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&% History of British India(1818)yE “The condition
of the women is one of the most remarkable
circumastances in the manners of nations.
Among rude people, the women are generally
degraded; among civilised people they are
exalted... A state of dependence more strict and
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humiliating than that which is ordained for the
weaker sex among the Hindus cannot easily be
conceived.... Nothing can exceed the habitual
contempt which the Hindus entertain for their
women... Hardly ae they ever mentioned in their
laws, or other books, but as wretches of the most
base and vicious inclinations, on whose nature
no virtuous or useful qualities can be ingrafted....
They are held, accordingly, in extreme
degradation. They are, by system, deprived of
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Artistic Influences on the Films of Srijit Mukherjee

- Dr. Sudarshan Yadav, Assistant Professor, Department of Mass Communication,

Central University of Jharkhand.

- Mr. Wrishav Roy, Mass Communication Student, Central University of Jharkhand.

Srijit Mukherji is a prominent Bengali film
director of India. Mostly he is the screenwriter
of his films apart from being the director.
Mukherjee has directed 17 films tillnow, among
them 16 films are in Bengali only one in Hindi.
He came to be recognised in the world from
his very first feature film Autograph. His released
films' are, as of 2019: Autograph (2010),
Baishe Srabon (2011), Hemlock Society
(2012), Mishawr Rawhoshyo (2013),
Jaatishwar (2014), Chotushkone (2014),
Nirbaak (2015), Rajkahini (2015), Zulfigar
(2016), Begum Jaan (2017), Yeti Obhijaan
(2017), Uma (2018), Ek Je Chhilo Raja
(2018), ShahJahan Regency (2019), Vinci Da
(2019), Gumnaami (2019), and Dwitiyo Purush
(2019). Out of these films his eight (8) films
were commercially successful and have won
seven National Awards. His films were featured
in 30 national and international film festivals.

He is considered as the new age Bengali
film director who is considered to have revived
the golden age of Bengali cinema as well as the
art and aesthetics of stalwarts like Satyajit Ray,
Ritwik Ghatak, and Mrinal Sen.

Srijit’s films are a mixture of old ‘Bengali
Bhadrolok’culture and contemporary
neoliberalism thought, where middle-class
characters play the major role.? In Autograph
one can find Arun Chatterjee, his friend Ashish
and Parthapratim Nag, director Subho and his
live-in partner Srinandita; Meghna Sarkar,

BB SFOHOE

Ananda Kar, Dr. Chittaranjan Basu, singer
Siddhartha Roy in Hemlock Society and other
characters like Himadri from Uma, Samson
Gomse from Nirbaak are all reflecting a
particular class and all share acommon lifestyle.
Among them some contain old fashioned
thoughts whereas others ask reasonable
questions related to contemporary society.

For a long time, no one in Bengal made
movies with such story consisting lots of
references and artistic influences. Poems of
Jibananda Das, Binay Majumdar, Shakti
Chattopadhyay and Michael Madhusudan Dutt
feature in his films with special treatment to
Tagore. Nirbaak is influenced from the works
of Salvador Dali. Baishe Shrabon is a tribute
to the poets of who somehow never became
popular or got published. Like these, other films
of Srijit and some of the characters of those
films show literary and artistic influence.
Jaatishwar (reincarnate) is the story of Hensman
Anthony who became popular as Anthony
Firingee (Firingee referring to him being a
foreigner) in 19" century Bengal who was born
and brought up in this country and had an
immense interest in music. The movie gives
some glimpses of Anthony’s life and
environment of ‘Kobigaan’ in contemporary
Bengal. Rajkahini is heart wrenching story of
partition, here the title and climax are influenced
from Abanindranath Tagore’s novel ‘Rajkahini’
at the same time the story and depiction of
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contemporary situation is totally influenced from
writings of Manto, Ismat Chughtai, Amrita
Pritam, Urvashi Butalia and many others.
Hemlock Society based on ‘suicide society’ is
a kind of simulacra.

Dialogues and songs are important factors
in Srijit Mukherji’s movies because it is
necessary to tell the story with appropriate
dialogues which suit time and space. When
Meghna was missing and Dr. Chittaranjan Das
was worried about his daughter, his wife said
‘Chitta tahole bhoysunyo noy’ (means he is
afraid) is actually references Tagore’s famous
line ‘Chitta jetha bhoysunyo, uccho jetha sir’
(Where the mind is without fear and head is
held high) from poem ‘Prarthana’. Anthony
Firingee, Bhola Moyra, Ram Basu,
Jogyeshwari and other Kobigan competitors
and in last Rohit Mehta make Jaatishwar musical
masterpiece through the different stages of
‘Kobiganer Lorai” with other Bengali tracks,
meaningful and well composed by Kabir
Suman.

