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Technology and Academic Engagement - Implications for Education
- Dr. A. SrinivasaMurthy, Principal, SRSV College of Edn,Vijayawada - 3.

Introduction :

Education is the process of facilitating
learning to transmit knowledge, skills, values,
beliefs, and habits of a group of people to other
people, through storytelling, discussion,
teaching, training, or research. Education
frequently takes place under the guidance of
educators, but learners may also educate
themselves in a process called autodidactic
learning. Any experience that has a formative
effect on the way one thinks, feels, or acts may
be considered educational.

A right to education has been recognized
by many governments all over the world. At
the globallevel, Article 13 ofthe United Nations’
1966 International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights recognizes the right
of'everyone to education. Although education
is compulsory in most places up to a certain
age, attendance at school often isn’t and a few
parents choose home-schooling either under
special circumstances or sometimes with the
assistance of modern electronic educational
technology (also called e-learning). Education
can take place in formal or informal settings.

With the advent of technological gadgets man
began to use those resources for his advantage
n all walks of life to make life easy and pleasant.
Education the most important human enterprise
has to engage the technological recourses to
the achieve the majorgoal ofuniversalization
of'education.

In countries like India where the population
is large, areas are vast, languages are plenty
and men and material recourses are limited the

need to depend modern information and
communication technology is communication is
much. It is proposed to discuss some of the
salient technological recourses that are available
to teacher for better class room engagement.

Impact of Technology on the Present day
Students :

Students today live in technology-rich
environments that shape their interactions with
information and with each other. Children in the
21st century have access to a wide range of
technology resources and tools for learning in
real-life contexts. Recent advancements in
technology including the emergence of
ubiquitous computing, social networking and
digital representations of vast amounts of
information have altered the way students
interact with content and with each other. The
implications of these developments for
educators at all levels are significant with
information becoming a currency of sorts for
citizens in society. Middle grades educators in
particular must have to help their students
navigate these new computing, social and
information technologies and need specialized
approaches and pedagogical knowledge for
using technology in their classroom. This
specialized knowledge should include an
awareness of how children are engaging with
each other and with information using various
forms oftechnology. Teachers and researchers
are in fact becoming increasingly interested in
learning how technologies might improve K-
12 education (Azzam, 2006; Bolick, Berson,
Coutts, &Heinecke, 2003)
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Children in school today were born into
social and educative environments where digital
technologies were and continue to be a part of
everyday life. The emergence of this techno-
logically savvy digitally native generation is
cause for an evaluation of educational systems
including teacher education and professional
development. Digitally native children bring new
habits, interests, and needs to the classroom
and teachers should try to understand these
unique attributes to best meet their needs
(Prensky, 2006). Although some of'the rhetoric
about the differences in learning styles that
children in the 21st century bring to the
classroom borders on hyperbole, we argue that
it 1s important for teachers to understand the
new technology enabled social contexts that
seem to be influencing the way children gather,
interpret, and use information. These contexts
mnclude the devices children use as well as forms
of access to information and social groups.
Whenever technology is used in the classroom
it also generates pedagogical challenges for
teachers as they seek to take advantage of the
affordances of technology in their instruction.

21st Century Pedagogies and Technology:

A growing number of researches suggest that
certain pedagogical approachesare best suited
for instruction that makes use ofdigital techno-
logicaltools. These pedagogical approaches to
using digital technologies involve active
engagement, social learning, continuous
feedback, andreal world application (Huffaker,
2003). Collectively, these instructionalappro-
aches reflect constructivist pedagogy for
facilitating technologyenrichedauthentic and
active student learning designed to enable
studentsas they develop autonomous under-

standings and transfer those understandingsto
useful or real-life settings

(Doolittle & Hicks, 2003). Constructi-
visttheory suggests that learners construct their
own knowledge, but facilitatingsuch knowledge
construction in the classroom is complex. In an
effort tofurther define the problem, Mishra and
Koehler (2006) have theorized abouta specia-
lized form ofknowledge called Technological
Pedagogical ContentKnowledge (TPCK) that
represents the manner in which teachers
integratetechnology into instruction within the
context of constructivist learninggoals. When
teachers apply TPCK to teaching and learning
situations theyare attempting to balance the
overlapping qualities of academic content,
pedagogy, and technology.

Research studies suggest that teachers are
usingtechnologies in interesting and creative
ways, but these uses are primarilylimited to
computer-based technologies that support and
perhaps enhanceexisting pedagogical beliefs. In
the late 1990s, Hank Becker surveyed
thousands of teachers and concludedthat
teachers’ philosophies ofteaching influenced the
extent to which theyused technology, but even
stronger predictors of technology use related
toteachers’ technical expertise and the level of
access they had to computersWhen teachers
use 21st century technologies to facilitate student
learning,evidence suggests that the learning that
occurs is dynamic and multi-dimensional.

Implications for the 21* Century Class
Room :

The 21* century classroom is a productive
environment in which students can develop the
skills they require in the workplace and teachers
are facilitators of their learning. The focus ofa
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21 century classroom is on students
experiencing the environment they enter as
modern day workers and developing their
higher order thinking skills, effective
communication skills, collaboration skills,
making them adept with using technology and
all other skills that they will need in the 21+
century workplace.

The educational practices of the traditional
classroom are no longer effective and teachers
must have to develop new teaching strategies
that are radically different from those employed
in the traditional classrooms. The modern day
classroom should be more centered on students
and teachers have to take the role of facilitators
and guides instead of being mere providers of
knowledge. They have to engagethe students
in learning and provide effective instruction using
a variety of instructional methods and following
different pedagogical approaches aided with
technology, the students must participate in their
own learning and must seek out professional
development to improve their performance.

A 21* century classroom has many chara-
cteristics associated with it which distinguish it
from the classrooms of the past centuries. Some
of the important characteristics of the modern
classroomare:

Student - Centric :

In the classrooms the students play an active
role in their learning and teachers serve as
guides. They are more facilitators of learning.
They help students think critically and learn by
doing and act as a resource while the students
discover and master new concepts. Student-
centric classroom environments put students
interests first and are focused on each students
needs, abilities and learning styles.

Computing devices :

Computers are readily available in modern
classrooms, since they are essential tools for
21% century students and replace the utilities of
pen and paper. The teachers not only give
students the means to conduct online research
and master the technology skills they need, but
they also give teachers the opportunity to
enhance their lessons.

Active learning :

Inmodern classrooms, students are actively
engaged in what they learn. Students participate
in more active learning by working in groups or
on computers and complete projects and other
interesting activities that help them discover
new skills. Students can learn actively by talking
and listening, writing, reading and reflecting.
When students are encouraged to take an active
mnterest in learning, they are more likely to retain
the knowledge they’ve accumulated.

Adaptive learning :

Any classroom will always have students of
different types of learning abilities in it which
often makes it difficult for teachers to make sure
that all of them understand the concepts. The
modern approach of adaptive learning gives
students the freedom to learn at their own pace
and in the way they are most comfortable with.
There are various kinds of software available
for adaptive learning that teachers can use to
enhance the learning of their students.

