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Temples in the Social Formation of A Settlement - Case Study
- Dr. Sebastian Joseph & - Nisha Ann Jacob

Abstract :

In this paper the role of temples as centre of
redistribution and resource in the making of the
settlement of Kottayam has been traced. Social
economic and cultural history of the temples
determined the relations of production. The
paper made an enquiry into the role of temple
as centre of redistribution and resources in the
social transformation ofa settlement. The multi-
dimensional perspectives of temples, land
holding rights and the management ofagriculture
shows the mode of production. Majority ofthe
land were owned by the Brahmins and
templesas is consolidated from settlement
records. Specialised working classes mobilised
and redistributed resources. Exchange centres
promoted trade. Increase in the number of
angadis showed the surplus in production.
Temple centred economy did contribute to the
making of Kottayam. The transition from
agricultural mode of production to feudal mode
of production can be traced. The trade and
the exchange has not been dealt in
detail. Temples and Kavu played an important
role in the making ofthe settlement of Kottayam.

City morphology in Asian countries is
believed to have been influenced by its
ceremonial character, the centre being marked
by a monumental building, either religious or
political. Religion does not mean the mere
existence of beliefs in the other world or cult
practices. It is that point of development in
which a formalised system and practice plays

an important part in the process of transfor-
mation of landscape. Through institutional
means, it enables a certain politico- religious
elite to command priority and exercise authority.
Temple acts as an institutional focus. Temple was
invariably a royal project, both for legitimation
of political authority and as an institution of
integration, mobilisation, and redistribution of
resources. The pattern of social dominances
reflected in the architectural components of the
temple complex, establish it as a centre of
politico- cultural regions. The growth of angadis
and the transport of goods across various
production regions was an inevitable acco-
mpaniment of the nature of production. The
growth of temples further developed this
process as the temples were major consumers
not only of local products but goods brought
through overseas trade networks. The
development of temples in various production
centres, not only helped in the redistribution of
commodities, but also provided vital linkages
in the relationship of the production centres with
the trade process.

Brahmins flowed to Kerala after AD 438
which led to a process of Brahminization. Their
social formation was hierarchical in nature with
caste laws for governing different communities
in a hierarchical order. In the caste society
Brahmins were at the top and all others are at a
lower social order. In Brahminization their
hierarchical nature was imposed on Kerala
society. Local chieftains were promoted to
Kshtriya status by the Brahmin priests. Syrian
Christians and Muslims played the role of
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traders. So they were in the status of Vaishyas.

So Brahmins possessed the Symbolic capital
The caste social space created the space of
Brahminisation. The dispositions it allowed to

communities created a rigid society restricting
interactions. The Syrian Christians were by
occupation with the status of Vaishyas were not
integrated into the caste society. More over the
ritual status provided by religious practices and
social privileges granted to the by rulers help
them to retain their distinct position in the
evolving space. When Muslims excelled in trade
Christians turned to agriculture. Their practices
strengthened the patriarchal structure of the
community. The agricultural land came under
the ownership of temples and Brahmins.

Christians continued trade. Women nurtured
children and managed household activities. In
the social space of the caste society role of
women was in child care and management of
domestic activities

Kings built temples at selected places in
accordance with the existing traditions for which
myths and testification of the local religious
leaders, opinions of astrologers and when idols
of deities were found in a locality, which was
considered a divine sign, were taken into
account. Temples were believed to be the
residences of the Gods. Later temples became
larger and God was the focus of worship.
People began to offer grain, oil, jaggery to
temples as god was the theoretical owner of all
resources. Inthe Kerala Charithram, it is stated
that the temples were the most important centre
of'collection of resources. Oil, rice, and jaggery
used in temples were supplied mostly by
Christians. The festival of Thirunakkara
Mahadeva temple begins by lighting the lamp

of the temple from the flames of the lamp in
Kurishupalli. The main fuel for lighting the lamp
of'the temple is oil. Therefore, oil has given great
importance. Vaniyans supplied oil. Darkness
which represents the evil, can be removed by
light and continued as the custom and belief
from the middle ages. Even today lighting the
lamp by using oil and ghee is an important
offertory ofthe worshipping places. Again, oil
is employed in the preparation of feast for the
Brahmins in various temples and for making
different types of pudding for feasts. It is also
used in the preparation for providing the
worshippers with the blessing of the deity in
the form of different sweet dishes. The
descendants of the Vaniyans who were invited
by the Thekkumkur Rajas still live in
Thazhathangady area of Kottayam.Temples
maintain a number of Brahmin and non-Brahmin
populations for various offerings and to sustain
occupational groups for its service. The surplus
produced fromthe temple lands and the incomes
generated from various offerings were
redistributed among the temple functionaries as
the reward of their services. Viruti or Jivitam
can be seen as examples of this sort of reward
for the services thus rendered.

Thekkumkur Rajas built many temples and
patronised many temple arts. Temples built by
them were Manikantapuram Srikrishna Swami
Temple at Vakathanam, Thirunakkara Maha-
deva Temple, Bhagavathy temple Puzhavathu,
PuthiyaThrikkovil temple [Thirunakkara
vadakkenada], Cheruvallikavu [ Thirunakkara
Vadakkenada], AmbalaKadavu, Karappuzha,
Eruthikkal Temple, Cheruvallikavu , Olessa,
Vettakkorumakan, Poovangulangaradevi
Bhagavathitemple, Kiliroor, Ganapathi Temple
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Vazhapalli, Dharma Sastha temple Pakkil,
Maha deva Temple Parippu, Siva Temple at
Mariyapalli. They undertook renovations of
temples of Taliyil Temple, Pallippurathu Kavu
& Thidanadu. Financial assistance was given
to MahaGanapathy Temple of Kanjirapally,
Madura Meenakhi Temple [Kanjirapalli ].
Financial assistance was also given for the
construction of Thrikkaikkattu Thrikkovil
Kummanam, Maha deva Temple at Amayannur,
Ithithanam Ilangavu Thambalakadu temple,
Devi Temple of Manarcadu, Parappadam Devi
Temple etc.

The Namboothiris are considered the
original Aryans in Kerala. In the opinion of
Logan, they reached Kerala in the beginning of
8 century AD. By the 9th century, their power
and influence became evident. Their influence
was felt most in religion and religion was the
epic centre of all other activities. The part played
by the temples in the cultural life of Kerala
cannot be undermined because they were the
centres of learning and art. The Brahmin
community because of their lofty position
became influential in the royal courts. They
contributed substantially in the development of
Sanskrit literature, philosophy, Mathematics and
Ayurveda. The part played by them in the
development of Malayalam language, and, their
impact on the social and cultural transformation
was profound. Calm, quiet in nature, and
endowed with sharp intelligence they could
easily win over the local population to establish
their exalted position.

The Thaliyil Siva Temple was for the royal
family. Side by side with remnants of old
palaces and forts ofthe Rajas of Thekkumkur
at Thazhathangady on the western outskirts of

Kottayam is seen the ancient Kottayam Thali.
With the establishment of Thali this place was
called Thaliyanadapuram. Thali hill was the
centre of old Kottayam. It stands as a symbol
ofhistory of Naduvazhi administartion. By the
5& 6 century, Namboothiris who reached here
influenced the Naduvazhis by their intellect and
established 32 Gramams all across Kerala and
established their authority over the land. By the
3 &4 century AD they were successful in
creating a caste based society and become an
important power and authority .During the
Second Chera Empire [9-12 century] the kings
were coronated with the title Cheraman Perumal
or Kulasekhara koil Adhikarikal once in twelve
years at Mahodayapuram [ Kodungallur].
Perumals were selected by Brahmins of Mel
Thali, Kizh Thali, Chingapurathu Thali and
NediyaThali called Thaliyarmar. The chief was
called Thaliyathiri. They anointed Perumal to
control the 18 Desaoms. When some are
distracted from their perspectives the Brahmins
began to rethink of anointing Perumals.
Thalisthanams were established in the centre
ofnative states. They removed the last Perumal
from power in AD 1103. General meeting of
Thali is temple but the historical feature is
Brahmin superiority and power. Thaliyarmar
mediated disputes and Naduvazhis ruled
according to their recommendations. Thali
Temple was one of the eighteen and a half Thali
shrines of Kerala. .Thali was established at
Kaduthuruthy of Vembalanad and Kottayam of
Munjunad . Thaliyarmar of Kumaranalloor
managed the Kottayam Thali. Munjunad Raja
Adichenkotha was given administrative
guidance by Thalyathiri Azhvancherry
Thambrackkal of Kottayam Thali. Thaliyathiris
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belonged to 8 Namboothiri families . Siva
Temple was an important part of Thali. All
decisions were taken in the temple premises.

The Thalikotta Mahadeva Temple near
Uppoottikavala at Thazhatahngadi was an
important place of worship of the Thekkumkur
kingdom and is one among the 18 and a half
Thali shrines in Kerala. The temple at Thaliyil
Kotta was known as Thali. Thali denotes the
Siva Temple. The word Thali denotes temple
Sanketam. Earlier the Tali was used to denote
temples carved in stone or built with granite.
Later the word denote a place name. The Thalis
of Kerala are referred in Eravikothans
Chepped. They are situated near the water
bodies. It denote the river water culture and
all were Siva temples. The Gauna river
[Meenachil river] flows by the foot of the Thali
hill is directed to western side. Within the
precints of the temple is the Cheruvallikavu
enshrining the family diety of Thekkumkur
Rajas. The SreeKovil is full of paintings. It has
the picture of'a camel. There is a place where
Koothu art form is performed and a musical
drum Mizhavu donated by Raja Kerararu Goda
varman Manikandan [1650-1674] In the
mizhavu of the temple was written Keralar
Kothavarmer in Vattezhuthu script which is
believed to the name of'a Thekkumkur Raja.
Ganapathi was sitting in one seat and
Subramaniyan and sasthavu were seen seated
in another one is seen. The idol of Bhadrakali
is also seen here. The karanma santhi was given
to Kummanam Thuyyathu [llam. During the time
ofthe Ramayyan Dalawa, the Taliyil temple was
opened for the worship of common man. The
1750 war killed many people. According to
Hindu tradition this was a sin. To cherish the

memory of those who were killed in battle,
twelve Brahmins were served food. This event
is known as Namaskar. When the Devaswom
Board appeared and during the Namboothiri-
pad administration all these rites were
suspended. The outskirts of the Thali temple
called Taliyanandapuram formed the then
Kottayam.

In the tenth century a Gada Saraswatha
temple was built at Thazhathaangady. TheirSree
Venkatachalapathy Tirumala Temple,
Thazhathangady, Kottayam was established in
1841 AD. The location is near the Taliyil kotta
Siva temple.Kottayam is one of the Ashta
gramas and the temple is managed by the
Alappuzha Anathanarayanapuram Thuravoor
Tirumala Devaswom (AATTD). The main deity
is Sree Venkatachalapathy with Lakshmi devi
on the left and Bhoomi devi on the right. The
vigraha or idol made of Panchaloha also bears
a sword. The temple and prathishta are facing
East. Outside the Srikovil there are pratishtas
of Ganapathi and Garuda inside Nalambalam.
Outside the Nalambalam, at west side there are
pratishtas of Nagayakshi and Nagaraja. At the
north east corner of the temple premises, the
statue ofthe Poojari who brought the Venkata-
chalapathy idol to Kottayam is installed. There
is a small Anapandal in the temple. A part of
the agrasala on the north side is converted to a
smal hall-cum-auditorium. The temple is located
on a sloppy terrain and the main Gopuram
entrance is about 6 feet below the road level
with steps leading to the gopuram. However,
the west gate is above the road level with steps
upwards.The Venkatachalapathy idol was
brought to Kottayam by a Poojari who
migrated from Varapuzha. At his request the
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Kottayam Thampuran (Raja) gave free land and
aid for construction of the temple. The temple
was established in 1841 AD.

Thekkumkur Rajas built the Thirunakkara
Mahadevar temple at Nakkara Kunnu
[Nakkara hill present Kottayam] Nakkara in
due course became Thirunakkara or blessed
Nakkara The then temple maidan had a deep
hole onthe same ground level with the Puthiya
Thrikkovil Sree Krishna temple. The remnants
ofthe Thaliyil fort were used for the construction
of'the temple maidan. Date of construction of
Thirunakkara temple is unknown. K S Neela-
kantanunni says that both Taliyilkotta temple and
Tirunakkara temple were consecrated by
Parasurama. Both are Siva Temples. One
Tekkumkur Raja had intense devotion to the
deity in Trissur Vadakkumnatha Temple. He
went there every month and used waterways
and palanquin to reach there. When he got
older, he found it very difficult to go this long
way and he prayed to God to find a way. God
appeared to him in dreams and assured his
presence in Nakkarakunnu. He wanted him to
build a temple there. The site ofthe temple at
that time was full of trees, plants, and wild
animals. Residential places were at Karappuzha
and Veloor areas. These areas were used for
stationing the elephants of Tekkumkur Rajas.
The south western part is full of deep trenches.
Since the elephants were stationed here, the
place is called Aanakkara. The Nakkarakunnu
is the abridged form of Aanakkara in the opinion
of Edamaruku. The Swamiyar[ High Priest of
the temple ] in the present Swamiyar Madom
had done some cultivation in the nakkarakunnu.
He conducted a feast and for that, he wanted
his servants to get the vegetables from this place.

They went and when they struck with the spade
at the root of Amorphophallus, they saw a stone
bleeding and they intimated the Swamiyar. He
understood that it was a Shiva Linga and they
conducted the rituals at the place. Then
Thekkumkur Raja was intimated and he was
happy. He built the biggest and the most
magnificent temple at Nakkarakunnu. The stone
linga in front of the temple at Cottayam is said
to be a slave, turned into a stone for too near
approach.

