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“If the day ever comes when this world

Finally recognizes my value
Darkness will pass out of my wounds

And at last | can be part of the light”
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A Study of Analysis in Girish Karnad’s

The Play Hayavadana
- Dr. Kotaiah Veturi, Principal, Education, MNR Rural PG College of Education,

Sanga Reddy, Telangana, India.

Abstract :

In the post-Independent India the translation
of drama from vernacular languages into English
became a popular event. Girish Karnad is the
chief dramatist of the modern Indian stage. This
paper concentrates “A Study of Analysis in
Girish Karnad’s the Play Hayavadana.”
The play Hayavadana is based on the idea that
humans are defective and thus have a number
of limitations. The play also deals with woman
emancipation. Padmini gives favorite to her
sexual desires and gets an opportunity to remain
with both the persons she loves though fails to
fulfill her desire (the mind of her husband and
the body of her lover boy). The play is separated
into two acts. The urban dramatists wished to
find how traditional folk music and dance could
be utilized to refresh the urban theatres. Girish
Karnad conceived the framework of his play
Hayavadana to use the traditional theatrical
devices like half curtains, masks, invention,
music and mime for entertaining the city
dwellers. Hayavadana, though originally written
in Kannada and translated into English, reveals
the playwright’s ability to use the masks, music
and seemingly unrelated comic episodes ofthe
traditional folk plays in a western medium with
its proscenium technique.

Keywords : post — Independent;
analysis; translated; comic; episodes. Girish
Karnad is the chief playwright if the
contemporary Indian stage. He has bound for
attribute films, documentaries and TV serials in

Kannada, Hindi and English. He has
represented India in foreign lands as an agent
ofart and culture. Girish Karnad was born on
May 19, 1938 in Matheran, a town near
Bombay. His childhood was spent growing up
in a small village in Karnataka where he had
first-hand experience of'the native folk theatre.
He was exposed to a literary scene where there
was a direct conflict between western and
native tradition. A Rhodes Scholar, a Homi
Bhaba Fellow,a fluent i1s several Indian
languages, Karnad became a playwright at 23.
Hayadana won the Sangeeth Natak Academy
Award. All his nine plays are highly successful
both on stage and among literary critics. He is
the receiver of the Sahitya Academy Award for
his play Tale Danda. Karnad compulsively uses
mythical, historical and oral tales for his themes
as well as characters and situations. He is no
stranger to the world of Indian myths, including
epics and puranas. He was groomed in
mythology. He grew up with up a lot of myths.
He is Like a Shakespeare and Kalidasa.
Karnad has frequently adopted his plots from
different sources. He has also endowed his
borrowed stories with a new let of life by adding
his own share of myths.

The play opens with Ganesh Puja with the
contribution of worship accompanied by singing
to the God Ganesha. The choice of the elephant
headed God is significant because Lord
Ganesha with human body and animal head
aptly suggests the central theme of
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incompleteness of being. As the Bhagavata
says: his image of Purity and Holiness etc. The
sub-plot of Hayavadana, the horse-man, is
Karnad‘s own invention. It deepens the
importance of the main theme of ncompleteness
by treating it on different plane. It provides the
framework ofthe play both as a prologue and
as an epilogue. Hayavadana is a man with the
head of a horse “haya” means horse and
“vadana” means face who spoke human
language. His mother was a Karnataka Princess
who fell in love with a Stallion of Prince, married
him and begot a son. He is Hayavadana. He is
troubled with his existence mainly because of
the weird physical deformity. The main plot of
the play comes from Kathasaritasagara, an
ancient collection of Sanskrit stories, and as
simple as that of a folk tale. Devadatta (literally
the God given) is endowed with all the
accomplishments expected ofa brahmin youth.
The only son ofa learned brahmin Vidyadagara
(ocean oflearning), he is comely in appearance,
fair in colour and unrivalled in intelligence. He
falls in love with an extremely agile and quick
witted girl, Padmini, the daughter of a rich
merchant.

Kapila, the only son of the ironesmith Lohita,
with a lithe and handsome boy, good in the
wrestling pit and extremely devoted to his friend
Devadatta for his poetry and wisdom, mediates
and arranges the marriage of Padmini with his
friend Devadatta. Devadatta and Kapila are the
best friends. The Bhagavata describes them as
“one mind, one heart.” But right at the
movement when the match is fixed, Kapila
realizes that Padmini is not meant for Devadatta.
Devadatta loves Padmini and married her. Very
soon she is blessed with conception and the

three have to go on a visit to Ujjain. When the
Jjourney is postponed by Padmini, Kapila feels
unhappy and disappointed. Later they go on a
visit and Kapila drives the cart. Padmini talks
about the fortune lady's flower and Kapila
immediately jumps to bring her one. She cannot
contain her respect for Kapila and regards him
as a celestial being re-born as a hunter.
Devadatta now perceives the change progress
of events and does not blame Padmini.
Gradually, Padmini longs for a union with Kapila.
Kapila falls in love with Padmini and he too
starts drifting towards him. After she is pregnant.

Padmini and Kappila go to see the temple
of Rudra, Devadatta excuses himself for a
movement to go to the temple alone. Then ina
sudden outburst of emotion, he decides to
sacrifice his head to Kali. That he is doing so
because he is unable to bear the pangs of
jealousy becomes evident when he says: “Good
bye, Kapila, Good buy, Padmini.” May the
God Rudra bless you? You are two pieces of
my mind live joyfully jointly. I shall discover my
gladness in that. However, he professes that he
is doing so in deference to his earlier promise.
His generosity and selflessness are a mere sham
because the real reason of the sacrifice is his
refusal to share Padmini with Kapila. Devadatta
kills his “self. That sight of the dead body of his
friend shocks Kapila and he follows suit: “No,
Devadatta, I can't live without you. I can’t take
breaths without you. Devadatta, my brother,
my minister, my friend.” Kapila says that he is
sacrificing himself out ofhis love for his friend,
but actually he wants to turn away the shame
due to Devadatt's death. Devadatta and Kapila
were telling lies are made clear by Kali in the
temple.
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Only Padmini is true in what Kalisays is her
selfishness. She is bold and frank in demanding
what will fulfill her. When Kali favours her with
the blessing of life for the two friends. Padmini
happens to transpose the heads with the result
that there are two men now one with Deva-
datta‘s head and Kapila‘s body and the other
with Kapila‘s head and Devadarra‘s body. Both
ofthem come alive and all the three are greatly
surprised. There is a lot of fun and play during
this change of the plot of the play. They
celebrate their re-birth with great pleasure of
the changed appearances. Padmini is in a
strange and unstable fix as she cannot openly
declare her love for anyone. She once in an
indirect manner confesses to Kapila that she
liked the masculine sweaty smell of his body
after the temple incident. Padmini gave birth of
a boy. She sends her husband away to Ujjain
fair. She leaves for the jungle to meet Kapila.
Her passion to see him and meet him unites the
two. She tells him that it is his son that she is
carrying and has the same mole on his shoulder.
Padmini‘s physical movements and caressing
him placed Kapila in an awkward situation.
Davadatta joined them. Both ofthemare in love
with padmini. They should live like Pandavas
together and Draupathi also comes for
discussion.

She hands over her son to the Bhagavata to
put him in the care of the hunters. She tells them
that he is Kapila‘s son. The hunters would bring
him up until he is five years old and then the
child is to be given to Devadatta‘s parents telling
them that it is their grandson. She is faced with
this problem situation. How would a woman
take it if it really happened and would it really
solve the problem? Padmini loves her husband

as well as someone else for two different
aspects of their personalities. Padmini is
fascinated by both Devadatta and Kapila and
this creates the problem. The two men cannot
accept each other when it comes to sharing a
woman and all the three destroy themselves in
the process. When Devadatt reaches the forest,
he asks Kapila:

Devadatta  : Tell me one thing. Do you

really love Padmini?
: Yes
:Sodo L.

:1 know, (Silence) Deva-
datta, could not we all three
live together-like the
Pandavas and Draupathi?

:What do you think?
(Silence, Padmini looks at
them but doesnot say
anything)

: (Laughs) No, it cannot be
done.

: That‘s why I brought this.
(Shows the sword) What
won‘t end has to be cut.