The Analysis of the Films :

For this discussion on the artistic influences
on the work and art of Srijit Mukherjee
altogether nine films were selected. These films
were directed and written by Srijit Mukherjee
only. The films are Autograph, Baishe Shraon,
Hemlock Society, Jaatishwar, Chotushkone,
Nirbaak, Rajkahini, Zulfiqur and Uma. The
influence in terms of director, Author/ Poet and
Theoretical Influences were analysed.
Autograph:

In the film Autograph one can see the
influences of Satyajit Ray and Ingmar Bergman.
The director has infact dedicated the film to two
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Bengali stalwarts, Satyajit Ray and Uttam
Kumar. Ray made his famous film ‘Nayak’ with
Uttam Kumar, who has a charismatic image of
Mahanayak (Greatest Cine Star) in Bengal. So,
the movie Autograph is hugely inspired by these
two persons as it tries to revisit Nayak by plot,
direction and through various other means. The
directors, Satyajit Ray and Ingmar Bergman,
have a direct impact in this film as the character
in the film, the debutant director of Ajker
Nayak, Subha said himself about giving tribute
to these two great directors. Yes, there are
obvious references to Ray’s Nayak in
Autograph. The film-within-the-film in
Autograph is titled Ajker Nayak. As the
shooting of Ajker Nayak commences, one finds
more similarities cropping up. The encounter
between Aditi (Sharmila Tagore), the reporter,
and Arindam Mukherjee (Uttam Kumar), the
Nayak, on Rajdhani Express has been location-
wise updated and now takes place in an
aeroplane. So, here Nandana Sen was acting
as Srinandita (Srin in short), the reporter, and
Prosenjit in the role of Arun Chatterjee, Bengali
cinema’s superstar. Srinandita’s first lines asking
for anautograph from Arun Chatterjee is straight
from Nayak. Dialogues in the film-within-the-
film are strikingly reminiscent of Nayak.

There are similarities in the plot as well. In
Autograph, Arun is surrounded by a bunch of
sycophants, masquerading as friends. Here,
too, there’s the well-meaning, if stern, stage
director exhorting Arun not to join films, very
much like Shankarda in Nayak. Here, too,
there’s a siren of a budding actress, landing at
the door of Arun in the middle ofthe night to
display her numerous talents. There are
resemblances to Ingmar Bergman’s Wild
Strawberry.
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Baishe Srabon :

Srijit Mukherji’s second film shares the same
title with another Bengali director Mrinal Sen’s
1960 film title, Baishe Srabon. However, Baishe
Srabon (1960) is the third film directed by
Mrinal Sen; It is a tragic love story, set
somewhere around the 1943 Bengal famine. It
is based on a relationship between a newly-
wedded couple, an ugly middle-aged man and
his sixteen year old beautiful wife. The film was
shot in a village, Mankar, 50 kms away from
Calcutta. Ifthis show that Mrinal Sen’s Baishe
Shrabon was inspired from Bengal famine, Srijit
Mukheji’s film clearly depicts poetic influence
and the movie is also dedicated to poets of
hungry generation. Poetic references have been
used to weave the story. Poets and poetry is
always a part of Bengali living that Rabi Thakur
has become an integral part of it. In this
Psychological thriller, he played an important
role. Not only the film is named on his death
anniversary, but his name is brilliantly used to
create suspense in the story. This film’s plot is
based on four killings and each linked with the
poetry by Sukumar Ray, Jibabanada
Das, Binoy Majumdar and Shakti Chatto-
padhyay respectively. Interestingly, Binoy
Majumdar and Shakti Chattopadhyay were part
of Hungry generation movement in 1960; which
is an integral part of this film. Lonely
poet Nibaran Chakraborty, who is a strong
believer of Hungry generation movement, is one
ofthe most interesting characters in the film and
his death is linked with Michel Madhusudan
Dutta. All the death in the movie linked with
poetry and death anniversary of respective
poets.
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Hemlock Society :

The movie draws influence from Hrikesh
Mukherjee’s famous movie ‘Anand’. In both
the movies the central character is named Anand
and both of them are suffering from Cancer.
Anand has lymphosarcoma of the intestine, a
rare type of cancer in Hrishikesh Mukherjee’s
film. In Hemlock Society, Ananda has
Lymphocytopenia, a medical condition for
which he would survive only for two more
years.