Students understand and follow the rules
and procedures :

The learning environment is carefully
planned and well-organized. Class rules,
procedures, and notices of upcoming activities
are posted in convenient places to help students
stay on track. Students are constantly encour-
aged to remind them of their goals and
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responsibilities. They follow class routines and
understand what they are expected to achieve
each day and how they are to go about it.

Mutual respect :

Teachers and students should always have
respect for each other. As now the role of
teachers is no longer to be the sage on the stage,
students should not forget their value as they
will always receive guidance from them. Also,
teachers should encourage students to speak
with confidence and value their opinions. Ina
well-disciplined environment, students should
also co-operate with and respect their
classmates.

Students take responsibility of their
learning :

As students are encouraged to actively
participate in their own learning, they become
responsible for their learning. Self-directed
students not only encourage each other, but also
work with their teacher to achieve academic
and behavioral goals that they themselves have
helped establish. Teachers should employ a
variety of strategies to promote responsible
decision-making and create self-reliant students.

Performance-based assessments :
Regular performance-based assessments
are carried out by teachers through various

References :

methods which are not restricted to tests. These
can be by conducting quizzes and polls.
Teachers can utilize projects as well as other
products and performances as assessments to
determine student achievements and needs.
Assessments are tailored to the abilities and
needs of the students.

Collaborative learning :

Learning through collaboration is one of the
most effective forms of learning. Teaching and
learning in isolation are very restrictive and
hinder progress. Learning in groups enhances
the scope of learning and develops critical
thinking. Collaborative learning activities include
collaborative writing, group projects, joint
problem solving, debates and more.
Collaborative learning redefines traditional
student-teacher relationship in the classroom.
Conclusion :

Technology plays a big role in developing
all of these characteristics for modern class
rooms. These classrooms enhance the learning
experience and better prepare students for
higher education and workforce. Share your
views and other characteristics that you would
like to see in your 21% century classrooms. The
Comment Box awaits you.
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Decline of Parliamentary Ideas in Indian legislature

- Dr. Sandeep

Representative democracy and parlia-
mentary institutions have endured in India for
seven decades and more. It is a great tribute to
the strength and resilience. To say “Parliament
ofIndia is not effective” would be a gross over
statement. Bashing parliament and parlia-
mentarians have become a fashion by self
proclaimed intellectuals. This has to be dep-
recated because other institutions are perhaps
even more declined. Parliament inner polity is
the supreme representative body of the people
and for that very reason, public perceptions
about the functioning of parliament are
very important. It is undeniable that during the
recent decades, there has been a tremendous
erosion in the respect and esteem of parlia-
mentary institutions and the legislators in general.

There is an overwhelming consensus in the
academy and civil society for what is called
“decline of parliament”. Our founding fathers
adopted to give us a system of representative
parliamentary democracy and today, what if the
representatives of the people themselves are
losing people’s faith in them?There is really a
very cause of serious concern.

An overview of development of parlia-
mentary institutions since the first Loksabha
reveals some very interesting and some
disturbing facts. When a thorough observation
is made on the functioning of Parliament, the
number of days on which both the houses of
Parliament set each year and the time devoted
to legislate laws, transact business, has come
down considerably in recent years. Even when
they do meet, the meetings are not productive

because of disturbances, shouting and blaming
and the housesadjourn the meetings irrespective
ofwho is in the power. This blame game is very
common, be it any ruling party and any
opposition party.

Parliament was conceived as the legislature
or the law making body but of late lawmaking
has caused to be even the most important ofits
functions either qualitatively. From about 48%,
it has come down to occupy less than 13 % of
its time. The character of Parliament has also
changed as a result of changes in membership
composition and many things such as :

corruption,

nepotism,

msufficient and dishonest representatives,
lack of peoples participation,

lack of political education and awareness,
in accountability and irresponsibility,
lack of strict and stringent rules,

@R Mo a0 oo

election malafides

are witnessed by people today. There were
times when our Parliament could legitimately
boast of having some very outstanding and
accomplished parliamentarians who were
honoured by any parliament in the world. Once
a member who drew the attention of Acharya
Kriplani to the fact that he was criticizing the
Congress party which had attracted his wife.
The quick witted Acharya retorted:

“all these years, | thought congressmen was
stupid fools, I never knew there were a
gangsters too who ran away with other’s wife”.
The whole house roared with laughter.
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The sessions will be held for limited number
of days in the legislature but unfortunately our
great representatives do not have time to attend
and take active part in the debates in the house.
Most of the time the opposition party members
to walkout/boycott the sessions for protesting
the decisions of the government. This is absolute
irresponsible behavior of the Parliamentarians
and in addition to this, our members do not
speak out in the house for anything. But
surprisingly,they never fail to take their allow-
ances and privileges which they are accountable
to citizens of India.

Until 1977, that is for the first 30 years of
independence the opposition while small in
number, was more effective and had greater
impact potential. Perhaps it was so because of
the high quality and character of membership
on both sides and largely because a stable
Government and secure leadership which could
show greater magnanimity and accommodate
opposition viewpoints without losing face. Once
while rejecting an amendment moved by Rajaji,
Nehru said”’you see Rajaji, the majority is with
me”.Rajaji retarded “Yes, Jawaharlal,the
majority is with you but the logic is with
me”. With the house, Nehru also laughed and
accepted Rajaji’samendment. Such gesture is
hardly conceivable now.

There has been a distinct change in the
content, campaign and the culture of debates
right from the first Loksabha days. In the earlier
Loksabha, there was much greater emphasis
and discussion of national and international
issues. But today, increasingly more regional and
even local problems are coming to gather
evidence and become subject of importance
to our members. We are more and more

looking at National problems from regional,
communal, linguistic or otherwise parochial
angles rather than the other way round.

There has been, in recent years, quite some
thinking about the evaluation of parliamentary
authority, deterioration in the quality of
members, poor levels of participation and the
like. Today, one notices a certain cynicism
towards parliamentary institutions and normal
parliamentary processes and the parlia-
mentarians. We have an unending debate in
regard to the failing standards in the conduct of
legislatures as evidenced by poor quality of
debates, niggardly attendance in the legislatures,
unruly behaviour of members, scenes of
pandemonium and the like. Legislatures having
members of criminal records, role of money and
muscle power in politics are common topics of
popular discussion today.

Sanctity of means has lost all value, meaning
and relevance. If dacoits, smugglers, gangsters
and foreign agents can help put us or sustain us
in power, we are prepared to compromise with
them. We do not hesitate to buy stability through
corruption, bribery, distribution of spoils and
yielding to the pressures and blackmail brought
by partners and supporters.

Right or wrong, the people feel that the new
breed of politicians in all parties are generally
selfish, power hungry, greedy, dishonest
hypocrites and power merchants for whom the
nation comes last and the welfare of the people
is at the bottom of their priorities.