For the expenses of the temple lands were
given. In the book Mahakshetrangalkku Munpil
written by Nalankal Krishna Pillai recorded
the comment ofa Raja of Cochin who was an
expert in temple architecture. Temple has all
the features of'a Mahatemple as specified in
temple architecture especially the four main
gateways, roads from four sides, position of
small temples. height of Balikallu and flag post
and the measurement of SriKovil. It has
Koothambalam, [A hall specially built for the
performance of ChakkiyarrKuthu in temples]
Aanakottil, four Gopurams, Vilakkumadam,
Oottupura, smaller temples, Mandapam
[platform] copper coated , and Sri kovil
[Sanctum sanctorum ofthe temple]. Main priest
or melsanthi was Pereparamban Namboothiri,
a close associate ofraja. Tharananalloor was
the Thantri. Daily administration was under
Chengazhasseri and Punnasseri Moosathu. The
Chengazhasseri and Punnasseri moosathu who
witnessed the siva linga were given special rights
in temple affairs. The Palakodan and Nedu-
mangadan the servants of Swamiyar madom
whose families got the right to harvest. The
Karanma right was given to Punnasseri Moosa-
thu. As per the data available in settlement
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Kottayam Thampuran (Raja) gave free land and
aid for construction of the temple. The temple
was established in 1841 AD.

Thekkumkur Rajas built the Thirunakkara
Mahadevar temple at Nakkara Kunnu
[Nakkara hill present Kottayam] Nakkara in
due course became Thirunakkara or blessed
Nakkara The then temple maidan had a deep
hole onthe same ground level with the Puthiya
Thrikkovil Sree Krishna temple. The remnants
ofthe Thaliyil fort were used for the construction
of'the temple maidan. Date of construction of
Thirunakkara temple is unknown. K S Neela-
kantanunni says that both Taliyilkotta temple and
Tirunakkara temple were consecrated by
Parasurama. Both are Siva Temples. One
Tekkumkur Raja had intense devotion to the
deity in Trissur Vadakkumnatha Temple. He
went there every month and used waterways
and palanquin to reach there. When he got
older, he found it very difficult to go this long
way and he prayed to God to find a way. God
appeared to him in dreams and assured his
presence in Nakkarakunnu. He wanted him to
build a temple there. The site ofthe temple at
that time was full of trees, plants, and wild
animals. Residential places were at Karappuzha
and Veloor areas. These areas were used for
stationing the elephants of Tekkumkur Rajas.
The south western part is full of deep trenches.
Since the elephants were stationed here, the
place is called Aanakkara. The Nakkarakunnu
is the abridged form of Aanakkara in the opinion
of Edamaruku. The Swamiyar[ High Priest of
the temple ] in the present Swamiyar Madom
had done some cultivation in the nakkarakunnu.
He conducted a feast and for that, he wanted
his servants to get the vegetables from this place.

They went and when they struck with the spade
at the root of Amorphophallus, they saw a stone
bleeding and they intimated the Swamiyar. He
understood that it was a Shiva Linga and they
conducted the rituals at the place. Then
Thekkumkur Raja was intimated and he was
happy. He built the biggest and the most
magnificent temple at Nakkarakunnu. The stone
linga in front of the temple at Cottayam is said
to be a slave, turned into a stone for too near
approach.

For the expenses of the temple lands were
given. In the book Mahakshetrangalkku Munpil
written by Nalankal Krishna Pillai recorded
the comment ofa Raja of Cochin who was an
expert in temple architecture. Temple has all
the features of'a Mahatemple as specified in
temple architecture especially the four main
gateways, roads from four sides, position of
small temples. height of Balikallu and flag post
and the measurement of SriKovil. It has
Koothambalam, [A hall specially built for the
performance of ChakkiyarrKuthu in temples]
Aanakottil, four Gopurams, Vilakkumadam,
Oottupura, smaller temples, Mandapam
[platform] copper coated , and Sri kovil
[Sanctum sanctorum ofthe temple]. Main priest
or melsanthi was Pereparamban Namboothiri,
a close associate ofraja. Tharananalloor was
the Thantri. Daily administration was under
Chengazhasseri and Punnasseri Moosathu. The
Chengazhasseri and Punnasseri moosathu who
witnessed the siva linga were given special rights
in temple affairs. The Palakodan and Nedu-
mangadan the servants of Swamiyar madom
whose families got the right to harvest. The
Karanma right was given to Punnasseri Moosa-
thu. As per the data available in settlement
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Tirunakkara temple well. In it, aarattu of the
God Shiva and the PuthiyaThrikkovil Maha
Vishnu happens. The Aarattu of god Sri Krishna
was at the big well of the Thirunakkara temple.
During Thirunakkara Pooram, the aarattu ofthe
god was at Ambalakadavu Devi temple. The
tradition of Thirunakkara Kallu states that a
pulaya man and woman tried to kill and eat the
bull of the temple. They were cursed by God
and they turned into a kallu — stone which still
stands in the road in front of temple. In 2007
like the Trissur pooram , Pakalpooram was
conducted here from 4pm to 7pmreveals the
relation between Tirunakkara temple and Trissur
Vadakkumnatha temple. 22 to 26 elephants
participated

PuthiyaThrikkovil Temple is a Sree Krishna
temple to the north of Thirunakkara temple. One
of'the Thekkumkur Raja who was not on good
terms with the Raja of Ambalapuzha found it
difficult to reach Ambalapuzha to worship
Krishna. He therefore constructed this temple.
After the Thekkumkur Dynasty, Velliyodu Potti
of Kodimatha and Kuttamasseri Namboothiri
claimed the ownership ofthe temple. Still later,
this temple was handed over to the Devaswom
authorities. The land given to this temple by the
Raja is the Mayilpadom. The Cheruvalli Kavu
was seen both at Olessa and at Thirunakkara
near Brahmana Samuha Madom.The Cheruvalli
Bhagavathy or Goddess was the main deity of
Thekkumkur Rajas. The Thekkumkur Rajas
possessed right of supremacy over the Olesha
temple.

Pallippurathu Kavu is situated on the side
of MC Road in Kodimatha. Main deity is
Bhadrakali. The Kumbhakudam festival on
Pathamudayam is famous. Vayaskara Moose

is the patron. Being the family goddess of
Kottarathil Sankunni, administration ofthe Kavu
is in the hands of Kottarathil Unnis. A story is
described in the Eithihyamala of Kottarathil
Sankunni about this temple. Theeyattunni,

ancestor of Kottarathil Sankunni brought a
sword to Kodimatha and did worship services
at the Devaswom Building at kodimatha. He
built a SreeKovil at the present site and
consecrated it for the Goddess there. A mad
sculptor who was healed by the blessings of
Goddess, built the idol of Bhadrakali within 41

days. It still stands there. Main offertory is Natel
Thiyyattu. The devotees do this for healing
diseases, removing poverty and enemies, getting
good children and the like. The Kudumbhaka
Mahotsava and Garudan Thukkam were also
famous. Panachikkadu temple famous as
Dakshina Mookambika of South India is
Known as Saraswathy temple. The main deity
is Mahavishnu. The custom of the devotee here
is to worship Vishnu first before Goddess
Saraswathy. Ganapathi, Shiva, Sasthavu and
Yakshi were sub-deities. There is no temple
structure for Saraswathy. On the southern side
of'the Vishnu shrine a small pond cut through
granite exists. The pond is waterful throughout
the year. The idol of Saraswathi Devi, is beneath
the pond. A creeper in the pond serves as a
structure for Devi. The creeper with ample
leaves in static growth rate —neither increases
nor decreases the size —serves as structure from
the time the Devi was worshipped centuries
ago. The creeper has never flowered and never
fruited —a subject worth ofresearch by botany
scientists.

Keralapuram temple is situated behind the
Thirunakkara Devaswom office. This Sree
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Krishna temple belonged to Naduvile Madom
Swamiyar. It has Copper plated SriKovil. Later
he gave this to Keralapuram Warriyam. The
Pazhyidathu site south of Kodimatha
Pallipurathu kavu situated one ofthe palaces
of Thekkumkur Raja. the deity of Sasthavu was
consecrated at Kodimatha and it became fa-
mous as Sastham kunnu. The Sastha temple at
Kodimatha of the Vayaskara Illamis now un-
der the supervision of Ayyappa Seva Sangham.
The Pallipurathu kavu was built with the help
of the Thekkumkur Raja. Kodupunna Illam
conduct worship here. The palace physician
Vayaskara moose also helped in the construc-
tion ofthe temple and he donated a purayidom
to the temple. This is recorded in the
Granthavari. During Pathamudayam the
Kumbakudam festival was conducted here. The
Vaniyar community members performed the
music of Villadichampattu.

The Parappadam Devitemple at Veloor was
a great example of the religious toleration from
the rule ofkings. For the temple festival the right
to give rope and pulley for the flag post was
offered by the Christian family Punnathra. The
folding of'the flag of the festival and the vedi
vazhipadu right was given to the elder member
of'the Muslim family Vazhakkoottam. So they
were given permission to enter the temple
premises from early times. The temple
construction was done by the permission of
Rajas and guidance of Munjanattu Panickker.
The idol was preserved by Mammali of
Vazhakkoottam family under the direction of
the king. Thus the family got special rights. For
this there was a condition that rice and payasom
should be given to the family from Devswom.

The deities were Ganapathi, Siva, Sasthavu,
Kshetrapalan and Snake godessees.

Kummanam SriKrishna Swamy Temple was
also built by Thekkumkur Rajas. The two
families who reached Kummanam as refugees
of the Thekkumkur Rajas were Karuveli
Namboothiri and Pattathil Nair. Due to the
enmity of the locals they left the place and went
to the Thekkumkur Raja. Even though their
move was resisted by the locals, Pattathil
Panikker defeated all and reached Taliyil palace
with their deity Bala Gopala. King built
residences for them at Kummanam and made
arrangements for the dedication of the deity.
Pattathil Panikker was given the post of
Senanayakan in the army. This is the history of
the Kummanam Sri Krishna Swami Temple.
The chiefs who resided at Chengalam were who
got trained in Kalari were Aanekkattu Pillai,
Elappallil Pillai, Karuvallil Nair, Kuttamasseri
Namboothiri, Maranur Panikker, Thekkedathu
kovilakom.

Sree Saraswathi temple famous as Dha-
kshina Mookambi at Panachikkadu has the
deity Goddess Sarawathi, is an important
temple of South India. Its history started in AD
14 century. The KJeezhuppuram Nampoothiri
adoptd a male child from Karnattu family as
per the revalation the main deity was covered
by the Brahmi plantchildren used to have their
initiation for studies here till now. A freshwater
source from the feet of Lord Vishnu end in the
well where the main deity was consecrated.
Kaimukku, Keezhuppuram and Karunatt [llams
were closely associated with this temple.
Navarathri festival and the dance festival of the
temple were famous. Maharaja Karthika
Turunal Ramavarma visited the temple and

(adde sro088 |

| 129



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 18, Issue. 7, July 2021 /
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 P~

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

offered ornaments for the deity and special
offerings too. Sree Devi temple of Kumarana-
lloor has the main deity Mathura Meenakshi.
The temple is related to Trissur temple, Zamorin
of Kozhikode. The ornament of Goddess
include a necklace named Tipu Sultan offered
by the Zamorin. The place was governed by
nine Nampoothiri family and one member from
the Chempakasseri [todays Ambalappuzha]
Raja under the name DevanNar. The Mandapa
has a lamp bearing the name Devan Narayanan
has been there. Kunjan Nambiar used to visit
the temple, Swathi Tirunal Maharaja and
Uthram Thirunal who donated the golden
Thazhikakudam, In 1849 copper coated Flag
post was established and in 1914 golden flag
post by the Travancore royal family. In 1937
the temple was open to all Hindus as per the
Temple Entry Proclamation. Gandhiji’s visit in
1937 and Maharaja sree Chithira Tirunal in
1939. Large well, wooden structure of
palace,eastern Gopuram, eight lines of the
Sanskrit poem written by Kerala varma
Valiyakoi Thampuran, balikallu stone works of
the Namaskara Mandapam wood works of
animals, Gods, Goddesses, sculptures on walls
depicting Gods and Goddesses, stone edict
describing the punishments to Brahmins and
Sudras were its features.

Temple culture is deeply complex. The signs
and symbols had an important place. The
worship of a super natural power, nature’s
power, stone statues to metal statues of Gods
and Goddesses were the practices followed.
With urbanization people began to make Gods
and Goddesses in their own likeness. The
temple is the residence of God. God is not an
omnipotent power but consider as a power who

can understand human nature, emotions and
aspirations. He appear as a source of blessing.
Temples were the origin of Bhakti based on
the belief that God reside in the temple. In the
opinion of Kanchi Paramaacharyan when a
person make temple visit a habit and believe
that God reside in temple , he will soon develop
real bhakti and see God and later he will
understand the universal character of God. The
worship and the rituals make the place holy and
will help the humans to surrender to God. After
all these years temples stood as the symbol of
ancient spiritual culture. The mantras and the
chanting were based on Vedic culture. A
devotee can approach God by Yoga- Yajna-
Karma- BhaktiJhana marga.

At first temples were not only centres of
worship but also the centre of education,
culture, information, seminars, speech, art
work, sculpture native art, dance, and drama.
The food served in the outside verandhas were
called Seevllippura. Balikallu consolidates all
divine creations who guard this universe. Flag
post is the sign of mond. Mugha mandapam is
the brain Sreekovil is the heart, the paths that
surround the main God and Goddesses is the
face gopuram is feet of God. A persons life’s
events were very much related to God and
happens by the blessings of God is the
importance of rituals and poojas that happen in
the temple.

Settlement register shows the role and
importance of temples in modernisation.
Brahmins and temple establish superior land
holding rights over the cultivating settlements
over the tillers. Considerable extent of lands
was cultivated under the institutional control of
temples. This led to socio — economic
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transformation. Settlement Register explains the
multi-crop production pattern in Kottayam.
Cultivation in the alluvial wet land [Nilam, Vayal]
laterite garden lands [parambu] and house sites
[Purayidom] existed. Paddy was the main
crop. It was cultivated in the fertile tracts of
river valleys and low-lying region. Almost entire
accessible wet lands were brought under food
or grain cultivation. Along with the land holding
rights over the Brahmaswam, Devaswam and
Cherikkal lands rights like Janmam, Verumpa-
ttam, Kanam, & Kuzhikkanam also existed.
Janmam appears in Granthavaris. This is a
hereditary titular right over the production units-
the process of production and distribution.
Verumpattam or simple leases were the most
widespread form of land holding. Kanam is the
controlling right obtained through mortgage.
Janmam & Kanam became the dominant form
of landholding rights. Holder is Janmi. The
Janmis include the temples, Brahmin members
of the ruling family received land grant with
absolute holding rights [attipper] along with
libation of water [Neerattipper/ Neer
Attikkodutha]. This was later transformed into
hereditary land ownership right. Kuzhikkanam
is a land holding right over garden land.