Kapila
Devadatta
Kapila

Devadatta

Kapila

Devadatta

Kapila : I got your body but not your

wisdom.

The two have to die and decrease their
favorite Padmini to ash. Devadatta makes it
clear that there are “No grounds for friendship
now, No question of mercy. We should battle
like lions and murder similar to cobras.” The
play ended with Devadatt and Kapila fights a
duel in which the heads roll again. When both
the friends are dead, Padmini decides to
perform sati.
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She asks the Bhagavata to make a large
funeral pyre because they are three. Before
sacrificing herself, Padmini makes it clear that
she cannot hope to get perfection even in her
next life. As she prays to “Kali, Mother of all
nature,” she says: You must have your joke
even now. Other women can die praying that
they should get the same husband in all the lives
to come. You have not left me even that little
consolation. At the age of five, as Actor 1 says:
Children of his age should be out-taking a
dictionary, but this one does not speak a word.
Does not laugh, does not cry, and does not even
smile. The same long face all twenty four hours.
There's obviously something wrong with him.™
The child is hopelessly incomplete, because he
has lost the child’s natural privilege to laugh and
enjoy. The child becomes complete when he
laughs in response to Hayavandana's laughter.
This abnormal child has never laughed by itself.
Hayavadana's laughter restores the boy to
normalcy and makes possible his return to
humanity. As M.K. Naik suggests. “Modern
man must recover his sense of childlike curiosity,
wonder and amusement at the sheer incongruity
oflife in order to achieve integration.”

The subplot has been added as an adjunct
to reinforce the mind body dichotomy. There is
a problem of disaffection, parental neglect,
knowledge of the self, inadequacies and so on,
proves to be an integral part. It forms into a
whole with the main plot homogeneously. The
subplot of “Hayavadana,” the horse-man,
deepens the significance of the main theme of
incompleteness by treating it on a different
plane.

The horse-man‘s search for completeness
ends comically, with his becoming a complete
horse. The animal body triumphs over what is
considered the best in man, the Uttamanga, the
human head! Karnad uses the convections and
motifs of folk tales and folk theatre — masks,
curtains, dolls, the story-within-the-story-to
create a strange world. It is a world of
incomplete individuals, indifferent Gods, dolls
that speak and children who cannot. It is a world
indifferent to the desires and frustrations, joys
and sorrows of human beings. What is real is
only the tremendous, irrational energy of the
horse and its rider who moves round the stage.
They symbolise the powerful but monotonous
rhythm of life. The love of Devadattta for
Padmini, the love of Padmini for Kapila, the
changing of their heads and bodies and the
subsequent death, the question of state and the
identity in a world of tangled relationship are
the different stages in the structure ofthe play.

Conclusion :

Girish Karnad is the chief dramatist of the
modern Indian stage. He has directed attribute
movies, documentaries and TV serials in
kannada, Hindi and English. One huge might of
theatre is that you are responding to a live
person, a live actor. It is a skill like listen to a
live concert, which is very unlike listening to a
tape. It is this perfect understanding of the
theatre audience that has made Girish Karnad
a perfect dramatist with a contribution oftwelve
plays which were originally written in English
and a few more in Kannada of which
Hayavadana is one and the most performed of
his plays.
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Pawan Kalyan’s Political Journey :

An Incoherent and Uncertain Path
- S Swaroop Sirapangi, Research Scholar, Department of Political Science, University of Hyderabad.

Abstract :

Pawan Kalyan is a popular film actor in
Tollywood. His political innings started on behalf
of his brother Chiranjeevi’s launched Praja
Rajyam Party (PRP). After the PRP became a
political flop, Pawan began his party, Jana Sena
(JS). The present article focuses on Pawan’s
political role as the prime leader of JS. At last
concludes by observing how and why, so-far,
Pawan failed to raise the JS flag above his image.
The duration of Pawan’s major political life
covered in this article roughly covers upto
November 2019, i.e., upto before ending JS
alliance with the CPI, CPI (Marxist) and BSP.

Key Words : Jena Sena, Pawan Kalyan,
Kapu, Coastal Andhra, Tollywood.

Pawan Kalyan (Pawan) is a famous film star
in Tollywood. Tollywood refers to the Telugu
film sector. Pawan’s film entry was seen as a
succession to his brother Chiranjeevi. Since
Chiranjeevi’s withstand in Tollywood, Kapus
owned himmassively. Moreover, Chiranjeevi’s
success increased Kapus further hold in
Tollywood. Chiranjeevi and Pawan are
regarded as representatives of the Kapu’s pride
in Tollywood. (Srinivas S. V., 2009) (Totten)
Since the year 2008 onwards, Pawan has been
in the electoral realm. First, Pawan started his
political innings on behalf of Chiranjeevi’s
launched Praja Rajyam Party (PRP). However,
the PRP became a political flop during the 2009
elections, as it failed to capture the exclusively
targeted Chief Minister’s (CM) position. As a

last resort, Chiranjeevi merged the PRP with
the Indian National Congress (INC). After the
PRP’s 2009 electoral debacle, Pawan kept
silent and maintained a visible distance from PRP
activities. (Elliott, 2012) (KC Suri, 2009)

The united AP, which existed during 1956-
2014, was bifurcated to form a separate
Telangana State (TS). After the PRP merged
with the INC, the INC political prospectus in
the Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema regions
almost diminished with the emergence of the
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party
(YSRCP) and the formation of separate TS.
Thus, Pawan launched the Jana Sena (JS) at a
conjuncture when the united AP was bifurcated,
TS was formed, PRP failed and merged with
the INC, YSRCP became a dominant player,
and finally, after the INC political prospectus
got diminished. However, Pawan’s political
inability was visible when he failed to articulate
his response towards the PRP merge with the
INC. In March 2014, all of a sudden, Pawan
launched his political party, JS. Pawan’s political
life under the JS should be seen as the second
innings after the PRP’s failure. Since then,
Pawan’s political shifts were manifold as the
prime leader of JS. However, Telugu electronic
media particularly highlighted Pawan and his JS
could be able to achieve substantially. On the
JS launch occasion, Pawan even released the
‘ISM” book declaring it as the maiden
ideological version of the JS. However, the
‘ISM’ book received tremendous negative
reviews from some intellectual sections.
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(Srintvas S. , 2014a) (Srinivas S. , 2014b)
(TNN, 2017) (Bureau, 2014)

During 2014 elections to the Andhra Pradesh
(AP) Legislative Assembly (LA), TS LA and
Lok Sabha (LS) constituencies, Pawan extend-
ed JS unconditional support to the Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) and Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) alliance. However, the JS did not contest
in the elections. The JS emerged suddenly to
extend exclusive support in the 2014 elections
to the TDP and BJP alliance. Finally, the 2014
election to the AP LAresulted in ensuring victory
to the JS backed TDP and BJP alliance. Thus,
it was understood and analysed that Pawan’s
JS played a crucial role in AP’s TDP victory
prospectus.

Interestingly, the BJP also formed the
national government under the Prime Minister-
ship of Narendra Modi, who headed the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) coalition
government. (Gupta, 2014) As aresult of the
2014 electoral victory to the JS, TDP and BJP
alliance, Nara Chandrababu Naidu (Naidu)
became AP CM. Naidu primarily represented
the TDP. Even without any organisational
structure, Pawan extended the JS support to
the TDP and BJP alliance. Pawan’s JS support
base was understood to be emanating from the
Kapu caste and his film fans.