Their only concern is to amass wealth and
somehow get to stay in power. They are so
busy in the struggle for power that they have
no time or energy left for serving the people.
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People are aghast and what is worse is they
are helpless. We must deliberate on the highest
priority basis why things have come to such a
pass and what can be done to restore the
legislatures and legislators to their old glory and
bring about a Renaissance of democratic faith
and parliamentary culture.

Nowadays, the politicians think that the floor
of'the house is their own property and it is been
used only for their political gains and power
lobby. Irrespective of political parties, all the
members are one. They are reluctant to
participate even in serious debates which is the
need of the hour and even more unfortunate

References :
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2
3. Indian Constitution by D.D.Basu
4. Parliamentary Debates

3

thing is, our great leaders i.e., MPs talking bribe
even to raise their questions in the house.

Conclusion :

As we know, Indian Parliament is declining
day by day, the people of India are losing their
faith in representatives and even in repre-
sentation.Perhaps, it may take another century
for the Parliamentarians to grow up, understand
and be responsible in this largest democracy.
Though is a Parliamentary Supremacy in India
always, there is a tug of war between the
legislature, executive and judiciary and
ultimately parliamentary decisions will prevail
over all the institutions. They emerge as heroes.

Constituent Assembly Debates by Durga Das Basu
. Indian Government and Politics by J.C.Johari
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E-Learning and Higher Education
- Dr. Y. Lalitha Kumari, Asst Professor, DBHPS College of Pracharak Vidyalaya(B.Ed) Vijayawada.

Abstract :

E-learning is the use of electronic educa-
tional technology in learning and teaching.(ICT)
in education, EdTech, learning technology,
multimedia learning, technology-enhanced
learning (TEL), computer-based instruction
(CBI), computer managed instruction,
computer - based training (CBT), computer-
assisted instruction or computer-aided
mstruction (CAl), internet-based training (IBT),
flexible learning, web-based training (WBT),
online education, virtual education etc., These
alternative terms are all linguistically more
restrictive than educational technology “ in that
they refer to the use of modern tools, such as
computers, digital technology, electronic media ,
networked digital devices and associated
software and courseware with learning
scenarios, worksheets and interactive exercises
that facilitate learning. However, these
alternative names individually emphasize a
particular digitization approach, component or
delivery method. Coined between 1997 and
1999, e-learning became first attached to either
distance learning or it was used for the first time
at the CBT systems seminar. Since then the term
has been used extensively to describe the use
of online, personalized, interactive or virtual
education. E-learning has been developed to
cost-effectively provide auxiliary and improved
learning experiences beyond those available in
the classroom. Students facing economic, family,
physical or geographic constraints can take
advantage of online learning opportunities.
Furthermore, students learning in the classroom

can augment their learning outcomes by
participating in hybrid or fully online course. This
paper proposes to discuss the role of E-learning
in higher education.

Introducation :

In its simplest way it is the delivery of a learn-
ing, training or education programs by electronic
means. Jay Cross (2004) has normally been
credited with coining the term e-learning in
1998. However, the term seems to have been
i use as far back as 1997 when Aldo Morri
wrote an article for Telephony Online:

E-learning involves the use of a computer
or electronic device (e.g. a mobile phone) in
some way to provide training, educational or
learning material.

- Derek Stockley (2003)

Marc Rosenberg (2001) confines e-
learning to the internet as: the use of internet
technologies to deliver a broad array of
solutions that enhance knowledge and
performance.

Web-based training (WBT), also known
as e-learning and on-line learning, is training
that resides on a server or host.

- Allison Rossett (2001)

E-learningis a broad combination of
processes, content, and infrastructure to use
computers and networks to scale and/or
improve one or more significant parts ofa
learning value chain, including management
and delivery.

- Clark Adrich (2004).
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Originally aimed at lowering management
cost while increasing accessibility and for
measurability of employees, e-learning is
increasingly being used to include advanced
learning techniques such as simulations and
communities of practice and to include
customers and vendors as well.

E-learning is electronic learning, and typically
this means using a computer to deliver part, or
all ofa course whether it’s in a school, part of
your mandatory business training or a full
distance learning course.

It is based upon three fundamental criteria:
= Networked

= Delivered to the end-user via a computer
using standard internet technology

= Focuses on the broadest view of learning

In the early days it received a bad press, as
many people thought bringing computers into
the classroom would remove that human
element that some learners need, but as time
has progressed technology has developed, and
now we embrace smart phones and tablets in
the classroom and office, as well as using a
wealth of interactive designs that makes distance
learning not only engaging for the users, but
valuable as a lesson delivery medium.

Building partnerships with quality training
providers, and combining this with a dedicated
experienced technical team and support staff,
Virtual College provides the perfect blended
learning environment, offering anyone the
chance to take their online training to the next
level.

Advantages of E-Learning :

There are several benefits to e-learning
whether one choose to use it on its own, or to

enhance the existing in house training. Here are
some ofthe advantages that E-learning offers
to individuals and industry

It’s cost effective and saves time :

By reducing the time taken away from the
office, removing travel costs and doing away
with printed materials, online learning helps to
save money and increase workplace produ-
ctivity. It also means your staff will be happier
and focused.

Learning 24/7, anywhere :

Many face to face courses only operate
within normal office hours. By allowing staffto
complete the course when and where they like
you can make sure disruptions to your busy
working schedule are minimized. This also
means that the staff will be happier because they
don’t need to travel to specific training centers,
and if they have important work to catchup on
mandatory training can be done outside of office
hours in exchange for lieu time.

It makes tracking of course progress a
breeze :

Perhaps the most important aspect of using
computers for training is that it with a well
implemented Learning Management System
(LMS) makes it easy to track and prove
progress for the staffand the learners.

It’s discreet :

Not everybody feels comfortable learning
n alarge group, especially if they find something
hard to understand that co-workers have no
problem with. E-learning allows each individual
to tackle the subject at their own pace, with
interactive tasks being set in place to ensure a
thorough understanding throughout each module
Some other advantages are..
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s Class work can be scheduled around
work and family

m Reduces travel time and travel costs for
off-campus students

= Students may have the option to select
learning materials that meets their level
ofknowledge and interest

= Students can study anywhere they have
access to a computer and Internet
connection

» Self-paced learning modules allow
students to work at their own pace

= Flexibility to join discussions in the bulletin
board threaded discussion areas at any
hour, or visit with classmates and
instructors remotely in chat rooms

» Instructors and students both report
eLearning fosters more interaction
among students and instructors than in
large lecture courses

» elearning can accommodate different
learning styles and facilitate learning
through a variety of activities

= Develops knowledge of the Internet and
computers skills that will help learners
throughout their lives and careers

= Successfully completing online or
computer-based courses builds self-
knowledge and self-confidence and
encourages students to take
responsibility for their learning

m Learners can test out of or skim over
materials already mastered and
concentrate efforts in mastering areas
containing new information and/or skills.

