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Terrain analysis of Golconda fort
- Dr. Meesala Ramakrishna, Assistant Professor of History, Manipur University.

Abstract :

Terrain analysis is an important component
in the fort’s studies, and playing a key role in
understanding the civil engineering technology
of'the past. Recent developments in the field of
Terrain analysis have led to a renewed interest
in studying forts. However, these rapid changes
in studying forts civil engineering skills in con-
struction ofthe Golkonda fort played vital role
in security and safety under various dynasties
from themedieval India. So far, however, there
has been no research about the terrain analysis
of Golkonda fort. This paper will examine the
terrain analysis of Golkonda fort. The paper
has been organized in the following way, his-
torical background of Golkonda and Terrain
analysis of Golconda fort.

Key words : Terran, Fort, Golkonda, En-
gineering, Construction

Historical Background of Golkonda fort :

The Golkonda fort originally know as
Mankal Golkonda fort from the times ofits ori-
gin during Kakatiya dynasty as part of western
defenses along the lines of Kondapalli fort. The
fort underwent several constructional changes
from the reign of Rani Rudrama Devi to Qutb
Shahi’s. The fort was renovated by Pratap
Rudra, Musunuri Nayakas and Bahmani Sul-
tans. Under the Bahmani Sultanate onwards
Golkonda slowly rose to prominent strategical
fort and in the Sultan QuliQutb-ul-Mulk (1487-
1543) appointed a governor of Telangana as
the Golkonda fort as seat of governmentaround
1501. When the Bahmani rule gradually weak-
ened Quli formally became independent in

1538, establishing the Qutb Shahi dynasty
based in Golkonda. The civil engineering skill
are observed from the construction of city and
fortress on a granite hill at 120 meters height
surrounded by massive battlements. The fort
was initially as mud fort and under Qutb shahis,
over a period of 62 years it was expanded with
massive fortification by using the granite in con-
struction around SKM in circumference under
the first three Qutb Shahi rulers.Later the ex-
pansion was taken 7KM outer wall encloses
the city. It gained itslegacyas capital up to 1590
and then capital was shifted to Hyderabad. The
development of fort and expansion stuck with
the attack of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. The
fort finally fell into ruin in 1687, after a eight
year long siege by Mughals.

Terrain analysis of Golconda fort :

The fort of Golkonda is of the premier forts
of south India and one easily sees two major
structural enclosures in Golkonda. The outer
perimeter with a series of concentric walls and
gateways that was part of the town of Golkonda
with habitational settlements on a north-south
axis. The habitational settlements are marked
by the prevalence of residences, bazars, and
workshops in addition to other public places
like burial grounds and open grounds for reli-
gious gathering out the religious structures, both
Hindu and Muslim but predominantly Mushm.

The outer perimeter is entirely located on
flat land which gives ease of communication.
One is mistaken to see that Golkonda is at a
very high altitudinal point. In the range of 1900
meters above sea level and the heights point
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with a large part of the structure being in the
range of 1700-1800 meters.

However, there are other places in the vi-
cinity which are having higher elevation but, on
a plateau, and therefore not immediately reveal-
ing to the naked eye. One may wonder at how
such a large population both inside and outside
the fort had met their needs for water. It is only
when one links the nearby locations that are of
a very high altitude at a distance of thirteen ki-
lometers can one locate the source of water
which is the Durgamcheru.

The entrance to the main fortified section is
on flatland and therefore to prevent suscepti-
bility to attack the fortified wall takes a sharp
turn at a degree 0f 90 to reveal two large doors.
This strategy was to slow down the march of
the ferocious elephants that were often used to
break open the doors by battering logs or by
using their head. Therefore, the gate isat a very
precarious angle that will slow down the el-
ephant and also render it to attack from the
position of the wall above. As one enters the
fort the awesome gate reveals fine work of
stucco which is part of the Golkonda tradition
whose best example is the paigah tools, the
medallions on this stucco are at a height of fifty
feet and they reveal medallians with portraiture
depicting mythical and semi historical person-
alities from the Persian tradition that underscore
the development of a persianite culture in
Golkonda. As one proceeds after crossing the
gate, one of the wonders of Golkonda it be-
comes immediately palpable. The acoustic
marvel is achieved by simple method where one
clap is immediately audible only to the person
on top ofthe bastion that is located at the dis-
tance of 300 meters above and at a distance of

around 1.5 km if one were to use these steps.
On the right side of the entrance are the bath
houses or the human with provision for heating
water and circulation of water connecting the
waste water to taps.

The large amount of alter is supplied at dif-
ferent levels through the wells and then lifted to
the higher reaches by the means ofthe Persian
wheel or arhatta. The source for the water
from Durgamcheru is transferred to Golkonda
by a simple use of gravitation which is not vis-
ible easily as the undulating terrain over a very
vast distance tapers down gently to bring the
water via underground channels. At the lower
level one also sees a small jailand armory. The
present-day structure is divided as entrance and
exit making the whole tour of the complex a
circular trip. Whereas the same was not part of
the original plan. This is revealed by constant
additions and the most marked are prevalence
of'new series to house caravneers and others
like soldiers.

Most of the structures are in a grid like
square manner and this is punctuated only by
the deviations that follow in normal course of
the hill. We also see the steps are in the range
ofthree meters of breath and very steep indi-
cating the use of horses frequently and points
to the design keeping in mind the cavalry.

The interior palace reveals fine work of
stucco and has two remarkable features that
make it architecturally distinct the first one is
the use of the acoustic devices like the pillars
and plasters to convey signals and sounds within
the palace complex by intricate method of con-
cave and convex reflection of sounds reveals
itself in the mastery where messages could be
easily passed by an observer without revealing
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his identity to the king and super ordinate au-
thority at a higher level who faced the audi-
ences. The second important part of the pal-
ace architecture is the asymmetry that seems
to be deliberate. Here the super ordinate per-
sonality whose full view is visible to the audi-
ence is afforded protection by the asymmetri-
cal positioning of the throne not below the cen-
tre of the arch but at a considerable distance
right side. Whereas the audience for the per-
son as granted to speak in front of the durbar
was directly in front of the line ofkerb stone of
the arch. The quick reflexes of the would be

assassin who would have hurled any concealed
weapons would not harm the king as the line of
action was not straight and therefore the prob-
ability of hitting the upper part of the body was
considerably deviated. The lower part of the
body would not be exposed to assault as it was
covered by a wall.

The descent from Golkonda also houses
open grounds and religious structures like
mosques and temple. This mosque unlike the
mosques at the lower level is smaller but well
ornamented showing that they were for the elite
use and whose clientages were same.

Fig No. 1 Golkonda fort

asde sro088 |

| 143



Val. 15, Issue UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal

Vol. 18, Issue. 12, December (3) 2021 A i
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 e{!@éj --fsal underArts and Humanities Category

W

L) i\‘ K
s ‘i o
2R I
O e
.'0‘0'0.' " 1::
3

Fig No 3 Golkonda fort

(ensde sroo@s ] 144




BHAVAVEENA .
Vol. 18, Issue. 12, December (3) 2021 mé )ED UGC CARE List Gro‘f‘? - 1 Journal
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 %7 S SE4C underArts and Humanities Category

Wl
S
) ‘\\'.\.\\1\\\
e
s
S
o,

(g

AN

:,-m’,'ﬁ"#‘s"‘\ W
s, .g.g \i“\‘i "

o
N

11

Fig No 6 Golkonda fort
(arosde S5 | | 145




underArts and Humanities Category

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal

e

,

ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

Vol. 18, Issue. 12, December (3) 2021

BHAVAVEENA

Fig No 7 Golkonda fort

O3

| 146

asde sro088 |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 18, Issue. 12, December (3) 2021
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

History, Data and Flood : On 1924 Flood of Kerala

- Dr Sebastian Joseph
Assistant Professor, Department of History, UC
College, Aluva, Kerala, India.

- Meenu Jacob
Assistant Professor, Department of History,
S H College, Chalakudy, Kerala, India

Abstract :

In the proposed paper an attempt is made
to examine the Great Flood 0f 1924, popularly
called ‘thonnutty onpathile vellappokkam’
which had occurred in the erstwhile native state
of Travancore. The Flood left a deep impact
on the socio-economic history of the state and
also affected the conditions in the nearby area
of'the adjoining states. As waters rose, schools
and churches were turned into shelters for
people who rendered homeless. Besides the
government, various agencies like religious,
community and political organisations were in-
volved inrescue and relief. Social relations of
castes were redefined, even if temporarily, by
the flood. The present study is inspired by the
new mode of narrative history covering the
larger scenes of flood in the Travancore using
variety of archival sources

Key words : Great Flood, Reports, Press
Notes, Autobiographies, Memory

Introduction :

The Great Flood of 1924 in its natural turn
created great records too. Records that statis-
tically, quantitatively and qualitatively narrated
the event with a cluster of new words and
phrases. Structural linguistically use of words
and phrases like ‘fear’, ‘agony’, ‘horrified’,
‘destroyed’, ‘damaged’, ‘killed’, ‘landslides’,
‘soaked and spoilt’, ‘rescue’, ‘heads of coco-
nut trees are only seen’, ‘washed oft”, ‘heavy
rainfall’, ‘damages to crops and cattle’ and ‘di-
saster’ comes in a row through the records,

official and unofficial that vividly address the
issue of representation of the calamity. In its
present connotation too these records are a
pointer to get to know the collective conscious-
ness of the Flood of 1924. Flood records and
flood memories are social records that are im-
mensely useful for any society that confront
similar situations in any period oftime. The vast
corpus ofthese documents contain in it lessons,
historical lessons that anyone can easily com-
prehend for the use of the contemporary times.
In a way the flood records and memories are
vital links that make connected histories of a
region possible in all its senses.