The land was mainly held by Brahmins,
temples, and, higher caste non-Brahmins. The
growths of various officials associated with
accounting were Kanakku, Menon & Karya-
kkar. The martial groups associated with
Brahmins and ruling chiefs like Nayars,
Kuruppu, Nambiar etc. also held Janmam or
Kanam land. Some Ezhavas, traditionally the
toddy tappers were also lease holders [ Pattam]
in wet land. However, the social position of
Ezhavas did not improve with the rise in

economic power. Not all Nairs and Ezhavas
were landholders. Sections of Nayars and
Ezhavas fell into the producing classes and
formed a sizeable section of the Kutiyan [tenant]
who had no right over the land but only control
over the production process. They were obliged
to provide a share of produce known as
melvaram, melodi, pattam etc to the landlord.
Artisans and similar occupational groups
enjoyed higher socio-economic status than
Adiyar. The service of carpenters, masons and
goldsmiths and other metalworkers were used
by temples and ruling families. Christians and
Muslim communities continued mainly as traders
and gradually began to involve in cultivation.
These communities were becoming land
holders. Muslims and Christians hold cash crop
land. The monopoly on trade especially pepper,
salt, tobacco made the economy of Travancore
stable. Pandaravaka means state land. Though
God was the focus of worship, temples were
no longer mere centres of worship. Temples
owned vast areas of agricultural fields. In course
of time, temples became great organizers of
production.

There are thirty-five important padoms or
fields in the village of Kottayam and they lie
close to rivers. The soil in certain places is black
clay and in some places mixture of black and
red clay. Crops were raised in these padoms in
Kanny, Kumbom and Medom. These padoms
were fed by the water in rivers and thodus(small
canals) and by rain water. For Kanni and
Kumbom crops, the excess of water, if any; is
pumped out by water lifting wheels. Manure is
not generally used. There was the possibility of
river sediments being deposited every rainy
season. Certain padoms of fields were culti-
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vated once in two years. The water in the
adjoining rivers on the west, south and east and
the thodus near fields were used for cultivation.
In summer season salt water from the
backwater got into these rivers and thodus and
so, want of water was felt for medom crop. To
avoid this, fresh water was kept collected
beforehand fromthe rivers and thodus. The total
area of Kottayam village is three thousand one
hundred and nine acres and thirty -seven cents
which is about five square miles. The poram-

boke lands cover an area of one hundred and
eighty one acres twenty cents forming nearly
six percent of the total area. The cultivated
portion is two thousand nine hundred and
twenty eight acres seventeen cents and forms
ninety four percent of the total area. Of this,
wetland cultivation is in one thousand six
hundred and fourty one acre and fifty cents and
garden land extent is one thousand two
hundred and eighty six acres and sixty seven
cents.

No. Type of land Area
1 | Pandara vaka pattam 519 acre 52 cents
2 | Pandara vaka otti 219 acre 92 cents
3 | Pandara vaka anubhogam 38 acre 27 cents
4 | Pandara vaka kuti janmam 35 acre 35 cents
5 | Pandara vaka karanma thettam Total 30 acre 8 cents834 acre 14 cents

pandara vaka
Sirkar Tirunakkara Devaswom pattom
Tirunakkara Devaswom otti

Parappadathu Devaswom pattom

O 00 3 N

Parappadathu devaswom Otti
10 | Taliyil Devaswom pattom

11 | Taliyil devaswom Otti

12 | Kunnummel Devaswom pattom
13 | ThidanattuDevaswom pattom
14 | Thidanattu Devaswom Otti

15 | Vaikom Devaswom pattom

16 | Ettumanoor Devaswom pattom
17 | Ettumanur Devaswom Otti

18 | Vadavathoor Devaswom pattomTotal
Sirkar Devaswom

113 acre 60 cents
188 acre 40 cents
44 acre 44 cents
91 acre 25 cents
26 acres 87 cents
53 acres 14 cents
3 acres 18 cents
13 acre 41cents
61 acre 41cents

2 acre 32cents

6 acre 77cents

63 acre 5 cents

79 cents483 acres 72 cents
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19 | Ooranma Devaswom vaka Vennimala 10 acre 71 cents
Devaswom Thettam

20 | Eruthickkal Devaswom Thettam 24 acres 41 cents

21 | Puthiya Thrikkovil Devaswom Thettam 38 acres 39 cents

22 | Karappuzha Sasthavu vaka thettam 1 acre 47 cents

23 | Puliveli devaswom thettam 6 acre 94 cents

24 | Tiruvatta Devaswom vaka thettam 6 acre 84 cents

25 | Palliprathu kavil bhagavathi thettam 2acres 59 cents

26 | Ambala kavu Bhagavathi vaka thettam 5 acres 93

27 | Kerala purathu Devaswom vaka thettam 2 acres 67

28 | Vettikkattu devaswom thettam 4 acres 5

29 | Kidangur devaswom thettam 10 acres 12

30 [ Manganathu devar kunnathu 62 cents
devaswwom thettam

31 [ Kumaranellur devaswom vaka thettam 15 acres 63

32 | Puthiya thrikkovil devaswom poriyilchakkiar 1 acre 15cents
kuthu viruthi thettam
Total area Uranma devaswom 131 acre 32 cents

33 | Brahmaswom vaka tharananalloor 6 acre 67 cents
namboori vaka thettam

34 | Maruthamangalathu bhattathiri vaka thettam 50 cents

35 | Kongorppalli namboori vaka thettam 33 cent

36 | Kongorppallinamboori vaka anubhogam 129 cents

37 | Kaladi Bhattathiri vaka thettam 10 acre 50 cent

38 | Nanthiattu namboothiri vaka thettam 90 cents

39 | Mangattu bhattathiri vaka thettam 3 acre 57 cents

40 | Mangattu namboori vaka thettam 5 avere 23 cents

41 | Thalavanattu bhattathiri vaka thettam 5 acre 53 cents

42 | Vettikkattu namboori vaka thettam 1 acre 23 cents

43 | Vanjippuzha vaka thettam 5 acre 90 cent

44 | Koprathu namboori vaka thettam 17 cent

(adde sro088 |

| 133



BHAVAVEENA

< UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
1SS No. - 2456-4702. - RNINo, APTELIZ003/12253 AL Ded undervts and HumantesCategory
No. Type of land Area
45 | Kariveli namboori vaka thettam 2 acre 32 cents
46 | Kalassavallinamboori vaka thettam 3 acre 61 cents
47 | Chemmanganattu bhattathiri vaka thettam 35 cents
48 | Peringara namboori vaka thettam 33 cents
49 | Pazhoor namboorivaka thettam 4 acre 58 cents
50 | Punnasseri muthathu vaka thettam 13 acre 8 cent
51 | Chengazhasseri muthathu vaka thettam 11 acre 20 cent
52 | Pandara vaka cheria parisha Chackiyarkku 48 cents
kuthu viruthi thettam
53 | Cheruvalli unni vaka thettam 1 acre 24 cents
54 | Villuvattathu nambiaru vaka thettam S acre 25 cents
55 | Pandara vaka kuti janma maka willuwattathu 1 acre 75 cents
nambiaru vaka thettam
56 | Sarkar thirunakkara devaswom vaka Pothiyil | 2 acre 60 cents
Chakyar kuthu viruthi thettam
57 | Sarkar thidanattu davaswom vaka Pothiyil 6 acre 35 cent
Chakyar kuthu viruthi thettam
58 | Sirkar Tirunakkara Devaswom vaka Cheria 3 acre 20 cent
parisha chakyarkku kuthu viruthi thettam
Total brahmaswom land 97 acre 35 cent
59 | Pallathu nelppura vaka kuthaka krishi 54 acre 60 cents
60 | Eruthickkal Ooranma devaswom thanathu Sacre 77 cent
61 | Elamkavu devaswom thanathu 2 acre 45 cent
62 | Karapuzha sasthavu vaka thanathu 2 acre 77 cent
63 | Puthiya thrikkovil Devaswom thanathu 20 cents
64 [ Ambalakavu devaswom thanathu 10 acre 45 cent
Total ooranma devaswom 21 acre 65 cent
65 | Brahmaswom Vayaskara vaka thanathu 17 acre 70 cents
66 | Kalady Bhattathirivaka thanathu 1 acre 2 cent

Rent free land

40 acre 37 cents
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Total area comprising of nilam, purayidom
and poromboke is 3109 acre 37 cents. The
wet lands have been classified into thirteen
classes and garden lands into four classes. The
wet land rates were calculated at so many folds
per parah of seed. In applying these rates to
the wet lands, a deduction of ten percent of the
assessment was made to make up the
uncultivable areas measured with the fields. Of
the total [net demand] for each land one fourth
is fixed to be payable in paddy at the commu-
tation rate of eleven chuckrams per parah and
the other three fourth in money at a commutation
rate of six chuckrams per parah. One parah of
land is equivalent to fourteen cents. For each
land’s total tax, an amount of 253 parah one
edangahie paddy, for the rest of one fourth of
land two and three fourth rupees and, for the
balance land, one and a halfrupees should be
meant for the expense of worship orders of
Thirunakkara temple. The rates for dry lands
were fixed and paid in money only. Trees
include coconut trees, Areca and jack fruit. The
total net demand comes to sixty -six per cent
ofthe assessment of wet lands and 79 percent
of'the assessment for garden lands. The total
net demand for wet lands as per settlement is
18,923 parahs 3 edangahies of paddy and 2019
fanams 2 chs.3 cash which at the commutation
rate comes to 36,569 fanams 0 chuckram 15
cash or 5,132 Bh. Rs.8 annas 9 pies. The total
net demand on garden lands comes to 27,326
fanams 3 chuckrams 4 cash or 3835 B. Rs.and
5 annas 6 pies. Thus, the total demand for the
pakuthi or village comes to 8,967 Bh Rs. 13
annas 11 pies.

The total wet land [nilam/ fields] area is
1641 acre 50 cents. In wet lands, the

Pandaravagai area is 834 acres and 14 cents.
Sirkar Devaswamvagai is 481 acre and 72
cents. Ooranma Devaswom vagai is 131 acre
and 32 cents. Brahmaswom vagai wet lands
comes to 97 acre 35 cents. Kandukrishi area
was 54 acres. Rent-free land is 40 acre 37cents.
The total garden land area is 1286 acre and 67
cents. The extent of the garden land of Pandara
vagaiis 953 acrel0 cents. Sirkar Devaswom
vagai land area is 194 acre and seven cents.
Ooranma Devaswom vagai was 66 acre and
79 cents. Brahmaswom vagai land area was
26 acres 90 cents. Kandukrishi area was 21
cents and rent-free land is 45 acres 60 cents.
There were no lands set apart for cattle grazing.
They were generally grazed on Pattah and
Government Poromboke lands. Total area of
purayidom was 1286 acres 67 cents. Total
Poromboke area was 181 acres 20 cents.

The pattah area was divided into six major
portions of tenures. Pandara vagai lands
contained 1787 acres 24 cents. This formed
the major portion of pattah lands which
constituted sixty one percent of the total
cultivated area. Sirkar Devaswom vagai lands
contain 677 acres 79 cents and forms 23
percent of the total cultivated area.Ooranma
Devaswom land contained 198 acres 11 cents
forming seven percent of the total cultivated
area. Brahmaswom vagai lands comprised 124
acres 25 cents that form four percent of the
total cultivated area. Kandukrishi lands covered
an area of 54 acres 81 cents forming two
percent of the total cultivated area. The
karamozhivoo or the rent -free lands contain
85 acres 97 cents forming three percent ofthe
total cultivated area.
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There were 1960 pattadars in this village.
Of'these 87 pattadars owned wet lands, 989
owned garden lands and 884 pattadars owned
both wet and gardenlands. The average amount
oftax to be paid by a pattadar was 32 fanams
2 chuckrums 6 cash or 4 Bh. Rupees 9 annas
2 pies. The highest amount of tax to be paid by
a pattadar was 684 parahs 3 edangahies of
paddy and 144 fs. Ochs.8 cash, which at the
commutation value came to 1384 fanams 1
chuckram 14 cash or 194 Bh. Rupees 5 ans. 0
pie. The lowest amount of tax to be paid by a
pattadar was one cash or less than one pie.
The average area possessed by a Pattadar was
one acre and 49 cents.

The most important development in the field
of land tenure is the gradual acquisition of
thousands of acres of paddy land by Brahmin
village corporations through the processes of
Attipperu [Land owners donating sole
proprietorship of land to the temple], Kilitu
[Land owners placing their land under the
protection of temple] and outright purchase.
Gradually this led to their domination of the
economic and social life who influenced the
culture here. A highly developed form ofthe
temple oriented Hinduism held the dominant
position. The temple and allied institutions
deserve special notice as the nucleus of religion
and culture.

The soil of the valley was generally a
brownish coloured clay and had great variety
and a vegetable earth having a loamy mixture
washed from the neighbouring uplands was
porous, permeable readily giving to the plough
at other times, a stiff clay require some exertion
to turn it. The soil, a mixture of calcareous clay
as a lower stratum combined with vegetable

matter and sediments was very fertile. This
attributed to the luxuriant growth of coconut.
The soil of the Purrumboo lands was red and
coarse, gravely and comparatively thin. The soil
of Travancore cannot be called rich. On the
purrumboo grounds, the large trees and forest
that cover the surface penetrated the laterite.
Much of the waste space was abandoned to
its natural state, as not capable of compensating
the labour of'tillage. The principal production
was coconut and rice. For cultivating the rice,
the land possessed many advantages. The
productive lands were mostly occupied with
rice. The Vellalars [sudras] were the sole
labourers; the Nairs formed the principal body
of cultivators. The want of capital for cultivators
forced them to depend on grain merchants who
advanced the means of cultivation at an
exorbitant interest [30%] and received the
amount at harvest when the price of grain was
very low.