Limitations :

Nothing is perfect, and we understand that
in some cases it is vital that people are tested
under strict conditions. For that reason, Virtual
College works with industry professionals to
ensure the entire online course materials are
approved and available to help to prepare for
that final qualification. We should have a division
dedicated to the implementation of ‘blended
learning’, which is to take use e-learning
alongside traditional face to face training to
combine the benefits. Blended learning is the
perfect approach for environments such as
manufacturing plants where e-learning can teach
the theory, but there is a need for practical
training to ensure competency. Learners with
low motivation or bad study habits may fall
behind

= Without the routine structures of a

traditional class, students may get lost or
confused about course activities and
deadlines

= Students may feel isolated from the

nstructor and classmates
= Instructor may not always be available
when students are studying or need help

= Slow Internet connections or older
computers may make accessing course
materials frustrating

= Managing computer files and online

learning software can sometimes seem
complex for students with beginner-level
computer skills

= Hands-on or lab work is difficult to

simulate in a virtual classroom

Role of E-Learning in Higher Education :
Higher education in India and in many parts
of'the world has been facing many hurdles in
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terms of recourses. Many institutes of higher
education and research frequently face the
problem shortage of expert faculty to
disseminate knowledge and information. It is in
this context that E-Learning offers ways to help
those institutions to overcome the problem. The
21century objectives of higher education are:

1. Raising standards

2. Improving quality

3. Removing barriers to learning and
participation in learning

4. Preparing for employment

5. Up-skilling in the workplace

6. Every learner achieves their potential

Further E-Learning has the potential

1. To overcome barriers - Place, Pace,
Time

2. Wider participation - removing distance
barrier

3. ICT support tools - assistance for
learning and physical disabilities

4. Ability to tailor learning to individual
need.

The objectives can be best achieved through
the adoption of E-Learning procedures and
techniques.

The Ten Principles of E-learning :

In 2005, Professors Anderson and
McCormick wrote A Common Framework for
E-learning Quality and Ten Pedagogic
Principles of E-learning

1. The pedagogy should be matched with
and aligned to the appropriate curriculum
through clear objectives; the relevance
of content covered; the appropriateness

of student activities; and the nature of the
assessment.

. The pedagogy should support inclusive

practice seen in terms of different types
and range of achievement; physical
disabilities that can be particularly
supported by e-learning; different social
and ethnic groups; and gender.

. The pedagogy should engage and

motivate learners. This engagement
should be evident in an ethos of being
both educational and motivating.

. It should be evident why learning

technologies are being used, rather than
a non-technological approach which
achieves the same end as effectively. E-
learning should be fit for purpose.

. This principle can be demonstrated in a

variety of ways; for example, by using a
range of different approaches in the
learning platform that will allow the
student to chose one that suits her, or
that can be personalized to her, or by
satisfying a number of the characteristics
of'good learning (learner agency; learner
autonomy; enabling or encouraging
collaboration).

. The pedagogy should provide formative

assessments.

. The summative assessments must be valid

and reliable; comprehensible by teachers,
learners and parents; able to deal with a
range of achievement levels; and free
from adverse emotional impact on the
learner
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8. The pedagogy must be internally coherent  Conclusion :

and consistent in the way the objectives, E-learning has been developed to cost-
content, student activity and assessment ~ effectively provide auxiliary and improved
match to each other. It must be openand  learning experiences beyond those available in
accessible in its design. the classroom. Students facing economic, family,

. Technology solutions need to be physical or geographic constraints can take

justifiable, affordable and the costs advantage of online learning opportunities.
sustainable. Furthermore, students learning in the classroom

can augment their learning outcomes by
participating in hybrid or fully online course.
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“The long awaited transformation of Kuchipudi from male dancers to
females and the marvelous thought of an inevitable change”

- Bijina k k, Research scholar, RabindraSangit Dance and Drama, SangitBhavana,

Visva-BharathiUiversity, W.B.

Abstract :

From the time of origin of this Dance form
in Kuchipudi, only men from Bhagavathulu
families used to perform this dance in the form
of Kalapam, Yakshaganam, and Kelika etc. It
was Sri VedantamLakshminarayanaSastry who
was one of the three famous influential
Kuchipudi Dancers, very popularly known as
NatyaTrayam, introduced female dancers to
Kuchipudi. He is remembered and respected
forever for encouraging women to learn this
divine dance form. He taught this dance form
to the women from all families irrespective of
their community. Women from Devadasi
families who were interested to learn this dance
form were encouraged by Sri Vedantam
Lakshmi narayanaSastry. Credit of introducing
EkapatraKelika(Solo performance) also goes
to him. LaksmiNarayanaSastry not only
mtroduced women to this dance form, but also
encouraged them to develop as solo per-
formers.

Keywords : Kuchipudi, female dancers,
existence, exponent, changing traditions.

Vagarthavivasampruktouvagarthpratipattaye I
Jagatahpitarouvandeparvatiparameswarou I1

According to the Sanskrit verse, Lord Shiva
and Parvathi are the parents of the entire
creation consisting of movable and immovable
ones including the language. It is the woman
who gave birth to the Lord Brahma, Vishnu and
Maheswara who are the cause of creation,

operation and dissolution. She is the
embodiment of Energy. She is the Supreme
Mother. At the outset of creation, she formed
an enclosure with the primal sound OM (AUM)
over a cot supported by four legs namely
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha. The cot
was laced with the six foes i.e. Kama, Krodha,
Lobha, Moha, Mada and Matsarya, over
which she produced the trinity. Since then,
Brahma became the creator, Vishnu the
operator and Maheswara the dissolver. Thus
they have been playing the role of regeneration.
Greatness must be attributed to the woman for
being the cause of trinity. So in our Bharath
(indian) tradition, woman was given
predominance according to the Vedic dictum
“Matrudevobhava”.

Woman is :

e The Giver of Birth

e Goddess of Education

e Presiding deity of the Gayatri Mantra

e Bestower of Riches

Wife is known as better halfin accordance
with our age-old tradition of Arthanareeswara
Tattvam. This enables both the scholar and the
commoner to understand the importance of the
woman.The Veda of Dance (Natyaveda)
whose originators were Shiva and
Parvathidescended from the sky on to the earth
following the request of LordBrahma and
celestials such as Indra.Parvathi is the smiling
form while Parameswara is the Nataraja
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performing Tandava dance. Thus dance is the
blend of the two. Most famed dancers of the
divine world are the Rambha, Urvasi and
Menaka. Due importance was given to the eves
in the context of the dance scribes.

Verse :

Sambhurgouritathas brahma madhavonandi-
keshawara |

Dattilokohakaschaiva
schanaradaha I1

Yajnavalkya

Hanuman vighnarajaschashan mukhotha
brihaspatihi
Arjunoravanaschaivakanyabanaushatathaa I1
Etebhartakartarobhuvaneshuprakeertitaha.