Documentation of Floods in Archival
records :

The paper is about an important time marker
in popular memory of the people of India’s
south-west coast. The Great Flood of 1924 —
popularly known as Thonnoottionpathile
vellappokkam — persists as a nightmarish
memory in the minds of elderly people in south
west India. The rainfall intensity of the South
West Monsoon was too voluminous that the
havoc it wreaked was unprecedented. Heavy
landslides in the Western Ghat Mountains re-
sulted in the flooding of rivers flowing down to
the Arabian Sea. The erstwhile Travancore and
Cochin States and parts of Malabar were the
most impacted regions. Travancore, the south-
ern geographical part of Kerala, was particu-
larly and disastrously hit by the flood. The in-
cessant rain that poured for the three weeks
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continuously left mnumerable human settlements
both on the hills and plains got washed away,
extensive areas of agricultural crops were de-
stroyed and communication completely ruined.
Accordingly, the flood that occurred in
Travancore in 1924 was so extraordinary that
it merits the description of “The Great Flood’.
It is locally remembered as ‘Thonnootti
onpathile vellapokkam’ (The flood of
M.E.1099). The significance of the flood was
such that many old people in Travancore used
to anchor their memories in relation to the flood.
Events were reckoned as having occurred be-
fore, during or after the Great Flood. Autobi-
ographies are rich with description ofthe flood
and also significantly figures in many a work of
fiction.

The midlands of Travancore were more
populated, and the coastal lands even more so,
than the highlands. While the highlands were
covered with jungles and plantations, the mid-
lands were the seat of a variety of cash crops
including rubber and pepper. The inhabitants
of the midlands were peasants who had mi-
grated from the lower slopes and the coastal
tract, especially, beginning from the early de-
cades of the twentieth century. The coastal
tracts were home to the cultivation of coconut
and rice. Many of the rice fields were created
from swamps and shallow backwaters through
reclamation, a process which dates back to the
nineteenth century. Considering the size of
population, the density of human settlement and
the wide range of economic activities, the im-
pact ofthe flood was more severely felt in the
midlands and especially the coastal regions as
compared with the highlands.

The south-west monsoon arrives on the
Travancore coast with intense rainfall in late May
or early June. Such intense rain was consid-
ered normal. The year 1924 has no exception.
In fact, unlike in earlier years when sea-ero-
sion forced the closing down ofthe state port
at Alappuzha during the early monsoon, in
1924, the sea was so calm that operations at
the port continued unhindered (Manorama, 28
June 1924) But by the middle of July a drastic
change set in. The rainfall turned excessive.
Most of the areas in the erstwhile Travancore
and Cochin State and parts of Malabar region
were submerged under the floodwater. Among
them the state of Travancore was the worst af-
fected. As the monsoon intensified, fourteen
major rivers, its tributaries and extensive back-
waters of Travancore began to swell. Conse-
quently sea level rose and erosion was mighty
and due to the severe sea tide water could not
empty to the sea (Deepika, 29 July 1924). As
the rivers over-flowed into the basins, the fields
and houses were soon flooded (Manorama,24
July 1924). An overview of the calamities on
the coastal tracts may be gained from the words
of PK Narayana Pillai, Councillor from
Ambalapuzha taluk, on the floor of the
Travancore Legislative Council: “The tracts and
basins drained by a number of rivers, namely,
the Kallada river, the Kulakkada river, the
Pamba river, Minachil river, and the Periyar
have been invaded by the inrush of water and
the inhabitants of these region have been ren-
dered homeless. Dead bodies, houses, and
much moveable property are said to be afloat
and people have been reduced to the most mis-
erable position” ( Travancore Legislative
Council, July 21, 1924).
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The extent and severity of the flood appear
to have been acute, causing landscape changes,
damages to crops, cattle, houses and people,
and it prompted the princely government to
announce reliefmeasures. Considering the grav-
ity of the situation, the government of Travan-
core issued regular press-notes and circulars
on the flood. These were based on reports filed
by officials in the field. While there were de-
tailed description of the arrival of the flood, the
devastation and relief measures occurring in the
coastal and midlands, but the newspaper cov-
erage of the Highland was scanty and the regu-
lar press-notes issued by the Travancore gov-
ernment was the only authentic source to know
about the high range. The worst impact ofthe
flood had to be borne by the low land owing to
its geographical peculiarities and the high ranges
were not at all free from the havoc and the in-
flicted losses to the high ranges were compara-
tively low. The roughness of the flood was es-
pecially evident in those localities, where the
pattern of human settlement changed, owing to
change in the direction of river, formation of
new streams and river mouths ( Deepika, 22 July
1924). Heavy rain fall resulted in the formation
oflandslides in Highland completely blocked
the roads to Peermade and brought life to stag-
nation. Though Munnar was above the sea
level, geographically it was surrounded by big
hills. The Great Flood took away practically
the whole Munnar town. New tracts of land
emerged and a road was turned into a river
and a river appeared in new land tracts. (
Manorama, 19 August 1924). Flood had de-
stroyed well equipped plantation industries,
bungalows, coolie lines, bridges, roads, facto-
ries and the railway track of Munnar, since it

was not possible to restore the railway track in
its earlier position and that is why they opened
anew rope way from Munnar to Bodi via Top
Station ( Government of Travancore, Press
Note No.2).

The majority of those uprooted by the flood
were of socially marginalised sections like
Pulayas and lower castes like Ezhavas. The
press note dated August 1, 1924 issued by the
government stated that in Changanacherry,
“about 1000 Ezhavas and Pulayas are reported
to be housed in school buildings (Government
of Travancore, Press Note No.2). The situa-
tion was similar in Chertallai, where “the houses
on the lake-side had been washed off and sev-
eral huts of the poor have given away (Gov-
ernment of Travancore, Press Note No.2). Of
Karthikappally, again, it was noted: “The
Pulayas, Parayas, and other people rendered
homeless by the flood are reported to number
2000. They are housed in the public buildings
of Haripad. According to the latest reports; their
number in the Haripad town comes to nearly
3000 ( Government of Travancore, Press Note
No.2). The worst perils were in the
Ambalappuzha taluk, including Kuttanad and
Alappuzha. Kuttanad was especially vulnerable
as a greater part of its landmass was rice-fields
reclaimed from the Vembanad backwater and
where cultivation was done at below sea-level(
Rammohan, 2006:50). The press note of Au-
gust 7, 1924 noted that “the entire population
of Kuttanad had to leave their homes and seek
refuge at Alleppey and its suburbs,
Ambalapuzha and Changanacherry”. Officials
inspecting flood damage found that “from
Alleppey to Changanacherry “[there was] one
sheet of water with only heads of coconut trees
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and a few roofs seen here and there” ( Gov-
ernment of Travancore, Press Note No.2).
Narayana Pillai, the Assistant Engineer at Quilon
reported that from Trikunnapuzha to Thottapalli,
he “could not see any land above water”. As
the press note of August 1, 1924 proceeded to
note, “[h]e found the basement of the TB at
Karumadi only 7 inches above the flood, and
the building was crowded by nearly a hundred
people who resorted thither for safety with their
cattle and belongings. The lock was under one
and a half ft. of water. The big boats were not
passing the Karumadi bridge. This state seems
to have continued without appreciable differ-
ence till the 24", Struck with the seriousness of
the situation the Navigation, Syndicate and
Darragh Smail Companies placed all their boats
at the disposal of the rescue party organised in
Alleppey. Some boats were sent even to
Changanacherry to do rescue work for that
town”’( Government of Travancore, Press Note
No.2).

In a state like Travancore, agriculture was
the main activity, most labour was rewarded in
kind, and the population lived largely on what
they grew, land was the primary resource.
Where cash did not play a great part, land was
the most prized possession (Jeffrey, 1994, p.26).
Flood came as a rude shock to the cultivators.
Standing crops were destroyed. As seed-stocks
were soaked and spoilt, this, in turn, affected
the succeeding Kumbham cultivation. In
Vaikkom taluk, as much as 20,000 acres of
28,400 acres of wetlands under cultivation, and
in the Kuttanad pakuthies of Changanassery,
16,356 acres of wet land out 022,042 acres
went under water. Further, in the latter, seed-
stock estimated at about 50,000 paras and

another 75,000 paras of paddy stocked for
consumption were damaged ( Government of
Travancore, Press Note No.2). In Thiruvalla
8000 acres of sugar cane were destroyed.
Kartikappalli lost standing crop in 5000 paras
of fields, in 1000 acres of homesteads, and
cattle numbering over 10000 ( Manorama, 24
July 1924). MR Madhava Warrier, Member
of Legislative Council who visited the flood-
ravaged areas reported, “I was truly horrified
at the deplorable plight of the poor labourers
and indebted petty farmers. In Chegannur, near
the Punja fields and the Pamba River, there are
very few houses with mud walls which have
not crumbled down. Houses were destroyed,
crops were damaged, and cattle were killed
and maimed. In my village itself, five persons
have succumbed to inundation. Farmers are
deprived of seeds and livestock. Coconut trees
were uprooted. I found that in two or three
compounds whole forest had settled down and
crushed all fruit-bearing trees. These com-
pounds present the appearance of large timber
depots. Underneath the heaps of timber are
found remnants of many valuable timber houses
which are being pilfered away by bands of fuel-
hunters”(Travancore Legislative Council, July
21, 1924).