The size of the farms vary from 2 to 3
thousand purras of seed land (equal to about
284 or 428 acres) was an estate of considerable
magnitude. Five hundred to one thousand
purrahs seed land or 70 to 140 acre was
considered a fair possession. Lesser farms did
not exceed from 50 to 100 purras or from 7 to
14 acres. A garden of coconut or areecca trees
or plantation was a valuable possession as more
certain intheir produce and giving a larger return
for less labour. The greater landholder let out
his lands in minute portion than cultivating them
himselfto any extent. Farmer with 300 purrahs
of paddy yield, 400 coconut trees and 50
areeca and 12 jack trees with vines yielding 5
or 6 toolams of pepper would be very a
comfortable cultivator. However, scarcely
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twenty in hundred did have such property. The
lower classes rarely possessed sufficient rice
land to support their family. They trusted the
produce of the paramboo lands to make up
their deficiency. A garden containing 500 palms
with a comparative small portion of cultivated
land was regarded as a handsome inheritance.

The permeability of the soil helped the
draining of rainwater to the bottom layer which
aided the cultivation of the area. Therefore, the
area did not need large scale irrigation projects.
The fertility of the soil is maintained by the
seasonal rains and the long summer followed
that led to the growth of big trees and thick
green vegetation. There is always a surplus in
production as far as the landed cultivators were
concerned. The land records reveal the transfer
oflands along with the Pulayas. Nevertheless,
the agricultural economy needed not only
Pulayas but other sections like the tool making
people, carpenters, Vannan and Ezhavas.

Each settlement area is formed by the getting
together of various working groups specialised
and skilled under certain common interests like
availability of water, food,work possibilities of
better livelihood etc among other things. Temple
records like Tiruvalla Copper Plate and
Tarisapally Copper Plate cited the names of
labour groups like Thachan, vannan and
Ezhavas. The mode of settlement and the
redistribution have been continued in a
traditional manner. The settlement areas were
occupied by different groups of people each
occupying their own preferred space subjected
to availability of area either chosen or given.
The settlement Register lists the names ofthe
owners of land, the space they occupy, and the
work they perform. Kottayam settlement is

formed by different labour groups like
carpenters, potters, goldsmith, vannan, veluthe-
dan, vaniyan, chaliyan, ezhavan, kanakkan,
parayan, kaniyan and pulayan. This formed the
basis of social and cultural life. The support and
influence of kings also contributed to the
development of the settlement. The economic
power ofthe temple was the agricultural land
ownership. The Meenachil river, Kodur river
and Vembanad lake contributed to the
development of Kottayam.

Relations of productions are related to the
means of production. In an agricultural economy
land is the main means of production. So
ownership of land is important. Records refer
to Devaswom and Brahmaswom lands. Lands
were given in lease to cultivation. Kings also
gave lands to temples to meet the expenses of
the temple. The temple employees like santhi,
kazhakam, kuthu, vadhyam perfromers, and
readers of scriptures or parayanam were given
lands called Viruthi. Several plots of land were
known as Viruthi and the name themselves
indicate the kind of services remunerated by
the permanent assignment of lands to certain
families. This must have developed when more
and more occupations became hereditary in
character. The basis ofthe relations of produ-
ction in land were the Pulayas. Owners of land
were institutions like temples,churches and
individuals. They formed the second phase of
redistribution. Most important redistribution
centre was temple. As pattam a large amount
ofpaddy reached the temple. A part of it used
to redistribute among the employees of the
temple and for giving oottu of feast to Brahmins
and non Brahmins. Plough agriculture led to
surplus of production. Surplus depends on the
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extent of cultivation. This surplus ofthe society
was reflected in the architecture of institutions
ofthe locality. Vaniyan and Chaliyans were the
popular groups in the settlement. Oil, an
important fuel for lighting the lamps was an
important item of trade. The only solution to

fight darkness in the middle ages is oil lamps.

So it is important in religious aspect. The
practical aspect or the history of the offatory of
oil and ghee in lighting lamps in worship centres
was this. Here oil is produced mainly from
coconut. Chaliyans the Kerala weavers lived
in streets. Kerala was not a centre of cotton
cultivation. So the raw materials for weaving
has to be procured from outside. So they have
constant relations with the outside world. So

this forms the basis of long distance trade.

Exchange of spices like pepper also contributed
to this trade. Full time merchants were a must
for long distance trade.

Angadis were the local exchange centres.
From evening and weekly markets they
developed to daily markets. Angadis, the
exchange centres developed near water ways
and land routes. Angadis existed in a place
approached byrivers, canals and lakes. This is
clear from the sites identified as market centres
in Kottayam befor the development of
Thirunakkara. The long distance trade was by
immediate exchange. ie. exchanging goods to
goods. Exchange of slaves was also carried out.
The process of exchange is centred on institu-
tions like temples, churches and angadis. When
we consider the concept of temple it is not only
the sculpture and architecture of temples but
also the activties associated with it. The
architecture of the temple shows its social
obligation. Temple architecture had its represe-

ntations of the ideas of agricultural mode of
production. Here agriculture is based on rainfall
and sunlight. So climate is an important factor
in agriculture. The forces of nature were pleased
to control and order climate, is an important
ritual of the temple. ‘Abhishekam’ the temple
ritual is related to the idea of regulation of
climate. The Mandapam and garbhagriha were
the main centre of the temple. This is the centre
or the venue of the rituals connected with the
temple. The post of thantri, melsanthi, and
kizhsanthi depend on the resources of the
temple. Its number can be limited or increased
on the basis ofthe resources possessed by the
temple. The reciting or the chanting of mantras
or verses is the sole authority of the Brahmins.
The mandapa and garbhagriha shows the
relation between Brahmin domination and
relations of production. Chuttambalam is the
space for kitchen , preparation of offatories or
nivedhyam and oottu or sadhya | the grand feast
served at the temple]. The different groups of
the society were attracted to temple at the time
of feast served here. Festivals represent the
prosperity of the harvest. People fromall walks
oflife and age visit the temple during festivals.
This is one of the great entertainment for the
common people at that time this is also an
occasion for generating a great income for
temples.

Temple is always interacting with various
social groups. This include temple authorities
like Uralar, temple realatd occupational groups,
groups which collected commodities for the
temple, groups which handle temple resources,
temple officials like Poduval [ temple manage-
ment] Warriam [temple committees] temple
performers [ chetties]. Temples, Brahmins and
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character of ownership of land led to many
social groups. Temple performers were
[nangelis]. offatory of aval/ rice flakes was done
by chetties.

The Caliya weaving communities were
invited to Kottayam by the Kottaym Raja from
Iranjal for making cloth for the royal family. Thus
the Kottayam king settled them there and
provided tax- free land and some privileges. It
is said that there were about sixty four kutikal
or families. The area they got asroyal gift was
their weaving site which was situated at the
modern Chalukunnu area from the CMS
College to Thazhathangady along the Cathedral
street. The street was originally known as
Chetty street which shows its prominence as
the bazaar ofthe textile dealers. The very name
Chalukunnu has been identified as a corruption
of'the actual place name Chaliakunnu, literally
the hill ofthe weaving caste with the help ofthe
settlement Register. Two families of the Chetty
community still live in Kottayam. Analysing the
plot names given in the Settlement Register
prepared in 1883-1911 it would be made out
that on either side of the street were Caliya
holdings. Their houses stood facing the street.
There was a temple and weaving office there.
The weaving community existed there till about
the close of the nineteenth century which saw
the decline of the cotton industry all over the
country as shown by the scholars like Amalendu
Guha, Amiya Bhagchi and others who studied
the decentralisation of India under colonisation.
Towards the close of the nineteenth century,
the decline of this community began. Their hand
woven cloth lost nits market and was replaced
by mill-made cloth. The Caliya community was
unseated and their holdings were purchased by

others. The arrival of fresh merchants and
industrialists and the work of the Christian
Missionaries displaced the Caliya community.
They lost their lands and offices, sold their lands
and migrated. At the site of the Caliya temple
stood the CSI Holy Trinity Cathedral Hall and
their temple Chettiampalam shifted to the
western part of the Thirunakkara temple. In the
Settlement Register there are two hundred and
fifty eight house names starting with
Caliyakunnu Karayil lying close by. It is seen
that by the time of the census for the Settlement
Register, many a Caliya holding was taken over
by the Nasranis who were able to take
advantage of the colonial processes. The
establishment of the CMS School and CMS
College marked the beginning of pressure on
the weaving settlers of Chaliakunnu Kara [
modern Chalukunnu ] Chalukunnu kara of
Kottayam recalls the memory of'the displaced
Chaliya community.

The Gowda Saraswath Brahmans, from
Goa were good businessmen, entrepreneurs and
pioneers. The script of their Mother Tongue is
Konkani. The introduction containing a
testimony in Konkanito Van Rheede’s “Hortus
Indicus Malabaricus” was written in Konkani
in the Nagari script. The names of plants and
herbs are also to be found in Konkani. Another
important Konkani work was the translation of
the Bible in Nagari script by William Carey in
1808. Their ancestors who originally lived on
the banks ofthe Saraswathi River (Rajasthan)
moved to other parts of the Bharatha Varsha
mainly to Bangal and Bihar,due to drought and
drying up of Saraswthiriver. These Saraswaths
who came to Gowda Desa and settled down
at Goa came to be known as Gowda Sara-
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swaths with Konkani as spoken language. Their
ancestors took to trade and commerce and
prospered in life. There was all round develop-
ment economically and socially. The ruthless
and forcible conversion of the Portugese rulers
compelled themto flee from Goa Even here
they lived well. They were pioneers in social,
economic. educational and political fields.
Tippu’s invasion and Portuguese invasion made
them again migrate to different places and finally
to Kerala and settled in the coastal areas.The
Raja of Cochin gave them money privileges and
allowed them to engage in trade. They who
settled in Purakkad port and premises acquired
the monopoly rights over foreign export and
trade. This contributed to the prosperity of the
Chempakasseri Rajas. In the Portuguese Dutch
Treaty of 1664 they acted as the main agents
of Dutch as helpers and commission agents. At
the port of Purackkad they were the main
mediators with the Portuguese. They were also
famous in overseas trade. Thekkumkur Rajas
did not have direct trade with Portuguese. The
commodities stored in Thazhthangadi were sent
to the Port of Purakkad to ship to various
places. So Thekkumkur Rajas invited them
from Cochin, Varappuzha and Paravur to settle
in Kottayam and provided lands near Taliyil
kunnu and the temple Tirumala Venkateshwara
temple was built for them in the tax free site

The centrality of the temple in social trans-
formations is an important aspect in the hstory
of Kottayam. The construction of temples and
land grants have great importance from Pallava,
Chola and Pandya kingdoms after 5 century
AD.? The growing influence oftemples show
indicated the development of political and
economic relations within the emerging social

formation. The Bhakthimovement provided the
ideological legitimation for temple as the socio
economic institution . The role oftemple in the
emerging agrarian relations and trade networks
established the emergence of temple as a vital
player in social formation. There were different
opnions regarding the implications of the socio
economic and cultural networks that developed
around the temple. Burton Stein has argued
that the Brahmadeyas and growing importance
of temples provided the basis for the ritual
sovereignty of South Indian rulers in in a weak
political formation. Ritual sovereignity involve
anetwork of Brahmanical institutions and royal
cult in the nuclear area under the sovereign.
Sovereignity extended over segments over
which the ruler had no real authority, and were
authority was exercised by Brahmanas and
peasants in an alliance. Arjun Appadurai has
analysed the dynamics of legitimation with the
grants of money and land being compensated
by the Brahamanas and temples with honour
conferred to the donors - rulers and chieftains.

D N Jha argued that Devadana grants and
fiscal immunities and concessions given to
temples resulted in the feudalization of
temples®. Building oftemples represented a
complexofideological state apparatuses, as a
means of restructuring society and economy
and symbolising royal power.

Temple institution seems to have played an
important role in the community formation and
evolving a scheme of social stratification. A
temple being a pivot ofa landed group, Kerala’s
agrarian system was naturally knit closely with
the institution of the temples. Kerala depend
on rainfall and a knowledge of seasons and
climate cultivation was impossible. Ploughing
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of'the soil and seed planting temples did their
part well as they have the knowledge of
astronomy and prediction of climate. Kerala did
not made use of the technology of animal power
in clearing rain forests. So temples did their part
well in extending agriculture. The establishment
oftemples by kings, self manifested/ self sprung
idols being bleeded as is cited by Kottarathil
Sankunni in Aithihyamala were usedas a way
to clear forests and extend agriculture. The
number of Hindu temples in Kerala when
compared to the area is quite surprising. The
total area of Kerala comprising hills, forests
and rivers is 38,864 sq.km. According to 1891

Census Report number of temples is not less
than 15,000.

The number oftemples is an extra ordinary
social event with our poor economy or surplus
production and ruler resource mobilisation by
plunder was also unknown to us. The creation
of agriculture space and temple centred
settlement can be the reason. The network of
temples created relations of production in the
society.

Temples of kottayam were a centre of
beliefs and values and the way oflife. They were

not just sacred spacesbut aalso secular spaces.
It does have a space in the life of societyand
offers a social meaning. Temples serve as a
nuclei of important social economic along with
artistic and intellectual functions. Thus the
temple cultures were associated with socio
cultural and economic history ofkottayam and
play a crucial role in the making of'the culture
and economy ofkottayam So more than rituals,
fairs and festivals temples have a multi
dimensional view. A study of temples of
kottayam shows that there was a gradual
evolution. The temple based land ownership
testifies the importance attached to temples as
resource management in the economy of
Kottayam Culturally temples were spaces of
mental peace and connect people spiritually. As
a symbol of traditions, they serve as sources
for the history and relations of production.
Along with cultural and social role, the economic
role of the temples of Kottayam moulded
economy, agriculture, temple centred trade, as
urban centre, temple kitchens in managing the
offertories and the schemes for the population
it made a great impact in the history of the
society.

3
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Introduction :

A careful examination of early Indian mural
painting and Jain miniature paintings provides
clues and comprehensive idea to know the
source of South Indian painter’s style and
technique. In“The Art ofAsia” H. Zimmer has
cited the importance of the study of paintings
at Ajanta and Ellora. Inthe rock cut Kailasa
temple of eighth century A.D., several layers
found in the temple belongs to different periods.
Moti Chandra observed rightly the marked
angularity of drawing seen in the pointed nose
of Garuda, the Gandharvas. “It could be said
without any reservations Jain miniature paintings
are the harbingers of the new conventions in
Indian Art'. Further these features were first
noticed in the Kailasanatha Temple at Ellora.

