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J C Catford z?)f.’ao)sééngm, the untranslatibility
arise from two sources: one is a linguistic and
the other is culture. In the TT of Telugu Ad, the
same twin Sardar boys Sunny and Goldie were
portrayed. And the background children folk song

was chosen from Telugu literature (Cui 2012).
G TE ¢

Tata capital Ad - pehale aap

Hindi AVT (folk song) Telugu AVT (folk song)

Lakdi ke kathi........

Kathi se godha........

Godhe ki tum pe jo..

Maara ha thoda.....

Thoda thoda thoda ghoda tum utaake
daudaa...... !

(song repeats again fast)
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Voice over : Achaa lagtha hi koi apne bare mi
nahi pehale aapke bare mi soche. Voice over:
“‘Bxo o , & ¥353" Picture from Tata
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“The long awaited transformation of Kuchipudi from male dancers to
females and the marvelous thought of an inevitable change”.

- Bijina K K, Research scholar, RabindraSangit Dance and Drama, SangitBhavana, Visva-BharathiUiversity, W.B.

Abstract :

From the very time of the origin of Kuchi-
pudi, only men from Bhagavathulu families used
to perform this dance in the form of Kalapam,
Yakshaganam, and Kelika etc. It was Sri
VedantamlakshminarayanaSastry who was
one of'the three famous influential Kuchipudi
Dancers, very popularly known as Natya-Tra-
yam, introduced female dancers to Kuchipudi.
He is remembered and respected forever for
encouraging women to learn this divine dance
form. He taught this dance form to the women
fromall families irrespective of their community.
Women from Devadasi families who were
interested to learn this dance form were
encouraged by Sri Vedantam Lakshminarayana
Sastry. Credit of introducing Ekapatra Kelika
(Solo performances) also goes to him. Laksmi
NarayanaSastry not only introduced women to
this dance form, but also encouraged them to
develop as solo performers.

Keywords :
Kuchipudi, female dancers, existence,
exponent, changing traditions.

Vagarthavivasampruktouvagarthpratipattaye I
Jagatahpitarouvandeparvatiparameswarou I1

According to the Sanskrit verse, Lord Shiva
and Parvathi are the parents of the entire
creation consisting of movable and immovable
ones including the language. It is the woman
who gave birth to the Lord Brahma, Vishnu and
Maheswara who are the cause of creation,
operation and dissolution. She is the embodi-

BB SFOHOE

ment of Energy. She is the Supreme Mother.
At the outset of creation, she formed an
enclosure with the primal sound OM (AUM)
over a cot supported by four legs namely
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha. The cot
was laced with the six foes i.e. Kama, Krodha,
Lobha, Moha, Mada and Matsarya, over
which she produced the trinity. Since then,
Brahma became the creator, Vishnu the
operator and Maheswara the dissolver. Thus
they have been playing the role of regeneration.
Greatness must be attributed to the woman for
being the cause of trinity. So in our Bharath
(indian) tradition, woman was given predomi-
nance according to the Vedic dictum “Matru-
devobhava”.

Woman is :

The Giver of Birth

Goddess of Education

Presiding deity ofthe Gayatri Mantra
Bestower of Riches

* & o o

Wife is known as better halfin accordance
with our age-old tradition of Arthanaree-
swaraTattvam. This enables both the scholar
and the commoner to understand the
importance of the woman. The Veda of Dance
(Natyaveda) whose originators were Shiva and
Parvathidescended from the sky on to the earth
following the request of LordBrahma and
celestials such as Indra.Parvathi is the smiling
form while Parameswara is the Nataraja
performing Tandava dance. Thus dance is the
blend of the two. Most famed dancers of the
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divine world are the Rambha, Urvasi and
Menaka. Due importance was given to the eves
in the context of the dance scribes.

Verse :
Sambhurgouritathas brahma
madhavonandikeshawara 1
DattilokohakaschaivaYajinavalkyaschanaradahall
Hanuman
vighnarajaschashanmukhothabrihaspatihi
Arjunoravanaschaivakanyabanaushatathaall
Etebhartakartarobhuvaneshuprakeertitaha.