This is a very strong insight into
psychological dilemma about the primal
existence of life. Hemlock Society reflects the
philosophy of Simulacra by showing process
of suicide to suicide aspirants. Simulacram is
representation or imitation of a person or thing.
This theory also inspires pop art, Italian neo-
realism and French new wave. The movie
reiterates the fact that “you can shock someone
by letting her know that death is impending and
inescapable’. Protagonist Ananda Kar who is
a cancer patient inspires suicide aspirants to live.
He has formed a society called Hemlock
Society which trains people how to commit
perfect suicide. Scenes from 47 minute 30 sec.
to 50 minute 25 second show he introduces a
three-day workshop where students will learn
about various processes to commit suicide. For
teaching those processes, he has appointed
several experts. It shows how killing oneself'is
a difficult task. It reflects when students were
asked to perform practical task to cut hand or
shoot in mouth, they felt terrible. So experiencing
the killing process from so close they change
their mind to live. Also usage of Rabindra
sangeet is there.
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Jaatishwar (A Musical of Memories) :

Srijit Mukherji attempted to pay tribute
through his film to a cult song with the same
name “Jatishwar” by Kabir Suman, one of the
greatest song-writers and singer of modern
Bengal. The story of ‘Jaatishwar’ revolves
around Hensman Anthony. He is a 19™ century
Bengali Kabiyal poet and singer of Portuguese
origin. In the film, Kushal Hazra is a character
in the modern day Bngal who claims that he is
the reincarnation of Hensman Anthony. The
narrative spans around two centuries and during
this time how the evolution of Bengali modern
music happened. It covered the musical journey
through the ages of Kirtan, Tappa, Bhatiali and
other types of folk music, with an underlying
love story. This clearly depicts that Hensman
Anthony or Anthony Phiringi has influence in
film as his musical journey is shown in this film.
Kushal grieves that the visions of his previous
life as Anthony is haunting him. He describes
those visions to Rohit whose dissertation topic
is based on Antony Phiringi.

Chotushkone :

In Chotushkone, there is no direct influence
ofany director, author, poet and theory but there
are inspirations in this movie but present in a
different form. The story of Chotushkone
revolves around the past and the present in the
world ofthe Bengali film industry through the
journey of four film directors portrayed by
directors in real life - Goutam Ghose, Aparna
Sen, Chiranjeet Chakraborty and Parambrata
Chatterjee. The mysterious ‘producer’ in the
filmis also a real life director, Koushik Ganguly,
who makes a cameo appearance in the
beginning and in the end. They all are stalwarts
in Bengali film industry and their indirect
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influence is visible in the movie as the four
directors tell their short film stories throughout
the film. Apart from that, reference from Greek
mythology has been drawn in later part of the
movie when Joy intends to kill those three
directors Trina, Dipto and Shakyo in his own
story inspired from real life characters. He
mentions ‘Nemesis’ as his title for his film
because it will be perfect revenge of an old
dispute.

From 30 minute to 44 minute, it tells
Shakyo’s story with characters accusing him
of not doing justice to them reminds one of a
Mrinal Sen’s telefilm Tasveer Apni Apni (1984)
where the protagonist pops-out of an author’s
novel accusing him of creating a tragic fate for
his own character.

Nirbaak :

As per the director Srijit Mukherji a painting
from Salvador Dali inspired him to make the
movie. The movie tells about surreal love story
where love is flowing from tree to human to
animal to corpse. Silent love is common
between a dog, a tree, a corpse and a narcissist.
Love is the common thread which binds these
four stories together. First story, scenes from 5
minute to 28 minute show that a narciccist loves
himself so much and then unable to recognise
himself when he wakes up after an accident.
Then in second story, a tree loves a woman,
scenes from 33 minute to 37 minute depicts
the love of tree for the women. One day she
falls asleep under the tree. The tree is shown to
make platonic love with her even ejaculating
Juices fromits branch. Scenes from 53 minute
to 1 hour 8 minute tells the third story where
that woman has a boyfriend, Rahul whose pet
bitch, Bingi loves him but hates his girlfriend.