Some sections observed that all fans of
Pawan were not extending support to his JS.
However, some fans developed much hope for
Pawan and his JS possible optimistic political
prospectus. Further, for some, at some level,
there is a specific inter-sectional match between
Pawan fans and Kapus shown favouritism to
Pawan’s political activism. Thus, a specific

section of Kapus also happens to be Pawan
fans, according to such observation. Pawan’s
fan base is spread across many domains of
society and life walks, like well-educated
professionals, teenagers, co-Tollywood
colleagues, etc. His fans in abroad even invited
him to one of the world’s most prestigious
universities, Harvard, to address the gatherings.
However, inregular day to daypolitical life and
activity, Pawan’s enthusiastic teenage fan base
is visible, lacking a strong political orientation
on how to build the JS, as prominently observed
by political scientist, Haragopal. (AP24X7,
2019) (Telugu Popular TV, 2019)

So far, Pawan failed to project his direct
successful politician role. The politician style
refers to the conventional way of conducting
activities and engaging with the masses daily.
This kind of nature was absent from Pawan’s
part. However, the Telugu media projected him
as a sensational political hero. In a way,
Pawan’s political projection should be under-
stood from the Tollywood celebrity back-
ground, but not directly concerning his political
life. Lead celebrity film actors’ media projection
was extended to the politician turned Pawan.
There should be a considerable variation in
media projection over film celebrity personality
status and politician role. In the case of Pawan,
celebrity style media projection was conti-
nuously given to the politician turned Pawan.
Thus, a fundamental flaw was committed
manipulating mass opinion.' (Chomsky, 1994)

There was also a kind of critique made by
the AP LA opposition, Y SRCP, that unnecessary
media hype was given to Pawan’s irregular
public appearances; due to the JS and TDP
tie-up. Pawan’s intermittent public appearances
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were compared to interval sessions in movies.
As aresult, Pawan acquired opposition’s hurled
notorious critique that interval haul was more
in his political life; since he (re)appears in public
almost after a lapse of six months duration or
so. Thus, from one public appearance to another
appearance, Pawan’s interval was more.
Moreover, the YSRCP branded Pawan as
playing a B-team role for the TDP.? The
YSRCP and a few political commentators
believed that Pawan’s support to the TDP in
the 2014 election made a specific support base
shift to the JS, TDP and BJP alliance; without
diverting to the YSRCP. Moreover, the tilted
support base was, by and large, understood as
individual Kapu sections favouritism towards
Pawan’s led JS. If Pawan’s JS was not launched
and background political activity was not done,
it was expected that the YSRCP could have
won the 2014 election, and TDP might have
lost badly. Moreover, individual sections
propagated and believed that Pawan is acting
as a convenient opposition leader to benefit the
TDP; mostly, this dimension was massively
propagated by the YSRCP. To substantiate
such a version, the YSRCP leaders and pro
media used to establish some susceptible
evidence.

Even before the 2014 AP LA election, in
previously conducted by-elections to the AP
LA, TDP performed poorly. Then, it was
understood that the YSRCP grabbed sub-
stantive Kapu vote bank and performed well.
(DNA India, 2012) As a result, it was publicly
suspected that Naidu engaged in background
mode with Pawan and turned political
prospectus towards the TDP by mobilising the
Kapu vote bank silently during the 2014

election. The public belief was that the JS was
launched after due negotiations with the TDP
and BJP, in background mode. Thus, a political
conspiracy dimension was suspected and
believed by some sections of the society and
media professionals behind the JS launchina
sudden manner. As AP was bifurcated and
separate TS was formed, propaganda was
unleashed during the 2014 election that Naidu
was the only experienced administrator to lead
residual AP towards a high-level development
path; by claiming that Hyderabad under Naidu’s
regime had seen global significance. As a result
of'such a campaign and the background role of
Pawan’s JS and other factors, it was under-
stood that the TDP was able to form the next
government by securing an additional 0.3% vote
share than the YSRCP. (Jha, 2019)

Though it was believed that a significant
section of the Kapu’s rallied behind the PRP,
ultimately, the PRP failed to operate as a full-
fledged political entity with long-term vision and
operational dynamics. The PRP’s failure also
haunted the Kapu and other sections. As a
result, significant Kapu masses and other
sections could not believe the JS venture to the
fullest extent - since the JS was seen as an
extended offshoot of the PRP in another
reincarnated mode. That is one of the prime
reasons behind the JS failure, as of now, in
addition to other factors. Overall, though Pawan
has had certain political leverage to show,
primarily from his enthusiastic fan base, in reality,
he failed to use his fan base positively by
concretely setting specific agenda to achieve
and expand the support base further. Rather,
Pawan’s prime existed fan base enthusiasm
turned out to be an ultimate hindrance to
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succeed him, politically, at some level. Pawan’s
fan base at some level created much trouble to
his opponent sections, even at the individual
level to persons like film critic Kathi Mahesh
and actress Sri Reddy, to mention a few insta-
nces. However, Pawan kept on silent without
advising proper political etiquette on how to
conduct to his fans. In this respect, mutual failure
can be observed on the part of the fan base
and Pawan. However, since Pawan turned out
to be a leader, he was blamed for his failure to
use positively his fan base.

There is a wide gap in media hype, fans
enthusiasm and the JS electoral prospectus. A
primary understanding of Pawan’s political role
depicts his incoherence. Pawan’s incoherence
reflected on many occasions. To mention a few,
while touring the Rayalaseema region, Pawan
praised the region as close to his heart. Further-
more, Pawan declared that he would contest
from the Rayalaseema region to the AP LA;
but he failed to abide. In the same manner, while
touring the North Coastal Andhra region,
Pawan completely critiqued the Rayalaseema
people as rowdies; and said that he would
protect the North Coastal Andhra people’s
interests from the Rayalaseema region
politician’s exploitation. In AP, both the North
Coastal Andhra and Rayalaseema regions are
recognised as backward.

Regularly Pawan was mvisible to the media,
party men and women and the public. His party
had no visible leadership, organisational
structure and official spokesperson also for
long. Evenifa few were visible now and then,
they failed to sail with him for long. All those
who ended association with Pawan declared
their dissatisfaction over his unsuitable political

life. Though the JS social media team, fans and
Kapu sections unleashed tremendous trolling
against such comments - society, by and large,
believed the comments as genuine. Significant
people who left Pawan and expressed dis-
satisfaction includes, but not limited to, Raja
Ravi Tej and Sridhar Addepalli. (iDream News,
2019) (iDream News, 2020) The JS remained
a mere letter-head party and never declared
clear stands on vital issues of public concern.
After the 2014 election, Pawan self-projected
as a source to negotiate with the TDP and BJP
about people’s grievances. However, Pawan
failed to realise people’s aspirations. For
instance, Pawan’s incoherent stand during the
‘special category status’movement for AP was
one such occasion. His disappearance from
regular public life was another instance that
resulted in a lack of access to the general public.
(Gaddam, 2018)

Pawan’s ideological appearance aimed at
declaring support to almost every party. He was
known for ideologically left-leaning for his
repeatedly declared admiration to Che
Guevara, a revolutionary Marxist. However, he
advocated during the 2014 elections the Prime
Minister-ship of BJP’s Narendra Modi (Modi)
from Backward Classes (BC) category.
Pawan’s approach towards the BJP and Modi
ideologically contradicts his first declared left-
leaning to right shift. Pawan even-sided and
extended support to the ideologically centrist
TDP too. Pawan saw a vision in Naidu, who
can effectively lead the residual AP as CM
during the 2014 elections. However, from
2017-2018 onwards, Pawan started to oppose
Naidu’s TDP as the most corrupt. Pawan was
also incoherent to the Telangana movement.
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Though Pawan wished for the TS formation
while touring in the North Coastal Andhra and
Rayalaseema regions, he expressed a contrary
opinion that residual AP lost substantially due
to the TS formation. Thus, Pawan changed
statements depending upon the visited regions.

Pawan did not engage with two mainstream
parties, 1.e., the INC and YSRCP. Pawan has
been expressing opposition to these two parties.
Between the INC and YSRCP, the former is
almost routed in AP after the 2014 elections to
the AP LA and LS constituencies. As a result,
Pawan’s future actions have to testify whether
he will engage with the INC and YSRCP or
not? FromPawan’s long-standing opposition
to the INC and YSRCP so far, certain sections
expressed doubts; is he expressing opposition
to Reddy’s political prospectus in AP?
Furthermore, doubts were expressed - is
Pawan aspiring to replace Reddy’s role in AP
politics with Kapus and his JS? Towards this
end, suspicion also grew that both the TDP and
JS came together with this undeclared intention
only.