The flood engendered a new economy, even
if transitory. The shortage of foodstuffled to a
sharp increase in prices. There were complaints
of profiteering by traders. The press note au-
gust 1, 1924 noted that the price of rice shot
up to 10 chakrams per edangali in Muvattupuza.
The local officials therefore had to intervene to
bring down the prices to six chakram. The price
rise had cascading effect. The official efforts
were not evenly successful. At Quilon, for in-
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stance, while the traders formally consented to
abstain from hoarding and profiteering on the
ground these continued to occur. The traders
lend their signatures on the copy of the govern-
ment notification that banned hoarding and
profiteering and this was even displayed at busy
centres for the information of the people, price
of rice continued to show a steak
increase(Deepika,5 August 1924). A large part
ofrice reached Travancore through Cochin. As
shortage occurred in small centres the big mer-
chants in Cochin also began to increases the
prices. There the price ofrice per sack varied
fromrupees 15'2to 18'%. Therefore Travancore
had to request Cochin to prevail upon the mer-
chants there not to inflate prices unduly. Be-
sides financial relief distributed by the govern-
ment, charity from wealthy person emerged as
a formofnew circulation. Furthermore the food
inflation did not go away with the receding of
the waters. Thus we find that even into the third
week of the flood year rice prices remained
extra ordinarily high. Interestingly, at Alleppey,
there was a cry to institute a public distribution
system for the supply of grain, which it
materialised only two decades later — in the
context of the food inflation caused during the
Second World War. As the fields and home
gardens were covered with water cultivation
came to a standstill. Consequently large num-
bers of agricultural workers were thrown out
of employment. As coir prices crashed, pro-
cessing was substantially scaled down and un-
employment spread to industry( Manorama,

24July 1924). It was observed in the press
notes: “The situation was so serious that loot-
ing was feared”( Government of Travancore,

Press Note No.2). The theft was reported from

many places in the Ambalapuzha taluk. Mas-
sive theft of cocoanuts from standing trees in
the deserted homesteads was reported from
Chertallai. Even worse affected were the fisher
folk of Quilon, who, as the government admit-
ted, turned into beggars: “On account of the
roughness of the sea for some days, the fisher
folk of the Quilon town were not able to go out
to the sea and earn their livelihood. They con-
sequently began to go into the town in large
groups and beg”( Government of Travancore,
Press Note No.3). In Ambalapuza too, “a
good many of the people that came to obtain
gratuitous relief were fishermen of the
coast”’(Government of Travancore, Press Note
No.2). The government attempted to start some
local work to provide the labour for the unem-
ployed. It was identified that some of them could
be put to maintenance work ofthe roads and
canals.

With the agricultural economy thrown out
of gear and the massive destruction caused to
public assets, including roads, bridges and build-
ings, the state itself was turned into a victim of
the Great Flood. Along with the immediate re-
lief works state took the initiative of reconstruc-
tion works which includes the reconstruction
ofhouses, remission of taxes, special loans for
purchasing seeds and cattle for cultivation. It
challenged the financial stability of Travancore
government both directly and indirectly
(Travancore Legislative Council, July 21,
1924). The expenditure incurred on the state
completely altered the expectation of the finan-
cial advisors and they were forced to reorga-
nize the earlier prepared budget which consist
ofusual expenditure. The disturbances of trade
and production blocked the regular income to
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state in the form of excise, customs and forests
revenue. The unexpected expenditure for flood
relief turned the Travancore economy, which
had a persistent surplus arising from commer-
cial agriculture and external trade, into a pau-
perized economy with a deficit of0.79 lakhs in
the year ME1100 ( Travancore Legislative
Council, July21, 1924). For reducing the defi-
cit, adjustments were made by dropping few
items from the Account Officer’s Memoran-
dum which resulted in an aggregate reduction
ofRs.35, 275 from the total expenditure. The
items dropped from the budget are opening of
a special survey class at Trivandrum, provision
for revising the land revenue manual, provision
for developing the resources of the central
prison, deputation ofa vetenary inspector to
the vetenary college at Lahore for post gradu-
ate study, deputation of a fishery inspector in
Japan, additional provision for the purchase of
apparatus for the Bacteriological Laboratory,
provision for the opening of an Anchal line from
Kothamangalam to Munnar( 7Travancore Leg-
islative Council, July 21, 1924).The amount
reserved for these expenses were utilized for
reconstruction works.

Interestingly, as water from the highland
reached the low lying regions, a major social
agitation of national dimension was simmering
there. This was at Vaikkom in northern
Travancore, where the leading activists of the
Indian National Congress (INC), in alliance with
a host ofregional political organisations across
the country and a few major social activists of
Travancore, was engaged in a long-drawn
struggle against untouchability. The year-long
Satyagraha was conducted close to the pre-
mises of the Siva temple in Vaikkom. By July

the flood water reached the site of satyagrahis
at Vaikkom. Satyagraha was dynamic even in
the midst of flood and volunteers stood in wa-
ter and water reached the height of their neck.
All the roads leading to the Vaikkom temple
remained under water. In the easternside flood
had risen to the level of the platform of the po-
lice shed and it later extended to the centre of
the Brahmin shop. In the western side water
had risen to the level of the shop Veranda and
the road leading to the boat jetty, Anchal of-
fices, Sub-registrar office as well as the hospi-
tal compound were covered with water. Flood
water rose at every moment and all the entrances
to temples were swelled with water.

( Vaikkom Satyagraha files,1924)

The social relations of castes too were re-
defined, as a consequence of the flood. “Be-
fore the coming of the flood, the local savarna
elite used to avoid going anywhere near the
agitators for fear of caste pollution. Now the
severity of flood compelled people of both up-
per and lower caste to travel in the same boat.
They had no other alternative to participate in
the feast and attending other functions”(
Manorama, 16 August 1924). After flood re-
ceded they again renewed their old customs.
Naturally they are ready to make some kind of
alteration in their routine life for a short period.
Gandhi opined that 1924 flood of Travancore
would be beneficial to low caste. In about ten
to twelve places temples were thrown open to
people of all castes. Misrabhojanam was con-
ducted in few areas. Gandhiji stated that, “a
common calamity had the power to bring rich
and poor under the same roof for a common
purpose irrespective of their caste and regional
differences”( Manorama, 26 August 1924)
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Here, memories of flood analyze the flood
from the perspective of their individual mental-
ity and this flood was a referring point for the
people of that time to calculate their age, time
etc. Oral history can be used to gather knowl-
edge of locality, including knowledge that is
part oflocal culture, by accessing people’s first
hand experiences of and bodily involvement
with specific physical environments, often as
workers, as farmers and miners, for example(
Trower,2011, p.25).Therefore, in the words of
Donald A Ritchie, oral history is an active pro-
cess in which interviewers seeks out, record
and preserves such memories. Since individual
experience events differently and maintain dif-
ferent social objective. They began playing more
attention to how popular and folk cultures con-
structed the past (Ritchie,2014, p.16). While
studying the flood, we can see some ofthe com-
mon traits in their explanation, but differences
of opinion that may be due to the peculiarity of
their locality or particular events that occurred
within their local surroundings only, most of
these writings cannot be found in any written
records.

As ahistorical event, flood also comes within
the context of collective memory of the people
and they recollect event or used to anchor their
memories inrelation to flood. Therefore it re-
mained as a popular time marker in the memo-
ries of old people. Indeed literature represents
the reflection of life and it includes both facts
and fictions. These literatures represent the
thought processes of the people and these
thought processes are the outcomes of the
some remarkable events that occurred in their
life or it completely altered their course of life.
It symbolizes the atmospheric condition of that

particular age. Therefore such events became
the themes for many novels, poems, autobiog-
raphies in later times.

Flood and the construction of Sources :

For the time being all the records that were
created became records that narrate the inten-
sity of the flood, a never before experienced
event in Travancore and an excavation of the
texts reveal use of terms and phrases that de-
scribed the flood and the connected life stories
of the masses. In the method of treatment
sources varied with differing description mo-
dalities and structures, but the overall feeling
that one gathers from these sources unravels
the monumental flood. New records like pho-
tographs too reveal a lot about the devastation
caused by the flood, especially in the hilly re-
gion interspersed with a network of tea and
coffee plantations and its allied infrastructure.
Innovels and short stories the flood assumes
the role of an event, a fictitious/ factual event
that became a watershed in the history of
Travancore.

Newspaper Reports :

Among primary sources, importantly, the
study explored contemporary newspaper re-
ports. We relied especially on two newspapers
of'the 1920s, Nazrani Deepika and Malayala
Manorama, published from and available at
their offices at Kottayam. While there were
detailed descriptions of the arrival of the flood,
the devastation and relief measures occurring
in the coastal and midlands, newspaper cover-
age ofthe Highlands was scanty. For the main-
landers, the High Range was an alien world of
jungles, European planters, Tamil immigrant
labourers, and tribal people. Except carrying
occasional reports on the new crops and new
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practices introduced by the European planning
enterprises, the newspapers hardly reported on
the life in the High Range and a change came
only from the 1930s when local people from
mid-land and coastal tracts started migrating
to the High Range.

Planters Memoirs :

Therefore, for the period under discussion,
the memoirs of the Europeans associated with
the tea planting industries, form an important
primary source (some of the memoirs have been
published). In this regard works of Heather
Lovatt, Toby Martin, Pigott JEG are extremely
relevant in this context. These works attempted
to investigate the transformation of Highland into
aland of plantations. The concerned idea is that
ecological imperialistic attitude of the British
authorities brought a structural change in the
landscape of the Travancore by converting the
existing rural agro-eco systemand due to these
changes, at the time of Great Flood; the impact
of'the flood was more severe. The local popu-
lation of Travancore practiced an eco — friendly
agrarian structure based on shifting cultivation
in earlier period. With the advent of the British,
as a part of their economic exploitation they
introduced new land use patterns which com-
pletely shattered the existing physical geogra-
phy that completely ruined the ecological bal-
ance of the area. The ideology of colonial mo-
dernity introduced for mobilising the capital,
technology and labour power of the native state.
The princely state of Travancore, as a puppet
in the hands of British gives silent concessions
to all their activities. These kinds of capitalist
exploitative nature destructed the environment.
By 1924, the time ofthe Great Flood, the land-

scape of the Travancore High Range had been
substantially transformed.

