthetics are visually transacted in
the films that call for more critical studies in the
social history of the region. One can ask very
curious questions about the advent oftechnol-
ogy and the question of alienation of the worker
in the film Odayilninnu, a film that takes into
cognisance the deplorable and miserable life of
arickshaw puller in Kerala. It is the arena where
the subaltern world and its images are visually
reflected on the screen. Here the film portrays
not just the subaltern life, but the emotional
world ofthe poor cycle rickshaw puller and
the agony and disillusionment that transcends
onto the face ofthe man ( donned by Sathyan)
which no records and written narratives can
transmit. The film moves into the felt realisation
of'the poor to a greater degree than the novel
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of KeshavDev can afford to effect through
words. Shots from the sets enter the heart of
the audience who sympathise with the poor man
on the screen. One cannot think of getting a
more stronger evidence in reconstructing the
poor man’s world than films in this instance.
Visuals and moving mages bring life into his-
torical reconstruction and turns out to be the
evidence for writing textual histories bringing
structural changes in the format ofhistoriogra-
phy. Movies in these respects make a rich
source base for effecting an ideology of
emancipatory historiography and democratise
columns of social history vital for knowing the
region. Films without any direct historical con-
notation comes closer to Foucault’s argument
that any kind of history is written from the
present and in that sense all histories are
presentist in nature. The film maker as in the
above case might not have anticipated a turn in
historiography but the ideology of post mod-
ern history in later times made departures in
understanding films as important sources for
writing histories. Quite interestingly, such films
produced in far oftimes become historical films
through the expanding scope of methodologies
in history writing.
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Reimagining Resources : A Note on Dalit Land Movements in Kerala
- Joby Mathew, Research Scholar, Centre for Human Rights, University of Hyderabad.

Abstract :

The first and the foremost part of'a nation
building is the welfare of its people. For a
country like India, distribution of land resources
among the landless may achieve this goal. After
seventy five years of independence we seldom
see such a genuine venture in this regard yet
prevents such moves. If there is no equal
distribution of resources like land, a forceful
demand would arise. The state of Kerala
witnessed series of such struggles demanding
land for the landless. This paper tries to
understand how the Chengara and Arippa
movements questioned this injustice towards
marginal communities. Further, it analyzes that
how a community having long history of
defamation and torture that resulted to
interrogate the oppressor for their deserved
social dignity and capital.

Keywords: - Land, Dalit, Resource,
Dignity, Chengara, Arippa

The land resourceis always a living subject
in India. It is equated with social dignity. Own
a piece of land escalate ones social status in
India.Because of the same reason, not all
individuals are allowed to hold it. The
beneficiary feudal community in India never
thought of sharing their land ownership with
anyone out of their caste. In such a way, an
essential form of wealth and status remained
exclusive to the upper castes, pullinga civic life
away.

Anupside downtriangular representation of
feudalism clearly shows that how unethicalis this
land holdings in India. The pointed narrow

sharpness of such a reverse image is nothing
but an emaciatedlow caste peopleand their
breadth ofland holdings in India. They could
barely balance on such a needle point. Whereas
the flat top cite the vastness of land acquired
by landlords.Moreover, an individual born into
a particular caste is given all the privileges of
the society and a similar labour provides
another a barren life. What makes a human birth
to reject a possible egalitarian life?

The Struggles for Land : A Subaltern
Reading :

How an egalitarian life is possible in India?
Break what is unequally distributed. It is
basically nothing but the land. The last few
decades witnessed Dalitsholding protests to
shatter the lockedlanded property in Kerala.
These struggles raised certain fundamental
questions on social justice and so called ‘civic
life’ in Kerala. Protestors of such struggles
consider it asarevolt against government that
never treated them at par with upper castes even
after fiftieth year of Indian independence. They
were evicted from land reforms to the margins
of the Kerala society. Series of such critical
encounters on public space signifies that the
issue still persist. In reality the society is still
highly undemocratic and hardly considers this
unequal distribution of land need to be rectified.

Protests on land issue disclose the folly of
technical adjustments of land reforms that the
land transferred to the tenants but not to the
labours attached with soil. Since most of the
labours are of low castes, they are left with no
housing or agrarian land but choose to fight.
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Thus most needed communitieslacks basic
resources, when there is an abundance ofland
holding with dominant caste groups.
Howevermarginal communities often imagine
their dignity with landed propertiesconsequently
their struggles for land and life dealt with the
state and civil society.