Even before contesting and winning
elections, the JS had acquired notoriety for
entering into pre-poll alliances with political
parties like the; TDP, BJP, Communist Party of
India (CPI), CPI (Marxist) and Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP). Advanced pre-poll alliances made
clear that the JS leadership was not confident
of winning elections on its own. For the 2014
elections to the AP LA, TS LA and LS
constituencies, the JS extended unconditional
support to the TDP-BJP alliance. Later, Pawan
broke that alliance in a phased manner. For the
2019 elections to the AP LA and LS consti-
tuencies, the JS ventured into a pre-poll alliance

with the CPI, CPI (Marxist) and BSP.
However, the YSRCP and a few commentators
observed that the JS had an undisclosed
understanding with the TDP. As proof, a few
pieces of evidence were offered where the JS
and TDP failed to contest directly. (Jonathan,
2019)

Another dimension observed post-2019
election analysis; that the previous 2014-2018
TDP and JS (electoral) alliance break-up during
the year 2019 election has caused specific
damage to the TDP’s electoral prospects in
some segments, as the JS contested in alliance
with other parties. Thus, the JS, CPI, CPI
(Marxist), and BSP electoral alliance failed to
spoil the electoral prospectus of the YSRCP
much; but it was analytically expected that the
alliance caused certain damage to the TDP’s
electoral performance. (Hareesh, 2019) At
times, Pawan also accused the TDP of breaking
an electoral tie with the JS, though he favoured
the TDP during the 2014 election, and TDP
benefitted prospectively by forming the AP
government. However, Pawan’s re-declared
favouritism to the TDP surprised many; how,
after accusing the TDP government as corrupt,
he wishes to realign with the TDP for grabbing
prospective electoral victory? Thus, a funda-
mental political flaw was observed on Pawan’s
part. Such an observed flaw also made the
political commentators observe that Pawan
lacked shrewd political dynamics to deploy
options in the pragmatic political game.

During the 2019 election—the JS, CPI, CPI
(Marxist) and BSP alliance won only one MLA
on the floor of AP LA. This one MLA
interestingly belonged to the Scheduled Castes
(SC) Mala community and got elected from
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SC reserved constituency in the East Godavari
district of Coastal Andhra. Moreover, this one
MLA won on behalf ofthe JS offered B-Form.
Thus, though it was understood and expected
by some sections that the JS would benefit
more to the Kapus, under the Kapus
leadership, in reality, a SC Mala section MLA
own. That is the prospective dynamism of the
pragmatic electoral democracy, which one can
observe from this instance due to the
prevalence of'the ‘first past the post electoral
system’.

Interestingly, that MLA showed much
inclination to join the YSRCP, though the
Y SRCP did not accept him into its fold, openly
so far. This was also a kind ofblow to Pawan’s
leadership. At another level, though Pawan
contested for two AP LA consistencies, he lost
badly. Overall, the JS, CPI, CPI (Marxist) and
BSPsecured —5.53,0.11, 0.32, 0.28 percent-
ages of votes share, respectively, during the
2019 election. On the other hand, the TDP and
YSRCP have secured 39.17 and 49.95
percentage, respectively, during the 2019
election.

Conclusion :

After political entry, Pawan failed to
demonstrate minimum political acumen. The
public observed Pawan’s unsuitability to
politics. Though vernacular Telugu media
highlighted Pawan as visionary and fans also
expected on the same line, in reality, his political
prospectus declined, at least as ofnow, in bleak.
How Pawan mayrise to the next level of political
prominence should be observed on how he

would play his effective political role according
to the unfolding political situations sprang up.
Without understanding the reality of life against
rosy film life, Pawan ventured into politics and
automatically aspired to enjoy the same film
celebrity status. This was a significant draw-
back on Pawan’s part. In addition to these
factors, Pawan even failed to build a minimum
credible organisational structure and base for
the JS. His prime target was to occupy the AP
CM position directly but failed to maintain
minimum political basics and acumen tactics to
build the JS base. Pawan appeared to have
believed his persona was taller than the JS flag
and expected to become AP CM directly,
without doing the required activism to ascend
the same position. Moreover, Pawan seems to
have believed that showing mere individual
opposition to certain leaders like against
YSRCP’s Jagan and TDP’s Naidu might
present him an automatic political edge.
However, mere critique against political
opponents is entirely different from building a
strong party structure and base through proper
constructive political activism and highlighted
party agenda. Pawan failed to prove his political
calibre in this dimension so far.
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Abstract :

The present study trying to trace a compre-
hensive history of Alappuzha port and this work
centers on two set of questions in the first place
detailed answers are sought to the question of
how Alappuzha port was emerged and
developed, politically and socio —economically.
Port Alappuzha a planned construction of
Travancore government in 1762 for the
involment of maritime trading activities was a
great challenge to the foreign trading companies
which tries to monopolize the entire overseas
trade and transports and this kind of trading
activities were very rare in Indian subcontinent
in 1700s. Another objective of this paper is to
trace the history of Gujarati community in
Alappuzha in the larger social context of Kerala
in relation to the emergence of Alappuzha port
and the past and present situation of Gujaratis
their social and cultural life focusing on the
identification of this community as a dying one.
Gujaratis were the one among the trading group
settled in Alappuzha, who were conservatives
and rigidly followed traditions and social orders.
What binds the community together is a common
passion for business and money making. They
were sharpened through centuries of maritime
trade and commerce and has an inherent ability
to do business, was attracted Travancore
government and they invited gujaratis to settile
in alappuzha for counter European merchants.

KEY WORDS : Alappuzha port, Gujarati
trading community , maritime history

Introduction :

In Kerala history maritime trade played an
integral part of its economic activities. Maritime
commerce is known to have been carried on

for ages between the Malabar Coast and Persian
Gulf.! Port acted as the doors for the micro
economic units of Kerala to interact with the
wider world outside. These were also the main
doors through which the outside world enters in
to the nook and corner of Kerala. The location
of ports and the rhythms of trade are largely
determined by the physical factors of geography,
geology and climate, specially the monsoon
winds dictated the economic life of the region
by subjecting its ports ‘The period of activity’
and ‘month of isolation’ bringing ships from
Africa, Arabia, and Persia etc. In short
Movement of the commodities, ideas, and people
through this port shaped a lot of the culture of
the people inhabiting the region. Travancore had
from very ancient time’s maritime trade relations
with the western and Middle East and Far
Eastern countries.* The anonymous writer of
Periplus of Erythrean Sea describes the
commercial activity at the ports of Muziris
[Cranganore], Nelcynda [ Niranam], Bacre
[Purakad], and Balita [Varkala] where coir,
topaz, precious metals etc...were exchanged for
large quantities of pepper, ginger, ivory,
peacocks, apes, piece goods and other indi-
genous products. Pepper was specifically
mentioned as a produce of Cottanara [Kuttanad]

Content :

Emergence of Alappuzha port we could
understand only with study of the socio economic
background of Travancore. Travancore [anglici-
zed version of the name Thiruvithamcode] was
pushed by the ambitious and state building Rajas
Marthanda Varma 1729-1758, and Rama Varma
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1758-1798, who were assisted and guided by
skillful ministers of Aiyyappa Marthanda Pillai,
and Raja Kesava Das, were generally
considered as the most brilliant administrators.
These personalities made Travancore one of the
major force in south India, specially Marthanda
Varma, he cleared all the divisive factors that
stood in his way. The expansionist moves of
Marthanda Varma came out of his economic
policies carried out for strengthening his state.
When he came in to power the condition of
Travancore was very bad, and to improve the
economy he conquered the neighbouring
territories. During that period coconut was the
main produce and the rulers of the Kayal lands
received a lot of profit from the production in
those regions. This profit insisted Marthanda
Varma to attack the regions of Karappuram and
Vaipin. He also annexed Vadakkumcore,
Thekkencore and kayamkulam territories
because these places were famous for its pepper
production. T It’s also proved that the Dutch
also abanded their old ally the king of Quilon
and kayamkulam at the mercy of marthanda
varma. Through the annexation of these places
he can easily control the most of the spice trade
in Kerala. During that period Dutch were the
most important power in sea trade. Because of
the annexation of the maharaja, the Dutch lost
sizable spice hinterlands from their control. In
course of time the Dutch tried to reestablish their
hegemony and control over these regions. To
utilize the situation maximum the English East
India Company supported Marthanda Varma
against the Dutch, the defeat of Dutch in 1741
at the battle of Kulachil'' shattered all the
commercial interest of the Dutch trade in the
region. By the annexation of kollam by
Marthandavarma, the pepper trade of the Dutch
through this port started to decline. With the
treaty signed after the war, the pepper trade
came under the control of the Travancore

government. With the treaty of Mavelikkara in
1753 the Dutch were compelled to sell a great
portion of spices that they had collected from
their ports to Marthandavarma. The annexation
made by Marthandavarma and the downfall of
the Dutch power augmented the economic status
of the Travancore state. Ashin das Gupta
memorized this act with the following words