Visual Documents :

Regarding visual images too, the highlands
were more yielding. While this, there is signifi-
cant absence of photographs of the Great
Flood in the midland and coastal tracts, a set
of photographs of the flood in the highlands
could be collected, especially Munnar and its
surroundings that were a part ofthe vast tea-
empire of the Kannan Devan Company. Con-
sidering that photography in the region does not
have a long history and even this was by and
large confined to the domain of the state, Brit-
ish corporate units, and a few rich households,
that too occasionally, and intended to docu-
ment ceremonial happenings — and victories
in pastimes like hunting — rather than disas-
ters, photographs on the flood are difficult to
find.

Proceedings of Travancore State Legisla-
tive Council :

A third primary source is the proceedings
of Government of Travancore. The study could
draw the proceedings of the Travancore Leg-
islative Council for a period 1924-25. The pro-
ceedings incorporate the detailed reports of
each taluk or division regarding the flood filed
by the members of Legislative Council. The
proceeding looks into the role of state as an
agent for managing the processes of reconstruc-
tion of assets in a long term purpose in the form
of reconstruction of houses, remission of tax,
public works etc. And it discusses the ad-
journed budget due to the flood and shows how
the economy of Travancore was seriously struck
by the intervention of flood and how It chal-
lenged the financial stability of Travancore gov-
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ernment both directly and indirectly and it con-
tinue to traces how the Travancore economy
changed into a deficit economy. The proceed-
ings of Popular Assembly for the same period
were not immediately available and therefore
could not be consulted.

Archival Sources :

The other governmental document consulted
the proceedings of revenue department, land
revenue department, developmental depart-
ment, confidential section and general section.
These records shows the beginning of flood,
its gravity by comparing the flood level with
other flood occurred in earlier, rescue and re-
lief operations undertaken by both government
and other private organisations, fund sanctioned
by the government, and its utilisation in terms
ofboth immediate as well as the long term pur-
poses. The documents looks into the appoint-
ment of'a Special Officer S C H Robinson, as
New Land Revenue and Income Tax Commis-
sioner for executing the reconstruction works
and he took more than one year to complete
these works.

Vaikkom Satyagraha Files :

The Great Flood of Travancore, 1924 has
also been written into the history of India’s na-
tional movement and the social history of Kerala.
The flood coincided with a major social and
political agitation in Travancore, the Vaikkom
Satyagraha. As water-level rose consequent to
the flood, the agitators were seen standing waist-
deep in water for days on, yet continuing the
agitation. It indeed became a refreshingly new
form of struggle. Therefore, the collection of
files relating to Vaikkom Satyagraha, the im-
portant social and political agitation that coin-
cided with the Great Flood, was also consulted.

Oral Testimonies :

To amuch limited extend, the study draws
on a fourth primary source, namely, interviews.
People with ‘direct” memories of the Great
Flood were already few and far between at the
time ofthe beginning of the study and dwindled
rapidly. Memories are vital source of informa-
tion about the events, movements and pro-
cesses of the past. It helps to develop a mul-
tiple perspective interpretation about a particu-
lar historical event. Individuals perceive events
differently and maintain a different approach in
recognizing the facts behind the events that can
be formed in the minds of people because of
their particular social environment. The act of
remembering or recollecting events is entirely
personal and invisible in the majority of the
written record that kept in the archives. There-
fore, people with direct memories are signifi-
cant part in this study.

Travancore Almanac and Directory :

Travancore almanac and directory gives
detailed descriptions regarding the divisions of
Travancore, its administration, map of
Travancore, metrological tables, remarkable
events, names of government officials, tea and
coffee estates, Christian missions etc.

Travancore State Gazetteer :

The other source that relied on the study
was Travancore State Gazetteers of 1924 and
1925. The government informed its activities
to the people through the gazetteers. The or-
ders and notices regarding the various govern-
ment departmental activities published in the
gazette like sale and auction of the timbers that
kept in the different places due to the flood,
formation ofrelief committees in Travancore and
Kottayam, and other cooperative societies that
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formed inrelation to flood are the major sub-
jects dealt in the records of the gazetteers.

Letters of Mahatma Gandhi :

The letters of Mahatma Gandhi that was
published as ‘collected works’ by Delhi publi-
cation division was the other source regarding
the flood. One of his letter, he wrote about the
severity of flood that caused destruction to
houses, crops and fertile soil turned into sandy
waste. In this letter he requested the people to
contribute voluntarily for the flood relief pur-
pose. The other letters regarding this study,
mostly address or concerned the issue of
Vaikkom Satyagraha and his message to the
Satyagrahis, and also he reminded the
satyagrahis the need to follow the non violent
strategies against the violent methods adopted
by the higher caste and their goondas.

Literary Works :

The study also draws on vernacular litera-
ture, that is, Malayalam literature, that depicts
the Great Flood. Thus the fictional world of the
flood presents the multi-faceted identity ofthe
flood which is shaped in the minds of the writ-
ers and readers. The identity ofthe floods as a
facilitator of agriculture underwent change,
when people found its identity as the massive
destroyer of life. In a sense Great Flood be-
came a time marker of common history and
the timeline of events were set with reference
to the Great Flood of 1099. This includes po-
ems, short stories and novels besides biogra-
phies and autobiographies. Prominent among
them are kovilan’s ‘“Thottagal’, Kakkanadan’s
‘Orotha’, cherukkadu’s ‘Jeevithapatha’,
Puthan Kavil Mathan Tarakan’s ‘Ormakalude
Nattil’, Thakazhi’s ‘Vellappokkam’. Kodugallur

Kochunni Thamburan’s long poem ‘Athivatha-
varsham’ depicts flood in both Malayalam and
Dravidian languages. In similar way, poems of
K C N Vazhunnor, Pandithan Kadathanattu E
P Ramakuruppu, P M Krishna Wariar also ex-
plains about flood.

Conclusion :

From the narratives contained in various
documents of archives and contemporary
newspapers, one could perceive the magnifi-
cence of the flood of 1924. Various adaptation
patterns were adopted by the people and the
administration that the impact ofthe flood could
be minimised. Non-administrative structures
were also involved in the rescue and relief
programmes as we see in the case of Churches
and temples which played several significant
roles. At some instances the barriers of caste,
sect or religion was transcended that people
overwhelmingly prioritised the value of life than
other identities.

Relief activities conducted in asylums were
continued up to or till mid August of 1924.
When they settled in their respective places,
once again there was a sign of flood though
severity was not that high. The flood psycho-
logically impacted the people that the destruc-
tive effects of weather created an pessimistic
outlook to those who had nothing of their own
to live by after the floods, who then instead
preferred to die than taking advantage of the
temporary help offered by the relief party. Af-
fecting their confidence of overcoming the geo-
graphical determinism imposed by the nature
on their lives, it took a significant span of years
to resuscitate to the normal way of living.
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Complex Verb Groups and Tonic Prominence in Telugu
- Dr. K.Balu Naik, Department of Linguistics, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Abstract :

This paper is based on systemic network of
functional grammar. The network analyses the
connections among different strata of language
such as phonology, lexico-grammar, semantics
and context. In this paper, the phonological stra-
tum in terms of tonic prominence and lexico -
grammatical stratum in terms of verb, and their
context based connection are attempted for
analysis. Telugu is a Central Dravidian language,
mainly spoken in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The language has some special
morpho-syntactic properties like complex verb
groups. In English, complex verbs are not found
as frequent phenomenon. In this paper, some
Telugu sentences, which contain complex verbs,
are studied in the aspects tonic prominence and
contextual meaning. The tonic prominence is
analyzed in terms of marked and unmarked
phenomenon. Marked place of tone refers to
non-neutral meaning (specific meaning) and
unmarked place oftone refers to neutral mean-
ing (general meaning).

Introduction :

This study explores some special features
in Telugu in relation to complex verb groups
and tonic prominence. The theoretical approach
used for this study is the Systemic Functional
Grammar proposed and developed by M. A.K.
Halliday. This approach emphasizes on con-
text relatedness with language at different lev-
els such as semantics, lexico-grammar and pho-
nology. In this study, the contextual connection
with meaning, grammar and tonic placement is
observed in some sentences with complex verb

groups in Telugu. For each Telugu example, an
equivalent contextual comparison with English
at the level of utterance and meaning has also
been given to understand the meanings of
Telugu sentences clearly. Through this paper, a
special feature oftonic prominence regarding
complex verbs in Telugu is analyzed.

Key words : Complex verb, Tonic promi-
nence, Telugu

Complex Verb Groups in Telugu :

Telugu has extensive use of complex verbs.
They are considered as verb groups. These
verb groups are generally a combination of two
words which operate for a single action. In
such wording groups, the preceding word con-
tains the main content of meaning, and its fol-
lowing word provides the significance ofa verb
to the group. Complex verb groups generally
contain some combinations like the following.

e Noun+ Verb
e Verb+ Verb
e Adjective + Verb

Intonation :

Intonation refers to the rise and fall of the
pitch of the voice in spoken language. Intona-
tion is inevitable in speech. It is part of the struc-
ture ofany language. People are much less able
to talk confidently about intonation and rhythm
because these are figures of language in use
rather than language in units (like words). Into-
nation is inevitable whenever a language is spo-
ken; it is important because we eventually real-
ize that it carries meaning and will often be the
most important part of a message; and it is in-
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tegral part to the study of any language, for it
links up not only with meaning, but also with
grammar, pronunciation and spoken discourse
at large.