Shiva, Parvathi, Brhma, Mahava, Nandi-
keswara, Dattila, Kohala, Yajnyvalka, Narad,
Hanuman, Vighnaraja, Kumar wamy,
Brihaspati, Arjuna and Ravana are famous as
dance masters. Ushasundari,the daughter
ofBanasura who received a boon from lord
Shiva to act as the gate-keeper to his fort on
earth, was the direct disciple of Goddess
Parvathi. Thus the art of dance that descended
from the divine world has undergone several
changes according to the regional traditions.
For example it was practiced in Andhra Pradesh
state as ‘Kuchipudi’state derived from the name
of'the village Kuchipudi in Krishna district. It
was Bhratanatyam in Tamilnad, Kathakali in
Kerala, Odissey in Odisha, Kathak in north
Hindustan, and Manipuri in Manipur. Thus the
dance assumed six characteristic names in India.
Entry of women dancers :

In the entire creation, the woman plays
incomparable roles like risking her life while
giving birth to children, satisfying hunger, giving

education and providing wealth. This is the
reason why she occupies a worshippable place
in the Vedas and stands in the forefront. Along
with the progress of civilization, particularly in
the modern times there is no sector which is
not touched by the woman. They are proving
their merits wherever they are and even
outdoing men in certain areas. Apart from their
presence in the 64 traditional arts the dames
showed their excellence in the following fine arts
namely:

1. Music 2. Literature 3. Sculpture
4. Drawing/Painting and 5. Dance.

MS Subbalakshmi carved a niche for herself
in Carnatic vocal (music) while it was poetess
Molla who hailed from a humble background
wrote Ramayana. Similarly women figured in
the first row in the fields of Sculpture, drawing/
painting and Dance too. As for the Kuchipudi
dance which is the subject proper, men alone
had access to it. With a view to bringing global
fame to Kuchipudi, theKuchipudi pioneer,
visionary and great guru late Vedantam
LakshminrayanaSastry provided access to
women also.It would be in the fitness of things
to make an attempt to know about his life
history ofthe legend.

Life history of the Kuchipudi exponent :
(VedantamLakashmiNarayanaSastry)

Kuchipudi explorer Vedantam
Lakshminarayana Sastrywas born in the year
1886 in Kuchipudi village of Krishna district in
Andhra Pradesh, India. He was the fond kid of
Ramesam and Savitramma and studied Sanskrit
and Telugu along with the practice ofthe art of
Bharata muni which dance was named after him.
Sastri was an adept performer of Gollaveshams
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in the attire of cowherds. He used to perform
solo dance items in accordance with the books
of Natyasastraabhinayadarpana etc. He laid an
exclusive way in the solo performances of
Ashtapadis of Jayadeva, Kshetrayya and
Sarangapanipadams, javali, Ramayana Sabdam
etc. He displayed the solos by repeating one
Charana in Sancharibhava producing the rasa
contextually. The kuchipudi dance solos which
we see today are his true copies. Sastriwho
was the trendsetter of solos was an expert in
acting for Slokas and brought great popularity
to them.Sastri performed with joined and
separate hands in order to make the common
man understand the meaning of each line of the
Sanskrit verse. An expert in performance, Sastri
displayed his performance for Sanskrit verses
of Srikrishnakarnamutam, Pushpbanavilapam,
Natyasastram, Abhinayadarpanam and taught
his disciples practically. He was an expert in
performing dance items along with relevant hand
and leg movements and facial expressions.He
used to teach his students “Practice like you
have never won and Perform like you never
lost.”” He also taught that Dancers need no wings
to fly.

Exponent’s ideology :

Kuchipudi dance is derived from our ancient
Vedic and puranic wealth which at the outset
was created by lord Shiva in the form of
Nataraja and streamlined by the Bharatamuni.
In short it is the essence of vedas, Upanishads,
puranas, itihasas in a most scientific way of
presenting our ancient glory in a beautiful,
melodious and touching manner. It is also held
that Lord Brahma created it as the Bharata
Alankarsastra, practiced by Bharatamuni and
emerged as Kuchipudi dance form. According

to researches on the history of dance it came
to light that Sanskrit roopakams were displayed
in dance formin the 11" century. Later in 13®
century Siddhendrayogicreated Bhamakalm
pamwhich was the first Telugu deseeya
Drusyaprabandham. In 14™ century, Kelika
was displayed and the kuchipudi dance carved
people and created social awareness among
people.Next Solo dance was discovered and
it was easily followed by dancers in ways
suitable to the changing times.Later Kuchipudi
imbibed the other dance traditions too for
contemporariness by display of Nrutyana-
takams and Nrityaroopakams which became
famous. Kuchipudi dance which began as
Sanskrit roopakams, became invincible with
Bhamakalapams, cited social consciousness
with kelikas and emboldened itself with
Yakshaganam by perrforming nuances in solos.
Thus Kuchipudi carved a niche for itself in the
world map in the area of dance.

Accoding to the social conditions prevailing
in those days, Kuchipudi for a long time was
restricted to men alone. In the 18" century, it
was the broadmind and farsightedness of late
Vedantamlakshminarayanasastry that enabled
entry of women into the dance field regardless
of caste,creed, gender and religion. Otherwise
women’s talents would have remained dormant
and their role restricted to kitchens only. Women
are deeply indebted to the dance exponent for
bringing their talents light and making them
famous in the world.

Consequences :

The world famous Kuchipudi dance was the
forte of men only initially. But the Kuchipudi
exponent VedantamLakshminarayanasastry
who was a visionary created space for women
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also in 18 the century. At first, he taught the
dance to Devadasis who used to perform dance
in the temples enabling their free movement in
the society. Lack of transport facilities and
protection to women and also absence of proper
stages for dance performance for dance
performances were some handicaps for them.
Yet Kuchipudibhagavatas used to move on foot
from place to place and used to travel long
distances braving hot sun and drenching rains.
They faced ridicules in the society also. They
used to prepare Aharyam (attire) with wooden
planks and prepared colors for makeup to their
faces. Yet they were bent upon bringing
kuchipudi dance to lime light. Periods (monthly
cycle) were also an obstruction to women
because of which men used to don women
roles.Owing to the social progress, women too
volunteered to enter the field and the
encouragement by the Bhagavatas also helped
them to fulfill their ambition to learn and perform
dance. Consequently many women dancers
learnt kuchipudi dance dedicatedly and scaled
dizzy heights. All the credit goes to the
Kuchipudi exponent Vedantam Lakshmi-
naryana sastry for his relentless efforts to
develop the dance form worldwide.
Conversely, women are more in the field of
dance while men are less. Too much of anything

References :

is bad. So it would be better if men too take
equal spirit to learn Kuchipudidance to maintain
the balance.