Shiva, Parvathi, Brhma, Mahava, Nandi-
keswara, Dattila, Kohala, Yajnyvalka, Narad,
Hanuman, Vighnaraja, Kumar wamy,
Brihaspati, Arjuna and Ravana are famous as
dance masters. Ushasundari,the daughter
ofBanasura who received a boon from lord
Shiva to act as the gate-keeper to his fort on
earth, was the direct disciple of Goddess
Parvathi. Thus the art of dance that descended
from the divine world has undergone several
changes according to the regional traditions.
For example it was practiced in Andhra Pradesh
state as ‘Kuchipudi’state derived from the name
of'the village Kuchipudi in Krishna district. It
was Bhratanatyam in Tamilnad, Kathakali in
Kerala, Odissey in Odisha, Kathak in north
Hindustan, and Manipuri in Manipur. Thus the
dance assumed six characteristic names in India.
Entry of women dancers :

In the entire creation, the woman plays
incomparable roles like risking her life while
giving birth to children, satisfying hunger, giving
education and providing wealth. This is the
reason why she occupies a worshippable place
in the Vedas and stands in the forefront. Along
with the progress of civilization, particularly in

BB SFOHOE

the modern times there is no sector which is
not touched by the woman. They are proving
their merits wherever they are and even
outdoing men in certain areas. Apart from their
presence in the 64 traditional arts the dames
showed their excellence in the following fine arts
namely:

1. Music 2. Literature 3. Sculpture
4. Drawing/Painting and 5. Dance.

MS Subbalakshmi carved a niche for herself
in Carnatic vocal (music) while it was poetess
Molla who hailed from a humble background
wrote Ramayana. Similarly women figured in
the first row in the fields of Sculpture, drawing/
painting and Dance too. As for the Kuchipudi
dance which is the subject proper, men alone
had access to it. With a view to bringing global
fame to Kuchipudi, theKuchipudi pioneer,
visionary and great guru late Vedantam
Lakshminrayana Sastry provided access to
women also.It would be in the fitness of things
to make an attempt to know about his life
history ofthe legend.

Life history of the Kuchipudi exponent
(VedantamLakashmiNarayanaSastry) :

Kuchipudi explorer Vedantam Lakshmi-
narayana Sastrywas born in the year 1886 in
Kuchipudi village of Krishna district in Andhra
Pradesh, India. He was the fond kid of
Ramesam and Savitramma and studied Sanskrit
and Telugu along with the practice ofthe art of
Bharata muni which dance was named after him.
Sastri was an adept performer of Gollaveshams
in the attire of cowherds. He used to perform
solo dance items in accordance with the books
of Natyasastraabhinayadarpana etc. He laid an
exclusive way in the solo performances of
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Ashtapadis of Jayadeva, Kshetrayya and
Sarangapanipadams, javali, Ramayana Sabdam
etc. He displayed the solos by repeating one
Charana in Sancharibhava producing the rasa
contextually. The kuchipudi dance solos which
we see today are his true copies. Sastriwho
was the trendsetter of solos was an expert in
acting for Slokas and brought great popularity
to them.Sastri performed with joined and
separate hands in order to make the common
man understand the meaning of each line of the
Sanskrit verse. An expert in performance, Sastri
displayed his performance for Sanskrit verses
of Srikrishnakarnamutam, Pushpbanavilapam,
Natyasastram, Abhinayadarpanam and taught
his disciples practically. He was an expert in
performing dance items along with relevant hand
and leg movements and facial expressions.He
used to teach his students “Practice like you
have never won and Perform like you never
lost.”” He also taught that Dancers need no wings
to fly.

