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Philosophical Concepts in the Bhagavad Gita- An Overview

- Ashok Manda, Research Scholar Dept. of Philosophy, Osmania University, Hyderabad, Telangana.

The Bhagavad Gita is not just a religious
book; it covers many philosophical concepts,
from birth to death, with almost 700 verses from
Chapter 23 to Chapter 40 ofthe Bhishma Parva
in the epic Mahabharata. Bhagavad Gita is
called the “Song of the God”, which guides us
by showing us the various spiritual ways of en-
hancing our self-knowledge. As well as divine
inner peace. Indians consider the Bhagavad
Gita to be revered along with the Ramayana,
the Mahabharata, the Vedas, the Upanishads,
and the Puranas. Lord Krishna was Arjuna’s
charioteer in the battle of the Kuru Pandavas.
Arjuna is in a moral dilemma when he sees his
relatives, friends, and teacher-facing him in the
battle. Lord Krishna instructs Arjuna in the form
of Bhagavad Gita, who is saddened that such a
war is for me, whether to kill or die in battle.
The Bhagavad Gita is like the river Ganga, in
which wisdom, duty, and deeds are emphasized
for the welfare of mankind irrespective of caste,
creed, gender, and nation. Bhagavad Gita is the
foundation for many philosophical concepts like
Soul, world, Ultimate Reality, Time, and Ac-
tion in Indian philosophy.

Keywords : Bhagavad Gita, Dharma, Re-
ligion, Indian Philosophy, Social Values.
Introduction :

The Bhagavad Gita is also known as the
“Song of God”, it is one ofthe most important
religious texts of Hinduism. It has been explained
by many poets, writers, theologians, scientists,
and philosophers for centuries. Commonly
known as the Gita, it was originally part of the
great Indian epic Mahabharata. The Bhagavad

Gita is a dialogue between Arjuna and Sri
Krishna during the Battle of Kurukshetra. The
text prescribes how to elevate the mind and
soul to look beyond forms such as deceiving
one another into believing in duality and multi-
plication - and recognizing that these are illu-
sions, a unified extension of all human beings
and aspects of existence that God recognizes
after traps of illusion have been discarded. Rec-
ognizing the truth of existence and selfless de-
votion towards Moksha or Nirvana (liberation)
from the cycle of rebirth and death, Lord
Krishna explained the self-realistic path; the
other two are Jnana (knowledge) and karma
(action). Philosophy in the Bhagavad Gita is the
prelude to Indian philosophy, and many philo-
sophical aspects are mentioned in the teach-
ings of Lord Krishna to Arjuna in the Bhagavad
Gita.

Vedas, Upanishads, and Bhagavad Gita :
Hinduism is known to its followers as the
Sanatana Dharma (Eternal Way) and is con-
veyed at its basic level through scriptures called
the Vedas which contain sub-verses called the
Upanishads. The Vedic word comes from the
Sanskrit word ‘Vid’, which means “knowl-
edge”, and the Upanishads mean “almost sit-
ting” (Upa-ni-shad) as it comes from the guru.
The Vedas convey important knowledge about
the whole universe. The Upanishads indicate
how to use that knowledge in the right way.
The focus of the Vedas and Upanishads, in
its simplest and most concise form, is on the
existence of a single Creator, sustainer, De-
stroyer and he is Brahman (omnipresent). Hu-
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mans possess within themselves the spark of
this great divinity called the soul (soul). The
purpose of life is to reach the self-reality of the
soul (soul) that unites with Brahma (the ultimate)
in life after experiencing physical death. This
self-reality is ultimately achieved through the
performance of one’s dharma (duty) accord-
ing to one’s karma (proper action) for salva-
tion (liberation) and the realization of the ulti-
mate truth. Ifa person is unable to attain self-
reality within a given lifetime, he must be re-
born and retry the life cycle of each being.

Sankhya Yoga in the Bhagavad Gita :

In the Bhagavad Gita chapter 2 is Sankhya
Yoga. Sankhya means number. Yoga means
Union, Sankhya yoga is a combination of num-
bers. Numbers are related to the number of
facts (principles) that exist. Sankhya yoga deals
with the combination or combination of many
hidden realities that express existential reality
or physical reality. Those who know Indian
philosophy know that Sankhya philosophy is
one of the six orthodox schools (darshanas) of
Hinduism. It was founded by Kapila Maharshi
and is described by Iswara Krishna (6th cen-
tury AD) in his work Sankhya Karika. The sci-
entific numeral system identifies two eternal re-
alities, Jiva (The individual souls) and Prakruti
(nature). The individual souls are eternal, indi-
visible, indestructible, and numerous. Nature is
one, divisible and changeable. However, it is
divided into multiple, finite realities (philoso-
phies) that combine different permutations and
combinations to produce a variety of worlds,
organisms, and objects. The Gita stands testi-
mony to the importance of Sankhya philoso-
phy in India. Sankhya Yoga is the most impor-
tant chapter ofthe Bhagavad-Gita, unless it had

widespread recognition and prevailed as a pre-
dominant Indian philosophy, when we analyze
chapter 2, we will find that up to 10 verses
describe the disturbed state of Arjuna’s mind
and his emotional arguments. In this chapter
Lord Krishna wanted Arjuna to know the ra-
tionale for his unstable mind, and therefore the
way he could cultivate equanimity using his In-
telligence.

The tattvas of the Bhagavad Gita :

From a philosophical point of view, the
Sankhya Yoga of the Bhagavad Gita explains
the following facts (philosophies) of existence.
They are God (philosophy of God), soul (phi-
losophy of soul), body (life), senses, mind,
pride, and intellect. Of these, the first two are
God and the Spirit pure (pure) and eternal re-
alities (eternal philosophies), and the rest are
impure (impure) and finite (impermanent). The
second chapter also briefly mentions the traits
or patterns of nature that determine the behav-
ior, conditions, attitudes, and actions of living
things.

God (Brahman or Iswara):

God is the Iswara tattva, who 1s known as
the Creator, Sustainer, Destroyer, and abso-
lute Reality. God is not bound by Nature, but
distinct and separate from it. In the Bhagavad
Gita, he 1s the center and source of everything.
We cannot miss him because he is present in
the scripture throughout as the subject, the ob-
ject, the source, the purpose, and the teaching
itself. In Sankhya Yoga, Lord Krishna is ad-
dressed by Arjuna as Madhusoodhana (de-
stroyer of1llusion), Lord (God), and Hrisikesa.
God is indirectly referred to in verse 16 as the
destroyed, eternal reality (sat), which is referred
to by the philosophers (the seer) in 17, and the
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ubiquitous, destroyed (tat). Verse 72 mentions
the highest state of Brahman, by entering into
which one is completely liberated from delu-
sion and absorbed into Brahman (Brahma-Nir-
vana).