The Western Indian palm leaf manuscript
were classified into two groups as per its style.
The First group belongs the paintings between
1100A.D to 1350 A.D. Where as the latter is
1350A.D. to 1450 A.D. which marked with
invention of paper. The remarkable example
of first period are Sathkandagama, Laghuvrutti,
Mahavircharita, Neminathacharita, etc. Inthese
miniatures, western Indian paintings has been
crystallized itself. The drawing is angular,
physical peculiarities, pointed nose, protruding
eye and shrinking check into the face are chief
elements ofthe style. The illustrated palm leaf
manuscripts of Kalpasutra is the best
exemplified for the second period. In these
miniatures also we find the characteristics like

pinching of the cheek, pointed nose and
protrusion of eye into space. The illustrated
paper manuscripts also continued the above
elements. The same elements has appeared not
only at Lepakshi but also at Hampi, Soma-
palem, Mamandur, Tanjavur, Nartamalai etc.
Regarding the origin and antiquity ofthe above
features Moti Chandra stated as “ but if the
sculpture be the index of the art conventions of
these times, then the angularity of the treatment
of Human figures may be counted as the
distinguished features of western Indian art of
Bundelkhand , Rajput, Malwa, and Gujarat.

Continuation style of early traditions:

It would be an interesting study to take the
migration of art conventions of old western
school to the Deccan and South, but unfortu-
nately the no traces of wall paintings of 7
and 8" century AD have survived from western
India. The paucity of the documents of the
western Indian School of Painting in Gujarat
may be attributed to the destruction of Muslim
invasion and vengeance ofthe iconoclastic zeal
on Hindu temples and places. Inthese centuries
of plunders and invasions and stress, precious
documents of western Indian school of painting
on palm leafand cloth are irretrievably lost. If
this theory of Moti Chandra is accepted, it
follows that the Vijayanagara painters drew
inspirations and guidance either directly from
western Indian miniatures or the paintings found
at Tirumalaii, Nruttamalai, Tanjavur. It may be
pointed out here that though the angularity in
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drawing and representation of “profile Perdue”
are profusely found at Anegondi and Hampi.
But the protrusion of farther eye into empty
space is completely absent in Nayaka paintings
at Tirupattikurnam, Tanjavur, Chidambaram.
The rounded face, expressive eyes, arched eye
brows, delicate fingers nails undoubtbly the
mastery over the modeling and linier conception
by Vijayanagara Painters. Besides long lustrous
eyes, graceful lips, lovely chin, fully developed
cheeks, arched eye brows, curved ears, singu-
larly attractive neck, charming head dress and
graceful stance of the body, while sitting and
standing that are prominently found the
resemblance to the Chola paintings noticed in
the earlier layers in the Brihadisvara temple at
Tanjavur. The paintings that are found on the
ceilings of the Kapardiswara temple at Haasan
were very close in the resemblance to the
paintings in Ardhamantapa. The painting
“Vrishabharudamurti” is similar Vrishabharu-
damurtiat Lepakshi painting that shiva blessing
Maunidhikondai Chola. Further the depiction
ofnature and boarder decorations, Gandharvas
etc. has very close resemblance to the Tiruva-
lanjuli paintings . But the C. Sivaramamurti
assigns the Tiruvalanjuli paintings to Nayaka
period of 17" centuryAD.

Line in Jain painting is archaic and angular
but seems very spontaneous. The painter’s
comprehensive understanding on the human
figuration was executed in bold broken and
angular lines. This angularity might have gives
the feel of spontaneity a suggestion of volume
but appear as rigid evolved as distinct style
which shown great impact on the southern
Indian painting. Because ofthe master skills the
artist of Lepakshi relegated the elements like

depth and chiaroscuro as a result they appear
as flat.

Besides the protruding eye into the space,
shrinking ofthe farther cheek are found in the
paintings on the ceilings of Natya-mandapa and
pradakshinapada around the girbhagriha of
Virabhadrasvami temple. These are not the
innovation of Lepakshi painter but the custom
of following the tradition of what earlier done
before us. The characteristics first appeared in
paintings at Ajanta and Ellora ofeighth century
A.D.

At Lepakshi, the murals in all panels were
decorated with textile design bands which is
hall mark to identify the murals from Lepakshi
in the south. It is probable that Vijayanagara
painters very closely to the style of Western
Indian miniatures in arranging the paintings in
square and rectangular formats with decorated
boarders. The farther cheeks appears as if it
shrinking and the consequent protrusion of
further eye into space are predominantly found
in the paintings of natyamandapa and prada-
kshinapada or outer side of the Mukha
mandapa. It can be found that these are not
innovations of Lepakshi painters. A careful
examination of early Indian wall paintings of
Ellora of 7™ century A.D. and 6™ century of
Pallava paintings in the rock cut temples gives
an basic idea to know the source from where
the Lepakshi painter drew inspiration and
guidance. The paintings at Ellora, should be
said that these paintings are harbingers of the
new convention of Indian Art. Which became
stereo typed with western miniatures.The
protudence of farther eye, recession of farther
cheek, linier quality of line drawing is continued
in Jain temple at Tirumalaii, Brihadisvara
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Temple at Tanjore, Vijayalaya Choleswara of
Nartamalai temple of 10" and 11" centuries
AD. The artists seems to have used from the
earliest times certain common colours like red
ochre, yellow ochre, carbon, lime and terreverte
lime ( mostly available in Deccan and south). It
appears that lapis lazuli was used in Ajanta and
Ellora and ultramarine in south Indian paintings
from seventh century A.D onwards, but arrived
in Rajasthan only after contact with East India
company in the 19" century A.D. Due to the
availability of red in abundance, it was often
appeared as a background for both Jain and
pala traditions. Besides it’s availability as well
as the traditional significance, it has been
associated in the traditions, continued to the
Lepakshi murals.

Composition :

An illustration from “Vasanthavilasa” gives
us the clues about the rudimentary composi-
tional aspects of Lepakshi murals. Perhaps
Vijayanagara painter adopted this idea of
division of space to narrate the scene on single
surface. Trunks of the trees are emerging as
they are creating a space for an event in the
whole narration. Inthe narrative panel Arjuna’s
penance of “Kiratarjuniya” episode at natyama-
ndapa of Lepakshi is best example. The back-
ground is decorated with ornamental hangings,
cloud, hills, flowers, flying Apsaras etc. Semi
circular, rectangular, multi curved and bell
shaped ornamental hangings are fond on the
top section of the panel they appears as if they
are hanged for stage decoration. They are
profoundly found in the paintings at Lepakshi,
Somapalem, Tiruvalanjuli, etc. Regine Pachner
has suggested the Persian influence in the
Kiratarjuniya hunting scene. He thinks that

Persian forest further reinforces the Islamic
conventions.

Decorative elements :

The impact of Jain painting is predominant
in all aspects of Indian painting and Lepakshi is
not an exceptional. Jains also introduced
borders in their manuscript illustrations, perhaps
adopted from Persian influence. It is later
became stock motifin subsequent Indian wall
painting tradition. We find exquisite borders
under the wall paintings of many centers in
Rajasthan, especially in Kotah fort. The later
tradition of Kotah and Amber in Rajasthan also
broke up the horizontal panels with vertical
panels of human and animal figures. This
became stock fashion for displaying scarves in
both miniature and wall painting. The bright
patterns ofthe painted and woven textiles is a
unique feature of jain painting seems to have
been carried further northwest to ladakh from
Gujarat. Gujarat was not only a great exporter
of textiles but also supplied textiles to the
southern states under the regain of Vijayanagara
as part of internal trade. This tradition has
spreaded to Virupaksha temple in Vijaya-
nagara. Jain wall paintings had already been
created in the Vijayanagara kingdom at
Tirupattikurnam in the 14" century A.D and
artist and patrons were conversant with this
style. The same was mentioned by Gopala-
krishna murthi in his book on “Lepakshi”. The
influx ofthe Gujaratis due to the prosperity of
the Kingdom possibly brought he illustrated
manuscript with them and painters were might
be Jains in majority. Thus we find the traces
absolutely that the tradition of decorating
borders is inherited from the Jain miniature later
adopted to Lepakshi mural tradition with
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adaptation of local textile designs to achieve
the decorative quality than the others traditions.

Religious impact on the style :

The Lepakshi murals tradition ofAndhra is
an insignia of the religious tolerance of
Vijayanagara kings. They unfolds that they are
fusion of Kotah and Amber Vaishnavite,
Shaivite, Jain and Islamic styles. In Indian
painting tradition such a situation never seen in
anywhere in all over India. In painting it can be
identified that appearance of Blue (lapis Lazuli)
and some musalmans features in terms of beard
of'men it is typical feature, women having nose
ornament are can be noticed in Deccan and
heavy decoration of foreground and back-
ground, rendering of animals owing their Persian
influence through Deccan. The painting
“Kiratarjuniya” episode depicted on the ceiling
of'Natya mandapa is best example for intrusion
of Deccan culture in to the Lepakshi style.
Moreover reading a paintings from right to left

References :

is also should taken into consideration regarding
above.

Conclusion :

The art of Ajanta has set the Iconographic
standards for the entire scenario of Indian
painting. Both emphasis on iconography and
rasa as mentioned in Chithrasutra are present
inthat paintings. From Ajanta to Lepakshi, this
phenomenon was followed. The tradition of
Indian painting, one can observe the presenta-
tion of youthful culture. The Lepakshi builders
are well versed on several treatises in
architecture and Iconography which defines
the construction rules of Temple building and
iconographic details and forms of Gods and
Goddesses that filled the entire temple. Most
of'the canons of the iconography culled from
the Jain paintings were as enunciated in the
Chithrasutra, Brahmasamhita and the
Manasollasa. The history of Indian paintings
Lepakshi stands as Iconic and unfolds the flux
of earlier styles of Painting in India.
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Summary :

The tea History is one of the most
memorable in the history of the world. The
production and marketing of tea led to the
imperialism. Many regions in Asia and Africa
were colonized after the tea trade. Here is a
look at the history of how tea was traded,
marketed and how the plant tea became a tool
of'the empire around the world is inquired by
the article.

Keywords : Tea, Medicine, Beverage, Tea
culture, Tea Imperialism, Empire, Great Britain

Introduction :

Tea as everyone knows is a global beverage
now. Tea has got a unique history which has
causated deep historical changes all around the
world. There is no other drink that has changed
the history ofthe world. The origin of the plant
Tea is in China and the Chinese were the first
to show the world the use of the tea. Thus the
drink called tea came before the world and it
was used as a medicine. But the tea trade was
not first started by the Chinese but by the
Portuguese. The tea business was then run by
the East India Company. The drink quickly
became popular throughout Europe as tea
became popular. Tea shops have sprung up all
over the Europe and tea has become part ofa
culture. As the famous Post Modern historian
Habermas said, tea culture and the tea shops
become a public space in Europe. The educated
middleclass of Europe used to come to the tea

shops and discussed and decided on things in
general and political matters so that the tea
shops in Europe as a public space.

But the turning point in history with regard
to tea came with the passing of the Charter Act
of 1833. With the Charter Act China stopped
the monopoly trade with East India Company.
This later became a milestone in the history of
the world. The tea plant became a cause for
imperialistic trade. After the industrial revolution
there were many wealthy families in Europe. It
was an opportunity for them to invest in many
colonies and make profit. The charter Act gave
every citizen the right to invest in any British
colony. Inthis way tea production began around
the world and thus colonized the world. This
imperialism spread in India as well as in other
parts of the world. Alfred Crosby calls this
imperialization through a plant as ‘plant
imperialism’.

Origin of Tea - The History :

The tea, camellia has been known to man
for a long time. It has been cultivated by the
Chinese people for more than two thousand
years. It has been cultivated by the Chinese
people not on large plantations, but in thousands
of small plots. Thus the Chinese were well
familiar with the tea plant and its value. The
origin of the word ‘tea’ goes to China. The
Chinese callit as ‘kia’. As far as it is known, it
was during the course of the 6" Century AD
that the name evolved to ‘cha’. When it arrived
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to the West it became ‘te’ (tea in its first
abbreviated form), which is still the name for
tea in many countries. The Chinese were the
first who had discovered that the infusion of its
leaves when it is carefully processed produced
a very palatable drink. The people in Shan
states of Burma and Siam had been using tea
leaf for the medical purpose and then as a
beverage. The original home of the tea is in an
indefinite area to the South-East of Tibetan
plateau, including Szu-chuan, Yu-nan, Burma,
Siam and the Assam variety in North-East India.
Tea spread and was grown by the natives over
centuries. It was found in the caravan route
between China and India.

The typical small leaf Chinese tea was found
in the East and South-East China. The Chinese
provinces of Sze-chuan and Yu-nan produced
the best China tea. Much ofthe details regarding
the origin of tea is still inmystery. Chinese were
drinking tea in the 5" century AD. It was first
carried towards West by the Turkish traders,
during the end of 5" century. Through this way
it reached to the Mongolian border. It was in
the 6™ century, Chinese began to regard tea
not only as a medicinal drink but also as a
refreshing beverage.

The Tea: Myth :

According to legend it was the Emperor
ShenNung (3000 BC) who first realized the
properties oftea. ShenNung was a skilled ruler
and he was a patron of arts and was a creative
scientist. He made strong foundation for many
Chinese agricultural practices. He is said to
have eaten as many as three hundred and sixty
five varieties of medicinal plants over the course
ofhis life and died oftoxic overdoses. It was
his far sightedness that the Chinese used to boil

the drinking water as a hygienic precaution. It
was in one summer day while he was on his
march for visiting a distant region of his empire,
ShenNung and his court stopped to rest. With
the order of the emperor his servants began to
boil water to drink. Dried leaves from a nearby
bush fell into the boiling water, the water
changed to a brown liquid. Being a scientist,
the emperor was interested in the new liquid.
He drunk some and found that it was very
refreshing. Thus began the practice of tea
drinking. Even though the story seems mythical,
it was closely related to practical events. Over
the years tea consumption spread throughout
the Chinese culture. It became an unavoidable
aspect in their daily life.