ChengaralLand Struggle : an Overview

On 27 September 2006 the chief minister
of Kerala made an assurance to the landless
folks that the government of Kerala would allot
land to the landless. However that promise was
not kept. The issue of land in Kerala thus
became crucial and it finally triggered the
Chengara land struggle on August 2007.
LahaGopalan, the founder of Sadhujana
Vimochana Samyuktha Vedi (SVSV)'led this
movement. This brave move of around three
hundred families of schedule caste and
converted Christians built huts in Chengara
rubber plantation in Pathanamthitta district of
southern Kerala. The number of families
escalated up to seven thousand and seven
hundred. They demanded nothing but
agricultural land at Chengara plantationthatthe
government of Kerala had leased out to the
Harrison Malayalam plantation.

The Kandathilfamily, a dominant Christian
family in Kerala, possessed the Chengara
estate on lease for 35 years. As per this lease
deed, once the deed is completed land would
naturallyvest with the ‘original owner ‘or to the
government in the absence of feudal lord.
Contrary to that the estate handed to the
Harrison Malayalam Limited for ninety nine (99)
years, till 2006. Subsequently the government
approved company’s demand to cut off rubber
trees sans any legal formalities. Such a move

was a real profit for the company. The protestors
accused such numerous irregularities including
the pending lease amount to the government
since 1996. Harrison Malayalam Limited then
holding around Thirty Three (33) including
Chengarawas in real trouble. The leased land
was about 1048 hectares in Chengara,

however it is reported that the company
encroached around 24281 hector of land.7ata
Teaanother big company is also not free from
indictment. They too acquired 50,000 acres of
land in Munnar, Kerala. The internal strife’ of
left government self-destructed its project to
dig out the illegal land holdings of the company.
The struggle for equal status often turned into
turmoil. Police force trampled people without
considering age or gender and incarcerated
men. Politically supported various trade unions
members had assaulted women. Such a state
sponsored atrocity cremated demand for dignity
and self-respect of landless people. The so
called caste minded democratic state put a
cross board on the rights of people over
resource ownership.

Subsequently SVSV protest quenched after
discussion with the then revenue minister
K.P.Rajendran. The meeting concluded by way
of submitting around twenty two demandslike
agricultural land to the Dalits and a financial help
of fifty thousand rupees to the protesters for
promoting agriculture, government job for at
least a member of scheduled caste and
scheduled tribe families, the inclusion of Dalit
Christians into the scheduled caste category,
declaration of Ayyankali’s birthday and the
death day of Ambedkar as holidays and five
acres of land for the development of Kalleli
Appoopan Kavu situates in Konni
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Pathanamthitta district. Those demands were
not accepted at full length.

Such a situation made the protestors renew
their agitation by way of encroaching
Kumbazha estate of Harrison Malayalam
plantation in Pathanamthitta district. The
government used all possible ways to dishearten
people, mainly with police force. Yet people
resisted. They collected available latex in the
estate for subsistence in the battle field. The
struggle went on for months with no solution
and the SVSV withdrawn from their demand
for five acres of land to one acre seeking an
early solution.

However, the government was least
interested in resolving this land issue. The
cessation of lease agreement by 2006 legallyput
the leased land under government ownership.
Instead of distributing this land among the
landless,the left/right wing governments show
no difference inwithdrawing to a self-freezing
mode on the demand of agitators for cultivable
land. Yet after a decade and half of Chengara
struggle,a settlement package is released in
various parts of Kerala,a package that tragically
ended on releasing non-arable land on the
outskirts of forest.

Arippa Land Struggle: From Colony to
Agricultural Land

Anotherimportant movement in this regard
isArippa Bhoosamaram (Arippa land struggle).
The Adivasi Dalit MunnettaSamiti (ADMS)
triggeredit on 2012, 31* December. ‘From
colony to agricultural land’ being their motto
they encroached Arippa forest in Kollam
district, Kerala. Protestors successfully entered
their destination by midnight of 3 1* December.