Conclusion :

It 1s the result of the hardest, sincere and
restless efforts of some group of female dancers.
By which Kuchipudi has reached today’s status
from a state where it was once the monopoly
of' male artists. It is sure that the sole right of
Kuchipudi would be in the palms of female
dancers within 10 to 20 years. It will remain as
the sole art of females. The Great Kuchipudi
Dancers namely Balasarawathi, Vijayalakshmi,
Dr. Uma Ramarao, Dr.JonnalagaddaAnuradha,
BalaKondalRao, ArunaBhikshu, Alekhya
Punchela, Vanajaudayetc. are not only made
the audience spell bound with their wonderful
creative performance but also trained many
new practitioners with utmost determination and
dedication in order to express their gratitude
for the blessings they received fromall over the
world. In the present generation also many
female dancers are learning the dance form with
utmost interest and enthusiasm following the
footsteps of their Gurus and contributing their
level best to the art form by giving performance
on various themes under the guidance of their
respective Gurus...
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Power Thrust of Kapu Caste :

The Political Journey of Two Leaders in Andhra Pradesh

-8 Swaroop Sirapangi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad.

Abstract :

The paper encapsulates attention towards
two Kapu caste politicians (Dasari Narayana
Rao and Chiranjeevi) from the film background.
Kapu masses are ambitious to capture the
political power, but unsuccessful so far. At some
level, these two politicians wished to realise the
aspirations of the Kapus and their desire by
capturing the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
position. The paper presents a vivid perspective
on these two politicians role through the Andhra
Pradesh political process. Thus, methodolo-
gically, the paper adopted a political discourse
analysis. At last, concludes by observing how
and why these two politicians were unsuccessful
so far?

Key Words : Andhra Pradesh, Coastal
Andhra, Kapu, Indian National Congress, Praja
Rajyam Party.

Kapu is a dominant caste spread across the
Telugu region in South India. While aspiring for
political power, Kapus also project their
backwardness. Thus, they have a dual-edged
target. While political power is targeted based
on their believed numerical strength, backward
status is aimed at argued poverty. However,
existing Backward Classes (BC) in Andhra
Pradesh (AP) is against the inclusion of Kapus
en-bloc in the BC fold, as their share of
opportunity diminishes. Moreover, most of the
existing BC feels that the Kapus are relatively
advanced; hence Kapus does not deserve BC
reservation en-bloc. By chance, BC reservation

is extended en-bloc to the Kapus; then the
existing BC fear that they have to lose
substantially. Kapu sect is not homogeneous.
Its heterogeneous categories include; Kapu,
Munnur Kapu, Ontari, Telaga, Balija, and Turpu
Kapu. These communities collectively assert to
secure political power and BC status. Though
a few ofthem are included under the BC, they
wish to achieve BC status en-bloc. (Chennur,
2019)

One of the dominant qualities any caste
wishes to maintain is status symbolism. From
this dimension, it is pointed-out that Kapus
compare with both the upper and lower castes.
For instance, Kapus renewed political ambition
is attributed to their comparison with the
Kamma’s political success under Nandamuri
Taraka Rama Rao (NTR) leadership. NTR
ventured into the political domain from a
charismatic film background and became the
AP Chief Minister (CM). NTR launched the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP), and he was its
President. Kamma’s increasingly owned NTR
and the TDP since the decade 1980. TDP also
garnered a significant BC vote bank. (Neuss
1988) (Suri 1994)

Since AP formation in 1956, Reddy’s
political domination continued unabatedly until
Kamma’s under TDP captured political power
in 1983. Political domination refers to the
ascendance of CM position either by the Reddy
or Kamma castes, primarily. Any caste can
dominate mainstream political society; when
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succeeded to provide hope and secure majority
vote share in ‘first past the post-Indian electoral
system’. The political success of the TDP
resulted in the establishment of dominant two-
party-system ascendance in AP within the multi-
party space. While Reddy’s overwhelmingly
associated with the INC at the AP level,
Kamma'’s primordial affiliation was seen with
the TDP. Before Kamma’s politically
consolidation under the TDP, they were leading
Communist Parties but never captured political
power by ascending the AP CM position. The
prime party leadership of the INC and TDP
also revolved around Reddy and Kamma
castes, respectively. Amidst of competitive
political atmosphere between the Reddy and
Kamma, other castes like the Kapus felt political
alienation. (Elliot 2008)

The present article introduces two Kapu
personalities; Dasari Narayana Rao and
Chiranjeevi. These two persons hailed from
one Coastal Andhra district, 1.e., West Godavari.
These two persons had initial innings in film
career. After achieving substantive success in
Tollywood, both of them aspired to succeed
even politically.! The Kapu caste background
also had its share in owning these two
personalities. Same time, these individuals also
wished to continue the backed support of their
Kapu masses. Thus, a mutual (benefiter)
complementary factor went-in between these
film personalities and Kapu masses. Kapus
regarded their film people’s popularity as an
indicator to validate their community’s growth
in society.

Chiranjeevi became a star by throwing back,
and with-stood Kamma stars domination in
Tollywood. He played a crucial role in Kapus

consolidation, even after the Tollywood shifted
base from Madras city to Hyderabad.
Chiranjeevi also played a pivotal role in the
strengthening of the Movie Artists Association
(MAA) at Hyderabad. In Tollywood, a few
castes are more visible; they include, but not
limited to; Kamma, Kapu and Brahmin. Among
these communities, Brahmins were limited to
certain specific domains, like; Music, singing,
comedy, dubbing and other (side) character
roles. (Srinivas 2009) (Totten)

Though there are vast admirers and fans to
film stars, since the second part of the decade
1990, a visible trend emerged where
increasingly Kapu and Kamma lead stars were
owned by some sections of their respective
caste people hyper-actively. This phenomenon
was also well projected by the media.
Moreover, this trend was much visible in a few
Coastal Andhra districts, like; East Godavari,
West Godavari, Krishna and Guntur, where
these two communities have specific historical,
cultural, political and numerical yield. The neo-
liberal economic lifestyle and societal dynamics
also had an impact on the development of this
phenomenon.

Nara Chandrababu Naidu (Naidu), as the
TDP President and AP CM on a few occasions,
has had immense beliefin the film and television
personalities’ charisma. He has been well
known for hiring film and television personalities
and advertising agencies for the TDP election
campaigns. At times, though his belief and
strategy bounced back, he continued the same
strategy. Naidu is not a mass leader. However,
he took charge ofthe TDP through a successful
political coup by ousting his father-in-law NTR.
Thus, Naidu grabbed two positions from NTR;
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the TDP President and AP CM. Though Naidu
is not charismatic, lacked mass appeal and
orator skills, he continued as AP CM and TDP
President; through various backed sources
support, like media. Even the INC leaders, as
significant opposition, highlighted that (the
Kamma) media was a crucial (evil) force for
the continuation of (draconian) Naidu’s TDP
rule.” (Balagopal, 1995) (Gundimeda 2017)

When the AP governance regime was under
non-charismatic Naidu, the popularity of film
actors Chiranjeevi and Nandamuri Balakrishna
(Balakrishna) rose to peaks. Their fans started
to shout in film events that their respective actors
would become the future AP CM. This trend
went on for some sustained duration. Both
Chiranjeevi and Balakrishna were seen as the
embodiments of Kapu and Kamma castes
popularity, respectively, in Tollywood.?
Previously, when NTR entered politics, this
range of caste consciousness and polarisation
was not publicly visible on a comparative basis.
The Masses in AP connected with NTR through
their dominant perception of NTR’s lead
mythological roles as Lord Rama and Krishna
in films. Such perspective recollection among
the masses also resulted in the TDP’s victory in
the year 1983 election. Kapus perceived
Kamma’s political success under the TDP and
NTR from a film popularity perspective. As a
result, Kapus aspired that their super film hero,
Chiranjeevi, might also achieve the same
political success as Kamma’s NTR.
Chiranjeevi’s supporters used to indicate then
that he would venture into politics. When
Chiranjeevi’s age was becoming an obstacle
to play lead romantic roles, he acted in a few

social messages oriented films and then entered
politics.