During the Tong Dynasty, in 800 AD, the
Buddhist monk Lu Yu wrote the first authentic
Account oftea. This famous book known as
‘Cha Ching’ (Tea Book) describes the various
methods of cultivation and preparation of tea
in China. It is generally plucked during March,
April or May. The best of the three, four or five
tea shoots growing on the thick branches is
plucked. The leaves are not plucked on a rainy
or cloudy day. It is plucked only when the
weather is fine. The entire tea manufacturing
process includes several stages such as
steaming, pounding, patting, baking and finally
packing. The book mentions thousand varieties
oftea leaves. The quality ofthe tea is determined
by the flavour which is largely controlled by the
weather. Regarding its value, the book mentions
that the effect oftea is cooling. As a drink, it
suits very well, persons of self-restrained and
of good conduct. When feeling hot, thirsty,
depression, suffering from headache etc. one
should drink tea four or five times. If the tea
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leaves are not plucked during the proper
season, and not properly prepared, when they
are mixed with herbs, they may cause diseases.
Inregard to general drinks it is said that “boiled
water is to quench thirst, wine to drown sorrow
and the tea is to avoid sleepiness”.

Tea Trade around the Globe :

Chinese tea was grown by small farmers,
largely related to their household activity. The
daily routine of the Chinese include boil rice for
breakfast in the morning and roast tea in the
evening. Every cottager owned his own little
garden. He produced what he need for daily
life and the surplus was sold. This small earning
helped him to spend on his other needs. The
simple technique and the affordable investment
largely contributed to the spreading of planta-
tions in the different parts of the world. It was
the beginning of the universal habit of tea
drinking. During the Sung Dynasty, 960 -1127
AD tea was a regular item of trade through the
borders to Mongolia. The trade was under-
taken by the Government. At the same time,
tea was exported to Tibet. It was of poor quality
tea and was transported by yaks, mules and
on the back of porters. It was a long tedious
journey from China to Tibet. The porters moved
five miles a day, along the mountain passes with
a height of five thousand feet. Their loads were
so heavy about three hundred pounds carried
by a man. The porters put opium behind their
ears to deaden the pain caused by straps and
weight.

Tea in Japan :

Meanwhile, during 600 AD, tea crossed
East China and reached Japan. Tea seeds were
brought by a Buddhist priest named Yeisei. He
preferred it because tea enhances religious

meditation. Yeisei was known as father of tea
in Japan. Because of this, tea is linked to Zen
Buddhism in Japan. Like the Chinese, the
Japanese initially took tea for medicinal purpose.
It was grown around the temple gardens soon
the Japanese priests identified that apart from
its medicinal value, it can also be used as a
pleasant drink. Soon the emperor was attracted
to this new drink, and it became an imperial
drink. There is a traditional story in Japan
behind the popularity of tea. The mighty
Minamoto Shogun Sanetamo (1203-1219 AD)
became desperately ill from over feasting and
the royal authorities summoned Yeisei, the senior
priest of the monastery to offer prayers for the
emperor’s recovery. Yeisei supplemented his
prayers with his favourite beverage tea. Soon
Sanetomo was cured. Naturally he wished to
know more about tea; Yeisei presented him a
copy of his book, and thereafter the Shogun
became a tea devotee. The fame of the new
remedy spread far and wide. Now tea acquired
an important place in the Japanese social life.
Soon China started supplying small quantities
oftea to Russia by the end of 17" century. It
was first carried overland by Government
caravans. Ordinary caravans were drawn by
two hundred to three hundred camels; each of
them carried four chests oftea. The journey
took three years.

Tea as Popular Drink in Europe :

The knowledge of either the tea plant or its
value as medicine did not reach Europe before
6™ century. The Portuguese who were the
pioneers of eastern commercial expansion
reached China. They settled at Macao and they
reported about the beverage called ‘Cha’. This
knowledge was later brought to Europe. From

(adde sro088 |

| 149



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 18, Issue. 7, July 2021
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

the earlier period onwards tea got place in the
Persian traveller’s Accounts and in the writings
of Jesuit Missionaries. The Dutch writer
Linschoten served in Goa as a secretary to the
Portuguese Arch Bishop from 1583-89. His
travel Account was published in 1596 later it
was translated to English. It captured the
attention of the capitalist merchants in Europe.
The influence ofthe Portuguese declined in Far-
East and was replaced by Dutch. The first tea
to reach Europe came through the Dutch and
they brought the first consignment of tea to
Holland in the early phase of 17" century. All
the early supplies of tea to England were brought
from Holland. In 1666, the total export oftea
from China to Europe amounted 17 million Ibs.

The first public sale oftea in England was
established by Thomas Garraway, a tobacco-
nist, and the keeper of one of London’s most
famous coffee houses. The merchants of the
city, usually met in the coffee shops and
discussed commercial transactions. Liquor, was
a leading selling item in these coffee houses.
The description of the quality and virtues ofthe
tea leaf

“It maketh the body active and lusty.

It helpeth the headachae, giddiness and
heaviness thereof.

It removeth the obstructions of'the spleen.

It is good against the stone and gravel,
cleaning and ureters.

Tea replaced coffee and soon it became the
national drink in Britain. From 1689, the East
India Company started to import tea directly
from China, through wealthy merchants. The
company protected its monopolistic trade by
passing regulations on other competitors. In

1657 Tea regulation was imposed. Through this,

no East-Indies commodities were to be passed
through the Customs House without the
permission ofthe Company and its seal. In 1669
law prohibited import of tea from Holland to
Britain. By the mid 1750’s tea shops appeared
in and around London. These places were
considered as ideal for the public to meet and
gossip together with a cup of Chinese tea, and
are considered as light refreshment. Every
family would have a tea caddy (tin) at home.
When the price of tea shot up, only the rich
consumed it.

Tea Trade by East India Company :

The East India Company’s ships mono-
polized the Chinese tea trade till 1833. Its ships
‘East India men’, took six months to make the
long and tedious journey from China to London
docks. By 1860, much faster types of sailing
ships replaced the former ships. The new finely
built ships could carry over a million pounds of
tea from China to the London docks in four
months. While the other faster ships could run
in ninety days. The owners of these ships
competed with each other to bring back the
first tea of the best quality in the season, to
England. These ships on their way to China
carried manufactured goods from Britain. It was
sold in the ports of Shanghai and Hong Kong.
In the winter season the productivity of the
Chinese tea was comparatively less. The first
plucking was carried out in the spring towards
the end of April. It was from these young tender
leaves, the best tea is made. The manufactured
tea was sent down to the tea ports by the junks.
Three or four further plucking was made. By
the end ofMay the first tea ship starts its journey.
On the way many ships lost in the sea without
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any trace. The first ship arrived at the London
docks in early September and the London trade
becomes busy in October. The ships re-routed
with opening of the Suez Canal in 1869. The
travel which earlier took about ninety days was
cut short to mere forty four days by the opening
ofthe new route. The most famous ofthe new
tea ship was ‘CuttySark’.

With the discovery of tea in India, it
outsmarted the old markets of Ceylon and
China. In 1887 Britain imported large quantities
of tea from India. This marked the fall of
consumption of Chinese tea. But the primitive
mode of cultivation remained unchanged for
centuries. Still China continued to export tea to
Russia mainly as brick teas. This export trade
was started in the 17" century. Similar trade
continued to exist with Tibet, Siberia and
Mongolia. This remained unaffected by the
Indian and the Ceylon tea. Now the world
market gave its preference to Indian tea. By
the year 1900 China’s export declined drasti-
cally. The period witnessed further plantations
in India. One million acres oftropical jungle had
been fallen for the new crop. This has been a
remarkable achievement ofthe British Empire
in India. This was the fruit ofthe courage and
determination ofthe pioneer planters.

Tea Plantation in India :

It was from 1689 onwards that English East
India Company imported directly from China.
The commencement of the tea industry in India
can be largely related to the refusal of the
Chinese government in 1833 to renew the old
agreement and granting the right of monopoly
with Britain in tea trade. Now the British turned
their full attention to India. In 1778 itself Warren
Hastings, the then Governor General asked Sir.

Joseph Banks to prepare a note on the possi-
bility of the cultivation of new crop. He
advocated for the tea cultivation in India. He
advocated that black tea would grow best
between 26" and 30" parallel of latitude and
green tea in 30™ and 35™ parallel. All this
assumption was based on the Chinese and
Japanese experience.

The conditions in India were favourable for
the British at that time. The administration of
the whole country was in the hands of English
East India Company. In these days the company
was popularly known as John Company. The
monopoly of the trade with China vested with
the company by the Charter Bill of 1813. This
bill was replaced by the Charter Act of 1833
and it was for a period of twenty years. Thus it
gave up its monopoly with China. Trade in the
colonies was opened to all British subjects.
They were allowed to settle in British India
without any restrictions.

Tea Plantation in Assam :

The discovery of tea plant in the forests of
Upper Assam in a wild state marked the
beginning oftea plantation in India. There is an
extraordinary controversy between Agricultural
and Horticultural Society of India regarding the
discovery oftea plant. Therival claimants for
the discovery were C.A Bruce and Lt. Charlton.
In 1819, David Scott who was the agent to the
Governor General in Assam was interested in
growing tea in India. He wrote to Dr. N.
Wallich, the botanist of East India Company
regarding the possibility of growing tea. In 1823,
Major Robert Bruce, who was residing in
Assam came to know about the tea plants. It
was introduced to him by a Singhpho Chief,
BeesaGaum. He became aware that the natives
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were in the habit of drinking the water boiled
with the dried leaves ofthis wild growing tree.”
Later, along with his brother C.A Bruce sent
samples of these plants to the Botanical
Gardens of Calcutta. By examining this, it is
revealed that the wild plant found in the jungles
of Assam belonged to the same family of
Chinese tea plant. But this plant belonged to a
different species; therefore these discoveries
were not recognized.

Shortly after Lord William Bentick became
the Governor General of India in 1828. With
the abolition of the Chinese tea trade, the
company was searching for a new place
suitable for growing tea. In January 1834, Lord
William Bentick proposed a committee to
mnvestigate and make recommendations about
the most suitable areas in India where tea grows
well. The committee consisted of eleven English
men and two Indians. The committee decided
to send its secretary G.J Gordon to china to
procure the Chinese Tea seeds. He was also
under the deputation to bring skilled tea makers,
those who were familiar with the cultivation.
Gordon left Calcutta in June 1834 on the sailing
ship ‘Water Witch’.

China was unfamiliar to the Europeans, and
Chinese always kept the secrecy oftea prepa-
ration. J.I.LL.L. Jackson, the pioneer of tea
industry in Java stayed in China in 1833 for the
same purpose. The journey to China was
hazardous and adventurous. The committee was
also asked to find suitable sites for tea plantation
in different parts of India. C.A Bruce was
appointed as a Superintend of Tea Culture in
February 1835. During this time, the Company
came to know that there was indigenous tea
plant near Sadia. A consignment of eighty

thousand Chinese seeds sent to India. It
reached Calcutta in January 1835. These seeds
were sent to Botanical Gardens for germination,
under Dr. Nathaniel Wallich. From these seeds,
forty two thousand saplings were developed.
It was allocated to three main areas in the
following proportions; i.e. twenty thousand in
the hill districts of Kumaon, in North India, two
thousand to the hills of South India and the
remaining twenty thousand to Upper Assam on
the North-East Frontier. Out ofthese, only those
planted at Gharwal and Sirmoor showed some
degree of success. In the South almost all the
saplings died. In August 1809, C.A Bruce
brought his famous, ‘Report on the Manufa-
cture of Tea and the Extend and Produce of
Tea Plantations in Assam’. He identified about
one hundred and twenty tea tracts in Assam.
The first successful tea garden was started at
Jaipur in Assam. In the year 1838, the first
shipment of Indian tea was sent to U.K.

But in 1839, the administration of Upper
Assam completely came under the British East
India Company. Now onwards private enter-
prises were welcomed into this field. Several
companies were formed in Calcutta and
London in 1839. These companies merged to
form the ‘Assam Company’. The company was
formed with a capital of £ 2, 00,000. The
success of Assam Company attracted Jorehaut
Tea Company. All these resulted in the rapid
expansion of tea cultivation. By 1860, there
were more than fifty private enterprises engaged
in tea production. Tea cultivation in the
Himalayan foothills started in 1842. Plantations

to other parts of North-East India.

(adde sro088 |

| 152



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 18, Issue. 7, July 2021
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

The Indians has negligible share in the tea
plantations of North India. The pioneer in this
aspect was ManiramDiwan. He was followed
by RameswarBarua, who started six gardens
in Sibsagar District of Assam. During the
depression days he sold his entire gardens to
the European planters. Another one was
HemadharBarua, his son RaiBahadur

Conclusion :

Thus the tea originated from china has
spread throughout the world. Tea plantation as
an industry was sprung up. The British Empire
provided whole assistance for the development
of'the plantations throughout the colonies. Thus
began the tea industry in all areas with a tropical

climate. Significant changes have been occurred
in the areas where the industry flourished. It
changed the habitat and forests ofthose areas.
A new culture was formed before the world
and came to be known as tea culture. In this
new culture, there was a definite racial divide.
There was also a social classification in those
regions. The situation on the estates was similar
to that of a feudal system. There were many
plantations in different parts of the world but its
real beneficiaries were only the British empire
and its subjects. The increased demand of tea,
led to the use of improved methods and
technology in manufacturing. Machines replaced
labour, especially in the rolling of the leaves.
For further improvement in tea production,
research stations were opened in the countries.
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Dalit Movement in the Telugu Region :

A Critique From Christian Dalit Perspective
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Abstract :

The present article critiques the contempo-
rary Dalit Movement in the Telugu region of
South India from a Christian Dalit perspective.
Dalits were historically disadvantaged and
discriminated section by the caste-ridden
society. Since Dalit is a heterogeneous section,
uniform discriminatory practices are not
observable across South Asia. For instance,
discrimination against the Dalits is more heinous
in North India than in South India. To escape
caste rigidity, Dalits have been experimenting
with various options. One prominent option is
to convert from Hinduism to other religions like
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, etc. However,
even after conversion from Hinduism, Dalits
were unable to escape discriminatory practices
against them. In this scenario, the present article
throws light into the Dalit movement in Telugu
region, how and why it lacks a Christian Dalit
dimension.