Following that the CPIM activist too protested
at Arippa inorder to ‘point surplus land’ to the
government. Unlike the ADMS, it did not last.
A pacifying settlement is made between the then
Congress ministries on the assurance of date
of'extension ofreceiving application for ‘Zero
Landless Kerala.

The Arippa forest land is also having long
99 years history of lease. AMuslim feudal lord
ThangalKunjuMusaliar(Late) enjoyed for 102
years contrary to the 99 years lease agreement.
However in 2011 the government declared it
surplus revenue land. Out of these Ninety acres,
the Chengara protestors were given 21.54 acres
and 13 acres of land was allotted to the
Ambedkar model residential school. The
remaining 55.47 acres declared as government
property. Protestors still demands the
distribution of remaining government land
among landless Dalits and Adivasis.’Arippa
being a sequel toChengara disclosed theunequal
distribution of resources.It shattered and
problematized the colonial consciousness of
middle castes in Kerala that the plantation
fieldsare bequeathed to them.

The nexus of political parties and plantation
workers of middle caste origin believes that,
minority people are to be kept quiet as being
the lower strata of society. Any minority attempt
to question over unequal distribution of material
resources is met with brutal violence. It is proven
during Chengara and Arippa struggles. Being a
much benefited community out of land reform
movement they plotted attacks on Dalits and
Adivasi protestors to sustain their land
resources.

Theinitial phase of land reforms movement
during 1950s, aimed at offering ownership rights
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to the tenants. Such a movement dashed the
age old feudal ownership over land, instead
created land owners of OBC origin, though
they are permitted to holdonly up to 7.5 acres
of land. The second phase however faced
multiple obstacles to reach unto the destined
beneficiaries sayfarmers and landless Dalits. The
primary beneficiaries of reform movements
objected this second phase. Pure caste biased
social dignity attached with soil prompted
them.These oppressive feudal policies are
having a history that starts from pre-
independence period. It is still flowing through
the middle caste channel. Being the political
offspring of left parities, numerous middle castes
in Kerala also acquired land through land
reforms. Yet they put aside Dalits onto the
outskirts of society by way of repudiating
latter’s struggles for land and dignity.

In2011 theKILA (Kerala Institute for Local
Administration) made a statistical survey on
habitats of marginal people in Kerala and found
that thereexist 26,198 government approved
colonies of scheduled castes (SC) and 6588
enlisted colonies of scheduled tribe (ST). In fact
such studies could not enumerate the hand
radius housing of Adivasi/Dalits teeming up in
the edges of main land. They could hardly
maintain cemented floor under that shivering
roof for lacking cemeteries to bury their loved
ones often rests beneath kitchen or verandah.
Their habitual milieu is thus synonymous
crematorium as their lives are excluded to the
far end. The land struggles thus aims at leaving
such excluded trampled lifeto a new horizon.

The present land struggles equipped the
landless masses to evaluate their current material
statusand envision a new life questioningthe

attitude of democratic governments towards
them for the past fifty years. It is obvious that
for the past fifty years democratic system in
Kerala could hardly change the traditional caste
structure. Instead, deliberate silence of
government helped upper and middle castes to
accumulate land resources.The resultant
economic capital along with political support
helped them to sustain their resources pullingthe
landless Dalits away. The movementsto shake
off such upper caste clutch over land often met
with denial of wage, social boycott and non-
supply of necessary itemsto Dalits and
demanded them a non-dependencyfor survival.®
The struggles for land yet in fact ideated Dalits
of'a dignified social life and prompted them to
fight diligently for a decent life. The current land
struggles fighting injustice and providing society
an opportunity to rectify the anomalies of land
reform movements.

Conclusion :

The struggles have created a new notion
among Dalits that it is essential to become more
resourceful in terms of material things like land
to have a better and dignified caste free life.
Secondly Dalits and Adivasis have realized the
importance to fight for themselves instead of
receiving help from the dominant political
parties. Most importantly these struggles have
not framed under the traditional left party
struggles which focused only on landlordism and
labour rights remained silent on the question of
resources for marginal communities. These
movements were emerged outer the political
parties those who led land reform movement
and the other socio-political structure which
developed in modern Kerala.
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Problems of Translating Cultural Elements in Manipuri folktale
Shanrembi Chaisra

- Thoudam Jomita Devi, Research Scholar, Centre for Applied Linguistics and
Translation Studies, University of Hyderabad, Telangana.