The Soul (Atman) :

In the 18th verse ofthe Bhagavad Gita, the
soul or self’is said to be indwelling and eternal
in the body, the soul being indestructible and
infinite. Like Brahman, the soul is also pure,
eternal, and infinite reality. However, unlike
before, he is subject to a cycle of births and
deaths in the mortal world. In verse 19 of the
Gita, Krishna is described as a person who is
not killed or not killed. In the next verse, he is
described as an unborn or immortal being that
has never been before, nor will he be in the
future. He is unborn, eternal, eternal, and most
ancient, not killed when the body is killed. In
later verses, the idea is further expanded and
the soul is described as impenetrable, indestruc-
tible, insoluble, and transcending from one birth
to another, transcending bodies in each birth
(body).

Buddi (Intelligence) :

The Bhagavad Gita does not describe In-
telligence as the highest tattva, but it gives a lot
of importance in many chapters. When the mind
is pure with Sattva, the light ofthe soul shines
brightly without any distortions. Gita’s second
chapter teaches Arjuna how to use his intelli-
gence to stabilize his mind and see things clearly
so that he can overcome the delusion(Maya),
sorrow, and duality and do his duty with
equanimity.

The ego (ahamkara) :

The ego 1s the self-knowledge or feeling of

“I am this or that” or “I have this or that”. Pure

Selfis without attributes. Aham (the ego) arises
from it as a projection and acquires attributes
such as name and form. Self-consciousness is
pure and absolute, whereas individual ego-con-
sciousness is filled with delusion (Maya), de-
sires, and attachments in the second chapter,
ego 1s not directly mentioned but egoism
(Ahamkara) is mentioned in verse 71 about the
person who has stabilized his mind and intelli-
gence and entered the Brahma sthiti it means
the highest state.

The mind (Manas) :

The source ofall disturbances and instabil-
ity is the Mind. As the lord of the five senses, it
is also responsible for the activities of all the
senses. Indeed, the central purpose of the
Bhagavad Gita is how to stabilize the mind and
engage it in spiritual liberation. The second
chapter ofthe Bhagavad Gita is Arjuna Vishadha
Yoga it begins with Arjuna’s sorrowful state of
mind. The main purpose of Krishna’s teaching
is to help him stabilize his mind and motivate
him to do the right action and free it from all
desires, attachments, passions, dualities, and
delusion (Maya) so that he can resolve the prob-
lem. The purpose of Krishna’s discourse in the
Bhagavad Gita is to help Arjuna stabilize his
mind and focus upon his duty. In Gita Lord
Krishna suggests that the mind can be stabi-
lized and freed from modifications by cultivat-
ing the discerning wisdom to distinguish the soul
from the body and by overcoming all desires
and attachments.

The Five Basic Elements :

According to the original Sankhya philoso-
phy, the elements (mahabhutas or panchabutas)
are five namely the earth, fire, water, air, and
space. These provide materiality to the objects
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of'the world. The human body is made up of
them. They are part of the 23 tattvas of Prakruti
which are identified by the school. Indeed, the
human body is said to be a combination of five
sheaths or bodies namely the food (Anna) body
(Prana), the air body, the mental body (Manas),
the intelligence body (Vijnana), and the bliss
body (Ananda). Each of them is made up of
one main element. In the second chapter ofthe
Bhagavad Gita the elements are mentioned only
once in verse 24 about the unbreakable of the
Self, it is impenetrable by earth objects, incom-
bustible by fire, insoluble by water, and cannot
be dried by air. All these can destroy the body;,
but not the Self.

Three Gunas :

The Gunas are three, Sattva, rajas, and
Tamas. These are aspects of Prakruti which are
responsible for desires and hidden actions. They
are not tattvas, Our Character attitude, think-
ing, actions, likes and dislikes arise from them.

References :

The second chapter does not speak much about
the trigunas, Verse 45 describes that the Vedas
contain the knowledge of the Gunas.

Conclusion :

Thus the Bhagavad Gita bears many simi-
larities with Kapila’s original Sankhya philoso-
phy. In Chapter 2, we will also find out about
detachment, despair, similarity, concentration,
cultivating Sattva, self-purification, meditation,
mind stabilization, and self-absorption.
Krishna’s philosophy of yoga bears a close re-
semblance to similar ideas found in Patanjali’s
Yoga Sutras. Although the second chapter of
the Bhagavad Gita is incorrectly referred to as
Jnana Yoga by many scholars, it is only the the-
istic version of traditional Sankhya yoga, in its
important doctrine, practice, and purpose. True,
this is not Jnana yoga. Instead, it is a battle-
ground between the yoga of the mind and body,
the constant battle between the forces that sta-
bilize and destabilize nature and God.
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A Literature Review on the Challenges of Learning English
Skills and the Use of Social Media and Video Conferencing
Tools to Assist ESL Learners in Coping with the Challenges of
the COVID-19 Pandemic

- B.Venkateshwarlu

&

- K.Saritha

The sudden shutdown of all learning institu-
tions during the COVID-19 epidemic led En-
glish as second language (ESL) learners to have
severe difficulty acquiring the English language,
particularly for speaking abilities. Because
speaking is the major means of communication
across the world, it is one of the most vital skills
to acquire. The bulk of ESL students, on the
other hand, are still working to enhance their
English speaking skills. E-learning has been a
well-known solution all across the world since
the adoption of the COVID-19 lock
downs.Because most educators are experi-
menting with new technology breakthroughs
and techniques to employ in the classroom,
learners and educators will require more time
to acclimate to online teaching and learning. As
aresult, this research includes a discussion of
the problems ESL students face while acquir-
ing speaking abilities, as well as the usage of
social media and video conferencing platforms
to teach speaking skills. ESL students encoun-
ter a variety of obstacles, including a lack of
motivation and self-confidence, fear, hesitancy;,
and arestricted vocabulary. As a result, based
on prior research, it is critical to establish the
technological intervention utilized in teaching and
improving speaking abilities among these
learners.Using social media and video
conferencing tools like Facebook, WhatsApp,
and others for online teaching and learning were

some of the interventions in teaching speaking
skills during the COVID-19 epidemic. English
as Second Language (ESL) teachers can then
choose the ones that will function best in their
classroom.

