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Language is like a lifeline for a human being. Just as breathing is necessary
for a human being to survive, language is equally necessary for the conduct of
life. Language is what separates a human being from all living beings. Today,
human beings are living in the world with this language. Without language, human
survival is questionable. Language is very crucial in acquiring knowledge. Language
plays a major role in education, teaching and learning. No kind of education is
possible without language. Mother tongue is the language that a child learns
effortlessly from the mother’s lap. Mother tongue is the language that every
human being learns naturally without being aware that he is learning. There are
thousands of languages in the world. Today, many of them are in danger due to
the influence of modern technology and English. Linguists emphasize the
importance of mother tongues and the need to continue them as the language of
instruction.

India is home to many languages, great culture and literature. All the
commissions mentioned about the education system in India have been highlighting
the importance of mother tongues. A comprehensive National Education Policy
came into effect in India in 1986. It was announced by the Ministry of Human
Resource Development under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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after almost 34 years. It was formulated on the basis of the Kasturi Rangan
Commission. Through this education policy, modernity was added to the education
system of the country and complete new changes were initiated. In this, a special
place was given to the mother tongue while mentioning all the aspects. The main
purpose of this article is to analyze the changes mentioned in this new National
Education Policy, the importance given to the mother tongue, the possibilities of
their implementation, and the challenges faced by mother tongues at present.

Keywords: New National Education Policy 2020. Mother tongue.
Importance of mother tongue. Challenges faced by mother tongue. The way
region languages is being implemented at the field level.

Definition of Mother Tongue

‘Education should be taught in the mother tongue until the child grows up
and becomes mature enough to understand education independently. Thus, the
mental powers of the child can be fully developed.’

‘Loving the mother tongue indicates our love for our nation,” said Mahatma
Gandhi. “Mother tongue is like mother’s milk, foreign language is like milk from a
bottle,” said the famous language philosopher Komraraju Lakshmana Rao.

‘Mother tongue is like eyesight, other languages are like spectacles,’ said former
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu.

Language is a great gift to mankind. All the culture, literature and arts of
every person are hidden in this language. However, when a person is a baby, he
learns the language easily and naturally by drinking milk in his mother’s lap,
listening to the sounds coming out of his mother’s mouth, and by the family and
society around him. This becomes the mother tongue of that person. That is
why every person has a strong hold on his mother tongue. No matter how many
languages he learns, he first applies that feeling in his mother tongue and then
expresses that feeling in the language he wants to express. That is why mother
tongue is equal to any mother. Linguists say that we should respect our mother
tongue as much as we respect our mother. It may be Telugu, English, Hindi, or
any other language. That is why someone’s language is called great.

Points mentioned by various commissions on mother tongue

Every commission on the education system in India has strongly
emphasized the importance of mother tongue, which shows how important mother
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tongue is. Starting from the Woods Dispatch Commission on education in India
in 1854, the Hunter Commission in 1882, and the Basic Education Policy in 1937
also stated that functional education should be taught in the mother tongue with
knitting needles. The Sargent Commission of 1944, the Radhakrishna Commission
of 1948, and the Mudaliar Commission of 1952 also specifically mentioned the
importance of the mother tongue. The Kothari Commission of 1964 proposed
the three-language principle. It stated that the mother tongue should be continued
as the first language. It proposed to implement the national language Hindi as the
second language and the international language English as the third language. The
first National Education Policy of India, which came in 1968, stated that this
three-language principle should be strictly implemented by all the states of the
country. The second National Education Policy of 1986 also supported this
three-language principle and stated that the importance of teaching in the mother
tongue at the primary stage should not be reduced. Later, the Unburdened
Education Commission of 1993 also stated the importance of the mother tongue.