The present paper will be an attempt to
investigate problem of cultural elements
translation present in the folktale Manipuri
folktales ShanrembiChaisra by B.
Jayantakumar s FungawariSingbul (2003.
The analysis is categorised based on
Newmark's (1988) categories of cultural
words. Therefore, as far as the study is
concerned, the problems of culture such as
proper names, especially personal names and
use of language (forms of address and
reduplication) and Meetei’s way of life
(house structure terms and utensils related
terms) will be investigated. To make easier
for reference serial number has been
provided.

Keywords : Culture,Folktale, Translation,

Introduction :

The challenges that we struggle during the
translation of cultural elements is how to invent
an appropriate tool for our analysis and to define
the cultural elements of a language.Peter
Newmark writes that there is a common
tendency to classify cultural elements especially
linked with arbitrary area of each linguistic
system-its local institutions, streets, historical
figures, places, names, personal names,
periodical, works ofart, etc-which will normally
present a translation problem in other languages.
(Peter Newmark 1984:70-83). Therefore, it is
important to analyse cultural elements in
folkltales to identify the cultural gap between

two languages which will help to promote the
SL cultural aspects to the target language.

Personal Names :

Alford (1988:51) says that personal names
represent individual identity in two ways. They
inform the society who the individual is, and
they tell the individual who he or she is or is
expected to be'. In Meetei also personal name
indexes a great deal of information about the
culture; values, cultural practices, ethnic and
religious background, environment, languages,
etc.

Source Language Target Language

Yangkhureima Yangkhuriema
Shangkhureima Shangkhureima
Shandrembi Shandrembi
Chaisra Chaisra

In the above table, SL (1) and (2) do not
have meaning inthe SL whereas SL (3) and (4)
are insects which stick at the backside of a green
plant leaf. SL (3) is gold in colour whereas SL
(4) is black in colour. Therefore, SL (3) is
characterised as beautiful, calm and good
natured while SL (4) is characterised as ugly
and notorious. In Meetei philosophy, the name
is so closely associated with the person himself
that it is believed that a good name will bring
good fortune to the person who bears it.
(Moirangthem, 1993:173).

Form of Address :
Source language Target language
Machanupi Daughter
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Iche Elder sister Ingba-tapa Calm and
Inao Younger sister good natured
Leimashija Queen Nganfung-nganfung Dawn
Nabungo Superior or master Thaja-yonjaba Betrothed
Ishanou Belovedfor female Awat-apa Sh_ortage_t
Nashabi Beloved for male Kapna-kapna w}_nle SEne
) ) ) Chada-thaktana ~ Without eating
Meetei has a unique form of'address in the .
anything
above table demonstrates the forms of address .
i o Kalak-kanjao Jealousy
present in the selected Manipuri folktale for the Lik-kon Jewellery
analysis. Most of the people avoid using name Setchin-sijinle Wi
while addressing someone. For an example Chingna-chingna  Suspicious

Iche, which is used to refer to a woman who is
elder to the addressee and /bema if the older
person address to a younger female. It is not
mandatory to be blood relation. Whereas for
male /bungo to the younger ones and Tada for
the older male. SL (1), (2) and (3) has been
translated with TL equivalence. Meeteiroyal
titles for the queens are address according to
their positions such as MeeteiLeima/
Leimashija for head queen; 2™ queen —
Apambidhal;, 3° queen — Leimakhubi; 4™
queen — LeimakhubiAhal; 5™ queen —
Leimakhubi Naha. However, SL (4) has been
translated as queen, as in the tale there is no
mention of other wife rather than her. So, while
translation first or second wife has not been
mentioned. SL (5), has been translated as
master to fit the context and SL (6) and (7) has
been translated with TL equivalence as
“beloved”.