Keywords : COVID-19 Pandemic, E-
Learning, Language Learning, Social Media,
Video Conferencing Tools
Introduction :

Language competency fosters collaboration
and communication among individuals from
various cultural origins in all aspects of life, edu-
cation, and business in the globalized twenty-
first century. English as a second language stu-
dents go all over the world to acquire the lan-
guage because of its importance and demand
in today’s society. As a result of social global-
ization, the focus of English instruction in Ma-
laysian higher education has changed away from
grammatical translation and toward a commu-
nicative method.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had both
direct and indirect effects on people all across
the world. To limit the spread of'the virus, sev-
eral daily activities such as travelling and going
outside have been temporarily restricted.
Lockdowns have been implemented in several
nations, with all educational institutions perma-
nently closed. This circumstance strains the glo-
bal education system, forcing educators to im-
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mediately move to online teaching and learn-
ng.

The learning process will not be disrupted
owing to the closure of academic institutions
during the COVID-19 pandemic, thanks to the
development of e-learning environments. Video
conferencing platforms like Zoom, Microsoft
Teams, Skype, and WebEx are used as well as
Learning Management Systems (LMS). Can-
vas, Google Classroom, CIDOS, Moodle, and
social media (Facebook, WhatsApp,
Instagram, and YouTube) are commonly used
as e-Learning applications in this situation.

The COVID-19 epidemic has made a huge
impact in terms of language acquisition, par-
ticularly in speaking abilities. The majority of
English students, particularly those studying
English as a Second Language (ESL), are at-
tempting to enhance their speaking skills. There
are a number of approaches that have been
shown to be effective in helping ESL students
overcome obstacles and improve their speak-
ing ability. Using social media such as
Facebook, WhatsApp, YouTube, and other
sites within and beyond the classroom are
among the concepts and approaches.
Literature Review

A) During the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Con-
cept of E-Learning

The term “e-learning” refers to the use of
modern technologies and the Internet to im-
prove learning quality by facilitating access to
resources and remote interfaces. Information
and communication technology (ICT) is utilized
to increase Generation Z learners’ knowledge
in order to promote the essence of 21st-cen-
tury learning. Educators develop their teaching

to guarantee that their students have the abili-
ties they need to succeed in today’s society.

E-learning is defined as the use of technol-
ogy and the Internet by educators and students
to conduct teaching and learning activities. Chat
rooms, polls, quizzes, discussion boards, and
presentations may all be utilized to help stu-
dents attain their learning objectives in a pro-
ductive and simple manner. Most universities
use Microsoft Teams, Google Meet, Zoom,
Skype, WebEx, and Adobe Link as learning
management systems.

B) ESL Learners’ Challenges in Learning
Speaking Skills During the COVID-19 Pan-

demic

The lack of confidence and communication
among learners during virtual courses has made
it much more difficult for them to say or pro-
nounce the words correctly. Learners get wor-
ried when they are deprived of linguistic con-
tent because they are unable to communicate.
During the COVID-19 epidemic, they are
forced to learn languages on their own, causing
them to struggle to comprehend and conquer
the difficulty.

The absence of effective communication with
instructors is a key issue connected with e-
learning. Learners require two-way communi-
cation, which can be challenging. E-learning
demands activities such as recording, reading,
memorizing, and consuming online-based learn-
ing material. Those who are unable to adapt
due to poor interpretation of subjects learned,
particularly English language, also experience
increased levels of stress.

In the midst of the COVID-19 epidemic,
learners find e-learning to be tiresome without

| 119

(arosde S5 |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 1, January (1) 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

S

aid and support from friends, family, schools,
government, and policymakers. As a result, in-
dividuals lose interest in learning and desire to
do so. Some students acknowledge that they
do not have a conductive learning environment
at home, and that being compelled to perform
household tasks during the lockdown has a
detrimental influence on their academics.

C) Social media and video conferencing tools are
being used to assist ESL learners in coping
with the challenges of the COVID-19 pan-

demic.

Independent study is one of the most popu-
lar and significant strategies to acquire a lan-
guage. Learning language skills, particularly
speaking abilities, is a characteristic of 21st-
century learning for academic and employment
objectives. During the COVID-19 epidemic,
higher education institutions are rapidly turning
to e-learning platforms to replace traditional
teaching methods. Both instructors and students
should use technology to make language learn-
ing materials available.

As the number of portable, digital, Android,
smart, and intelligent gadgets grows, learners
choose to study languages through online re-
sources. Many students nowadays have offline
or online dictionaries installed on their devices
to help them comprehend the meanings ofun-
familiar words. Aside from that, ESL teachers
find that some programmes come in handy when
generating specialized tasks for their students.

Students are ecstatic to study English using
social media sites like Facebook, WhatsApp,
Instagram, and YouTube. Learners can study
not only the standard form ofthe language, but
also its variations, thanks to the usage of mo-
bile-mediated communication. Out-of-class

activities allegedly increased student involve-
ment in their studies, and Facebook may be an
effective tool for teaching speaking skills to a
large class of mixed-ability kids.

WhatsApp, on the other hand, is a widely
used social networking site in Malaysia. Be-
cause Malaysians are already familiar with
WhatsApp, there will be no need for partici-
pants to be given any instructions. This cost-
effective and user-friendly programme has be-
come the online platform that instructors utilize
to monitor their learners’ learning experience
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

WhatsApp is popular social networking
software that allows users to send and receive
messages, audios, pictures, videos, documents,
locations, voice calls, and establish groups.
During office hours, students can also commu-
nicate with their instructor through WhatsApp.
As a consequence, each student will receive
rapid feedback from the professor.

According to previous studies, e-learning
aids learners in strengthening their English lis-
tening and speaking abilities since both skills
are modified when students ask questions about
the lectures. Educators might use the interac-
tive tools at their disposal to offer feedback to
learners and engage them in constructive inter-
action. Learners also like autonomous learn-
ing, flexibility, and immersion learning since they
may access knowledge outside of class based
on their schedule flexibility.

Conclusion :

The majority of English learners, particularly
ESL learners, are still struggling to improve their
speaking abilities. It’s essential to understand
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the challenges that ESL students face during the
learning process, especially while learning to
communicate effectively during a pandemic.
English teachers can pick and choose from a
list of interventions that have worked in other
classrooms to discover which ones could work
in their own.

During this crisis, all institutions should take
the appropriate steps to ensure that ESL stu-
dents have access to online teaching and learn-
ing. Reducing the accessibility issue would in-
crease learners’ motivation and achievement
while also averting serious mental health issues.

In order to endure COVID-19, both learners
and educators must be psychologically and
physically prepared to adjust to this new learn-
ing method.