M.A K. Halliday introduced the notion of
trio of systems operating in English intonation:
tonality is the system by which a stretch of spo-
ken text is segmented into a series of discourse
units of information which corresponds to the
speaker’s perception of pieces of information;
tonality is the system by which an individual,
discrete unite of information is shown to have
prominent word which indicates the focus of
information; and tone is the system of contrast-
ing pitch movements in each unit of intonation.
The three systems operate according to con-
textual need of conversations.

Tonic Prominence :

The system of Tonicity deals with tonic
prominence. Every intonation unit contains one
tonic accent focusing the most prominent item
in that unit of information. There are seven sig-
nificant features to identify tonic syllables in
speech. They are pitch peak, maximum pitch
range, kinetic tone, loudness peak, decre-
scendo, tempo marking and pause. Change in
tonic brings change in focus of the information.
Hence, if certain word is prominent in a piece
of information, it is realized in the voice quali-
ties which are mentioned above.

Tonic prominence is focusing a word in an
information unit by applying tonic accent on a
syllable of the focused word. Hence this as-
pect is mainly related to the system oftonicity
within intonation system ofa language. Accord-
ing to contextual need of meaning, tonic promi-
nence is applied to the focus.

Tonicity is treated as neutral whenits focus/
tonic prominence/ tonic location is very com-
mon phenomenon without any specific impor-
tance in the information. On the other hand,
tonicity is treated as marked when its focus/
tonic prominence/ tonic location is very spe-
cific with particular importance in the informa-
tion. Marked or unmarked tonicity in complex
verb groups depends on the semantic value of
morpheme/word in the verb group. Unmarked
tonicity is generally attracted to the element with
more semantic (content) value. The element with
lesser semantic value is a dependent on the other
for its complete sense of meaning. This theo-
retical understanding forms the methodological
basis in this study.

Note : some notations are employed in this
paper for the purpose of making the point clear.
Two slashes // indicate tone group boundary.
The capital letters in every tone group is the
indication of tonic prominence. Colon: in the
tone groups mean length of vowels. In every
tone group, the tones are assumed to be falling
tones according to the context.

Tonic Prominence in Complex Verb
Groups :
1. Verb Group : Noun and Verb
The following are the examples of verb
group: Noun + Verb combination
e Context : She went into sleep (asa gen-
eral answer to “what did she do”)
Eg : Telugu: //axzme 'NIdra  po:indi//
(unmarked, ‘po:vu’(go) is dependent on
‘nidra’ (sleep))
She sleep (n) went (v)
English: %//she SLEPT// (unmarked)
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e Context : She went into sleep (believe
me, [ amreally telling the truth)
Eg : Telugu: /a:me nidra  PO:indv/
(marked, additional meaning of empha-
sis on the action)

She sleep (n) went (v)

English: //she DID sleep// (marked, ad-
ditional meaning of emphasis on the action)
Here, both ‘nidra’ (sleep) and ‘po:vu’ (go)
are content morphemes. Since ‘nidra’ has more
semantic value in the information, the example
is said to be the instance of unmarked tonicity.
The example can also be ambiguous ifits con-
text is not available to the listener.

e Context : She lost her sleep
Telugu: //a:me nidra PO:indi*// (un-
marked, here, ‘nidra’ (sleep) is the part
ofnoun group) her sleep (n) went
V)
English: //her sleep is disTURbed//

The ambiguity of meaning in or can be un-
derstood both at the level of grammar and in-
tonation (in terms of marked or unmarked sys-
tem tonicity). Here, the ambiguity is also be-
cause of ‘a:me’ (she or her). In such cases,
the location oftone also plays arole to distin-
guish between noun groups and verb groups in
a clause.

2. Verb Group: Verb and Verb

The following are the examples of verb
group: Verb+ Verb combination

e Context: They came here and died

Telugu: //va:llu ikkadiki
CHAccha:ru// (unmarked)

They hereto came (v) died (v)

vacchi

English: //They came here and DIED//

e Context: they died only after coming
here
Telugu://va:llu ikkadiki VAcchi
chaccha:ru//(marked, tone shifted from
the last word)

They hereto came (v) died (v)

English : /They CAME here and died//

e Context: They came here ( but don’t

like their coming, )

Telugu: //va:llu ikkadiki VAcchi
chaccha:ru// (unmarked, ‘die’ has no lit-
eral realization)

They hereto came (v) died(v)
English: //They CAME here //

In Telugu, the above expression is contex-
tually treated as idiomatic. To convey the same
contextual meaning in English, some lexical item
or tone of voice with non-receptive sense of
meaning is additionally needed.

3. Verb Group: Adjective and Verb

The following are the examples of verb
group: adjective+ verb combination

e Context : the sky turned into red

Telugu:// a:ka:sam ERra badindi// (un-
marked)

sky  red(adj) fell(v)
English: // the sky turned into RED//

e Context: the sky turned into red (the
speaker is emotionally emphasizing this
as a fact)

Telugu: // aka:sam erra  PAdindi//
(marked, emphasis on the action)

sky red fell
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English: // the sky turned into RED//

In English, to convey such kind of empha-
sis, high falling tone is required.
Conclusion :

Allthe above discussed are the possible in-
stances in Telugu according to situational con-
text. So far there are no previous studies re-
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Growth of education in the Hyderabad State From 1850 to 1956
- Prof. Aravind Kumar, Dept. History & Archaeology, Dravidian University.

In the history of development of education
in the Hyderabad state, the Asafjahis played a
key role. The past century has seen the rapid
development of education in many ways. De-
spite its developments and efficacy, education
was imparted in various forms under Asafijahis
with the impact of British rule in India. Debate
continues about the education under Asafijahis,
However, there have been limited studies in
connection to studies in, Growth of education
in the Hyderabad State. This paper will exam-
ine a detailed account of the growth of educa-
tion in Hyderabad state. The research has been
conducted systematically with Asafijahis con-
temporary education pattern, and also research
was focused on English Education, Secular
Education, Co-Education, translations and uni-
versity education in the Hyderabad state.

Key Words : Education, English Educa-
tion, Secular Education, Co-education, Trans-
lation, University.

The founder of the Hyderabad State Mir
Qamaruddin, was a subedar of the Deccan,
under the last Mughal rulers. He got the titles
like ‘Chin Qilich Khan” and Nizam-ul —-Mulk
AsafJah. He named his dynasty with his title,
‘Asafjahis’. Starting from 1724A.D. till 1948
A.D, seven rulers succeeded one after the
other. In Hyderabad even in the thirties of the
20" century, only about 28.6 percentage of
boys of school-going age and 4.7 percentages
of girls went to schools. The total number of
public schools in Hyderabad state were 4,790
and with the strength of, 3,62,160, against,
7890 schools with the strength of 3, 39,696

students in Mysore.3,862 schools with the
strength of 7, 55,139 students in Travancore,
2,542 nstitutions with the strength of2, 80,735
students in Baroda. Hyderabad is 11 times
larger than Travancore and 3 times more in
population than of Travancore. It was twice
more in the area and 2 2 more in population,
while Baroda was less than a tenth of its size
than Hyderabad and population was about 1/6
that of Hyderabad (Aravind Kumar,2008).

Prior to the period, the progress of educa-
tion was invariably very slow till the beginning
of the later half of the 19" century. During the
reign of Nizam —ul —Mulk Asaf jah I in
Hyderabad the educational institutions were
‘Maktaba’ and ‘Madrasas’ for Muslims and
‘Pathashalas’ for Hindus. Maktaba is equiva-
lent to the high school of the present day, where
the syllabus is also ofthe high school standard.
The Madrasa was equivalent to that of the
present college-level syllabus. The Pathashalas
were run and managed by either temple or math
where the students were taught and trained the
Vedic rituals such as performing of pujas and
other Hindu rituals. They were taught little writ-
ing and reading of religious books. In temples
sometimes the Devadasis also trained in the
dance forms.

During the reign of Asaf Jah I the Qutb Shahi
Madrasas at Charminar and Hayatnagar taught
students twice a week were somehow abol-
ished. The important madrasas during the early
period were the Madrasas of Maulvi
Qamaruddin and Shaik-ul Islam at Aurangabad
(Khan Yusuf Hussain, Hyderabad 1944, 257),
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Madrasas a- i- Shujaiya, Madrasa-I Maulavi
were some famous Madrasas in Hyderabad
during the early period. In addition to these
several schools either Mastabas or madrasas
were being run and managed under the mosques
and Khanqahs. In these schools, the medium
ofinstruction was either Persian or Arabic. The
syllabus ofthese schools was almost similar to
those schools of Northern India, such as
exegies, hadith, figah, Islamic Jurisprudence,
Philosophy, logic and grammar, and in some
schools medicine was also taught for the treat-
ment of both men and animals especially of the
horses and goats (Sarwari, Abdul Qadir, 1934:
19).

With the advent ofthe British in the Nizam
dominion, and when their influence in the poli-
tics and state administration began the impor-
tance of the English language was understood
by some of the Indians. And some nobles be-
gan to learn English also. This led to the estab-
lishment of an English school in the Hyderabad
state. In 1825 A.D. a Mission school known
as St. Georges Church was set up at
Secunderabad with a view to teach English to
the people to provide English knowing hands
for the British administration as well as to con-
vert the non-Christians into Christianity(Bilgrami
Syed Hussain, 1886: 9). In 1846 this school was
shifted to Chadarghat which was known as
Protestant English School, later on, it was re-
named as St. George’s Grammar School
(Bilgrami, 1886: 61). In A.D.1834 first English
Public School was established by the clergy of
the Church of England. After a short period,
another English school was set up by a Roman
Catholic school. In this same period, Arabic
and Persian Schools were also established. In

1842 Madrasa-I Fakhriya was opened by
Nawab Fakruddin Khan Shamsul Umra-1I in
his own palace with Urdu as a medium of in-
struction. Subjects like Persian and Arabic,
English, Logic, Philosophy, Mathematics,
Physical and biological sciences were taught in
these schools (Manik rao, 1932: 347).