Importance of mother tongue in curriculum

The NCERT National Council of Educational Research and Training,
formed in 1961, formulates and implements educational policies in the country,
and provides suggestions and advice to the central and state governments. NCERT
and SCERT are the institutions that prepare curriculum in India and provide it to
the central and state governments. These institutions are guiding the education
system in India, from a textbook-based approach to action-based, from
memorization and reading for marks to thinking, and are constantly formulating
new curriculums. This NCERT institution has revised the national curriculum
from time to time and has suggested many changes in the education system so
far. The first National Curriculum Framework was announced in the country in
1975. The National Curriculum Framework (NCF) that came out in 2005 proposed
a shift from textbook-based to action-based education. It is the most important
of the national curriculum frameworks. In this, inaddition to introducing separate
periods for each subject, separate periods and curriculum for language were
mentioned. In it, a separate time period was mentioned for the mother tongue at
each level. It was stated that the mother tongue should definitely be the medium
of instruction in the primary education system. Priority was given to non-stressful
education. Three hours a week were allocated to the mother tongue in the primary
stage, five hours a week in the upper primary stage, and 6 hours a week in the
higher stage.
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New National Education Policy 2020

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister of India after
independence, designed a strong central government control over education and
a unified education policy across the country. While a comprehensive National
Education Policy was announced in India in 1986, 34 years later, the National
Education Policy was announced by the Union Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD) of the Government of India in 2020. This has brought
about revolutionary changes by eliminating many gaps in the education system,
including modern education trends, technical education, and today’s modern
education.

The National Education Policy was made to build a comprehensive
education system in the country. The proposals made by these commissions are
implemented from primary education to higher education in rural and urban areas
of the country. The first National Education Policy in India was announced by
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1968, and the second National Education Policy
was announced under the leadership of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1986.
The third National Education Policy 2020 was announced under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The Kothari Commission recommended comprehensive changes in the
education system in India in 1964-66. It called for a radical restructuring of the
education system. It stated that equal opportunities should be provided to all and
free and compulsory education should be provided to all children up to the age
of 14. It proposed the three-language principle in school education. It suggested
that education should be increased to six percent of the national income. The
subsequent National Education Policy of 1986 stated that special attention should
be paid to the educational development of women, Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in the country while eliminating social inequalities in the country.
It emphasized the student-centered approach. The central government has brought
NEP 2020 with the aim of bringing about radical changes in education to make
quality education accessible to all to lead on the global stage. It has been stated
that the best education is the best way to move forward by developing the rich
capabilities and resources of the country for the well-being of the individual,
society, the country and the world. It has been announced that the aim is to make
inclusive, impartial and quality education available by 2030. This is to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). “The first NEP 2020 was released in
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the 21st century with the aim of meeting the many development challenges and
needs growing in our country. This education system has been shaped by learning
through observation and learning for exams, not by conceptual learning, but by
logical critical thinking.”

School Education

Mother tongue is very important in school education.It emphasized that
education and teaching should be carried out completely in the mother tongue of
every person in the country from the time he enters school to the primary level,
and if possible, the home language/mother tongue/local language should be the
medium of instruction up to the eighth grade and thereafter. The NEP 2020 stated
that the mother tongue can be continued as a special feature even after that. It
directed that this policy should be followed by government and private schools.
It stated that there should be no gap between the language spoken by the children
and the language used as the medium of instruction.The NEP 2020 suggested
changing the 10 + 2 school education plan already in force in schools. In its
place, it was decided to introduce a curriculum in four levels inthe 5+ 3 +3 + 4
method for students from the age of 3 to 18 years.

Currently, the teaching of mother tongues in schools in the country

Currently, the teaching of mother tongues in schools in the country has
become a village due to the influence of English. This poses a serious threat to
the mother tongue in this society. People are eager to learn English in view of
employment and opportunities. At that time, they are forgetting that they are
reducing the importance of their mother tongue like their mother. However, the
responsibility of seeing to it that the mother tongue is strictly implemented in
schools lies with the governments.

Currently, at least in the primary stage, there are no schools that continue
to use the mother tongue as the medium of instruction, both in government and
private schools. The same situation continues in government and private schools.
However, students who are learning English as the medium of instruction from
the primary stage are learning Telugu only as a syllabus. With great difficulty,
Telugu is being taught only as a subject in the primary and higher stages. Teaching
IS not done through Telugu medium. Then, the student reaches a situation where
he is afraid if Telugu is seen in the higher stages.
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Implementation of mother tongues

If we look at the current school education system in the country, the mother
tongue is only seen in words and in the proposals of the commissions. The
governments that should have implemented it strictly are continuing teaching in
English medium in government schools from the primary stage. In this situation,
we should think about how the mother tongue can survive. However, according
to the original mother tongue rules, the mother tongue should be taught as the
first language to the student. But as the importance of the mother tongue has
decreased in schools, the mother tongue that should be taught as the first language
IS being taught as the second and third languages even in intermediate and
degrees. This is like giving an axe to the mother tongues.