“Finally Travancore challenged and
broke the Dutch blockade of the coast at sea.
This was done not by another navel battle
but by the establishment of a new port at
Alleppey a little to the south of cochin, which
the Dutch were forced to leave alone. All this
took some fifty years accomplish, in this half
a century the greatest single act in the
business world of Malabar was the monopoly
of Travancore

Meanwhile he also made an attempt to
procure spices from Kochi by the treaty of 1757,
which he signed with the Kochi raja. Following
this development there emerged a strong support
between Marthanda Varma and English East
India Company. He reorganized the state
administration and finances on a firmer footing.
The company found in him a powerful ruler and
they believed that the maharaja would provide
all the help to expand commercial interest of
the company in Travancore,so they gave full
support to him providing arms and ammunition
for carrying out his expansionist ventures.
Marthanda Varma turned his attention to the
most economically strategic states among his
neighbours and captured them one by one

During the reign of RamaVarma, generally
known as Dharma Raja or Kizhavan Raja’’
the state was going through a crisis. It was during
his time that the recurring invasion of Mysore
sultan started and got accelerated .It made a
large impact on the affairs of the state. With
Tipu’s invasion on Malabar, the people from
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Malabar started to migrate to Travancore.
Travancore state was also under the fear of
being attacked. In order to defend the state, Raja
needed wealth and the support of English East
India Company and their army too. By that time
the English East India Company had become
an eminent power in south India. During the time
of Marthanda Varma the relationship between
Travancore and the company was very cordial.
But during the period of RamaVarma, the
Company started to interfere in the internal
affairs of the state and the king could not resist
it because he had to fight against the Arkot
Nawab, Zamorin of Kozhikode and the
Mysorean Sultans. So he was forced to depend
up on the English arms, and in return the English
increased their demand for pepper.

During that period the condition of
Travancore was not good. There was a great
need for huge quantity of food and acco-
mmodating facilities for the migrating people.
And the wealth from the agrarian sector was
showing downward trends. It was in such an
atmosphere that RamaVarma ruled the country.
Against this background he was looking for a
personality who would revive the economy of
the state!” . He thus got the service of Kesava
Pillai who had a high vision about the economic
matters. His first and foremost object was to
raise the commercial interest of the country. For
this purpose he visited almost all the sea coast
towns from Cape Comerin to the north and
Paravoor in the south. During his journey he
identified the important and strategic economic
zones of the state and also realized the importa-
nce of Alappuzha. And he decided to develop
two new ports, one at Alappuzha and another at
vizhijam. Within a short time Alappuzha was
converted in to a port town and a warehouse
and a few shops were opened.. Many fairs and
markets were instituted at junctional points of

the areas of production and exchange. In the
real sense, port Alappuzha was constructed at
the time of Aiyyappa Marthanda Pillai who was
in charge of the Diwan of Travancore. Kesava
das converted in to a major trading centre and
the treaty of 937 [kollam era] [1762] Diwan
Aiyyappa Marthanda Pillai constructed a fort in
alappuzha for the development of trade [ mud
fort]. Another reason was that, with the
increasing disappearance of the Dutch trade
monopoly in the southern ports of Kerala, the
economic status of English East India Company
increased. Yet the Dutch domination over the
port of Kochi was always a matter of threat to
the British. A new port was needed for them to
divert the commodities that used to reach the
hands of the Dutch in Kochi from the eastern
parts of Kerala, and this also paved the way
for the emergence of Alappuzha port.

The central brain behind this plan was
Alexander Hamilton. Kesava Das took rapid
actions for the development of Alappuzha port.
Thachhil MathuTharakan a native Christen
merchant who was to supply timbers to the
British, advised Kesava Das about the
possibilities of the growth of trade in central
Travancore, if a port was developed at Alappu-
zha. Moreover Diwan also recognized the
importance of the place which had an extensive
mud bank along with sea. The building work of
port was started in 1762 and completed in 1786.
The first ship reached the port with cargo in the
same year. Mr.Beastan the then chief engineer
of Travancore was the chief designer of the port.
This port situated in Lat. 9.30°N Long. 76.19 40
E and is open to coastal and foreign trade in
1786. As a sea port it owes its importance to a
mud bank off the coast which renders the sea
smooth for shipping operations for the bulk of
the year. The port normally functions for a period
of eight months from September 15" to May
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15%. The Light house and a pier are also helped
to the development of Alappuzha port.

For Alappuzha to become shipping harbor
favorable factors were Pallaturuthi River,
Punnamada River, and Chakara [a peculiar
marine phenomenon]. These two famous rivers
were linked with manmade canals like
Vadathodu and Commercial canal. In order to
connect the shipping harbor with the commercial
canal they dug Opputti canal. And on the banks
of Opputti canal trading centers were sprang
up. For the development of trade various roads
were opened up for the traffic to the town from
various directions, and established a market at
Cheganassery and another at Thalayola-
parambu. They helped to redirect the commo-
dities to the direction of Alappuzha. For activation
of trade, fairs, weekly markets were held in
different parts of the state. Commodities of
hinterlands were brought and collected at
Alappuzha from where they were handed over
to the foreign trade. Besides Kesavadas,
Veluthampi {Diwan of the state} during the
period of Balarama Varma played a significant
role in the development of trade in Alappuzha.
He opened a network of roads for transportation
of commodities from various directions and
established weekly and by weekly markets at
economically important places of the state. He
cleared the bushy island lying in the midst of the
backwaters north of Alappuzha and planted
coconut trees and converted a portion of it in to
paddy fields.

In order to increase the state revenue and to
stabilize the price level of consumerical goods,
state introduced the trade system. According to
this, Travancore brought important commodities
like pepper, tobacco, salt, and cardamom, was
directly under the control of the state.?® The state
framed rules for the guidance of the commercial
departments and issued special royal procla-

mations legalizing the monopoly of all such
articles by the Sirkar and prohibiting all private
dealings in them. ‘Gudams’ were instituted in
order to collect and sail commodities. The sarkar
collected the commodities at a fixed price from
the producers and sold through these ‘Gudams .
Individual traders were deprived of the chances
of conducting exports and imports directly. In
1743 pepper trade was declared as state
monopoly. By this law no one could sell these
articles even if produced by him to anyone but
the Sirkar and that no one could purchase these
articles even for private consumption from any
other quarter, except from the Sirkar stores. As
a result of this the merchants can buy products
only through the government shops. An
important aspect of trading policy was the
exclusion of foreign merchants from interior
trade.

Under the direction of Maharaja, Rama
IyanDalawa organized a commercial department
and established ‘Pandakasalas ‘or Store houses
and depots at Padmanabhapuram, Trivandrum,
Quilon, Mavelikara, and Arakkuzha near in
Muvattupuzha. They were called ‘forams’ and
were guarded by the military and stored pepper,
tobacco, arecanutect purchased at rates fixed
by the sirkar .these depots were placed under
the supervision of officers called ‘Vichari-
ppukars’ or ‘Torakars’ .Custom houses known
as ‘Chowkeys’ were established for the
collection of custom duties at the frontiers and
duties on articles exported and imported were
imposed and collected. At present there are 32
Chowkeys in the state. An official named
‘adhikari’ was appointed to collect taxes he was
appointed by the king directly. He had to places
all the monthly accounts in front of the related
officials.

By the opening up of sues canal in 1856,
finished products from Europe largely started
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flowing in to Malabar in general and Alappuzha
in particular. The volume of trade from
Alappuzha increased considerably. After 1864
and there was a phenomenal increase in the trade
of Alappuzha. According to the treaty signed
between East India Company and Kochi.
Travancore was began to be considered as a
state within the British India, before the treaty,
Travancore was considered as a foreign state
and duty charges were paid on imported goods
from Travancore . After signing the treaty all the
duty charges paid on imported and exported
items, were removed. As a result the Alappuzha
based trade increased momentum. The amount
of export rose from Rs34.45 lakhs in 1861-62 to
Rs 72.76lakhsin 1869. coir was the most
important commodity exported from Alappuzha.
During the period of 1905-1906 43.6lacks coir
was exported from Alappuzha to U.S. Australia,
and Europe.1918-1919 it was again raise.