During the Nasir- ud — Duala’s reign at-
tempts were made to spread education among
the common people of the dominion. In this
period, a medical school was also opened in
1846 A.D. at the Gunfoundry, Hyderabad city
to impart medical education to the common
people ( Bilgrami & Wilmot, 1886: 221-22).
In the year 1885 A.D. English became the me-
dium of nstruction for medical educationand a
separate medical college was established in
Secunderabad in the same year, which was af-
filiated to Madras University (Imperial Gazet-
teer, 1909: 73). During the prime Ministership
of Sir Salar Jung I (1853-1883), Dar- Ul
Uloom, Oriental college was established in his
Palace in 1854 A.D. with a view to inculcate a
taste for Oriental learning through the medium
of instruction of two classical languages, Per-
sian and Arabic (Imperial Gazetteer,1909: 5-
6). Provision was made for teaching other sub-
jects like English, Urdu, Telugu, Marathi, etc.
along with Mathematics, Grammar, Geography
and History (Imperial Gazetteer, 1909: 7). The
students of Oriental college were also assured
of the government service on completion of
education successfully. An educational board
was constituted in the same year and the old
pattern of teaching Dars-i-Nizamia was con-
tinued. This institution became very popular
among the people in the districts and Taluqas.
Some ofthe people who were interested to get
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education approached the government through
the Talugdars with the proposal for establish-
ing such schools at Taluga and district places
also. The government granted their permission
for the establishment of the two schools at ev-
ery district headquarters as well as taluqga level
(Imperial Gazetteer, 1909: 7-8), and the one
being meant to impart education in local lan-
guage and the other one meant to teach the stu-
dents in Persian language being the official lan-
guage respectively, during the period 1859-
1860 (Imperial Gazetteer, 1909: 8-9), the stu-
dents preferred to get admission in Persian
medium schools as there was a great opportu-
nity for getting Jobs in Government
departments(Muhammad Mazar, 1952; 9-10).
The fundamental basic education was imparted
in the schools at taluga level whereas in the dis-
trict schools along with basic education Math-
ematics, grammar, geography and history were
taught (Muhammad Mazar, 1952; 9-10). The
schools at Taluga level were supervised and
controlled by a committee consisting of one
president the Tahsildar and four members
choosing two Patels and two Patwaris, the
president was regarded as the inspector of the
schools. Similarly, at the district level, the com-
mittee consisted of a Patel, a Patwari, and
Tahsildar, a superintendent of Police as its mem-
bers and Taluqdar as its chairman who was
regarded as the head of the Education depart-
ment of the district (Muhammad Mazar, 1952;
9-10). The public instruction was in the hands
of'the Revenue Board till 1869 A.D. but a cir-
cular issued by the Government, says that all
the issues pertaining to the education should be

referred to the Minister concerned for his ap-
proval and sanction in future((Sarwari, Abdul
Qadir, 1934: 38). In 1869 A.D. W. H.
Wilkinson, who was the principal ofthe Engi-
neering College was entrusted with the duties
ofthe Secretary to the miscellaneous minister
in the education department.

For better and smooth functioning on a bet-
ter footing, the Dar-ul- Uloom school was di-
vided into six schools, 1. The Holy Quran teach-
ing school, 2. The Arabic high School, 3.The
Persian School 4. The Vernacular school num-
ber I, 5, The Vernacular School number II,
6.The City English School. Inadditionto it there
were 125 schools in the districts of Hyderabad
during that time. Details of these schools are
not available, on their actual location and bud-
get. A scheme was drawn to set up a training
school to train the teachers belonging to talugas
and districts. The training school set up for this
purpose was named as Normal School
((Bilgrami Syed Hussain, 1886:7-8).

When Inayat-ur Rehaman became Direc-
tor of public instruction, he introduced many
reforms and framed rules and regulations in the
education field. The written examination was
introduced for the first time in 1873-74 A.D.
five deputy inspectors who had been trained in
the Normal school were appointed. In the same
year, Hidayatnama was issued for the guidance
of the Head Masters and Teachers. Rules for
the guidance of deputy inspectors were also
framed and published (Begum Nayeem Unnisa,
1948: 72). The expenditure of Dar- Ul —
Uloom, during the year 1874-1875 A.D. was
Rs27,735-11-1, as detailed below:
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1. The Quran Teaching School
Arabic School

Persian School

Vernacular School
Vernacular School -11

A

Normal School

Total

In 1872 A.D. there were sixteen schools in
Atraf Balda and one hundred and twenty-five
schools in the districts. Although Hyderabad
State was very thinly populated yet these
schools were not adequate to cater to the needs
of'the students of the state (Imperial Gazetteer,
1909: 74-75) The city English school later
known as the English High School Chadarghat
was raised to the status of'a second grade col-
lege affiliated to the Madras University in the
year 1877-78, under the name of Hyderabad
College, with Dr. Aghoranath Chatopadhyaya
as its first Principal (Imperial Gazetteer,
1909:75-76). During 1871-72 an Engineering
school was set up at Warangal where technical
education was being provided to the qualified
technical and professional students (Bilgrami
Syed Hussain, 1886:8-12). Sir Salar Jung I
(1853-1883), had been regarded as a great
person and the architect of the Modern
Hyderabad State. Although many schools at
Hyderabad city, districts and talugas were be-
ing run efficiently but the standard of English
was rather low. He was, therefore, dissatisfied
with the standard of education existing at that
time. He decided to open a private class for
the improvement ofthe English language among

é @f‘fﬂ underArts and Humanities Category
Rs. 1,419-4-1
Rs. 8,211-8-10
Rs. 5,736-2-5
Rs. 1,948-8-3
Rs. 1,842-10-0
Rs. 8,577-9-6
Rs.  27,735-71-1

the masses of the Nizam’s State. In 1873, he
made up his mind to open an English medium
school to educate the children of Hindu and
Muslim nobles including the kin ofhis own family
(Bilgrami Syed Hussain, 1886:17-20). Finally,
the English medium classes were started in
1878-79, in his Devodi. The subjects taught in
this school were English, Arabic and Persian.
The students of first batch ofthis school were
Nawab Mukaram-ud- Daula Bahadur, Sahibe
Jung Bahadur and Fakr-Ul- Mulk Bahadur. In
1878, due to a considerable increase in the
strength ofthis school, it was shifted to Rumbold
Koti, in Chadarghat known as Madrasa - i-
Aliya. Mr Krohn was the first Head Master of
this school. A year later, Mr. Seton, was ap-
pointed as Assistant Head Master (Bilgrami
Syed Hussain, 1886: 20-21) it was managed
by a Board of Governors for the conducting of
Matriculation examination which was affiliated
with the University of Madras (Ali, Maulvi Syed
Mahdi, 1886: 347-348). Nawab Mir
Mahboob Ali Khan Bahdur Nizam the VI took
a personal interest in this school and sent sev-
eral ofhis relatives to this school. This school
had played an important role in providing edu-
cation to, not only the Hindu Muslim Nobles
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and Aristocratic families, but also to children of
the middle-class people who could afford to
(Bilgrami Syed Hussain, 1886:18-20). Students
were encouraged by way of sanction of for-
eign scholarships to go abroad for advanced
study in higher education. They were also prom-
ised to be employed in government service on
completion of their study in such advanced
courses (Bilgrami Syed Hussain, 1886: 19-21).
During this period several educational institu-
tions were started around Hyderabad, like Ver-
nacular school Secunderabad, Al-Saints school,
Methodist School- Chadarghat, Saifabad In-
fant school, Portuguese Orphanage
Secunderabad, Wesleyn Mission Girls School,
at Secunderabad( Hashmi, Naseeruddhin,
1946:72-78). Madrasa-I-Aiza was estab-
lished in 1878-1879, and very highly qualified
hands to teach the subjects in Persia, Urdu and
English, as well as Arithmetic, History and Ge-
ography, were employed to maintain a high stan-
dard of education among its students so as to
come out as successful competitors in the se-
lection in building up their careers for the bright
future. With a view to keep up sound health
and character, religious and physical training for
the students were also introduced. Admission
for the kin and relatives of the rulers was com-
pulsory and the parents were bound to send
their children for the purpose to the school pro-
viding them withal the necessary means of con-
veyance and free scholarship etc. this school
was managed by a committee comprising of'its
President, Mukarram-ud-Daula, and Shaik
Ahmed Hassas and Sharif-ul-Hasan as mem-
bers (Nayeem Unnissa Begum, 1948: 71-75).