Reduplication :

Source Language Target Language
Nongma-nongmagi Day by day

Parap-parap Hurriedly
Nachil-noupwa Siblings/brother
and sister

The above table shows the reduplication
mentioned in the folktale ShanrembiChaisra.
SL (1) has been translated with its literal
meaning, SL (2) is used to refer to being fast or
haste and it has been translated with the adverb
‘hurry’. SL (3) is used to refer to siblings as in
a collective noun and has been translated with
its literal meaning. SL (4) is used to refer to
someone’s behaviour and nature, so it has been
translated with its functional equivalent, TL (4).
SL (5) is the repetition of the word ‘dawn’. It
has been translated without repeating the word
with its literal meaning and the word ‘early’ has
been added. The literal meaning of SL (6) would
be selling or giving away. But it is used to say
when a girl reaches a marriageable age and is
to be betrothed and has been translated with
equivalent word in English. SL (7) has to be
used together as they do not have individual
meaning and it has been rendered with its
equivalent word ‘shortage’. SL (8) has been
translated with its literal meaning TL (8). SL
(9) has been translated with its literal meaning.
SL (10) is used for jealousy and the word
kanjao could not be used separately as it does
not have an individual meaning. SL (11) is used
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to refer to ornaments as a collective. But when
these two words are used individually, then kon
means utensils and /ikmeans necklace or
jewellery. SL (12) refers to getting dressed up
but it has been translated as wear to convey
the meaning of'the context. SL (13)is used to
refer to the degree of doubt or suspicion.
Therefore, it has been translated with the
adjective ‘suspicious.’

Food Items :
Source Language Target Language

Heibong Fig
Ngarou Ngarou
Ngakha Ngakha
Lemlei Fish
Ngamu Ngamu

Chagempomba Chagempomba

3 O
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The Place of Women in Indian Society
- Sahithi Modugula, Degree Student, B.A, English Literature, Government College for Women(A), Guntur.

In the current technological arena, women
are competing equally along with men in every
sphere. There are politicians, piolets, industrial-
ists, engineers, conductors, and drivers. Itis a
good symptom for the development of any
nation.But in India, it is one side ofthe coin. To
know the other side of'it, have a glance at the
positions of women from ancient times.

When Aryans entered India in 1500 B.C,
Sindhu Culture came to an end. At that time
there was a matriarchal family system where
the mother had a major role in the family.
Husband used to come to the house of wife
after marriage. Their children belonged to the
community of mothers. But after 1500 B.C, it
was replaced by a patriarchal family system, in
which father was the head ofthe family. He had
to look at the things outside the house and
mother had to attempt household affairs. 500
B.C to 500 B.C is called the “Vedic Period.”
History reports that women were given a
glorified status during that period. She was an
Embodiment of Power. Rigveda had women
scholars like Gargi, Maitreya.

At that time, they were given due importance
in every aspect even in their matrimonial matters.
They had the right of selecting their life partner.
We know it by the name “Swayamwaram.” In
past, we had Sita, Savitri, Parvathi, Ahalya as
the role models of the society. Sita was known
for her patience, Savitri whose love could
conquer the death of her husband. Their
qualities stand in Indian history forever and ever
and applied to entire women hood. It means

women are known for their patience,
compassion, and love.

After Vedas certain dharmas came into
existence by which the rights of the women
were suppressed. They are:

m  Manu dharma
m  Sruthi dharma
m  Smriti dharma

One way these dharmas elevated the role
of women but the other way they laid certain
rules to keep her position down.

oG TSGR FragoB8EoBS TS e

@ drag o8I0 GBSl

There live God where women are respected,
where not, their efforts would become fruitless.

G GOSr TR SR T geT S0 S

BB ST e T I8 gl

Asaint is greater than ten teachers. A father
is greater than hundred saints and a mother is
greater than thousand fathers.

SrBSES, SRS S, e dglaESs. ..

Here also mother is given the first place for
worshipping.

HSEEET IS, $TEEBSTSI

S8BT IBY (@ SRQIIS0BS0E 8

It means she had to depend on men at every
walk of her life. She had to depend upon her
father before marriage, husband after marriage,

and sons in her old age. And surprisingly says,
she doesn’t deserve freedom at all.

This system has been continuing since then.
Later, they introduced child marriages, which
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led to deprive her of education and said that
serving her husband was equal to serving God.
Her freedom had been snatched by this saying.