Naturally any town with such a harbour and
hinter lands will develop rapidly. State invited
north Indian merchants and others to settle and
trade in the new town, Parsis, Gujaratis kutches
and sindhis came and settled in Alappuzha. In
addition Chettiyars from present day Tamilnadu,
Konkani Brahmin refugees from Goa and from
several places along the Malabar Coast they
invited to come on very favorable terms.
Especially Land along the commercial canal was
given free, and the rents for the use of the state
warehouses were low. Temples and mosques
were built by the state for the new comers.

By inviting merchants from various regions
he could forge trading bonds with many parts of
the subcontinent. But the invitation implied also
that in Travancore no merchants were available
who could deal successfully with the overseas
trade. Even the internal trade of Travancore was
at that time very limited and it was mainly
undertaken by non Hindus or non malayalis like

Syrian Christians, Muslims Tamil Chettiyars, and
by some Tamil Brahmins. Among the settlers
Gujaratis were the main community who had
influenced the trade and culture of Alappuzha.
And it was around 1798 that they arrived at
Alappuzha. The most important aspect of their
arrival was the drought spread in Gujarat in 1798.
The Guajarati trades men who were put under
economic crisis, readily accepted the Diwan’s
offer which also provide them tax free land,
schools and exclusive temples. A Guajarati
street with buildings in Guajarati style was
constructed for them. In short Gujarati trades
men were given all they wanted in return for
their trade skill to be used at Alappuzha. The
Guajarati trading community thus got settled in
Alappuzha. At first a hundred families arrived.
Around 1900 it increased in to 400. They
engaged in trade on the bunks of the
“Commercial Canal” and the important goods
that they traded were the high range products,
copra, dried coco from which the coconut oil is
extracted. Realizing the commercial importance
of Alappuzha a number of Guajarati and British
companies began to establish their businesses
at Alappuzha. Some of the important Guajarati
companies were Dharamsi vagji, Rathamsi
Azarya, Empire Coir Mill, Mahaveer Coir Mill,
Vallabhadas kanchi. They brought spices and
other goods from the high range areas and
brought them to Kottayam jetty and from there
it was brought to Alappuzha through the
Vembanadu Lake in large boats which were
driven manually.

In 1840 the British resident general Cullan
abolished British monopoly in pepper trade. This
decision was highly profitable to the Guajarati
traders as pepper was the most demanded spice.
Copra and coconut oil were other important
commodities that the Guajarati’s handled.
Coconut was the major agricultural product of
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the coastal region and high range areas,
Alappuzha became the trade center of coconut
related industries. Dried coconut is called Copra.
This copra has to be dried more and cut in to
pieces and coconut oil extracted from it. For
the processing of copra “kanitta” was
established. About 180 kannittas were there at
Alappuzha. Availability of copra induced the
coconut oil production industry of Alappuzha. A
lot of oil mills owned by Guajarati’s were
established. The Gujarati owners of oil mills,
kannitta and the oil traders made considerable
profit.

Alappuzha was known as the coir city. In
early times, the European countries were
interested in jute products because of its capacity
to resist cold .but when coir matt and mattings
were introduced in European markets, it was
readily accepted because of its greater quality
against jute products. realizing the strength and
capacity to resist cold, an American namely
James Daragh established the first coir factory
at Alappuzha in 1859 viz The Daraghsmail&
Company*. The Guajarati’ traders toured on this
area, for the coir products. They set up coir and
coir products from the sub urban villages of
Alappuzha. And they are exported to European
countries.

The Gujarati’s established coir factories as
well, as coir and Coir products began to be
exported on a large scale. When the demand
for coir increased, the coir spinning sectors
established themselves as cottage industries.
This provided a new livelihood for thousands of
village men and women. Around 1812, the
Alappuzha pier was completed and it promoted
a considerable increase in export. Thus spices
and other goods from the high ranges, Coconut
oil, timber products, and coir products began to
export through Alappuzha and the result was
the establishment Alappuzha as “The Venice of

The East”. The Gujarati traders were active in
the trade Sector of Alappuzha, especially in trade
with Bombay from where they came.

Gujaratis - The Present Scenario :

During the glorious period of Alappuzha there
were 400 Gujarati families mainly engaged in
trade and commerce. But now they are reduced
to 15 families. Along with them the other trading
groups in Alappuzha, are one Sindhi, one Marvadi
family, and a few Maharashrian families who
are mainly black smiths from upper Maharashtra
{they reside near mullakal}. The language
spoken by this group is mainly Guajarati. They
can understand and speak Malayalam, but with
a different accent. The language used for prayer
and services is mainly Gujarati.

The Guajarati Community lives near the
convent square. The street is mainly known as
Gujarati street. It was Raja Kesava Das who
invited this Guajarati community to Alappuzha.
By profession they were traders. They trade
mainly timber, pepper, spices, arecanut, jeera,
kaduka, etc, and this type of business was
seasonal. In the early period they used money
and also practiced barter system for trade. At
the beginning of the 19" century the port reached
its zenith of its glory, as a result a lot of tradesmen
specially Gujaratis came to Kerala. The
reduction in the number of Gujaratis is mainly
due to the downfall of Alappuzha port.

As Alappuzha port is not a natural port, it
has its own drawbacks; it has the difficulty in
the shipment of cargos. And Loading of cargo
needed extra wages. Because at Alappuzha
cargo was to be brought to the ship which was
anchored about two kilometers away from the
shore. In 1928, Kochi Port was developed with
more facilities, which resulted in low cost
transportation compared to the Alappuzha port.
At Kochi packed cargos as well as large
containers could be directly loaded in to the ship.
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It gave large margin in wages. This attracted
the Gujarati tradesmen and they started to
migrate to Kochi, and other places

Around 1965 onwards the shifting started .3to
5 families shifted out of Alappuzha every year.
Most of the Gujarati tradesmen shifted their
Activities and trade to Kochi, Tamilnadu and
other prominent places. A few of them, who
were economically backward, still remained in
Alappuzha. They could not adapt themselves
to the new age mechanization and as a result
they suffered great loss. The coconut Oil
extraction industry is a good example. The
Gujarati mill owners adopted the traditional
method of oil extraction and this technology
caused a loss of 10% of oil. The introduction of
new technology oil- expeller unit could reduce
the loss by 4%.The new system needed only a
few labourers. Under these circumstances, the
Gujarati entrepreneurs who could not adapt
themselves had to wind up their business.

The firms based at Alappuzha had to shift
their centers. The high range commodities were
thus sent to Kochi, coir to Kollam and Copra to
Tamilnadu. For a long time the industrial area of
Alappuzha felt a doom later, on the basis of
market, skilled Labour and availability of quality
raw material, the coir industry revived in
Alappuzha. It is still existing, but in a
decentralized form, and have been scattered to
the suburban villages of the town. Due to the
shortage of raw material Coir fiber is purchased
cheaply from Tamilnadu, but of poor quality.
Thus still the coir mats and matting industry exists
in Alappuzha. Decline of trade and commerce
compelled the Gujaratis to leave Alappuzha. Yet
some factories still exist in Alappuzha, they are
Vallabhadaskanchi, Mahaveer coir company
etc..These companies are engaged in business
of high range commodities, tarpaulin and coir.
As the business became dull the number of

Gujarati families shift out of Alappuzha. The
Guyjarati school which was established by Raja
Kesava Das was also closed. The school building
is now being used as a godown. At present,
tourism has emerged as the new generation
industry in Alappuzha. The inborn skill of
Gujaratis compelled them to turn to new sectors,
and as a result a few of the Gujaratis switched
on to house boat industry. The political upheavals
like PunnappraVayalar upheavals also affected
Gujaratis in Alappuzha and its trade
relationships. The struggle and its aftermaths
paved the way for a tremendous growth of
communist party and trade unions. Their
demand for more wages was not affordable for
the existing new companies of the Gujaratis and
they were forced to wind up their companies at
great loss. In 1949, saw the integration of Kochi
and Travancore and the emergence of a new
state namely thiru-kochi. The new state came
under the rule of the president of India. When
these two separate states were considered as
one; the authorities gave more importance to
Cochin port, due to its facilities. This adversely
affected Alappuzha and the Gujaratis also. In
1956, the state of Kerala was constituted
according to the linguistic basis.The Aroor
Bridge was constructed which linked the district
of Alappuzha with Ernakulum. It presented more
profitable route for the transportation of the high
range commodities from kottayam to Kochi.
The kottayam Ernakulum Railway line
constructed in 1956 was a great blow to
Alappuzha. This enabled the transportation of
high range commodities from kottayam to Kochi
at a low cost. The merchants and exporters
began to depend on Cochin. At that time there
was no railway Line through Alappuzha. It was
only in 1989 that a railway line was constructed
at Alappuzha. By then majority of trade and
tradesmen had migrated to Kochi, Alappuzha that
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once flourished as a trade center had by then
already collapsed