Exponent’s ideology :

Kuchipudi dance is derived from our ancient
Vedic and puranic wealth which at the outset
was created by lord Shiva in the form of
Nataraja and streamlined by the Bharatamuni.
In short it is the essence of vedas, Upanishads,
puranas, itihasas in a most scientific way of
presenting our ancient glory in a beautiful,
melodious and touching manner. It is also held
that Lord Brahma created it as the Bharata
Alankarsastra, practiced by Bharatamuni and
emerged as Kuchipudi dance form.According
to researches on the history of dance it came
to light that Sanskrit roopakams were displayed
in dance formin the 11" century. Later in 13
century Siddhendra yogi created Bhama
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kalmpam which was the first Telugu deseeya
Drusya prabandham. In 14" century, Kelika
was displayed and the kuchipudi dance carved
people and created social awareness among
people.Next Solo dance was discovered and
it was easily followed by dancers in ways
suitable to the changing times. Later Kuchipudi
imbibed the other dance traditions too for
contemporariness by display of Nrutyanata-
kams and Nrityaroopakams which became
famous. Kuchipudi dance which began as
Sanskrit roopakams, became invincible with
Bhamakalapams, cited social consciousness
with kelikas and emboldened itself with
Yakshaganam by perrforming nuances in solos.
Thus Kuchipudi carved a niche for itself in the
world map in the area of dance.

Accoding to the social conditions prevailing
in those days, Kuchipudi for a long time was
restricted to men alone. In the 18" century, it
was the broadmind and farsightedness of late
Vedantamlakshminarayanasastry that enabled
entry of women into the dance field regardless
of caste,creed, gender and religion. Otherwise
women’s talents would have remained dormant
and their role restricted to kitchens only. Women
are deeply indebted to the dance exponent for
bringing their talents light and making them
famous in the world.

Consequences :

The world famous Kuchipudi dance was the
forte of men only initially. But the Kuchipudi
exponent Vedantamlakshminarayanasastry
who was a visionary created space for women
also in 18 the century. At first, he taught the
dance to Devadasis who used to perform dance
in the temples enabling their free movement in
the society. Lack of transport facilities and
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protection to women and also absence of proper
stages for dance performance for dance
performances were some handicaps for them.
Yet Kuchipudibhagavatas used to move on foot
from place to place and used to travel long
distances braving hot sun and drenching rains.
They faced ridicules in the society also. They
used to prepare Aharyam (attire) with wooden
planks and prepared colors for makeup to their
faces. Yet they were bent upon bringing
kuchipudi dance to lime light. Periods (monthly
cycle) were also an obstruction to women
because of which men used to don women
roles.Owing to the social progress, women too
volunteered to enter the field and the
encouragement by the Bhagavatas also helped
them to fulfill their ambition to learn and perform
dance. Consequently many women dancers
learnt kuchipudi dance dedicatedly and scaled
dizzy heights. All the credit goes to the
Kuchipudi exponent Vedantam Lakshmi-
naryanasastry for his relentless efforts to
develop the dance form worldwide.
Conversely, women are more in the field of
dance while men are less. Too much of anything
is bad. So it would be better if men too take
equal spirit to learn Kuchipudidance to maintain
the balance.
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Conclusion :

It 1s the result of the hardest, sincere and
restless efforts of some group of female dancers.
By which Kuchipudi has reached today’s status
from a state where it was once the monopoly
of' male artists. It is sure that the sole right of
Kuchipudi would be in the palms of female
dancers within 10 to 20 years. It will remain as
the sole art of females. The Great Kuchipudi
Dancers namely Balasarawathi, Vijayalakshmi,
Dr. Uma Ramarao, Dr.JonnalagaddaAnuradha,
BalaKondalRao, ArunaBhikshu, Alekhya
Punchela, Vanajauday etc. are not only made
the audience spell bound with their wonderful
creative performance but also trained many
new practitioners with utmost determination and
dedication in order to express their gratitude
for the blessings they received fromall over the
world. In the present generation also many
female dancers are learning the dance form with
utmost interest and enthusiasm following the
footsteps of their Gurus and contributing their
level best to the art form by giving performance
on various themes under the guidance of their
respective Gurus...
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