151



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 17, Issue. 4, April 2020
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

-

X UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

Even the bitch caused an accident which killed
that woman. Then fourth story starts when the
woman’s corpse was taken to morgue where
its caretaker Mrityunjoy falls in love with that
corpse. Scenes from 1 hour 14 minute to 1 hour
24 minute show he dreamt about marrying her
and the corpse also caused his death when
some goons killed him as he refused to give her
body to the goons. At the end, his body enters
nto the same morgue when his lady love’s body
is taken away for identification and it defines
separation and the ‘love thread’ ends its
journey. There is an influence of surrealism.
Rajkahini :

The title of the film shows literary influence
as it is taken from Abanindranath Tagore’s novel
‘Rajkahini’ which tells the story of legendary
Rani Padmini of Rajputana. Apart from that,
this novel itselfhas significance in this film as in
the climax, the film connects the story with
Jauhar Pratha (women immolating themselves
to keep their honour safe) written in the book.
In an interview before the film’s release, Srijit
Mukherjee talked about how he became
mterested in stories of the Partition after watching
the teleserial, “Tamas’, and later, through veteran
director Ritwik Ghatak’s films. Ghatak’s
portrayal of partition is among finest in India as
he directed famous partition trilogy- Meghe
Dhaka Tara (The Cloud Capped Star) 1960;
Komal Gandhar (E Flat) 1961; and
Subarnarekha (The Golden Thread) 1962.
There are also clear references from Saadat
Hassan Manto’s works in the film, something
that is mentioned even in the opening credits.

Zulfigar :
Adaptation of English play is not new in India
as Romeo and Juliet become warlords in a
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remote village of Gujarat in Ramleela or in
Haider, Hamlet turns up as a misguided freedom
fighter from Kashmir. But adapting two plays
from William Shakespeare is first-of-its-kind in
India. Zulfigar is influenced from Julius Caesar
and Antony and Cleopatra. Recreating a play
that was staged in Europe in the sixteenth
century in the context of socio-economic
politics ofa miniscule region of a metropolis is
not easy. Referencing Shakespeare in Zulfiqar
the movie presents a slice of Rome in the dock
area of Kolkata; Senate turns into Syndicate
and Caesar falls not because Brutus loved Rome
more but because Bashir Khan always tried to
prove his love for country. So characters are
the clear influence from those epic plays but
based on modern day story.

Uma:

Though Uma has no significant artistic
influence, the story is inspired by the real-life
story of Evan Leversage, a terminally ill
Canadian boy from St. George, Ontario, whose
dying wish of witnessing Christmas celebrations
for one last time moved the entire townsfolk to
organize a ‘fake Christmas’ several months
before that year’s actual Christmas. Srijit
replaced Christmas with Durga Puja and
presented a story of a young girl, Uma, is
fighting for her life with a terminal disease and
despite living in Switzerlannd, she desperately
wants to visit Kolkata during Durga Puja. Here
the director showed mythical inspiration to
creating a ‘fake Durga Puja’ in the city of
Kolkata n April, which is quite impossible. The
traditional time for Durga Puja coincides with
what is celebrated as Ram Navami in north
India in spring, it’s only because, as the myth
goes, Lord Rama needed to invoke the
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Goddess Durga to overcome Ravana that he
organized an ‘untimely’ Durga Puja and
subsequently that is how the festival came to
be celebrated in autumn.

Conclusion :

Several artistic influences can be seen in
Srijit Mukherji’s film. Largely he is influenced
by the Bengali artists, writers and poets. Satyajit
Ray, Uttam Kumar, Ritwik Ghatak,
Rabindranath Tagore, Malay Ghatak, Hensman
Antony and many other artists are usded as
references or show influence in films like
Autograph, Baishe Srabon, Chotushkone and
Jaatishwar. Apart from that global influence is
also present in films like Nirbaak, Autograph,
and Hemlock Society. Also one can find different
theoretical influences on the films of Srijit
Mukherji. Some of the film theories by which
his work was influenced are feminist theory,
surrealism, Simulacra, geo-political theory,
Marxist theory, auteur theory, ideological
theory. Mythical influence of Devi Bhagwat
Purana is showed in movie Uma. So it is easily
visible the circle of influence which can be seen
in Srijit’s movies are simple as well as broad.