Gujaratis are usually conservatives and very
close to their roots and preserve their cultural
identity as such. Now one of the major issue
faced by the Gujaratis is mainly related to
marriage. Though preference is given to
alliances from the same caste, in special cases
intercaste marriages are allowed. Matrimonial
alliance within the caste is a major difficulty that
they are facing. They are finding it difficult to
get proper alliances from Kerala. People of
Gujarat, and Gujarati community residing in other
parts of Kerala are reluctant to give their
daughters to Gujarati boys from Alappuzha due
to the dismal nature of economy, but the Gujarati
girls of Alappuzha are able to find bridegrooms
from Gujarat. Some changes noticed in the
institution of marriage used to held for two three
days in brides resident with many traditional
cultural customs and ceremonies held with much
gaiety and fun. Now marriage is just one day
affair with gaudy and lavish spending asserting
one’s social and financial status. Most of the
rituals related to the birth and death are now
also followed by the community. The migration
of Gujaratis of Alappuzha to other parts of
Kerala is mainly due to the lack of better
educational facilities, and poor career prospects.
The young generation of Gujarati community in
Alappuzha is ready to leave Alappuzha and
prefer the metro Politian cities like Bangalore,
Chennai etc...

Conclusion :

Alappuzha port was created under the
conditions of state involvement in foreign trade.
The state government found it as a rewarding

enterprise to have a state controlled export outlet
and charged the state commercial department
with the construction of the port Alappuzha. This
meant that the state could and would participate
in the foreign trade of pepper and other spices
and of timber, which was dominated at that time
mainly by foreign companies. In order to beat
the European trading companies in the long run,
Travancore government wanted a strong
merchant community in Alappuzha so that the
merchants were brought from various places
especially from the rich provinces of Sindh and
Cutch and they were given every facility for
carrying out a successful trade.

Gujaratis were the one among the traders
invited by the Travancore government for
facilitate trade .the government provided
everything for their settlement in return for their
trading skill. Gujaratis still in alappuzha had
preserved their tradition, style of dressing till
recently. It is observed that in spite of mingling
with Kerala culture the Gujaratis still maintain
their tradition, custom and convention. Ingrinded
with the soil of Alappuzha a few of them still in
Alappuzha are reluctant to leave the land for
better pastures. This community of Gujaratis is
not detached completely from their homeland.
They are living in a new ethnic, social, and
physical environment for a long period of about
200 years. In this process of adaption they have
retained much of their past tradition. It is
interesting to note that in spite of being settled
in a new environment and having been exposed
to various forces, this community has managed
to maintain their traditional value norms, culture,
religion, and language to a considerable extent.
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A Survey Analysis on the Impact of Social Media and Network
and Smart Phones on Youth
- Dr. Battu Kiritam, Asst Professor of History, GDC Haythnagar.

Abstract :

Smartphones are very important and
wonderful communicative tools used by all age
group people especially Young generation.
Without smartphones, one feels incomplete and
it has become the need ofhour. It has brought
a plethora of information resources within the
palm of ones hand and has bridged the
communication gap via social networking sites.
People remain in touch and come to know every
development in all walks of life within no time
on social Media. The impact of Smartphones
is visible in all areas of life including business,
education, health, marketing, social life etc. But
it is not out of place to mention here that every
technology has its pros and cons within. It has
also caused various health hazards and brought
miseries to people especially children which
include Eye strain, Neck and back pain,
Hypertension, etc. The present study is an
attempt to explore and examine the impact of
Smartphones on the life of young generation. A
web based literature survey was carried out to
find the objectives of the study. Various scholarly
databases were accessed to find the most
authentic and qualitative information related to
the study.

Introduction :

The first Smartphone was invented by IBM
in 1992 known as a Simon Smartphone. This
was a big breakthrough in the field of technology
and for the requirements of people. Smart
phones as name itself indicates something
special, facilitates easy, quick and affordable

world of information resources. The electronic
device which is capable of effectively performing
functions installed in combination of both
hardware and software parts. It can perform
many tasks that a computer do, one can talk,
send messages, take photos watch and share
videos, business, entertainment etc. In addition,
smartphones have several physical features that
set them apart from normal phones especially
every activity done through touch screen..

Smartphone has become a very important
and wonderful communicative tools among
Young generation. One feels incomplete without
the use of smartphone and it has revolutionized
all affairs ofhuman development viz: Education
and Research, Business, Health, Sports,
Entertainment etc. It has been observed that
use of smartphone has tremendously increased
since many years now. In any particular
occasion whether in public place, workplace
or any family gathering, everyone one
remainintouch with it. Research reveals that
majority of people especially young generation
remains busy in calling, checking messages,
watching or sending videos, up-dating, chatting
etc., so this has become an un-avoidable part
of individual’s life. It seems that life of youth
without the use of smartphones cannot run
smoothly. With the access to internet, anything,
anytime, anywhere happens/happening comes
to be known in a few seconds and the same
propagates very quickly around the globe.
However, the use of smartphones has badly
affected social, psychological as well as physical
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life of people especially young generation as
Bhalla (2017) is of the opinion that
smartphones are popular innovation and need
of the hour. It has both positive as well as
negative impact. It can act as Instructor,
Reminder, educational tool and Entertainer etc.
On the other side, acts as distractor, interrupt
you while doing important assignments with
irrelevant notification and disturbs ones social
life. Also creates nuisance at worship places
like Masjids, Mandirs, Churches Etc. In this
context, the present study is an attempt to
explore and examine the impact of

Smartphones on the life of young generation.

Objective :

e To explore the significance and
importance of smartphones in the modern
world.

e To examine the Pros and Cons of using
Smartphones.

e To highlight the impact of smart phones
on the life of young generation.

Scope :

The scope of the present study is restricted
to the use and impact of smartphones on the
social and physical life of young generation. The
study is further limited to the web based survey
ofliterature.

Review of Literature :

The review of literature related to the use of
Smartphones by Young generation is divided
under the following headings: Use of Mobile
phones : Overall view

Smartphones are one ofthe most mnovative
and communicative tools in the present world.
(Linsys, 2011) states that the availability of
smartphones keep people entertained with

various apps like play games, Music, Movies
etc. It also facilitates users in social interaction
via various platforms like Facebook, Twitter
etc. But, it has negatively affected life too like it
can develop compulsive behavior, can create
problems like security risks, hacks or even spied
upon.

Sarwar & Soomro (2013) have concluded
that these devices have sizeable impact on
Society. The impact of smartphones is visible
m almost all sectors like Education, Business
and entertainment sector. It creates miseries to
the people in many ways like privacy threats,
disrespectful behavior, distraction at work, etc.

Similarly, (Campbell, 2005) reveals that the
use of mobile phones have become a global
phenomenon and integral part of Young
generation. Young people use it in a positive
way to maintain social settings, family
relationships and have lead to changed
dynamics in family with issues of safety and
surveillance. However, it has negative impact
on young generation which includes Ostracism
and cyber bullying.

Afaliq (2013), says that the development
of smartphone technology has positively
affected human civilization where people doing
their tasks easily and remain busy, but it also
has developed negative impact on peoples life
style. It is witnessed that Teenagers remain busy
in texting all the time while as adults have got
remaining assignments like phone calls, emails
and other related works.