The findings of this study should be com-
municated to relevant authorities, such as insti-
tution administrators, Ministry of Education
personnel, and policymakers, highlighting the
importance of speaking skills during the
COVID-19 epidemic. This is to guarantee that
they develop and implement an effective plan
for online teaching and learning so that no learn-
ers are left behind in using the target language.
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Chandragiri fort is an important fort from
medieval Indian times and plays a key role in
war strategies. The past centuries have seen
the several developments of fort along with the
change in ruling clan. However, these rapid
changes are having serious political and archi-
tectural changes. One of the most significant
current discussions on History of Chandragari
fort and Architecture. Several studies have been
produced in political history, but there is still
msufficient in constructing with primary sources
with political history of the fort along with ar-
chitecture. This paper has been divided into four
parts. The first part deals with about the
Chandragari fort, second part deals with the
Historical Reference and political history of
Chandragiri fort third part dealt with the archi-
tecture of Chandragiri fort and the fourth part
deals with the Terrain analysis of Chandragiri
fort.

Key words : Inscription, Fort, Architecture,
Golden surfacel8, Terrain.

Introduction :

Chandragiri is the headquarters of the taluk
bearing the same name in Chittoor district,
Andhra Pradesh, situated about eight miles from
Tirupati on the north-west and 29 miles north-
east from Chittoor. It is situated on the right
bank ofthe Swarnamukhi River. The fort is built
on a huge granite rock rising about 600 facts
above the surrounding country. The etymology

of Chandragiriis derived from the plan of the
fort, which resembles a crescent or half-moon
and hence was called (Moon hill) Chandragiri.
Chandragiri Fort is one of the most strategi-
cally fort from medieval India times. It was an
important form the Vijayanagara Kingdom and
even it served as capital city of Aravidu dy-
nasty of Vijayanaga. It witnessed the Political
changes, warfare’s and time to time renova-
tions.

Chandragiri fort :

The fort of Chandragiri is built upon a high
rounded mass of a natural granite hillock, rising
about 600 feet above the valley.A large space
upon the southern side of the hill is a delimited
by strong walls and surrounded by a ditch. The
enclosure upon the plain is divided into three
walls by two inner walls running north south
and in this space is the palace of the Rajas.
There are two main entrances one on the east
and another on the west. The hill itself'is iso-
lated by an inner and outer wall of circumam-
bulation built of large granite rocks neatly fitted
together. The fort of Chandragiri roughly cov-
ers an area of about one mile in circumference
and extends over an area of about 25.50 acres;
and consists of two part (viz.,) lower and up-
per forts. The former, i.e. the lower fort en-
circles the entire plain below i.e. at the foot of
the hill. On plan, the fort resembles a crescent
or semi-circle. On a general look, the fort of
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Chandragiri appears to bear close similarity to
the other two Vijayanagara forts, Penukonda
and Hampi, in matters of constructional tech-
nique, i.e. cyclopean masonry, the use of ma-
terial i.e. irregular and crude blocks of heavy
granite, the plan of the gateways with right
angled inside entrances and shape ofthe posi-
tions i.e. rectangular reveal clearly the trabeate
method employed. The outer wall is the most
massive and ornamental, having embattlements
with small projecting towers and presenting a
very pleasing effect where the fall ofthe rock is
to steep as to make ascent impossible. Upon
the summit are a few small buildings and a pool
of'water. The location of the fort is itselfa mat-
ter of great geopolitical importance for it is situ-
ated far away from the core of the prosperous
Vijayanagara Empire. The situational context
of'the fort on the peripheries of the empire guar-
anteed the continuance of the Vijayanagara
polity even after the downfall of the empire.

Historical Reference and political history
of Chandragiri fort :

Tradition ascribes the construction of
Chandragiri fort to a certain Immadi Narasimha,
at about 1000 A.D., a Yadavaraya chief who
ruled over the region’. But this is not supported
by contemporary epigraphical evidence, since;
nowhere in their inscriptions does Chandragiri
find mention. On the other hand the earliest
epigraphical reference to Chandragiri occur in
an inscriptions at Sivapuram in Madanapalle
taluk, Chittoor district dated s5132, AD 1403,
during their reign of Harihara I another inscrip-
tion of same period dated s1328, 1406 AD,
falling in the reign of Deva Raya | referring to
Chandragiri, comes from Tamaballapalle in
Madanapalle taluk in Chitttoor district. During

this period, it is not clearly known what role
Chandragiri played.

The Chandragiri being referred to in another
inscription at Tirupati dated s1330 A.D1409
belonging to Mallana or Malland Udaiyal and
falling in the reign of Deveraya I* As his last
known date is s1366 A.D 1444. This Mallana
Udaiyar who was originally governing
Barukuru, appears to have been shifted to the
governorship of Chandragiri Rajya which took
place around s.1330 A.D. 1418, on which oc-
casion, he made arrangements for the provi-
sion of Naivedyam and other offerings to Lord
Sri Venkatewara®.

During the last years of Devaraya I we find
a Saluva chief by name Peri Mallayadeva ma-
haraja son of Erakavapayadeva maharaja was
a Mahamandalesvara and held the change of
Chandragiri rajya after Mallana had left it°.
About the same period, we come across a
commander by name Tippada Nageya
Nayakar dated s.1364 A.D. 1442 son of
Muddiya Nayaka and was probably on officer
of Devaraya Il and commanded the forces sta-
tioned at Chandragiri®.In the year of's.1352
A.D. 1430 sadharana 20 TT, 99, p. 136 a
Sirigirisvara or Srigiri is found presenting a
golden pattern to Lord Sri Venkateswara’. This
srigiri is identical with srigiri Bhupala, surnamed
Pratapadevaraya; Son of Vijaya and the
younger brother of Devaraya I1®.

During the reign of Mallikariuna, we have
only one inscription at Tirupati referring to
Chandragiri and from this, we learn that
Chandragiri formed part of Vaikunta Velanadu.
This period is also remarkable for the rise ofa
new family of subordinate chiefs (viz.,) Saluvas
who were later to come into prominence among
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them we find three chiefs appearing simulta-
neously, including Saluva Narasimha, the other
was Saluva Sri Mulayadeva Maharaya, who
made a grant of money to the temple of Lord
Sri Venkateswara in s.1372 A.D 1450 and
Saluva Malay adeva, son of Erakamparadeva
Maharaja and younger brother of Peli Mallya
Deva, noticed already under Devaraya I1, and
who made a grant of some village chambakkam
in the Chandragiri rajya’.

Saluva Narasimha, the founder of the sec-
ond dynasty of Vijaynagara, belonged to an-
other branch of the same family. His father was
Saluva Guniya Deva Maharaja. Having been
the subordinate chief of Mallikarjuna and en-
Jjoying semi-independent status in the south, he
gradually extended his power over the present
North Arcot (Vellore) and South Arcot districts.
and rose to a pre-eminent position as a defacto
ruler of the empire, under the 1st dynasty'. His
earliest record at Tirupatiis dateds.1378 A. D
1456"and the last s, 1411, AD. 14892,

During this period Rapile Svara Gajapati
according to the Ananatavaram grant dated A.D
1463, after his capture of Kondavidu and
Udayagiri, sent an expedition under the com-
mand of Kumara Hamvira, southwards®.