Sankhayan Ghosh puts that the films of Srijit
are examples of contemporary Bengali
commercial cinema at its best; in others, one

References :

¢
Press, USA, 1977

could argue that the ideas are better than the
movies. One way or another, he further adds
that Mukherji has changed the urban Bengali
film, and can be considered one of the most
influential film-makers today in Kolkata.’® It
seems that Srijit works for contemporary
audience without undermining cinematic value
ofa film. His work distinguishes him from other
contemporary directors. In most ofhis movies
apart from directing, he has written the script/
dialogue which gives the director more
independence.

On the surface, theatrical film seems most
closely comparable to stage drama. James
Monaco puts that we watch a play as we will;
we see a film only as the filmmaker wants us to
see it. And in film we also have the potential to
see a great deal more. “Art covers such a wide
range ofhuman endeavor that it is almost more
an attitude than an activity. Over the years, the
boundaries of the meaning of the word have
expanded, gradually yet inexorably.”™ So
recording art as we watch through film is not
limited to a certain point of view, its diversity
shapes its message through director’s vision and
idea. If one carefully watch Srijit’s films, one
can easily understand various spectrums a
director deals with.

Monaco, James, How to Read a Film: Movies, Media and Multimedia; Oxford University

¢ https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3797575/; Accessed on 30 January 2020.

¢ Mukherjee, Madhuja; Bakshi, Kaustav, A Brief Introduction to Popular Cinema in Bengal:
Genre, Stardom, Public Cultures, Routledge, South Asian History and Culture, Published

online: 23 Mar 2017.

BB SFOHOE

153


https://www.imdb.com/name/nm3797575/;

BHAVAVEENA s .
Vol, 17, Issue. 4, April 2020 m% UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 underArts and Humanities Category

¢ Hayward Susan, Cinema Studies- The Key Concept, 2™ edition, Routledge, London and
New York.

¢ Rajadhyaksha Ashish, Willemen Paul, Encyclopaedia of Indian Cinema, Routledge, 2012.

¢ https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/screen/chotuskhone-a-new-angle-bengali-
a-new-angle/

¢ Ghosh Sankhayan, Srijit Mukherji: ‘I have a lot of stories to tell and little time in hand’
(Interview), LiveMInt, 01 April 2017. Available from: https://www.livemint.com/Leisure/

0deHbiMKvbxSriNVVRmHsM/Srijit-Mukherji-I-have-a-lot-of-stories-to-tell-and-
little.html; Accessed on: 30 March 2020.

¢ http://www.indrasishghosh.com/blog/art-film-director/; Accessed on December 2020.
o Xo R

oD SOV BE 154


https://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/screen/chotuskhone-a-new-angle-bengali-
https://www.livemint.com/Leisure/
http://www.indrasishghosh.com/blog/art-film-director/;

BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 17, Issue. 4, April 2020
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

-

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

“Blurring Zones of Genres in Folk and Folk Theater of
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana”

- Dr.Govindaraju Bharadwaza, Associate Professor, School of Performing and Visual Arts, IGNOU, New Delhi.

The folk and folk theatre origin and
development in India especially in South Indian
context requires a special mention. Regarding
the issue of origins folk art forms of there are
divergent views expressed by various scholars
based on historical evidences and as well as
written texts. Those scholars who show literary
evidence from historical records as testimony
to trace back the origin cling to notion of
evolutionary model. As per this model the art
forms emerged as a simple form later developed
into complex form. The evolutionists tried to
see the art forms as resultant of the growth of
social system responding to the needs of
religious ideologies. Therefore the art forms
grew from simple to complex form at least in
their textual repositories.

The second set of scholars who advocate
the devolutionary model based their arguments
on written texts on folk art forms as their
evidences to conceptualize the art forms coming
from ‘above’. According to devolutionary
model, the full blown art forms are creations of
the elite literate strand of culture and the
fragments of the art forms is handed over to
the folk illiterate strata of social structure. The
scholars of devolutionary premise strongly
believed that the present day structures of folk
art forms are nothing but the fragmented text/
performances of a major structures such as
ballads, folk narratives, rituals and etc.