Chiranjeevi launched the Praja Rajyam
Party (PRP) in August 2008, barely a few
months before scheduled elections to the AP
Legislative Assembly (LA). This strategy of
Chiranjeevi was critiqued by comparing it with
the NTR style. NTR launched the TDP barely
nine months before scheduled elections to the
AP LA and successfully became the AP CM.
From this dimension, Chiranjeevi’s PRP launch
was seen and critiqued that he aspired to tarnish
or equal NTR’s record. However, Chiranjeevi
used to negate such comparative comment and
observation.

Chiranjeevi romanticised the PRP’s agenda
was to achieve ‘social justice’. However, the
PRP failed to define what constituted their
version of ‘social justice’ perception? The PRP
projected three prominent characters
symbolism; MK Gandhi, Mother Theresa and
Ambedkar. All these three characters
represented divergent ideological variations.
Chiranjeevi’s projection of Mother Theresa, a
social service-oriented person as inspiration for
politics, was also critiqued. Chiranjeevi offered
no particular justification about ideological
differences between Gandhi and Ambedkar as
the PRP leader.

Anyhow, the PRP’s social justice principle
was understood; to oust the Kamma and Reddy
dominance under the TDP and INC,
respectively. [t was propagated that the PRP
would lead all castes which were deprived of
political power. In this respect, sections like;
the BC, Scheduled Castes (SC), and
Scheduled Tribes (ST) developed many
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aspirations. Nevertheless, in the pragmatic
electoral discourse contrary to expectation
prevailed. The PRP preferred strong
communities in the allotment of constituency
seats rather than giving preference to the
marginalised sections like the SC, ST and BC.
(Gundimeda 2009) Moreover, corruption
allegations were made against Chiranjeevi and
party coterie. The principal allegation was that
the PRP sold B-Forms to compelling caste
candidates at a higher price.* The Telugu Media
covered corruption accusations on an
unprecedented scale. As a source of
confirmation to such news, a few PRP leaders
resigned. Then, the PRP prime leadership had
a tough time to negate corruption allegations.

Though Chiranjeevi attempted to forge a
pre-electoral alliance with the Telangana
Rashtra Samithi (TRS) for 2009 elections, such
attempts failed. KCR withdrew such a plan and
aligned with another dominant opposition sect
(Mahakutami, i.e., grand alliance). The PRP
leadership had desperately wished for a pre-
electoral alliance with at-least the Communist
Party of India (CPI) and CPI (Marxist).
However, the CPI and CPI (Marxist) national
leaderships refused to align by doubting the
PRP’s organisational calibre. But then, the PRP
had never wished to align either with the INC
or TDP openly. Even the INC and TDP also
never wished to align with the PRP publicly.
Thus, this mdicates, at some level, three
significant castes leadership held parties came
into a direct electoral fight; Reddy’s led INC,
Kamma’s led TDP, and Kapus led PRP. Finally,
the PRP contested alone in the 2009 elections
to the AP LA and Lok Sabha (LS)
constituencies. (K C Suri, 2009)

At last, the PRP was able to secure around
16 per cent vote share and won 18 seats on
the floor of AP LA. However, the PRP failed
to represent on the floor of LS. The PRP’s final
electoral performance shocked many, at least
all those who were enthused at media hype and
had hopes on Chiranjeevi’s leadership, like
those from the Kapu masses. Though
Chiranjeevi accepted the PRP failure, he also
failed, post-election scenario, to prove
leadership qualities. His co-Members of
Legislative Assembly (MLA’s) pressurised that
it would be prudent to merge the PRP with
INC. The MLA’s were disappointed after
witnessing Chiranjeevi’s inability to lead the
PRP effectively, post-election scenario. As a
result, the MLA’s feared that continuing under
Chiranjeevi’s ineffective leadership might
endanger their political leadership and
representative fortunes on the floor of AP LA
and in the wider political society.

All of a sudden, AP CM YS Rajashekara
Reddy (Y'SR) passed away in September 2009.
YSR death brought drastic changes in AP
politics. As a result, it became difficult for the
INCto govern at the AP level. The INC at the
AP level faced intensified danger from YSR son
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy (Jagan) and TRS
Chief - Kalvakuntala Chandrashekar Rao
(KCR). Jagan developed an aspiration for the
AP CM position against the INC prime national
leadership wish. Further, KCR’s fast-on-to-
death agitation for immediate TS formation
pressurised the INC leadership. Jagan and
KCR factors received unprecedented support
from various INC leaders and activists,
including fromthe MLA’s. As aresult, the INC
started to lose vote bank and leaders drastically.
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However, the INC managed to run the
government for five years duration, i.e., 2009-
2014. Towards this direction, the INC even
initiated steps to secure the PRP support for
the AP INC government’s sustenance. Finally,
the INC merged the PRP into its fold. By
merging the PRP into its fold, the INC also felt
that the Kapu vote bank might firmly turn into
its fold, including the PRP’s secured around 16
per cent vote share in the last elections. By
perceiving Chiranjeevias an icon fromthe Kapu
community, the INC elevated him to the Rajya
Sabha and inducted him into the Union Council
of Ministry headed by Manmohan Singh.
(Gundimeda, 2013)

Even before Chiranjeevirose to prominence
among the Kapus, there was another famous
film personality from Kapus, i.e., Dasari
Narayana Rao. Dasari, as he was popularly
addressed, was a film director in Tollywood.
Since the year 1989, Dasari was visibly
associated with the INC for election
campaigns.® Vangaveeti Mohana Ranga
(Ranga), an INC leader, ML A and Kapu leader
from coastal Andhra, was assassinated in
December 1988. The Kapus primarily accused
the then TDP government headed by NTR and
a few TDP (Kamma) leaders as prime accused
behind Ranga’s assassination. The gruesome
murder of Ranga made Dasari take a direct
political side on behalf of the INC. The murder
of Ranga made Kapus develop antagonism
against the Kamma leadership held TDP. As a
result, a few of them consolidated under the
INC. Dasart’s visible political association with
the INC should primarily be understood from
this dimension, apart from other observable
perspectives.