Mallikarjuna made necessary preparations
to meet the Oriya invasion and transferred
Saluva Narasimha, his governor at Chandragiri
to Penugonda to defend the central part of the
empire, leaving Chandragiri in the charge of
Saluva Ramachandra'*. Kumar Hamvira, ac-
cording to the above grant succeeded in cap-
turing the forts of Udayagiri Chandragiri,
Padaividu, Vedulampatti, Usavadi Tiruvarur and
Tiruchirapalli. Thus, Chandragiri came under
Gajapati occupation, which was placed under

the command of Kumara Kapilesvara,

Mabhapatra, son of Hamvira, and his kingdom
extended from the Ganges to Kaveri. How-

ever, this was only short lived, as we find Saluva
Narasimha by A.D1465-66, recapturing from
the Gajapatis, the Tamil districts in the south.

Saluva Narasimha inherited his ancestral King-

dom with its capital at kalyanapuram and later
on, acting up on the advice ofhis minister, shifted
his capital to Chandragiri, owing to the inac-

cessibility of its hills and the impregnability of
its fortifications®.

Saluva Narasimha was followed by his son
successor Immadi Narasimha. During this pe-
riod, we find two generals Priya Obala
Nayakkar Rama Nayakkar as the chief com-
mandant of Vijayangara forces from an mscrip-
tion dated s. 1426, 1504 which bestows on
him, the title Sriman Mahanaya Kacharya and
Raya Rayasam Konduvandu and another.
Timmcena Dannayakkar, son of Karanikka
Annadat Devegal, dated s.1415 A.D. 1495.
The above record mentions that he resided at
Chandragiri, perhaps as the commander of the
forces stationed at Chandragiri'S.

After this, Chandragiri finds mention again
during the reign of Krishnadevaraya. During
this period, we learn from Nuniz,
thatKrishna Devaraya’s minister Saluva
Timmarasu, imprisoned Achyuta Raya, whom
he calls as Busbala Rao, together with his own
three brothers, in a fortress called chaodegary,
where we remanded till, he died". During this
period, we find, according to an inscription at
Tirupati issued by Lakshmi Amma wife of Saluva
Timma the prime minister; his son-in-law
Appayan, the general noticed during the pe-
riod 1s Periya Obala Nayakkar, who
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served under Immadi Narasimha'®. He is
represented by an inscription dated s.1434 A.
D 1512 making the gift ofa village Singodupalli,
in Sittanavolu Sirmai, in Palugurunadu and we
learn that he served under two successive kings
as the commander of Vijayanagara forces at
Chandragiri".

During the reign of Achyuta, Chandragiri was
governed by Ramanatha Bhutanatha, we also
find Achyuta Raya making a fond mention of
Chandragiri in a copper plate dated A.D 1532.
He visited it several times and actually stayed
there for some months®. In fact, a part of
Achyuta Raya’s army was kept at Chandragiri,
under the command of his Brahmin general
Dalavayi Timmarusayya, son of Pradhanin
Somarusayya?'.

In the reign ofSadasiva, immediately
after his accession, trouble arose to Rama
Raya, the defacto ruler, from the aggressions
of'the ambitious ruler of Travancore, and the
proselytizing activities of the Roman Catholic
missionaries, with the active support of the
Portuguese governor of Goa. Alfonso de
Souza, added to this was the trouble caused
by the opponents of Rama Raya, who took
control over Chandragiri and the Chola coun-
try. Hence, in order to suppress the rebels and
establish another, Rama Raya sent an expedi-
tion to the south in 1543 A.D under the com-
mand ofhis cousin China Tirumala and Vithala.
In the process, they first attacked Chandragiri
and captured it*. The names of the opponents
from whom they took it is not known. Later
on, they routed the forces of the rebels and
re-established their authority. As a result, China
Tirumala was appointed to rule over the sub-
dued regions, jointly with his brother Vithala®.

After the great battle of Rakkasa-Tangadi
in A.D. 1565 begins a new phase in the history
of Chandragiri. During this period, (he)
Tirumala the brother of Ramaraya reorganised
the administration ofthe Kingdom into three
provinces and appointed his youngest son
Venkatapati II to the ruler of Chandragiri as
the governor of Tamil districts®* while his elder
brother Sri Ranga [ was ruling over Penugonda,
the Telugu country®.

Following the death of Tirumala, Sritanga [
became the emperor in A.D 1572. During his
region, came an invasion from the Bijapur Sul-
tan Ali Adil Shah, in A.D 1576 who accompa-
nied by Hande Timmappanayaka, marched
against Penugonda. At this, Sri Ranga , left the
defense of his capital to Savaram Chennappa
and retired to Chandragiri®.

In the next reign i.e. of Venkata II, took
place the transfer of capital, again form
Penukonda to Chandragiri, it is difficult to say;,
when exactly this took place. According to
some writers it was in A.D. 1585 while accord-
ing to some, it happened in A.D 1592. This
reign of Venkata II, brought Chandragiri to
prominence and it enjoyed absolute peace.
InA.D 1597-98 he suppressed a rebellion of
the Warangal chiefs at Gundikota and
captured their leader Krishnamaraja and
imprisoned him at Chandragiri. He even re-
ceived an envoy from the Mughal emperor
Akbar. The Bijapur Sultan, Ibrahim Adil Shah
IT also sent an embassy to himin A.D. 1694
probably to enter into an alliance, against the
possible danger of Mughal invasion®’.

After Venkata I, Chandragiri had a quick
succession of masters. It was during the reign
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of SriRanga Il mA. D 1639, the site on which
the present fort of St.George is located, was
granted to Francis Day, when the Emperor was
residing at Chandragiri. It passed into the hands
of'the Golconda Sultan in A.D 1646. InA.D
1758 it was ruled by Nawab Abdul Wahab
Khan, brother of the Nawab of Carnatic from
Arcot. InA.D 1782 Hyder All took it and re-
mained so under then tillA.D 1799%.

A briefsurvey of the political history ofthe
Chandragiri fort would help us to under-
stand the continual modifications in build-
ing technology and patterns of patronage. The
early records namely the literary and the nscrip-
tions do not refer to the Chandragiri fort. But
on grounds of style as we have seen in many
parts of Maharastra and Karnataka and also
there appears to be continuity in the structures
even after different rulers changed. There is
evidence ofthe presence of the Yadava struc-
tures in Daulatabad even after the decline of
the dynasty, which has been dealt indetail by
John Burton Page. Similarly, Siva Nagi
Reddy also outlines the continuities in
architectural traditions and therefore we can-
not dismiss the tradition that Chandragiri fort
had a historyprior to the coming of the
Vijayanagara kings. This is based on the gen-
eral pattern that the earlier forts continue to exist
but were given a new lease of life and the char-
acter with the coming of the Vijayanagara rul-
ers. Chitradurga in Karnataka is one ofthe
forts like they are indeed in Maharastra to show
this feature.