With the Muslim attracts in the eighth century
the whole social setup of the society changed.
Women were kept within the four walls of their
houses to save them from molestation in the
hands of'the victors. Thus, women remained
uneducated and illiterate. They lost their identity.
To add fuel to the fire certain social events like
“Sathisahagamanam, Kanyasulkam, Child
Marriages” prevailed everywhere. At that time
also, there were some reformers who strove
for the liberation of women such as Raja Ram
Mohan Roy, Eswarchandra Vidya Sagar,
Kandukuri Veeresalingam, etc. At the time of
the freedom struggle, women too fought and
struggled against all odds along with their male
counterparts. Through they had a little
participation, it is worth mentioning here. During
the freedom struggle, Sarojini Naidu, Kasturba
Gandhi, Durgabai Deshmukh, and many
women played vital roles in liberating our
motherland from the clutches of'the British.

After independence, the constitution of India
opened anew chapter in the history of women
and granted them full equality. Free India had
her women ambassadors, women cabinet
ministers, women scientists, women engineers,
women police officers, and women magistrates.
The glory of women is enlightening the world
now. Historyhas stood witness to the brilliance
ofwomen. Such distinguished personalities are
Indira Gandhi, Sheela Dixit, Sushma Swaraj,
Nirmala Seetharaman inPolitics. P.T.Usha,
Mithali Raj, Koneru Hampi, Sania Mirja, Saina
Nehwal, P.V.Sindhu in Sports. M.S.Subba
Lakshmi, Sobha Naidu, Latha Mangeshkar,

Monalini Sarabai, Rukmini Devi Arandel in Arts.
Savitri, Kannamba, Suryakantham, Hemalatha,
S. Varalakshmi, B. Saroja devi, Shavukaru
Janaki in Cinema. Krupabai Satthianadhan is
the first women novelist to write in English.
Arundhathi Roy, Bhanumathi Ramakrishna,
Thenneti Hemalatha, Ranganayakamma, Banda
Lacchamamba, Chira Banerjee in Literature.
Aidamu SatyavathiDeviis the first woman who
wrote her Autobiography in Telugu. Kiran Bedi
in the Police Department. Successful women
engineers like Priya Balasubramanyam, Nandini
Ramani, Anjali Joshi, Komali Matngtani,
Aparna Ramani made India proud. Since 1989
seven women were appointed as the judges of
the supreme court. They are Sujatha Manohar,
Rama Pal, Gyan Sudha Misra, Ranjana
Prakash Desai, Bhanumathi, Indu Malhotra and
Indira Banerjee elevated the position of Indian
women by occupying the dream position of
many people. Women are educationally better
and socially more active. If we have a glance at
universities, surprisingly our young women
capture most of the merit seats and gold medals
in their interesting aspects.

However, in the last decades, the situation
of women in India has greatly improved. An
increasing number of Indian women are entering
local and national politics and since 2007, the
country has been under the rule of a woman,
Pratibha Patil. She is the first woman to hold
this position since the creation of the Indian
Republic in 1950.

But alas! Despite all the glory, the
women in India are still treated as Second-
Class citizens.

A newlyborn child is often identified as “plus’
if the baby is a male child and ‘minus’ if a
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female. The misuse of modern technology, a
collective failure of medical ethics has resulted
in the sex determination of fetuses and the
heinous practice of female feticide. 16 states
and union territories with 170 districts have
recorded an abnormal decline in the girl
population between 1991 and 2001. According
to the findings ofthe 2011 census of India, the
ratio of girlchildren per 1,000 boys is 940. It
was 945 in 1991. It is 850 in Delhi, 898 in
Mumbeai, 783 in Amritsar, 814 in Ahmedabad,
770 in Patiala [Punjab]. It is the result of the
age-old belief that a male child is necessary for
developing inheritance. And I am scared to
share the number of'the last recorded census.

Rape and molestation have become a
routine phenomenon. According to the reports
of WHO, there is a rape for every 54 minutes
in India. This is the outcome oftoday’s formula-
based films which are full of sex, outrage, rape,
hot stuff, excitement. These films degraded the
dignity of women in society. No doubt about it.

From the time they are born, young Indian
girls are the victims of discrimination. According
to a 2005 report from the Indian Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, the infant mortality
rate among girls is 61% higher than that for boys.
This gender inequality is also present in
education. Only 2/3 of girls between the ages
of'6 and 17 are sent to school, compared to 3/
4 of boys of the same age. Also, in the
countryside, only 46% of women are literate,
which is almost one-halfthe literary rate for men.