Bhalla (2017) believes that mobile phones
are popular innovation and need of the hour. It
has both positive as well as negative impact. It
can act as Instructor, Reminder, educational
tool, Entertainer etc. On
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the other side, acts as distractor as it may
mterrupt you while doing important assignments
with irrelevant notification and also creates
nuisance at worship places like Masjids,
Temples Churches Etc. Mount (2012) is of
the opinion that the smartphones have paved
way for instant communication like web surfing,
Education, Entertainment etc. However, as it
has negatively impacted on life of young
generation like health issues, poor social
interaction, privacy threats etc.

Hongnguyen (2015) highlights that
smartphones act as a quickest communication
tool, helps in contact with loved ones easily,
entertainer to listen music & games and also
help in study. On the other hand, it has got
addictive cause of ill effects especially on eye
sight, lack of personal communication and even
dangerous while driving a vehicle.

Lenord (2015) divulges that the popularity
of smartphones among young generation has
increased incredibly. They remain in contact with
each other and hence track all what they can.
With the result, it sometimes causes severe
Back problem, Nerve pain, Anxiety.

Depression and so on. Similarly, Smith
(2012) concludes that Mobile phones being
great and wonderful technology, everyone
should enjoy its benefits in useful manner;
otherwise it can lead to multiple Health Hazards
such as Teen Tendonitis (pain in the hands, back
and neck due to poor posture), Sleep Loss,
Anxiety, Stress etc. However, The Yale
Tribune (2017) identifies differently and
reveals that the production rate of Smartphones
has increased tremendously and 95%
Americans owns smartphones. This technology
helps in identifying Disease outbreaks using

things like social posts, keyword searches etc.
While as, this technology has caused negative
impact like Distraction and Digital Amnesia
(memory dependence on these devices).
Similarly, Tavasalker (2014) is ofthe opinion
that due to development in technology, 74% of
the population of India has smartphones and
hence become beneficial in various ways like:
Saves time, Millions of Apps, Go hands free,
Free calls, messaging, Wi-fi etc.

So it can be said that smartphones are
wonderful technologies in the modern era, and
it has influenced almost everyone especially
young generation. It depends on users approach
to maximize it benefits and minimize its hazards
so that it can prove productive rather than
destructive tool for ones life.

Use of Smartphones: The Positive impact:

Smartphone technology a wonderful tool to
support various services and the people feel
better positioned with it. Smartphones with the
availability of social media platforms are key
factors for providing services viz:- Better way
to communicate with people, Learning,
business, and other

applications. Gothami& Kumar (2016),
says that smartphone have maximum benefits
pertinent to education, social life, entertainment
etc. John (2013) highlights that smartphones
have brought a massive change in the lifestyle
of people and they feel comfortable in offering
user a vast platform for communication and
access to a wide range of applications. People
enjoy varied and easier services they provide
like: Exposer to learn things, ways to personality
development and ideas to succeed in business
(Mojaheren, 2017). Tavasalker (2014)
highlights that smartphones save time, offers of
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thousands of Apps, go hands free, e-mails, Free
calls, Chat, Wi-fi etc. Felecia (2019) provides
access to internet, e-mails and social networking
cites and also finishes multiple tasks
simultaneously. Anderson (2019) reveals that
smartphones keep one connected with social
networks and enable one to online shopping,
latest news updates and sports. While Purewal
(2015) 1s of the opinion that the smartphones
have improved life style and made lives of people
better by providing multiple features like:-
Keeps you safe even if alone, Detect
Earthquakes, Make doctor mobile, Always on
the scene, help people to cope with Illnesses
and Disabilities etc. Jung (2019) believes that
smartphone technology has become very
important part of life and people feel incomplete
without it. It offers various services like take
photos, direction (GPS), track appointments
and contacts and also helpful in business
purposes.

In the light of above studies, it can be
concluded that this technology has
revolutionized the people’s way of life in all
affairs of human development and paved the
way for getting multiple features to enjoy
mndividuals life.

Use of Smartphones: The Negative impact:

During daytime and 38.1% have decreased
sleep quality as they remain addicted with
According to Mount (2012), people use
smartphones at least 5 hours a day and also
usage of Apps increases significantly and with
the result caused degradation in Physical Social
mteraction, Distraction, Addiction, health
problems etc. Leonard (2015) has expressed
a great concern and says that smartphone use
has become a serious addiction phenomenon,

it has been found that female college students
use phones on an average of ten hours a day.
Another survey found that three out of five smart
phone users can’t go more than 60 minutes
without checking their phones. A new phobia
has been developed known as NOMO-
PHOBIA (fear of being without a phone)
another health related issues like Nerve
problem, Back problem, Anxiety and
Depression are seriously concerned.
Boumosleh& Doris (2017) in their study
about Smartphone addiction among the
university students found that 35.9 % of
students feel tired smartphones till late nights.
Similarly, Kendra (2018) expresses that the
excessive use of smartphone can exacerbate
thumb arthritis by excessive texting on mobile
phones. At the same time shorter wavelength
blue lights emitted by smartphones causes
Health hazards like Nerve pain, back pain
shoulder pain. Reading on smartphones is
worse for learning and comprehension
(Markley, 2018). According to Kelley
(2018), these devices create ADHD —like
symptoms in users, thus diminish the happiness
between social settings due to the constant flow
of information to their phones and also
disconnect the relation between parent and
children. Butler (2019) has identified the
negative aspects of smartphones and says that
smartphone owners have produced such sites
to enable the users proprietary information or
financial data thus causes Security risk.
Parasuraman, et.al, (2017), in their research
reveals that overuse of smartphone may lead
to psychological and physiological compli-
cation. (Miller; 2017) highlights that cell phones
give off Radiations and affect our brain cells
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and thus mutating existing cells, causes
Cancerous cells like brain cancer. Besides it,
an increase in the number of accidents due to
attention paid to the cell phones during driving.
In the same line, Arora (2018) reveals that it
has been observed that Children are handling
smartphones regularly for long hours playing
games etc. So, continued use and exposure can
lead harmful effects viz:Tumor (radiation
effects), Disturbed brain activity, Inappropriate
Media and Academic Malpractice.

Therefore, it can be concluded from the
above that smartphone addiction has developed
an unavoidable place in oneslife . People are
so much dependent upon it that Young
generation feels that life cannot run smoothly
without this . With the result, numerous negative
ill effects have been identified so far and much
more are to be known in further research.

Mobile Phone Safety Tips to Decrease the
Risk :
e Avoid giving cell phones to children to
the minimum as Young children’s are
vulnerable to effects of the radiation.

It is advised to take extra care if there is
a mobile phone tower on your building
or nearby or even close to the child’s
school since their exposure to radiation
is more than usual.

Completely restrict your child from taking
phones to the school. Keep the school’s
contact number and provide them yours
in case of an emergency.

Keep your mobile phones safely with you
and out of sight of your kids at night.
Children may quietly try to get a hold of
it and use it without you finding out.

e Parents should monitor whatever their
wards watching on such devices. And
also parents obligation to educate their
wards about pros and cons of
Smartphones.

Conclusion :

It can be concluded that Smartphones are
wonderful navigational tools and facilitates the
world of information resources on ones finger
tips. Smartphones have brought a massive
change in the lifestyle of people and they feel
comfortable in offering user a vast platform for
communication and access to a wide range of
applications Anything, anytime and anywhere
happens /happening in the world comes to be
known within no time. Smartphones with the
interesting features and services have made
individual’s life enjoyable and keeps record of
each and every moment. The new cult oftaking
selfies have become trending in the present
world. The technological power of the
smartphone is tremendous and it is quite a
learning tool for all especially youth These
technological gadgets have made our life very
comfortable. As it facilitates one to do a lot of
work pertainent to Education, Research,
Business, Entertainment, Sports etc. Besides
it, smartphones keep one connected with social
networks and enable one to online shopping,
latest news updates and sports. However, it has
also proved negative effects when not used
properly. Especially, Teenagers are mostly
addicted to it and causes negative results on
them both health problems (like Eye sight
problems, neck and back pain, Alienation, Brain
tumour) and also financial issues. Anew phobia
has been developed known as NOMO-
PHOBIA (fear ofbeing without a phone) is very
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common problem found among teen ages. complication. However, keeping things in
Further, health related issues like Nerve moderation and restricting usage hours goes a
problem, Anxiety and Depression are other  long way in ensuring their wellbeing as well as
seriously concerns. Overuse of smartphones  inculcating good behavioural habits, moral
may lead to psychological and physiological valves, and education.
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