The architecture of Chandragiri fort :

The Chandragiri fort was identified as monu-
ment and it was under the control of the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India and here we see

many excavations have been undertaken un-
der thesupervision ofthe ASI. This excava-
tion have revealed a clear understanding of the
fort and helps to correlate the changes in politi-
cal authority with the changes in the construc-
tion that can be linked to conscious patronage
patterns of certain styles. What immediately
strikes the viewer is the two palaces at
Chandragiri, the Raja Mahal and the Rani
Mahal, of external facades are built of pink
stucco plaster and reveal clear Islamic influences
by the use of arch and vaults rather than beams.
But this is riot the only picture that one gets at
the initial sight, and as we go nearer we see
that there is a clear use of decorative arches
which strongly resemble the temple styles. Fur-
ther, the highly quality of stucco is a clear indi-
cator of borrowing from the Bahamani style.
Traditions are refined here as we find that the
earlier crudity of the stucco is now adapted to
more sophisticated forms and this is done by
using motifs which are very small and therefore
the whole part has many sets of small decora-
tive devices with the effect that no space is left
unfilled. Instead of giving the appearance of
crowding, this gives the appearance ofa well-
balanced facade with the use of many decora-
tive devices which are part ofa grand scheme.
This, then was part of the ruling ideology
whereby the kings wanted to impress by archi-
tecture and in this direction, they freely bor-
rowed from Muslim and local motifs as these
motifs had a strong historical past and were al-
ready well received by the local populace.
Though short lived, the political imprint of the
Europeans is also seen in the form of'a small
church and a gymnasium.
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The fort of Chandragiri roughly covers an
area of about one mile in circumference and
extends over an area of about 25.50 acres and
consists of two ports (viz.,) Lower and upper
forts. The former i.e.lower fort encircles the
entire plain terrain below i.e. at the foot of the
hill, on three sides i.e. east, south and west while
on the north raises the high hill. On plan the fort
resembles a crescent as a semi-circle and hence
appears to have derived its name Chandragiri
(Moonhill). The lower fort comprises two ram-
part walls, two gateways on each side i.e. east
and west, and a number of bastions totalling
thirty in all, belonging to both rectangular and
semi-circular shapes interspersed at regular in-
tervals of distance. A general look the fort of
Chandragiri appears to bear close similarity to
the other two Vijayanagar forts (viz.,)
Penukonda and Hampi in matters of construc-
tional technique i.e. cyclopean masonry, the use
of material i.e. irregular and crude blocks of
heavy granite, the plan of the gateways with
right angled turns inside and the shape of the
bastion i.e. rectangular®. Therefore, we would
be right in concluding that the patronage pat-
terns that dictated the plans were having a con-
tinuity which was part of the Vijayanagara
Courtly style.

Terrain analysis of Chandragiri fort :
Chandragiri fort is located in hill which parts
of'series ofhills one side, and on the other side
totally expose to plain. The immediate danger
of'such topography is this fear of large-scale
attacks to prevent these stones are walled
keeping in alignment natural passage below the
minor hillocks. There not in straight line there-
fore is no easy strait movement thus they fal-

low a zigzag pattern that is widening but con-
creting gives easily passage to the horse and
elephants’ men, the only danger being that there
are entry sharp turns that are revealed because
of architectural intervention. The element of
advantage because of the possessing othid and
watch towers the multilateral entry after the
series of concentric calls reveals hillock that is
underlining on these side and very strip as one
proceeds north word. There thus no fortifica-
tion and the northern side are two strip, there-
fore the natural terrain used similarly the pal-
aces and water tank location lower elevation
and the middle elevation finds the structural that
are used for performance and ceremonial ritu-
als. Some of the main religious works are the
regular possession of royalty and the elephants;
there is also hangmen noose at the top which
was display the power of the state by the cer-
emonial of public spectacular an end this exer-
cise from high altitude led to the strategic pos-
session of the visual spectacle.

Fig No 2, Chandragiri fort fig no’s 2, 3,4,
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Fig No 3, Chandragiri fort Fig No 4, Chandragiri fort
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SOCIO POLITICAL CONCERNS in Nayantara Saghal’s
A Time to Be Happy

- Dr. C. Jaiganesh, GuestLecturer, Department of English, Thiruvalluvar GovtArts College, Namakkal- Tamilnadu.

Nayantara Sahgal is recognized as the main
political author, basically among ladies schol-
ars. AsA. V. Krishna Rao notices, “Nayantara
Sahgal is may be one of our best socio-politi-
cal authors today” (6). She limits her books to
the rich society associated with political issues.
Her principle commitment specifically has been
her profound contribution and anxiety with gov-
ernmental issues. In any case, her captivating
worry with governmental issues isn’t separated
from humanistic concern. However her char-
acters are a lot of associated with political cir-
cumstances they are extremely human. Their
own situations, here and there, run correspond-
ing to the political emergencies they face.

Sahgal is a campaigner of individual oppor-
tunity which is reflected significantly in her
books. Her books address the different social
and social changes that occur in India and the
singular’s response to them. Her knowledge of
the general public which she depicts in her books
loans them genuineness. Disregarding her sound
comprehension of lady’s inconveniences and
worry for the situation of the new lady, she is
compelled by the extremely political founda-
tion of hers that loaned legitimacy to her books,
and manages the difficulty of just the advantaged
and the world class.

As Sahgal has burned through the vast ma-
jority ofher youth in Anand Bhawan, the tribal
home of the Nehrus in Allahabad, has direct
information on legislative issues and political fig-
ures in India. It is certain that legislative issues
are in her blood. Jawaharlal Nehru was her

mom’s sibling, while her dad kicked the bucket
as a result of an ailment he experienced in jail
when he was detained for taking an interest in
India’s opportunity battle. The critical political
occasions structure the setting for every one of
her books.

Sahgal is both a novelist and a political jour-
nalist. Her novels have a political background
or political ambiance. She is really managing
individuals and circumstances however think-
ing back, every one appears to mirror the ex-
pectations and fears the political scene held to
her around then. Over a truly incredible span
one is numerous things, fiction is her depend-
able love, however she really wants to put her-
self out there on basic policy driven issues. As
Sahgal herself comments that, “Political and
social forces shape our lives. How can we be
unaware of them ? I believe there is a “poetics
ofengagement” where commitment and aes-
thetics meet and give each other beauty and
power” (http://books.google.co.in/books).