Instead of going to school, girls often find
themselves forced to work in order to help their
families, often from a very young age. Even more
worrisome, 25% of women marry before the

age of 15 and very often, they marry against
their will. This has profound consequences,
notably on women’s health and their precarious
situation often prevents them from receiving
proper health care. For many Indian women,
poor treatment, violence and exploitation take
place on daily basis.

Women represent half of the Indian
population but they do not carry the weightage
in this vast country and at social, family, national,
international levels which they rightly deserve.
The obvious reason is a male-dominated society,
male ego, religious and social beliefs, illiteracy,
and backwardness of women. She trained as a
dependent since her childhood. If an educated
girl is asked about her career, the most common
answer is, let it be decided by her father or her
husband. That’s why it is said women stop
thinking after marriage and men start thinking
after marriage.

Most of the married women in India,
voluntarily confine to four walls ofthe house
watching T.V channels and chit-chatting with
neighbors. Ifthe situation is like this, how can
they develop mentally? Modern technology is
so developed even by sitting at home one can
develop ifone can be improved themselves and
nobody else. They should know that they are
not the shadows ofthe men and are not Second-
Class citizens. They too have equal rights. They
should form women’s organizations, not for
name and fame but for the upliftment of women
in every aspect.

The male ego must be made compatible with
the female identity. A husband must respect his
wife even if she is a housewife. He must co-
operate with her in all aspects. Man, and
women are like two wheels ofthe carriage. The
life of one without is incomplete. Man, and
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women should contribute to the development
of'each other’s personality.

In 1985, a separate department of women
and child development was set up. The year
1995 was declared as the international year of
women throughout the world. ‘International
Women'’s Day is celebrated on 8th March every
year. The government implemented major
programmers like Supporting to Training Cum
Employment for Women [STEP], Mahila Kosh,
women’s Development Corporation, etc. the
legislation on prenatal Diagnostic Technique
[Regulation and Prevention of Misuse Act —
1994] should be implemented strictly. The
police should accept more female officers and
constables so that they are able to empathize
with the female victims of our society.
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In Indian society, women are traditionally
discriminated against and excluded from political
and family related decisions. Indian society does
indeed recognize many women’s rights,
including the rights to political involvement,
family allowance.Nevertheless, in rural areas,
poverty and a lack of information represent real
barriers to women’s independence and
empowerment. Programs aimed at advancing
human rights, literacy and microfinance are
therefore necessary in order to restore Indian
women to the place they deserve and open
doors to a better future.Finally, the women must
become literate as it is very important for them
and their families as well. The day is not far,
where women will regain their past glory and
show their greatness to the world.

3

| 147

(ardde sro088 |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 18, Issue. 9, September 2021
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

A Phonemic inventory of vowels in Thoti

- Dr. N. Susheel Kumar

Abstract :

Thoti is a Dravidian tribe in Telangana,
primarily spread over the districts ofAdilabad,
Karimnagar, Warangal, and Nizamabad. The
majority among them are settled inAdilabad.
Their total population in Telangana is around
4811 and literacy rate is 62.77%according to
2011 Census.Thoti belong to the Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups category and is often
referred to as ‘Birdal’ by other tribal communi-
ties. The meaning of ‘Birdal’ meansreceivers,
denoting their place in the social hierarchy. They
are primarily performers. Poets and versifiers
to be specific.This paper deals with the
phonemic inventory of vowels and analyses its
occurrences in various positions in the language
spoken by Thoti Community.

Key words : Phonemic inventory, Vowel
Sounds in Thoti, Monophthongs and
Diphthongs in Thoti.

Phonemic inventory :

The minimal meaningful unit of a speech

sound is called phoneme. The collection of

speech sounds ofa language forms its phonemic
inventory. The language has a total of thirty
phonemes divided into vowel and consonant
sounds. There are 15 vowel sounds including
11 monophthongs and 4 diphthongs. The
vowels are classified on the basis of the height
oftongue, place ofarticulation and their length
within the vowel chart.