Keywords : Dalits, Christian Dalits, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana State, South India, Telugu
region.

Dalits were part of various spiritualistic
traditions throughout history. However, a
common thread connecting and observable in
them is the pan-Indian discriminatory attitude
against them by the society. There is no
universally accepted formula and principle on
how and why the ex-Untouchable category
emerged by deviating from the rest of the four

Varna orders. Since the Constitution of India
prohibited ‘untouchability practice in any form’,
the word ex-Untouchables is coined to refer to
the Dalits/SC. Thus, the term ‘ex-Untouchables’
is a synonymous expression in some sense to
the ‘Dalit and Scheduled Caste (SC)’. Scholars
proposed various discerning dimensions to
construct how and why the ex-Untouchable
category emerged as the fifth Varna! For
instance, Ambedkar observed that the erstwhile
Buddhist section was recognised as an ex-
Untouchable section by the Brahmanic ordered
and dominated society. Further, Ambedkar
observed Buddhism committed a ‘revolution’
against Brahmanic social order. However, the
re-triumph of Brahmanism over Buddhism took
place as a ‘counter revolution’. (Ambedkar,
2010) (Mani, 2007)

To escape the Brahmanic dominated societal
discrimination, especially the downtrodden ex-
Untouchables have been trying to convert to
religions like Islam, Buddhism, Christianity, etc.
(Ahmed, 2018) (Rowena Robinson, 2011)
(Webster, 2012) However, the Dalits conver-
sion to religions like Parsi is highly negligible.
There are historical, sociological and regional
dynamic factors observable in converting
masses into other religions. For instance, tribal’s
conversion into religions like Islam is not much
observed. Same time, Christianity is highly
spread across the South Indian zone than in
other parts of India. Same way, Islam is relati-
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vely more spread across the North Indian region
than South India.

When considered erstwhile regions of
undivided India, 1.e., Pakistan and Bangladesh,
Islam spread and succeeded much in the North
Indian zone. However, caste as an inherent
ethnic and social phenomenon is very much
present in Indian Islam, though it is not well
recognised, except by a few academic scholars.
On the contrary, caste as an inherent social
criterion in Indian Christianity as transferred
from the previous Hindu conversion position is
recognised and acknowledged by various
sections of society and academicians alike.
Christian Dalits are much unique within
Christianity or among different caste converts
to Christianity, especially in the South Indian
context.

When considered the Roman Catholic
Mission (RCM) and Protestant denominations
ona broad scale, in the South Indian zone, then
the Protestant denomination is highly visible and
successful even among the Dalits. And Christian
Dalits are numerous in various Protestant
Church Congregations. In a way, the RCM
failed in South India to have the vast presence
of Christian Dalit devotees in its fold, though
historically the RCM had a long presence than
the Protestant sects. In modern times, the
Protestant sect became a successful broad
denomination in attracting Dalits on a massive
scale. There is a prominent observation made
in this respect, why RCM failed, and Protest-
antism succeeded? It was prominently observ-
ed and noted that the RCM attempted to focus
much on the upper castes, assuming that upper
castes conversion into Christianity might
automatically lead to the conversion of other

lower castes of the society. But, such an
expected assumption failed, and the RCM is
recognised for the presence of the upper caste
Christians. However, when the Protestants
entered India, they almost exclusively
concentrated on the lower sections, like the
Dalits. As a result, they were highly successful
in having Dalits mass conversion than the upper
castes conversion. (Varikoti-Jetty, 2019)

For instance, it was noted that congregations
like the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church
(AELC) and Telugu Baptist Church (TBC)
were exclusively dominated by the Mala and
Madiga castes, respectively in the Telugu region
due to some of the founding missionaries’
exclusive focus onthem. (Rajapramukh, 2008)
As a result, even after the foreign Christian
missionaries left India, these two congregations
continued to be dominated by these two caste
sects. That is the peculiarity of Indian Christi-
anity. This kind of dynamics can also be
observed in certain parts of India, like Syrian
Christians in the Kerala context. Also, some
tribes in North East India have an exclusive incli-
nation towards some Christian denominations.

The modern emancipatory movements and
struggles of the Dalits across various regional
locations in India are varied. These movements
are by and large recognised under human rights.
Dalit rights and assertion for dignified life is
recognised as ‘Dalit rights are equal to human
rights’. (Bob, 2008) (Rodrigues, 2008) Thus,
in a way, it indicates that the Dalits, by and
large, were succumbed to undignified life,
humiliation and torture. With slight regional
variations, the Dalits across Indian Sub-
Continent were meted humiliating discrimi-
nation. During the modern British India
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governance regime, due to the uprise of the
social renaissance movement among various
sections, even Dalits also started to get exposed
to modernity. (Gail Omvedt, 2007) Exposure
to modernity in the Indian context opened
multiple vistas.

Though British India was exclusively
concerned with the governance aspects, it
followed by and large non-interference to a
possible extent in native people’s customs and
traditions. However, in reality, due to Indians
encounter with modernity — mainly due to the
establishment of modern administrative
mechanisms like modern law and courts of
Justice; the caste rigidity started to get exposed
to entirely new dynamics. Same time, caste as
aunique social reality never lost its relevance
and grip. Caste started to modify and operate
according to the evolving societal dynamics in
almost every region and religion. (Panikkar,
2004) (Jodhka, 2013)

Even though various trajectories and
discourses to the modern Dalit emancipatory
movements and struggles were constructed, the
most contemporary Dalit movement’s wave in
Andhra Pradesh (AP) were seen and
constructed since the Karamchedu massacre.
(Hardtmann, 2013) (K Satyanarayana, 2013)
AP in the present context refers to the united
AP, which existed from 1956 to 2014, i.e.,
before formation ofthe Telangana State (TS).
Both AP and TS refers to wider Telugu region.
But, the article’s wider focus is related to before
and after formation ofthe TS. At the Karam-
chedu village, the Kamma landlords massacred
Madiga’s. Madiga is one of the significant SC
groups. However, in reality, it was later
observed that though the Madiga’s were the

victims, another dominant SC section, i.e.,
Mala’s, were the prime leaders who led the
Karamchedu movement. Thus, politically and
socially within the two significant SC Madiga
and Mala sections in the Telugu region, the latter
is recognised as relatively advanced and
inherited Ambedkarite consciousness much
ahead. The Karamchedu massacre took place
inthe year 1985. Though massacres against the
SC was a regular phenomenon, the Karam-
chedu incident’s highlight was read in many
dimensions; like the increasing level of
educational standards among SC’s led to open
assertion, etc. (Murali, 1995) (Ratnam, 2008)

The AP Dalit movement exhibits a peculiar
phenomenon. Though the Dalit converts to
Christianity are more in proportion, in reality,
they have been continuing under the SC Hindu
fold for reasons of practical relevance. The
original Constitution of India, which came into
existence on 26 January 1950, was neutral
towards the SC religious dimension. However,
on 10 August 1950, the Government of India
(Gol), under the Prime Minister-ship of
Jawaharlal Nehru, released a Presidential Order
declaring all those SC except those in the Hindu
fold as ineligible for entitlements of state
affirmative policies like reservations. As a result,
Dalit converts to other religions, like Sikhism,
Buddhism, Christianity and Islam, lost an
opportunity to utilise state affirmative entitle-
ments. However, due to pressure from the Sikh
Dalits, the 1950 Presidential Order was once
again amended by the Gol. As a result, in
addition to SC Hindus, state entitlements were
extended to Sikh Dalits since 1956. (Parke,
2007) (Louis, 2007a).
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Again, when India grandly marked the birth
centenary celebrations of Ambedkar in 1991,
the Gol once again amended the Presidential
Order of 1950. And the Gol included the
Buddhist Dalits to utilise SC status for benefits
of state entitlements like reservations. As ofnow,
two significant religious sects, which were
excluded fromthe SC fold, includes Christian
Dalits and Muslim Dalits. However, instead of
extending SC status to Christian Dalits and
Muslim Dalits, in reality, the Gol should
withdraw the 1950 Presidential Order and
restore the original position of the Constitution
ofIndia, which recognised ex-untouchables as
SC’s only, devoid of any religious affiliation.
But, in reality, there are demands to extend SC
status to Christian Dalits and Muslim Dalits (and
bring equality) on par with SC Hindus, SC
Sikhs and SC Buddhists. This demand indicates
that the demanding sections have failed to
imbibe and understand the spirit of the original
Constitution of India. Even Justice Ranganath
Misra Commission, in its final report and
recommendation, has suggested to the Gol to
extend SC status to the Christian Dalits and
Muslim Dalits and make SC list religious neutral.
In other words, the Justice Ranganath Misra
Commission has suggested restoring the original
constitutional position, which recognised Dalits
as a religious neutral section. (Misra, 2008)

As per the official statistical census data,
there has been stagnation in the Telugu region’s
Christian population. Such stagnation is
assumed due to the lack ofnew claims by the
Christian Dalits, who are unwilling to claim
Christian Dalit status for fears of losing
reservation under the SC fold. As aresult, the
official Christian statistical data is assumed to

be wrong and also the official SC Hindu census
data is also expected to be false. Thus, most of
the SC Hindus personally belong to the Christian
Dalit category on an adherent personal faith
basis, but not as per government’s statistical
reports.

Though the Christian Dalit population is
significant in South India and evenin the Telugu
region, there is no visible Christian Dalit move-
ment. The Dalit movement is well recognised
in the Telugu region under the SC (Hindu)
category. Thus, though most ofthe cadre and
leaders of the mainstream Dalit movement in
the Telugu region hails from a Christian
background, in reality, they have been main-
taining SC Hindu status legally. Instead of
leading the campaign to acquire SC status to
the Christian Dalits, who silently practice
Christianity and legally continue under SC
Hindu status, the mainstream Dalit leaders are
silent on this most pertinent social issue. As a
result, only a few voices are demanding the
extension of SC reservation to the Christian
Dalits. However, this demanding category is
invisible and not much heard in the regular day
to day civil society articulations.

Even the Madiga Reservation Poratha
Samithi (MRPS) and Malamahanadu organisa-
tions, which are wide platforms for the Madiga
and Mala castes, fail to voice their version
concerning the Christian Dalit reservation issue.
They are comfortable in fighting their democratic
battles ‘in support and against’ AP SC
reservation sub-categorisation. However,
though most of them continue under the SC
Hindu fold legally and practice Christianity
adherently in the private realm, they are silent
towards the meted injustice to them under the
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1950 Constitutional Order. The Telugu region’s
Dalit movement is widely considered under the
dominant and (historically) segregated platforms
of Madiga and Mala organisations, i.e., MRPS
and Malamahanadu. The ruling political sections
also consider these two platforms and leaders,
at some level, whenever required. Thus, even
after enjoying certain political clout among the
mainstream ruling sections, these platforms have
failed to voice their demand and concern about
the Christian Dalit reservation.

After implementing the 1950 Presidential
Order, the formally declared Dalit converts to
Christianity were placed under the Backward
Classes (BC) category at respective states
level, as per the direction of the Gol, and as
per the recommendations of respective state-
level BC Commissions and Committee reports.
In this regard, in the Telugu region, the formally
declared Dalit converts to Christianity were
placed under BC sub-category ‘C’. However,
the existing BC-C category, i.e., the official
Dalit converts to Christianity, cannot utilise
reservation much, as they were offered a mere
one percent reservation. Due to the
governments increased tilt towards liberalisa-
tion, globalisation and privatisation—the filling
ofemployees’ vacancies permanently has come
down drastically over the years. As a result,
and due to other factors, like coupled with
discontent for failing to secure proper
employment opportunities, most Dalits, who are
practising Christianity, prefer not to seek official
Christian status, i.e., BC-C in the Telugu region.
As aresult, Dalits continue to seek SC Hindu
certificates, though they practice Christianity
ardently in the private family realm.

The former AP Chief Minister, Kiran Kumar
Reddy (KKR), made it clear to the revenue
department officials that the Dalits should not
be harassed without offering them SC Hindu
certificates. Because mostly the Dalits, when
applied for SC certificates, were harassed by
the Mandal revenue officials by pointing that
they belong to the Christian fold. Further,
Mandal revenue officials used to either reject
or delay in issuing SC Hindu certificates.
However, KKR made it clear that based on
existing caste certificates criteria from family
lineage background and the caste and religious
claims made under the application by the
applicants, the Dalits should be offered caste
certificates (without any delay and harassment).
As aresult, the revenue department officials’
harassment in issuing (or denying) caste
certificates under the SC (Hindu) fold has come
down fromthen onwards, on a relative basis.

Additionally, the computerised application
process system and time-based sort out of
applications under E-Governance are also
paying a relatively hassle-free process in issue
of SC (Hindu) caste certificates. There is a
certain level of inherent logic in this process;
how the Mandal revenue officials cannot deny
SC Hindu status and certificates. Unless and
otherwise the Baptism offered by the Church
priest to the Dalits is established over
documentary evidence, then the Dalits cannot
be denied SC Hindu status by the Mandal
revenue department officials. Previously, most
Dalits were denied or harassed without offering
SC (Hindu) certificates based on mere Christian
elements appearances either in their houses or
on personal resemblance. As a result, KKR’s
direction has resulted in paving smooth transit

(adde sro088 |

| 158



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 18, Issue. 7, July 2021 /
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 P~

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

over issuing SC Hindu certificates to the eligible
Dalit applicants.

Though Dalits belong to various religious
backgrounds, due to the high level of historic
religious conversion mostly into Christianity, in
the Telugu region, they are considered as
Christians, by and large by the mainstream
society. As a result, at times, either intentionally
or otherwise, even stunt Hindu Dalits were
viewed and treated as Christian Dalits. Towards
this end, one can observe Mahesh Kathi
(Mahesh) incidence in the recent past in the
Telugu region. Mahesh was a noted professional
film critic in Tollywood. The word “Tollywood’
refers to the “Telugu film sector’. Mahesh used
to review professionally newly released Telugu
movies for popular television news channels and
online portals. His social credentials lay in SC
Hindu Madiga background from the
Rayalaseema region’s Chittor district. He was
academically well qualified and professionally
well talented and recognised among his
professional circles. In due course oftime, all
those sections and persons, who were
disgruntled with his movies criticism in the
mainstream media, started to brand him as a
‘paid professional film review critic’.