Yet another school of thought with regard
to the origins art forms suggest diffusion mode.
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The wide spectrum of disposal of similar art
forms across the places in India at least in South
India, according to the diffusionists would have
occurred due to the culture contact. It is difficult
to establish any one of the above mentioned
viewpoints as authentic. For each School of
Thought could not bring in concrete evidences
to prove the fact but argumentatively
hypothesized with certain assumptions. The
structural details ofthe folk art forms of Southern
Indian can be understood with the following
diagram. Based on the above model different
art forms started flourishing around the village
deities, depicting different Gods of artisans, caste
myths , ballads of heroic personalities and
narratives of martyrs and so on. In other words
in the age of development of settlements of rural
villages at least five types different art forms
can be found based on the context and space.

1. Village deities: People belongs to different
cast are used to participate praise of local
deities. It was a huge gathering of people
irrespective of caste, creed and of course
status. It was more than a community
gathering including almost all the
population of a respective areas
celebrating a festival of worship.

2. Tutelarydeities of Artisans: Each
profession started believing in one tutelary
deity. The worship of such deities are
limited to a particular profession. In such
worship it is more devotion than
celebration.
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3. Caste myths: When professions got
legitimized slowly the different castes
started emerge and a social structure
created. The powerful castes started to
dominate to keep the authority within
their caste over the other caste. Such
domination was also seen in the art
forms. Slowly the sub-castes started to
emerge and they survive on praising the
patron caste by performing the caste
myth of the patron caste. In such
performances are more ritual in nature.
Sometimes the other caste influence also
seen if they have a place in the caste myth
ofaparticular community.

4. Ballads of Heroic personalities: The
performances narrating the sacrifices of
male and female personalities of different
caste especially from a lower strata for a
particular cause are performed as ballads.
The sacrifices of people of a universal
cause helping a group of people
belonging to one particular area would
the main content of these ballads. The
most important element in such
performances is the acceptance of such
sacrifices of a lower caste people by
higher caste authority.

5. Sacrifices of Martyrs: The art forms
depicting the stories martyrs of a
particular caste in the form of epic poetry
and theatrical and semi-theatrical
performances of caste specific are
included in this category.

Sometimes the caste myths and ballads and
sacrifices of martyrs overlap each other
depending upon their place of performance. In
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other words the context and space will influence
such performances to categorization. So the
above mentioned categorized is macro division
not micro division. The above mentioned
categorization can be best understood by the
following diagram.

The first and two categories might have
stared a bit early may be only categories were
there. The village deity and tutelary deity were
worshipped by the people. So in the process
all the people in the villages used to take part in
village deity celebrations and in tutelary deity
celebration only the people belongs to a
particular profession used to participate. Let
us examine this with a diagram.

The first village deity celebrations in which
all people celebrate is represented by the circle.
Without any friction between one tutelary deity
and the other the celebrations of such deities
are represented by the intersecting circles.
These forms are profession specific and
celebrated independently and such forms can
be called as continuous forms. When the

156



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 17, Issue. 4, April 2020
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

-

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

5. SOCIAL FORMS(SECULAR-NON SECULAR)

4. SOCIAL FORMS (STRATIFIED CASTE)

3. PROCESSION FROMS

2. TEMPLE FORMS

1. RITUAL FORMS

2. TEMPLE FORMS

3. PROCESSION FROMS

4. SOCIAL FORMS (STRATIFIED CASTE)

5. SOCIAL FORMS ( SECULAR-NON SECULAR)

professions slowly replaced by the castes total
village used to celebrate village deityworships,
ballads and caste myths performed by only few
castes and slowly each performances except
the village deity has become a caste or a
community specific art forms. But certain art
forms crossing the different zones and placing
themselves in the borders of other art forms
Jumping from one zone to other by creating both
generic forms and of course maintaining one
main generic continuum developed into
intersecting formats. This can be understood
by the following diagram.

Source: Modali Nagabhushana Sarma’s
Lochana

In the evolution of folk art forms by
observing the above model it is assumed that it
might have took place in five different models.
In order to understand the evolution one has to
study all five stages. It cannot happen in one
day. It might have taken some hundreds of years
to arrive into different models.

First Stage :
In sanctum sanctorum of temples used to
perform the different rituals corresponding to
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the deity of the temple. They are mostly
ritualistic. Some scholars opined that each ritual
leads to a myth or a myth leads to a ritual. Most
of'these rituals and myths have the elements of
performance. In order words they lead to a
performance either depicting myth or a pure
ritual worshiping the God or Goddess.

Second Stage :

The forms usually performed outside the
temple. They are usually related to temple only.
In other words they are the forms which do not
advocate to be performed in the temple itself.
So these performances are permitted only in
the vicinity of the temples.