Vowels :

Thoti has fifteen vowel sounds of which
eleven are monophthongs and four are
diphthongs. The monophthongs are /i//e/ /Y//
u//o/ /a/. The monophthongs are classified into
front, central and back vowels based on the
position oftongue during articulation. Thoti has
four front, three central and four back vowels.
Based on the height of the tongue during
articulation, they are divided into high, mid and
low vowels. Thoti has four high, five mid and
two low vowels. The vowel chart of the
language is given below.

Monophthongs

Thoti vowel chart

Front Central
Short Long Short
High | ii:
Mid e e: 2
Low | aa:

Back

Long Short Long

uu.
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/il /al/

It occurs in the word initial, medial and final

positions.
/1/ in the word initial position

Thoti Gloss
igge: here

/1/ in the word medial position

Thoti Gloss

mi“ai sweet

/1/ in the word final position

/u/in the word initial position

Thoti

Gloss

uVce

saliva

/u/ in the word medial position

Thoti

Gloss

mustYk

lid

/u/ in the word medial position

It occurs in initial, medial and final position

Thoti Gloss
Thoti Gloss mustYk lid
buya:ri cave
/ u/ in the word final position
fiz/ Thoti Gloss
I.tloccurs mn word initial, medial and final b e
position
/i:/ in the word initial position CuEs
Thofi Gloss I.t oceurs in the word initial, medial and final
- : posttions.
i:sa i /u:/in the word initial position
/i:/in the word medial position Thoti Gloss
Thoti Gloss ubsY flood
hirY diamond

/1i:/in the word final position

Thoti Gloss

ka:ti: blacksmith

/u:/in the word medial position

Thoti Gloss
bub}u down
/u:/in the word final position
Thoti Gloss

sihub lion
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/el /'Y /in the word medial position
It occurs in the word initial, medial and final Thoti Gloss
PosKions, khYtin hard
/ e/ in the word initial position
- /'Y /in the word final position
Thoti Gloss
Thoti Gloss
erre goat
hirY diamond
/ e/in the word medial position "
o

Thoti

Gloss

nelli

amla

/ e /in the word final position

Thoti

Gloss

make

corm

It occurs in the word initial, medial and final

positions.

/ e:/in the word initial position

Thoti

Gloss

cr

water

/ e:/ in the word medial position

It occurs in the word initial, medial and final

positions.

/ o/ in the word initial position

Thoti

Gloss

orobre

alone

/ o/ in the word medial position

Thoti

Gloss

aonacra

cockroach

/ o/ in the word final position

Thoti Gloss
peb}Yl boy

/ e:/ in the word final position
Thoti Gloss

iaaeD here

/'Y /in the word initial position

Thoti

Gloss

Yrd

half
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Thoti Gloss

aab"o rice (cooked)

lo:/

It occurs in the word initial, medial and final
positions.

/ 0:/in the word initial position

Thoti Gloss

ob}a boat

/ 0:/in the word medial position

Thoti

Gloss

koDrse

coal




BHAVAVEENA

< UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
Vol. 18, Issue. 9, September 2021 / S 2 T
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 8;')3@ @ﬁ‘) underArts and Humanities Category
/ 0:/in the word final position Diphthongs :
Thoti Gloss Diphthongs are vowel sounds which exhibit
tisror third a single noticeable gh_ange in their quality. They
are also called as gliding vowels. There are four
/al diphthongs in Thoti. They are as follows:
It occurs in the word initial, medial and final /ai/
posttions. Thoti Gloss
/ a/ in the word initial position oY tai ke
Thoti Gloss maidabV stool
awwu those -
lei/
/ a/ in the word medial position Thoti Gloss
Thoti Gloss nei dog
ahan’a hour weiloD woman
/ a/ in the word final position i/
Thoti Gloss Thoti Gloss
/a:/ sui needle
It occurs in the word initial, medial and final /au/
positions. -
. L . Thoti Gloss
/ a:/in the word initial position -
naurabl bridegroom
Thoti Gloss
abki leaf
/ a:/in the word medial position
Thoti Gloss
caDpra mat
/ a:/in the word final position
Thoti Gloss
duniyab world
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Phoneme Initial Medial Final

I v v v

1 v v v

e v v v

e v v v

3 v v v

a v v v

. o v v

u v v v

u v v v

o v v v

0 v v v
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