The students who were kin of the nobles
were granted scholarships to meet their edu-
cational expenses. A sum of Rs. 600/- was

granted by Sir Salar Jung I as an aid to the
school as the collection of fees was insufficient
to meet the expenses of the school including
the salary of the staff and other expenditures.
Maulavi Muhammad Ibrahim, Head Master
made earnest efforts to popularize this school
n the state, as the medium ofinstruction in this
school was Urdu. (Mudiraj Krishnaswamy,
1934:305-06)

In the late 19" Century, when society was
slowly changing from medievalism to modern-
ism, the importance of modern education along
with oriental education was also felt necessary.
This resulted in the founding of Jami Nizamia in
1876, by Fazilat Jung(Raj Sheela, 1987: 250-
251). Madrasa-I Diniyat was also opened in
1882 for religious education and training of
Muslims on the pattern of the religious Univer-
sity of Egypt, Al-Azar with a view to cope up
with the needs of all the branches of the learn-
ing besides religious learning( Rao Manik, Vittal,
1932: 347). Side by side the Vedic Dharma
Prakashika was also set up by Shivram Shastry
for the religious training of the Hindus. In this
school Sanskrit, Marathi, Persian and English
were taught and the medium ofinstruction was
Sanskrit (Rao Manik Rao Vittal, 1932: 351-
352). This school received a grant in aid sanc-
tioned by the Nizam, through Education De-
partment. In 1899-1900 another school of
Sanskrit was opened at Hyderabad duly aided
by the Nizam government on the same pattern
ofthe above school (Gazetteer Exordmary Vol
11 1886, : 77-78) Further two private schools
known as Dharmavant High School and Mufid-
Ul-Anam High School were opened in the year
1880-1882, respectively offering the Western
Education, following English as the medium of
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nstruction. The founders of these institutions
belonged to Mal-Wala-Kayastha family and
Khatri caste respectively (Bilgrami Syed
Hussain, 1886: 62-63). Grant in aid was sanc-
tioned to the above mstitutions in 1883(Bilgrami
Syed Hussain, 1886: 63-64). The special fea-
ture of these schools was a harmonious co-ex-
istence of different cultures and communities
offering education to all who desired in the con-
text of the building up the character ofthe Young
citizen of Hyderabad state (Leonard, Isaksen
Karan, 1978:147-148). Subsequently, the
Chadarghat High School was raised as a first
Grade College in 1861 and later on it was re-
named as Nizam College (Gazetteer
Exrordinary, 1886:77-78). By this time
Hyderabad State had three colleges Viz...The
Nizam College at Hyderabad, the Aurangabad
College and the Dar-Ul Uloom or Oriental col-
lege Hyderabad (Gazetteer Extraordinary,
1886:78). On the occasion of the Coronation
ceremony of Mir Mahaboob Ali Khan Bahadur,
on 8" February 1884 (Gazetteer Extraordinary,
18686:147-149) two old schools were amal-
gamated from the Mahboob College having
been named after him. A public library was at-
tached to it and a Gymnasium with a qualified
nstructor. The college was sanctioned a grant
by the Nizam’s Government to meet its expen-
diture including the salaries of the staff mem-
bers to meet expenditure (Bilgrami Syed
Hussain, 1886:63-64).

Dr Aghoranath Chatopadhyaya an erudite
scholar and educationist founded a girls school
Chadarghat Girls school or Gloria Girls High
School, purely for providing education for girls
in 1881 (Lateef Unnisa Begum, 1955 ;70-71).
In this school both Hindu and Muslim girls were

admitted and taught English, Urdu, Telugu, His-
tory, Geography, Home Science and Indian
music as subjects and its medium of instruction
was Urdu (Hassan Ghulam,1941:41-42). One
more girl’s school was opened at
Secunderabad by Weslyan Mission in 1882.
But Hindu and Muslim Girls hardly sought ad-
mission (Nayeem Unnisa Begum, 1948:70-
73). A girl School was also opened at
Makrajpet Nanded district in the same year,
where Urdu and religious subjects were being
taught. After a short period it came under the
Government (Naseeruddin Hashmi, 1946:
173). In 1884 a school was established in
Hyderabad for the first time of'its kind where
Arabic Persian and English were being taught
along with domestic sciences as well as handi-
craft, especially needlework under talented and
well-qualified staff. Strict Purdah was being
observed and special arrangements for covered
conveyance were also provided for bringing the
pupils to this institution (Mudiraj Krishn Swamy,
:305-306). Some more girls’ schools were
opened such as Bolaram Girls School in 1881-
82, the first Government Middle School is
known as Nampally Girls School in 1890
(Begum Lateef Unnisa, 1955:250-251), in
1890, Stanley girl’s school in 1895, respec-
tively. The Stanley girl’s school was upgraded
to that of the status of a high school in
1911(Hasmi Naseeruddin, 1946:72-78). An
orphanage Girl’s school was opened at
Saroornagar in 1905 for all orphans. Apart from
the basic education there, embroidery and do-
mestic skills were taught (Hassan Ghulam,
1941:41-42). In 1907, Mahboobia Girls
School was started with the object ofteaching
the girls belonging to an aristocratic society
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where the European teachers were employed
to teach its pupils following the same course
which was prescribed for the Cambridge Ex-
amination at the cost of high fees (Hasmi
Naseeruddin, 1946:179-180). By the end of
the 20™ century, there were 5 girls’ high schools
with the strength of 590 students, 5 girls Schools
with the strength 0436 students, 80 girls Pri-
mary schools with the strength of 5081 students
and 1 special girl’s school with the strength of
142 students in the Hyderabad State (Hasmi
Naseeruddin,1946:180-181). To promote in-
dustrial and technical education for girls, an in-
dustrial institution was opened by the Wesleyan
Mission at Secunderabad in 1899, where silk
weaving, lace-making etc... Were taught and
trained (Raj Sheela, 1987:250). Apart fromthe
above, an industrial school known as most Holy
Rosary was established at Chadarghat in 1903,
for imparting training strictly in professional
courses such as confectionery, cooking, draw-
ing, music and milling work(the Hyderabad
Chronicles,1903:4).

Aresidential Public school known as Asafia
High School was founded in 1895 with a
strength of 150 students. The institution was a
recipient ofa grant from the Nizam. The main
object of the establishment of this school was
to impart secular education as well as moral
training, especially to the children of the State
military officers irrespective of caste and creed.
Nawab Afsar Jung Bahadur, the then Com-
mander in Chief of Hyderabad State stressed
the need and importance of Residential School
in order to educate and train the children of
military officers on better footing (Begum Lateef
Unnisa, 1955:98=99).

Among the cosmopolitan society of
Hyderabad, the Marathi speaking people felt
the need for a Marathi Primary School for their
children. Accordingly, a private School was
opened in 1901 by Sri Durga and Sri
Karunakar at the Hyderabad Residency Bazar.
Similarly, a Telugu School was opened by Sri
Rangarao Kaloji in Chadarghat in 1904, in
memory of Radha Bai Kaloji. (Freedom
Struggle in Hyderabad, 1957:152-153). Later
on, the school was further developed and con-
verted to the Anglo Vernacular Middle School
Known as Viveka Vardhani Patashala(Freedom
Struggle in Hyderabad, 1957:152-153). Prior
to 1907, the students were being sent to Punjab
University through Dar-ul-Uloom to appear in
the oriental education in Munshi and Fazil ex-
aminations conducted by the Punjab Univer-
sity which used to issue a certificate to such of
the deputed candidates who had passed the
above course successfully. In February 1907
the Punjab University declared prohibiting such
outside candidates to appear in the said ex-
amination. Consequently, the efforts of the
Government of Hyderabad to get the above
course affiliated with other universities like
Calcutta and Madras failed, measures were
therefore taken to start such course within
Hyderabad State itself. Accordingly, a new
course was prepared and prescribed with the
help and guidance of Shibi Numani on 18"
February 1909 and the first examination held
in this context was called as “Rushdia” Exami-
nation equivalent to Vernacular Middle Exami-
nation). Subsequently, three sets of different
courses in oriental learning were also prescribed
as Munshi, Dabir and Adeeb in Persian and
four sets of different courses in Maulvi, Alim,
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Fazil and Kamil were prescribed in oriental
Arabic learning and literature (A.P.S.A&R 1.,
1907; File no’s 135, s.no 257).

In 1909 Anwar-Ul-Uloom High School
was established in 1846 by Maulvi Muhammad
Abdur Razzaq for teaching general education
(Begum Lateef Unnisa, 1955:121-122) as de-
scribed above, also conducted classes for
Hakeems for training and after the completion,
they were made in charge of the various dis-
pensaries in the State for efficient medical and
surgical aids to Patients (Saunders, 1884:282-
283). The Engineering College established at
Warangal, as already described above was
shifted to Hyderabad in 1896. Teaching was
conducted both in English and Urdu. There
were 37 engineering colleges were established
by this time (A.P.S.A. & R.I Administrative
Report 1906-1910; 76). Besides higher edu-
cation, due attention was also paid towards the
establishment of industrial and vocational train-
ing institutions. Accordingly, three industrial
schools were started at the main centres oflo-
cal industries, namely Hyderabad, Aurangabad
and Warangal in 1870, in 1884 and 1890 re-
spectively. The Warangal industrial centre was
shifted to Hyderabad in 1896. In addition to it,
two more industrial training centers were started
in Nizamabad and Bidar during the period.
These industrial training centers played an im-
portant role in respect of industrial develop-
ments in the State (A.P.S.A. & R.I Adminis-
trative Report 1906-1910; 105-106). In 1899
a law school was opened with a minimum staft
of two lecturers. During the first decades of
twentieth century, two more law schools were
opened at Aurangabad and Gulbarga (A.P.S.A.
& R.I Administrative Report 1906-1910)

By the year 1887 several schools and col-
leges including male and female emerged and
it, therefore, became necessary to introduce a
better system of funding these institutions to
enable them to function efficiently without any
obstacles for want of necessary financial assis-
tance. The system of grant-in aid to the educa-
tional institutions was introduced to provide
grants in aid to these nstitutions to better the
ways and means (Imadi Syed Ul Haq, 1978;
77-78).