In the subsequent duration, due to the range
of'trolling and antagonistic propaganda carried
forward against his professional integrity,
Mahesh became a socio-political commentator
too. Specifically, he was seen and propagated
as anti to actor Pawan Kalyan; hence he was
regarded as antagonistic to the Kapu
community by certain sections, especially by
the Kapus, as observed majorly by Mahesh.
(Social Media, 2017) Mahesh was propagated
as belonging to a Christian Dalit background

and against the Hindu identity and religion; when
he critiqued from specific vantage points
Ramayana and Lord Rama. As aresult, Mahesh
repeatedly proved his SC Hindu credentials
throughout the rest of his life. In addition to this,
Mahesh used to now and then expressed his
opinions against (other) religious beliefs and
God. Mahesh instance clarifies how Dalits,
either in the SC Hindu fold or in different
religious sections, succumb to discrimination
solely based on historically inherited Dalit caste
identity. (Filter Kaapi, 2019) (Teltumbde,
2008)

The Christians in the Telugu region have a
fundamental problem related to the burial
grounds. The Christian burial grounds, mainly
in the urban areas, are filled with covered
corpses and build on cement structures. It is
the culture of the Christian religion to bury the
beloved dead family members, and as a mark
of respect, cement construction is laid by
placing a commemorative plaque. As a result
of the unofficial and uncounted Christian
population in the Telugu region, who mostly
belonged to the Christian Dalit background, the
burial grounds are filled over the years.
Moreover, governments have been failing to
allot new burial ground spaces. Having the right
to a dignified death and subsequent ceremonial
practices to be performed like honourable
burial is a fundamental right of every citizen and
covers under civil rights discourse. However,
in reality, the Christian Dalits are unable to have
dignified burial opportunities also after death.
Thus, from birth to death, the Christian Dalits
cannot have a proper dignified life. There is a
mutual failure on the part ofthe Christian Dalits
and governments in resolving this issue. Though
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the Dalit movement in the Telugu region is widely
popular, in reality, the Dalits fundamental rights,
like those related to honourable cremation
ceremonies, is curtailed due to caste discrimi-
nation. Thus, both the SC Hindus and Christian
Dalits face certain standard discriminatory
practices from birth to death. In a few notable
instances, the SC Hindus could not have
dignified burial opportunities due to objections
levelled by the Hindu upper caste sections,
primarily at village levels. (BBC News Telugu,
2021) (Ghanshyam Shah, 2008)

At another level, there is a romanticised
version of propagation that there is unity among
all the sections of Dalits, without recognising
the historical background of the Dalits, based
on inherited factors like social and cultural
aspects. As a result, AP Dalits’ romanticised
homogeneous social construction was forged,
primarily to oppose AP SC reservation sub-
categorisation issues raised and demanded by
the Madigas. Overall, while the Madiga’s
attempted to establish and make recognise
others the heterogeneous background of the
Dalits; on the other side, Mala’s tried to
compose and construct a forceful homogenous
identity for Dalits. However, in reality, Mala’s
attempts to pose homogenous background to
the Dalit identity failed. Moreover, onthe other
side, though the Madiga’s were unable to
achieve their AP SC reservation sub-
categorisation, they succeeded to establish on
the broader society the heterogeneous
composition of the Dalits, historically, culturally
and socially. (Sekhar, 2006) (P Muthaiah, 2008)
The same case applies even to the Christian
Madiga and Mala sections. Thus upon conver-
sion, Madiga and Mala Christian’s - historical,

social and cultural factors will not undergo
drastic variation, subject to a certain level of
degree of variation. (Louis, 2007b; Wilson,
1982)

Finally, to summarise and conclude, the
whole article provided a vivid glimpse into the
Dalits historical conversion background into
other religions like Christianity. Moreover, how
even after conversion to Christianity, Dalit
identity continues and perpetuates was
highlighted. Most significantly, the article also
highlighted the Indian State’s discriminatory
attitude against the Dalits, who converted to
non-Indic religions like Christianity. The 1950
Constitutional Order issued by the President
of India is undemocratic, illegal and unconsti-
tutional. However, the Indian political class and
judiciary are unable to rectify this mistake so
far. The whole case also establishes specific
points about how the Dalit movement on a pan-
India basis is weak, as they fail to engage with
the Christian Dalit reservation issue.

At last, towards the end, the article also
posed contemporary problems of Christian
Dalits, like related to burial grounds and how
they lack dignified burial even after death. Most
significantly, the thrust focus of'this article is
aimed at exposing the shallow nature of the AP
Dalit movement, which is failing to recognise
and fight for their cause of achieving SC
reservation to the Christian Dalits without
acquiring dubious SC (Hindu) caste certificates;
though they practice Christianity ardently in their
private realm. Thus, the article exposes the
specific shallow nature of the contemporary Dalit
movement in AP, how it cannot recognise its
problem to the fullest extent. But the contempo-
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rary AP Dalit leaders wage another democratic
fight for ‘favouring and opposing’ the AP SC
(Hindu) reservation sub-categorisation.
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Reading Yagnamwith a viewpoint of Universal Declaration
of Human Rights

- Dr. Venkata Ramaiah Gampa, Associate Professer, Dept. of Modern Indian Languages,

Delhi University, Delhi.

Yagnamis a Telugu textwritten by Kali-
patnam Ramarao who is famously known as
Kaaraa Master. As a Sahitya Akademi
Awardee KalipatnamRamarao has received
many accolades. His works have been famously
translated in many languages. Not only he writes
about the social reality and economic status of
middle class individuals but he equally focuses
on the pathetic lives of the poor downtrodden
people. Yagnamis one such work where he
peeks into the psychological state of poor
people. The entire story of Yagnam deals with
the issue of exploitation of the lower caste by
the tyrannical upper class.

The story begins when the protagonist
Appalaramudu borrows loan from Gopanna for
a stipulated time. Though, he has no intention
of'evading his responsibility of repayment. All
he seeks is just apostponement of the time
period for some time. The story alsoshows
Appalaramudu as a developing character.
Initially he appears to be verycompliant but
towards the end of'the story he emerges as a
strong voice against oppression. He fully
understands how this manipulation and
exploitation has myriad faces to be tackled by
the people of his community.

This article tries to read Kalipatnam
Ramarao’s classic text Yagnamthrough the
perspective of Human Rights as mentioned in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR). The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which is seen as a living document in the

21% century was adopted on December 10,
1948 by the General Assembly of the United
Nations. The doctrine of the present Human
Rights system is entirely based on this
multicultural andinstituting draft of UDHR. The
core values preserved in the foundational
document of UDHR are seen fully violated if
wesee the wretched plight of Appalaramudu.

All human beings are similar and equal. The
factor of humanity is neither different for an
upper caste man and the lower caste man nor
is it different for the rich and the poor. It is indeed
evident that the concept of humanity as well as
human dignity is shared by all irrespective of
their gender and caste. Article 1 of UDHR
clearly suggests “All human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and rights. They are
endowed with reason and conscience and
should act towards one another in a spirit of
brotherhood.”Whereas in Yagnamcaste
division is apparently seen in the small village
of Sundarapalem.

Kaaraa Master portrays how the non-
inclusiveness ofthe lower caste people in the
mainstream society has created a huge trench
within a small village. It is very ironic that the
mere concept of equality was not even
understood by erudite people like Sreeramulu
Naidu, Karnam and Munsiff. The biased
selection of an upper class man for the post of
president is indicative of how they got benefits
and special privilege just by their birth.On the
other hand the woeful state of lower class is
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left unseen, even in the name of modernity there
is no change hence their status remains stagnant.

If we see the second article of UDHR we
will find how it stresses upon the rights and
freedom of individuals. The very first line of
Article 2 asserts “Everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in Declaration,
without distinction of any kind, such as race,
color, sex . . . birth or other status. Furthermore,
no distinction shall be made on the basis of
political, jurisdictional or international status of
the country or territory to which a person
belongs. . . .”This article is the extension of the
previous article. But it cannot be fully applicable
to the story of Yagnam.Both the rights as well
as freedom of the poor lower class villagers
were in the hands of a few rich and upper class
people. They administer the environment and
thus exercise their authority over poor people.
For example the misuse of political power is
fully seen when Lakshma Naidu tries to
dominate other people.

Sreeramulu Naidu is another person who
ill-uses the privileges given to him as a
president.As an elected member his duties
should come first but he is seen evading his
political duties in order to fulfill his business and
other personal activities. Though he should be
accountable to look at the issues and problems
of'the people yet he made people wait for him
in order to deliver his judgment. Naidu is aware
what is truth hitherto he reserved his decision.
He wantsAppalaramudu to realize his mistake
that he has taken the loan and yet not paying it.
Hence neither this mistake is his (of Naidu) nor
the system can be fully blamed of. It is only the
Appalaramudu who is to be censured and is
responsible for his own fault.

Another prominent question raised in
Yagnam is about the discrimination between
humankind. Kaaraa Master tries to assess how
the racial discrimination is justified in the
societybetween upper class individuals and
the lower class people. This segregation
between two classes is the root cause of caste
based discrimination. Appalaramudu too is
aware of such kind of prejudices. He along with
his community members is doomed to live in
poverty.

Biasness on the basis ofjurisdiction level is
also seen in the story. Appalaramudu is aware
ofhow these powerful people implement their
superiority by asking them not to question and
raise their voice even if they encounter injustice.
Even Gopanna the justice seeker and loan giver
can notcross the boundaries of his village. He
has been meanderingly threatened not go to
another village in the pursuit ofjustice. This is
fairly a violation of the jurisdictional rights of
Gopanna. One can argue why he is seen reque-
sting in such a polite manner despite knowing
that justice will never be delivered to him? The
answer to this is he is aware that this system is
failed to fulfill the basic needs of these people.
He understands that the aspect of modernity is
worthless if it cannot uplift the life of
downtrodden people. One should not forget
that it iscongruently ironic that this modernity is
only raising the status of people belonging from
particular community.

Article 3 can be seen as a key article of
UDHR. It says “Everyone has the right to life,
liberty and security of person.”lt is argued if
this article is effusively realized in its fullest sense
in Yagnam? The answer is no because had it
been carried out in its complete sense the poor
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child would not have to give away his life. And
the strange reality of this is the poor child was
killed by none other than his own father
Seetharamudu. The aspect of ‘right to life’ stands
nowhere in the story.Moreover as a child his
security was entrusted in the hands ofhis own
father who did not give a second thought before
committing such a brutal act. Hence Seetha-
ramudu can be seen as a violator of the rights
ofhis own child.

By introducing a ‘death by killing’in the
concluding part the writer leaves the readers in
a deep shock. A lot of questions also remain
unanswered. Was it so necessary to kill a poor
soul? Can there be no other solution other than
that? And how justifiable is it to slaughter an
innocent child in order to save him from
bondage slavery? A lot of critics find the ending
bit disturbed. This should not be the exact
ending. However Sitharamudu illustrated his
own reasons and tries to prove his act by saying
that he does not desire for a disrespectable life
for his son. Nor would he ever permit his son
to be a part of'slavery system as he himself had
been.His killing also indicates how people do
not want such kind of a dog-like life. There-
foreSeetharamuduasserted that the execution
was a just act of deliverance.

It is questionable why Seetharamudu does
not wish the same life for his son? The prominent
answer lies in his own hatred against the slavery
system and against the oppression met by the
hands of upper class people. He is conscious
that he and his brothers from the same
community are subjected to menial works like
cleaning and tilling at someone’s land. And thus
they are born slaves or become slaves for
forever by people like Naidu.The articles

enclosed in UDHR adequately draw a link
between human beings and their inborn rights
which are generally manipulated within a society
at aminiature level. Here comes the application
ofArticle 4 of UDHR which mentions “No one
shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and
the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their
forms.” According to this article any kind of
slavery is forbidden. But we see ample
examples in Yagnam where people are forced
to enter in the life of serfdom by selling their
land.For a farmer their land is everything and if
their precious asset i.e. their land is gone they
feel lifeless.

Here, Article 4 has to be understood in
relation to Article 17 which says “Everyone has
the right to own property alone as well as in
association with others. No one shall be
arbitrarily deprived ofhis property.”A percepti-
ble violation of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights prompts us to ask where have
we failed in applying these core values in the
real life?In the circumstances provided
inKaaraa Master’s narrative poor people are
clearly seen deprived of their properties which
is their land.Appalaramudu is also duped in
selling ofhis ancestors land and hence robbed
off from his property. The upper class people
like Karnamand Munsiffleave no chance and
thus takes advantage ofthis situation in the name
of overcoming from the debt. They prompt the
lower class people to sell their land at a low
cost and thus engulf them in a never ending
process of enslavement. Thus, knowingly that
all the kinds of'slavery is barred they still practice
it. Inthe story Seetharamudutoo was persuaded
to give away his land but he remains static on
his decision of not sellingoft his land. He never
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wish the life where he has to work for others
and that is why he accursed his own father for
throwing him in the clutches of slavery.

Article 5 of UDHR is again important for it
says “No one shall be subjected to torture or
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.”It is obvious that nobody wants
to meet a humiliating treatment in his or her life.
But in the endKaaraa Master shows how lower
caste people were openly demeaned and
handled inhumanly as in the case of
Sitharamudu. While Article 6 declares that
“Everyone has the right to recognition
everywhere as a person before the law.” If we
consider this article we can say that the case
presented to us in Yagnamis quite adverse to
as it should be. Here, the upper case people
hold special privilege to lower caste ones. For
example powerful people like Naidu is
considered the deity of the small village.
Undeservingly, he is given so much respect and
importance he is not worthy of.Similarly his
brother-in-law Lakshmanaidu is given undue
importance because ofhis birth and economic
and political status. Whereas the position of
poor people like Appalaramudu, Gopanna,
Seetharamuduare unacknowledged. Hence the
level of recognition is biased for different kinds
ofpeople.
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