Sahgal’s books present obviously a sequen-
tial record of Indian governmental issues from
the last period of the opportunity battle to the
breakdown ofa vote based system in mid-sev-
enties. She most definitely clarifies that legisla-
tive issues is embedded in her “bones and mar-
row”, (41) and in her “emotional and intellec-
tual make up” (42) so much that she can don’t
really stay a simple agreeable observer to the
happenings with broad drop out influencing
essential human interests. Her family-guardians,
cousins, uncles and aunties were overwhelm-

| 131

(arosde S5 |



http://books.google.co.in/books).

BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 1, January (1) 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
underArts and Humanities Category

ingly occupied with the nation’s battle for op-
portunity and were at the middle phase of the
Indian politics-"All around them political and
moral thoughts were being examined and fig-
ured and the young ladies were a piece ofit.
Assuming it was Nehru’s vision has affected
her political position; it is her dad’s tenderness
and fortitude which has impacted her moral
stance”(12). Sahgal has procured a name for
herself as an energetic and brave political re-
porter.

Sahgal’s composing is well known for stay-
ing in contact with the most recent political
promising and less promising times with a smid-
gen of Western progressivism. Her books au-
thentically address the contemporary Indian
political subject. Her disposition in the books
1s vague to that of Nehru that is intermixed with
the Western viewpoint. Dissimilar to the next
political authors, she never pronounces a par-
ticular political belief system or leaning toward
any political creed or political development. All
her significant characters of the novel are cen-
tripetally drawn towards the whirlpool of poli-
tics.

Sahgal’s books weave parts of India’s so-
cial, political, and social history into their story
structure and subject them to a nearby basic
assessment. The time frame covered is gener-
ally between the 1930s, when there was a mass
arousing in the country to rise and rebel against
the British realm, and the hour of'crisis in 1975.
Her books make undercover and a few un-
common unequivocal references to huge po-
litical happenings, particularly the books she
composed during 1970s and 1980s; critics have
likewise thought of her as a political writer or
an author with political awareness. She man-

ages issues connected with verifiable reproduc-
tions more hesitantly. In her previous books too
she consolidates private and public history by
interweaving the past of individual lives with
India’s recorded past. She has been the distur-
bance both when the independence in 1947.

In her books, on one hand, she uncovered
the eager for power ofpoliticians and their vault-
ing power-desire and on the other, she features
the intense political dissidents and their pen-
ances for their homeland. She says, “The he-
roes in my novels were patterned on pre-inde-
pendence examples and the villains on contem-
porary personalities” (16). In the entirety of her
works there is a mix of two universes: the indi-
vidual universe of man-lady relationship and the
indifferent universe oflegislative issues. Her
perceptions of the general conduct and re-
sponses of individuals, her humor and her de-
piction ofthe changing social conditions in con-
temporary India are very captivating.

Sahgal is eminently qualified to write politi-
cal novel of a high quality because of being born
in an illustrious family of freedom fighters. Her
first-hand acquaintance with political issues and
personages is an enviable advantage. Her po-
litical characters seem to be authentic. All her
novels integrate the aspects of Indian political
and social history into their plots and settings,
in particular, representations of colonialism and
the struggle for independence, the partition, the
disintegration ofthe Punjab, the death of Nehru,
the progression of the Indian political scene in
the post colonial context, and India‘s state
emergency. These larger socio-political events
are generally refracted through the lives of in-
dividual characters caught up in domestic and
personal conflicts that correspond, interconnect,
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and interrupt power struggles in the public
sphere.

In several ways Sahgal‘s work is different
from the work of most of her contemporaries
in the field of Indo-English fiction. She does
treat the East-West theme but it is not a con-
flict between two sets of values or a value judg-
ment on any one of them. The foreigners in her
novels are not very imperative characters and
their involvement lies in their individual reac-
tions and response not in any kind of represen-
tation of a set of values. So far her setting, like
her social and cultural environment, has always
been Indian. The Westernized middle or upper
class Indians are criticized for their Western
attitudes and a blind adherence to them and for
their estrangement from their own background
which has condensed their value as mere indi-
viduals.

The responsibility lies not in the values them-
selves but in their transplantation which has been
substandard. Similarly it is not possible to clas-
sify her values as a simple confrontation be-
tween convention and contemporary, for there
is much in tradition that she values and a great
deal in modernity which she admires. It is
enough to say that for her the test of a value is
in the freedom and growth related to a sense of
fulfillment. The novels of Sahgal create a need
for a total, rather than a separate evaluation of
her novels. Sahgal‘s first five novels, 4 Time
to be Happy, This Time of Morning, Storm
in Chandigarh, The Day in Shadow, and Rich
Like Us depict the contemporary Indian po-
litical scene of the past forty years, starting from
India‘s independence in 1947. Sahgal takes
her readers to a tour of pre- and post-Inde-
pendent India.

The protagonists in each successive novel
project the views of the novelist in the latest
political and historical context. They portray and
reveal that there is expectation and assurance
in the nation even after partition. Due to the
Emergency in 1975 there is an anguished
awareness of acceptance and defeat. Loss of
personal freedom, whether it be due to the state
or a person, is objectionable to both Sahgal
and her characters. That’s why her heroines
rebel and even rupture away from the bonds of
marriage to find a life of accomplishment some-
where else.

Significant political occasions can be de-
tected structure the foundation of Sahgal’s
books. Her first novel, 4 Time to Be Happy,
presents the start of Indian independence. This
Time of Morning comes later, when the basic
festival has worn off. Storm in Chandigarh
deals with the bundle of the Punjab on etymo-
logical lines precisely when the state had re-
covered from the injury of the 1947 fragment.
The Day in Shadow is richly charged up by the
political mprovement of the overall population..
Rich like Us is presumably her best novel
wherein the activity traces all the way back to
the time of India’s National Emergency during
1974-75 when the Parliament was in a condi-
tion of suspended movement. Sahgal gives a
true image of high-profile government officials
and civil servants, enveloped with their mixed
drink parties, stressed more over themselves
than about the issues that the nation faces. Her
books are worried about the current debauch-
ery of India, and how imaginative use can be
made ofits past. It is this anxiety with the coun-
try which drove her to criticize against the Emer-

gency.
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A Time to Be Happy Sahgal’s first novel
has the references to congress exercises and
the occasions of 1942. The clever presents
India’s battle for autonomy and the evolving
socio-political existence ofthe nation introduced
through the upper working class. The novel is
situated in the time following the opportunity of
the nation; however its account space is over-
whelmed by pre-autonomy times. The hero of
the original reviews his point of reference life,
particularly the progressions in his reasoning
and activities achieved by Gandhi’s call to indi-
viduals of India. Aside from this, the hero joins
it with the account of the offspring ofhis dear
companion, focusing for the most part on the
most youthful child Sanad, who tracks down
himself a complete erratic in free India