Challenges in the implementation of mother tongues

No state has announced that it will implement the regulations of the education
commissions and the NEP 2020 proposals regarding the mother tongue as the
medium of instruction at the primary, primary, upper secondary and higher levels.
In no state has the mother tongue been fully implemented at the primary level. At
least, government and private schools are not even thinking about that. In that
case, it remains to be seen to what extent these proposals will protect the language.
It is very important to teach children in their mother tongue. Because a child can
express his joy and creativity in a language that is naturally and easily learned. But
today, instead of teaching the mother tongue at the primary stage, ABCDs are
being taught before A and A are being taught. Such a happy and pleasant
environment is being deprived of students in schools.

Challenges of Telugu Language Teaching

Andhra Pradesh is the first state in India to fully implement the three-
language principle proposed by the Kothari Commission. Telugu is the regional
language of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Telugu is the mother tongue of
about 10 crore people in the two Telugu states. Telugu is the fourth most spoken
language in India after Hindi, Bengali and Marathi. In terms of teaching and
learning in schools, Telugu is taught as a first language, second language and
third language. For those whose mother tongue is Telugu, Telugu is taught as a
first language. Telugu literature, culture and traditions are taught in this first

language.
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But when they have to teach Telugu along with their mother tongue, the
Telugu language they are taught is taught as a second language. When the regional
language is different, the language spoken by the less people in that area is different,
and when the mother tongue is different, they have to learn the regional language
spoken by the more people as a second language. This is a must for their daily
lives. For such people, Telugu language or the local official language of that
region is learned as a second language.

For example, in the Telugu states, the regional language and official language
Is Telugu. Since the mother tongue of the majority of the people here is Telugu,
the people who speak Urdu, which is a minority, are learning Telugu as a second
language. However, Telugu taught as a second language is very easy and is suitable
for public affairs. This language does not have in-depth chapters, lessons, and
analyses related to culture, traditions, customs, and literature.

With today’s modern trends, with the influence of science, technology,
and English, priority is being given to English language from the moment they
enter school. Due to this, school students do not have a proper grasp of Telugu
language literature. Thus, since students studying in English medium do not have
a proper grasp of Telugu language, Telugu, which should be taught as a second
language to those whose mother tongue is another language, is being taught as a
second language instead of Telugu, which should be taught as a first language to
those whose mother tongue is Telugu. This is not a matter for those whose
mother tongue is Telugu at all.

Suggestions

To protect the mother tongue, as stated in the NEP 2020, it should be
strictly implemented in government and private educational institutions through
mother tongue teaching in schools. Government orders and court judgments
should be issued in the mother tongue. The people should be made aware of the
importance of the mother tongue. The people should be made aware of the need
to preserve their culture and traditions and the consequences of reducing the

language.

Everyone should work for the development of the Telugu language. Telugu
must be used in their daily lives. If we speak Telugu at home, teach children to
read and write in Telugu, read Telugu books, watch Telugu movies, listen to
Telugu songs, participate in Telugu programs, use websites and apps related to
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Telugu literature and language development, and support organizations working
for the development of the Telugu language, the mother tongue will flourish for
four periods.

Conclusion

Language is the supreme weapon that makes a person great. Therefore,
the mother tongue, which is easily learned in the mother’s lap, contributes greatly
to the overall mental development of the person. The mother tongue, which is so
important, should be implemented in the primary stage of the child. Until the last
decade, teaching in the mother tongue was implemented to some extent in
government and private schools as mentioned in the three-language principle.
Today’s modernity, the exponential growth of technology, and the influence of
English have caused immense damage to mother tongues. Although the education
commissions have mentioned the importance of this mother tongue, it must be
said that it is not being implemented at the field level. One reason for the lack of
implementation is that private educational institutions continue to be completely
in English. Another reason is that teaching in English is implemented even in
government educational institutions.
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