Apart from film direction, Dasari also
ventured into the media sector as a vernacular
promoter daily, Udayam (in Telugu). However,
Dasari failed to operate Udayam for a sustained
duration. At last, Dasari closed-down Udayam.
Udayam’s journalistic adventure in Telugu media
was seen as an attempt to (with) stand against
Kamma’s owned Eenadu media group under
Cherukuri Ramoji Rao’s ownership. Eenadu
was known for its open leaning support to the
TDP, as prominently observed by the
opposition parties and other society sections.

After the sensational hit of his directed film,
Osey Ramulamma, Dasari developed direct
political aspiration. During this time, the rule of
Naidu’s CM regime was going-on. In 1999,
Dasari announced his plan to launch a new
political party, Telugu Talli (Telugu Mother).
However, he failed to realise the plan concretely.
It was believed and reported on some low level
that the INC played behind the scene role in
pacifying Dasarinot to launch a separate party
and spoil (united) opposition prospects against
the TDP. The INC and Dasarihad Naidu’s TDP
as a prime target to defeat. Though Dasari had
a publicly visible political association with the
INC since the year 1989, in the year 2000, he
was elevated to the Rajya Sabha. The INC’s
periodic alignment with Dasari first and then with
Chiranjeevi was understood as part ofthe INC
political co-option technique. The INC has
been known for an aggressive caste and
prominent (caste) personality’s co-option
technique. (Kothari, 2012)

When the INC formed a coalition
government, United Progressive Alliance
(UPA); from AP and that too from Kapu side,
Dasari was recognised as a prominent
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personality. As a result, he was inducted into
the Union Council of Ministry headed by
Manmohan Singh in 2004. Dasari contended
to get co-opted by the INC i his political career
even without aspiring for the AP CM position.
Dasari’s withdrawal from the Telugu Talli party’s
launch and acceptance to continue under the
INC also indicates the same. By continuing
under the INC, Dasari accepted Reddy’s
domination at the AP level in the INC and
showed sustained opposition to the Kamma’s
led TDP. Ideologically, both the INC and TDP
are well recognised as centrist parties. Dasari
passed away in 2017 after becoming politically
invisible and silent after the end of the INC’s
UPA coalition regime.

Chiranjeevi’s political entry was understood
from many dimensions. One dominant
dimension was that whoever is popular among
the Kapus should also acquire the same
popularity even in the political realm. Since
Dasarireceived popularity among Kapus, the
INC co-opted him. However, by launching the
PRP, Chiranjeevi aspired for more substantial
popularity in politics, apart from his proven
popularity in Tollywood. Instead ofjoining any
pre-existing parties, Chiranjeevi launched the
PRP but failed to capture the AP CM position.
Ultimately, he chose to get inducted into the
INC fold. Thus, in a way, Chiranjeevi was
unable to achieve a wider political role than
Dasari. When the INC co-opted Chiranjeevi,
it distanced Dasari from the Union Council of
Ministry during the second term of UPA, 2009-
2014.

After the PRP merge, the INC elevated
Chiranjeevi into national politics; but not made

him the AP CM. Even Chiranjeevialso openly
never expressed a desire for the AP CM
position after merging with the INC. After the
PRP’s electoral debacle, Chiranjeevi seemed
to have understood political reality; how difficult
it was to become AP CM and continue in the
same position successfully. During this time,
though the INC faced a problem with the
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party
(YSRCP) and TRS, it left the AP CM position
to a Reddy, i.e., Kiran Kumar Reddy. Jagan
launched the Y SRCP after resigning to the INC.
The INC national leadership under Sonia
Gandhi (Sonia) declined to elevate Jagan as the
AP CM. Although Reddy’s in Coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseema were consolidating under the
YSRCP, the INC waited and never openly
distanced Reddy’s. Nevertheless, Reddy’s
increasingly left the INC and re-consolidated
under the YSRCP, after witnessing a mass
electoral shift from the INC into the new
YSRCP, in Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema
regions. However, the Reddy’s in Telangana
stood under the INC as a significant chunk then.

After YSR death, the INC prospects in
Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema blinked
considerably.® The INC leadership failed to
pacify Jagan. As a result, Jagan resigned to the
INC, as he was not offered the AP CM position.
Later, Jagan launched the YSRCP in the year
2011. During the years 2009-2014, the INC
in AP witnessed a drastic vote share decline. A
new wave of political churning and sub-regional
forces emerged; the Y SRCP in Coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseema regions and the TRS in the
Telangana region. The then existing opposition
forces like; the TDP, CPI and CPI (Marxist)
declined much.
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Before 2014 elections to the AP LA and
LS constituencies, the INC was routed in
Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema. The YSRCP
captured the INC place in these regions. As a
result, Sonia felt to retain the INC base, at-
least in the Telangana region, by forming
separate TS. In other words, Sonia lost hopes
on the INC prospectus in the Coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseema regions. Sonia believed that
the TRS might merge with the INC after the
formation of separate T'S. Even KCR too hinted
m such a manner. As a result, after the TRS
possible merger, Sonia believed that the INC
could formthe next government in the new T'S.
However, after the formation of TS in 2014,
KCR declined to merge the TRS. Finally, the
INC lost the election innew TS and TRS under
KCR emerged victoriously. During 2014
elections, Chiranjeevi, as a political force got
vanished entirely. He failed to maintain proper
relations with the INC. As the INC political
prospects blinked entirely in Coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseema; Kapus had no hope on either
the INC or Chiranjeevi. During this time,
Chiranjeevi’s younger brother Pawan Kalyan
developed separate political aspiration and
launched a new party, i.e., Jana Sena (JS).” (E
2017) (Gupta P., 2014)

Conclusion :

In AP, even after the INC’s disappearance
from 2014 election onwards, two castes
continued prime domination, i.e., Kamma and

Reddy under the TDP and YSRCP,
respectively. These parties succeeded to
continue party leadership and CM positions
under Kamma and Reddy castes. The TDP
occupied the AP CM position for the duration
0f2014-2019 under the leadership of Naidu.
Moreover, the YSRCP is electorally
successfully by capturing the AP CM position
from 2019 under the prime leadership of Jagan.

As of now, Kapus failed to convince the
mainstream society towards their lead
leadership necessity under any one party and
capture the AP CM position. Both the BJP and
INC tried to co-opt Kapus minimally, if not
maximally. Time has to testify whether the
Kapus will own the BJP or INC at the AP level
and capture the CM position or experiment with
new parties like the PRP. Until now, Kapu
politicians could not out-beat the Kamma and
Reddy domination and ascend the AP CM
position. Exclusive Kapus prime leadership led
parties, like the PRP, extended support to the
mainstream parties like the INC and remained
small individual-centric ones. Mass popularity
in society or in any caste, i.e., Kapu, in this
case, cannot guarantee automatic political
success for direct capture of the CM position.
That is the conclusion visible from the
observation and analysis of two cases of;
Chiranjeevi and Dasari under the PRP and INC
platforms in this paper.
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