Third Stage :

In third stage these forms are usually called
as procession forms. As a tradition in many of
the temples especially in South India the replica
ofmain God is taken out for procession to reach
the unreached devotees of the village or an area.
During the procession many art forms ae
performed during the process.

Fourth Stage :

At this stage the forms are more or less
social forms but the main content of the
performances are religious based. These forms
are performed after the ritualistic performances
in the sanctum sanctorum for the devotees. The
main themes ofthese performances are usually
from Ramayana and Mahabharata.

Fifth Stage :

In fifth stage the performances are for pure
entertainment. They are performed before the
huge gatherings of general public during the
festivals. The content of these performances are
mostly humor in nature than devotion. In other
words they are non-religious. They are meant
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for a general gathering irrespective of cast and
creed.

To surmise the above discussion in the five
stages discussed above if one observes closely
it is evident that in first two stages the art forms
are developed irrespective of myth and
devotion. The classical tradition to reach the
common man taken the support of bhakti
movement and the allied art forms. This change
can be seen from the third stage. While reaching
the fourth and fifth stage art forms became more
folk art forms and the art forms depicting the
classics and myths transformed in to classical
art forms. It is agreed by many scholars that
both classical and folk art forms exchanged their
traditions in the phase of'their development into
a full-fledged art forms. It is believed that it might
have happened between second century BC
to second Century AD. It is said that the famous
scholar of second century
Patanjalicategorizedthen prevalent art forms of
his times into three different categories.

They are :

1. Shobhika — A pure group dance
form.

2. Chitrika- An art form showing some
dolls and narrating the story.

3. Grandhika: A performance using a
book or a text as its base.

In the later development the above
mentioned types of performances are
overlapped with respect to the time and space.
The three art forms shobhika,chitrika and
grandhika once performed independently but
as in progression they were performed together
to create the much elaborateness and
complexity in the genres of performance. For
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example, chitrika started only in procession
forms showing only a pure dance. The Folk
performance called Asadi in Andhra Pradesh
comes under this category. Later the Chitrika
adding to the above dance showing idols of God
and Goddesses the different art forms like
Garagalu and Buttabommalu are performed.
Making such performance such complex the
Grandhika i.e adding dance, showing idols and
narrating or delivering some lines in the forma
story are being performed in the form of
Mandahecchulu, or Tolubommalata(Shadow
Puppetry). At the end replacing the idols were
replaced with live actors performing
Veedhibhagavatam and similar art forms.

To surmise the above discussion the
following conclusions can be drawn.

1. In the evolution the different
performances flourishedin the form of
Ritual, Temple, Procession, Social
(Stratified Forms), Social (Secular-non
secular forms).

2. At a later stage the performances were
mainly categorized into three major
streams i.e. Shobhika(Pure Dance) ,
Chaitrika(Performance showing some
idols) , Grandhika (adding text and
eventually creating a narration).

3. In the beginning the above mentioned
categories were independently
performed later overlapped. In other
word all the three categories were
performed together.

4. Inprocess the inter-relations to each of
these forms were developed and thereby
the complexity of the art forms
perpetuated.
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5. With the overlapping of the forms and
blurring the performance zones by
creating text and with the use of same or
different space of performance lead to
the importance to acting i.e. Abhinaya.

In the later stages the Grandhika gained
much more importance replacing the
idols with human (actors, performers)
and as and when required used the
Shobhika the pure dance and the use of
idols i.e. Chaitrika.

The development can be understood by
a formula.

Grandhika + Chaitrika + or —
Shobhika Total Theatrical
Performances

. In the process some of the art forms
slowly lost the ritual importance and
became more of a social recreational
forms and remained as tools of
entertaining to the society where they
were flourished.
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9. Once the performances gained the
importance the artists were recognized.

10. The performances began to static
rather than itinerary.

At the end it can be said the blurring zones
as the formula for the tradition and development
of folk art forms it is mainly the context that
creates the difference. Here the context
sometimes may be ritual and special. Here with
the ritual and special context tends to create
special change and qualitative change in the
performances and giving rise to more refined
complex art forms for survival. It is agreed by
most ofthe scholars ofthe folk and folklore the
tradition at the base and innovation as the
formula the art forms will develop their
strategies for survival. So it can be said that in
the survival of any folk and folk performances
the blurring zones creating blurring zonal spaces
of the art forms to create new art forms and
genres for future audience.
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