Some of the patrons and intellectuals held
strongly that for independent sovereignty and
the developed country, it was essential to build
up a University comprising of'its own language
and culture (Zore Syed Mohiuddin Qadiri,
1934; 70-72). W.S. Blunt an Englishman who
was a great scholar in Arabic was a very broad-
minded person offered a suggestion to Nizam
VI to establish a Muhammadan University for
the State of Hyderabad. However, his sugges-
tion was not materialized thenAPSA&RI,
1913:66). The idea for a separate university
lingered in the minds of the intellectuals, and
scholars etc... And it was ultimately material-
ized during the period of Nizam the VII, Known
as Osmania University in the year 1918.

As an educational advisor to the Govern-
ment in 1910 M.A.T. Meyhew, a great re-
former submitted a report containing valuable
suggestions for the development and further
expansion of primary education, an inspection
of'schools, appointment of teachers and modi-
fication of curricular and code for grant-in
aid(Hyderabad Govt,1937:20-21). Thus the
organization and development of the public In-
struction Department served as an impetus to-
wards the increase of scholars causing for fur-
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ther educational expansion of secondary
schools and finally strengthening the university
(Hyderabad Govt, 1937:20-21)

Salar Jung I (1853-1883) took a keen in-
terest to build up a modern welfare state. Sin-
cere efforts were made to fetch highly educated,
well-experienced, honest, sincere persons in
their respective fields with handsome scales of
pay so as to provide and carry out the neces-
sary reforms in the administration, on the sound
and efficient modern lines on the western pat-
tern, with the rectification of the defects and
flaws then prevailing. When Salar Jung I took
over as the minister after Siraj-ul Mulk in 1853,
the state administration was in a chaotic condi-
tion. Along with many reforms brought in by
Salar Jungl in the educational field also laid a
very strong foundation. A medical college was
established in 1844, which served the purpose
ofproviding the districts with qualified doctors
in attending to the medical and health require-
ments of the people. Darul-Ulam high school
came into existence in 1855 to provide educa-
tion in English and oriental languages. The city
High school was established in 1870 followed
by Chaderghat high school in 1872. To meet
the needs of the public works department, an
Engineering college was established in 1870.
For the children of Nizam’s family a separate
school, Madrasa- e- Aliya was started. The
intermediate classes of Chaderghat School
were attached to Aliya which later became a
part of Nizam College in 1887. The enthusi-
asm and drive with which Salar Jung I went
about laid a firm foundation to strengthen and
expand educational facilities. During the period
of administration of SalarJung II a few enlight-
ened reforms were introduced for the benefit

ofthe people. The introduction of Urdu as the
medium of instruction in higher education was
one of them (Hyderabad Govt, 1937:20-21)

Mulla Abdul Qayyum Khan along with Dr
Aghornath Chattopadhyaya was very active in
building a strong base for the spread of educa-
tion in the state. The last two decades of the
19" century was a period of their contribution
to the cultural, social and political awakening in
the feudal state of Hyderabad. A society of in-
tellectuals, known as Ikwn-us-Sufa was estab-
lished by Mulla Abdul Qayyum and his friends
providing a forum for discussions on all prob-
lems ofpolitics and education. Abdul Qayyum
was in charge of the Persian section in the com-
pilation of Gazettes’ for Hyderabad. When he
was appointed as Assistant Director in the de-
partment of education he proposed compul-
sory education for the children ofall the land-
lords and Jagirdars of the state (Narsinga rao
B,:1983).

As the first step in this revolutionary experi-
ment, a bureau of compilations and Transla-
tions was established on August 14 1917, with
Maulvi Abdul Haq as it curator. Almost simul-
taneously a detailed syllabus was prepared and
was sent for opinion to fifty-five leading edu-
cationists, of these eminent men, two deserve
special mention. One is Rabindranath Tagore
and the second one is Sir Michael Saddler, the
distinguished chairman ofthe Calcutta Univer-
sity. (RazviJawa,)

By the Royal Charter (second firman) pro-
mulgated on September 22 1918, H E H the
Nizam was to be the patron. The Prime Minis-
ter was to be the chancellor, while the Home
secretary was to be the secretary of the Uni-
versity. The highest governing body of'the uni-
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versity was to be the council and the next in
importance were to be the Senate and the Syn-
dicate. The first appointments to various cad-
res in teaching staff were made on June 19
1919. As the nucleus of what was, defined to
be abig university. The University College was
inaugurated on August 28 1919. With Maulana
Habib-ur-Rahaman khan

Shervani(later Nawab Sardar Yarjung), as
the first Vice-Chancellor from 1918 to 1934.
the university college, the bureau of compila-
tion and Translation, the Students hostels were
housed in hired buildings from public gardens
to King Koti, over which thousands of rupees
were spent. The intermediate classes were
started in 1919, M.A, LL.B classes were
started in 1923 and 1924 and 1924 respec-
tively. The Medical and Engineering schools
were raised to the college status and were af-
filiated with the Osmania University. Similarly,
intermediate classes for women were started
in Warangal, Gulbarga and Aurangabad. In-
termediate classes for women were started in
1924 at Nampally girls High school which led
to the establishment of a separate college for
women (Luther Narendra).

In 1934 the University was shifted to
Adikmet(Telugu: Adhika Metta, means su-
preme height). Due to the increasing demand
for accommodation several temporary build-
ings had to be constructed at the cost of sev-
eral lakhs of rupees. A site for the university
campus was chosen on a plateau of 1500 acres
at Adikmet which was four hundred years ago
the estate of Syed Muzaffe, the Meer Jumla
Prime Minister) during the Qutub Shahi period,
and during the period of Second Nizam, Nawab
Nizam Ali khan, it was the Jagir(estate) of the

beautiful and famous lady, Meh Lagha Bai
Chanda, who played a very important role in
the cultural life of Hyderabad. The plan of the
University was made by three architects, E.
Jasper of Belgium, Nawab Zain Yar Jung and
Syed Ali Raza( Hyderabad State Committee,
1950:152-153).

The constitution of the Osmania University
had interesting features. The executive council
of'the Nizam, which was the governing body
of'the university, was entrusted with the task of
general supervision and control over the con-
stituent colleges. It consisted of His Excellency
the President of the State Executive council the
Hon’ble Members of the council in-charge of
Education, Finance and Ecclesiastical depart-
ments of'the Pro-Vice-Chancellor, the Secre-
tary to the Government in Education depart-
ment, the director of the public instructions, the
Principals constituent colleges and five mem-
bers nominated by the government. The Nizam
was the patron of the University, President, Ex-
Officio Chancellor and the education member,
the ex-officio Vice-Chancellor. A paid Pro-Vice-
Chancellor was in administrative control of all
institutions under the University. The Senate
which was supreme in academic matters con-
sisted of not less than 40 and not more than 70
members. The syndicate was the business com-
mittee of the Senate consisted of no less than
five and not more than seven members of the
Senate (Hyderabad State Committee,
1950:152-153). The faculties of Theology, Atts,
Science, Law and Engineering were located in
the area of the Adikmet, while the Medical and
the Training colleges were located in the city.
The Women’s college had intermediate, B.A.,
B.Sc., and M. Sc. Classes, was also located
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in the city. The institution was instrumental in
enriching the Urdu language with books on vari-
ous subjects

The architecture of the main University build-
ing, the Arts College is magnificent, which is an
impressive amalgam of ancient Hindu and me-
dieval Muslim styles and both aesthetically and
functionally evocative. The first permanent
building on the campus is the Arts college build-
ing and the Nizam declared it open in 1939.
The Arts College building till date remains, ar-
chitecturally the most magnificent building in the
campuses of India. Other buildings, which were
completed almost in the same period, were the
Vice-Chancellor’s Lodge, two new hostels,
staff-quarters, three separate buildings for the
college of Physics, Chemistry, Biology and
Engineering. Due to the efforts of Nawab Ali
Yavar Jung, who was then the Vice-Chancel-
lor, the Residency, the political building ofthe
British Residents was secured for the Women’s
College and the Saifabad barracks for the
Saifabad Science College. (Narsimha rao M.L.)
The Nizamia Observatory which was estab-
lished in 1908 was transferred to the control of
the Osmania University in 1919. The principle
equipment consisted of two equatorial tele-
scopes, an 8-inch photographic and a 15-inch
Visual Refractor.

The Dairat-ul-Maarif was founded in 1880,
for the publication of rare Arabic works. The
mstitution had an endowment of Rs 5 lakhs,
which brought an annual income ofRs 30,000.
It was placed under the control of the Osmania
University following the death ofits founder,

Nawab Imadul Mulk Bahdur in 1920. The
president of the Executive Council was the
Chairman of the Executive Committee and
Nawab Mehdi Yar Jung Bahadur, the Educa-
tion Member, and Vice-Chancellor, was its
Secretary (Rajendra Prasad,H, 1984).

Interestingly the Nizam’s government was
fully convinced ofthe impossibility of effecting
enduring reforms without rousing the conscious-
ness of the people by a judicious system of
education and devoted their attention to its
wider diffusion among the masses. During the
reign of Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan, a drastic
reorganization of the whole education system
was undertaken at the suggestion and guidance
of Sir Akbar Haidari, during the first 27 years
the number of schools rose from 1,052 to 5,
224, and that of students from 65,104 to 3,
84,696. And the annual budget increased from
9.5 lakhs to over Crore rupees. The govern-
ment started a new scheme for Primary Schools
which provided for the conversion ofall local
funded Schools into Shahi schools. The girls’
education was also pushed through, with the
number of students increasing from 6.000 to
57,592, girl students spread over in 783 girl’s
schools (Vaikuntham, 2004)

Education in the State was aimed at pre-
paring the students for the University, agricul-
tural and technical training. Under the new
scheme, it was given to understand the univer-
sity stage education would be unbroken by an
intermediate examination to enable the student
to finish the university education in three years.
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