The narrator recreates past events partly
from his memory and partly on the basis of
details given by Sanad. The problem of Sanad
is one of identity or self-discovery. The novel
takes off from a crisis in Sanad’s life, when he
genuinely ruminates surrendering his occupa-
tion with a presumed unfamiliar organization.
Sanad feels anxious in the organization of his
English officials. The connection between the
storyteller and Sanad is profoundly private on
the grounds that Sanad totally views him as a
confident person whose trustworthiness is un-
common. Sanad’s dilemma about himself is
trademark in the cross-flows of the East and
the West. He explains his problem by saying:

I’ve studied English history and literature.
I’ve read the English poets. It’s all the more
real to me than the life I live every day. Don’t
you see, it has been burned into us. We’re
branded with it. My body is in India but my

brain doesn’t belong here. I might as well be
an Englishman except for the colour of my skin.
(234)

Sanad’s marriage to Kusum coincides with
India’s independence in 1947. Sanad and
Kusum come to terms with life- Sanad by ac-
cepting the new changes in the country with a
remarkable degree of understanding and de-
veloped susceptibility; and Kusum by gradu-
ally recuperating fromthe harrowing experience
of Sahadev’s cruel and irrational death and by
finding the comfort and consolation in Sanad.
The novelpresents that in light of immense con-
trasts in the degrees of living and thinking about
its kin, there was a concurrent ofa few layers
of'past episodes in the country, which caused
individuals to react in an alternate manner to
the English.

They either decided to stay emotionless and
foreordained, similar to Sanad’s dad or ad-
vanced new ways for battling their impact by
conjuring a piece of their local custom. A por-
tion of the hero surrendered their prosperous
and rich life for joining Gandhi’s social and po-
litical program. Others, as Sanad, decide to
follow the English aimlessly, in light of the fact
that they considered it both instructive and ful-
filling an edified method of living and a power-
ful street to progress. The story is told in the
first person narration by a Gandhian bachelor,
assumes the role of a narrator. He claims to be
a detached bystander, but in the course of the
novel he gets involved in its action. Two of
Sahgal‘s favorite themes, identity and man-
woman relationships emerge in the novel. He
says “I have the feeling of being lost in crowd,”
(233) and wishes to go to England to see “what
the original is like” (234).
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More awesome is the social and educational
reality which has brought change in the charac-
ters perspective. However Sanad‘s own fam-
ily, suffers from none of these confounding
problems. In their own characteristic way they
have remained unchanged by dramatic changes
brought about by politics and history. Govind
Narayan, his father, continues to live in the past,
Girish his brother, and Harish his uncle, are more
than contented in the world ofthe British though
now greatly reduced in impact. His young wife
Kusum is very different, coming as she does
from a middle-class Indian background. At
marriage there exists a large gulf between
Sanad‘s aristocratic family and that of Kusum's.
Her professor father and four siblings were
straightforwardly engaged with the freedom
development; however Kusum’s is a quiet
change starting with one world then onto the
next. There is no revolt, resistance or disdain in
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Erroneous Companionship in Shobhaa De’s work Snapshots

- V.Hamsaveni, Research Scholar, PG & Research Department of English,
Arignar Anna College (Arts & Science) Krishnagiri, Tamilnadu, India.

The article centers on the Erroneous, Fal-
lacy companionship in Shobhaa De’s work
Snapshots. De is an author of Indian English
Literature which has a long custom of female
writer who depicted India of their time.
Women’s activist like Kamala Markandaya,
Namita Gokhale, Manju Kapur, Anita Desai,
Arundhati Roy, and Shashi Deshpande has
given their certifiable desires focusing on the
patriarchal Society. De composes what she
finds in the general public .She uncovered the
mysteries of hypochondriac and irreverent in-
dividuals of metropolitan Society. Swati, the
heroine because of absence of parental love
and impacted by western culture have narcis-
sistic and whimsical nature misdirects her life
and deludes her five school companions for
material increase and taken revenge of them.

Keywords : Feminist, reverence, fragile,
tapping, humiliation, desperate and immoral

In the edified period of Indian women’s ac-
tivist or feminist, numerous Indian writers de-
picted their reflecting work by their meaningful
work in Indian English novels. The female au-
thors achieved a specific stature and world wide
popularity are Kamala Markandaya, Anita
Desai, Ruth Prawer Jhabwala, Nayantara
Sahgal, Manju Kapur, Namita Gokhale,
Arundhati Roy, and Shobhaa De. They imitated
and followed British Writers like Bronte Sis-
ters, George Eliot, Jane Austen and Virginia
Woolf in portraying their Characters. These
authors opposed viably and mathematically in
concerning the internal impressions of ladies and

get acclimate with their own recognizable proof.
Their portrayal in the books continually shares
undisputed validity to their feminist thoughts,
respect and viewpoints.

This paper presents the readers about the
novel Snapshots (1995) in which the five school
friends get cheated by Swati because of ab-
sence of trust in them and they come up short
on the capacity to recognize her underhanded-
ness. Shobhaa De an author of eighteen books,
both fiction and non-fiction and a hazardous
writer of contemporary metropolitan India and
a wide perused editorialist in preeminent distri-
butions. She is additionally a grandiose sup-
porter of the women’s activist reason and a
maturing virtuoso in the space ofModern En-
glish Literature.

She depicts the genuine image of present
day metropolitan life. Her books manage
people of metropolitan exclusive class their fixa-
tions, frustrations and uncertainties. She has
guileless authenticity and decides the charac-
ters and reflects them as they are and not they
ought to have been. She writes to awake the
society by illuminating the spoiled truth winning
in the metropolitan exclusive class of metro-
politan urban areas of India for the most part
Mumbai.

She ensnares to an incredible profundity in
the inward mind of the characters and uncov-
ers the hid conducts and unethical behavior of
the characters took on by them because ofthe
impact of western culture. Fellowship is one of
the most outstanding part of Indian culture is
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broken and lost its worth in Shobhaa De’s
Snapshots. People have persuadibility, affect-
ability and the capacity to capture, it depends
on the individual to utilize or abuse it in rela-
tions. In specific cases its utilizationrelies upon
the circumstances and incidentally on the aim
of'the individual. In the novel Snapshots Swati’s
profound disturbance, worrisome sentiments
and embitterment came about into delicate mis-
leading fellowship.

Companionship underscores an extremely
huge job in one’s life; it outfits chuckling, share
stresses and recollections and has a good time.
Precisely it occurred in the original Snapshots.
The Six School companions of Santa Maria
High School Swati, Aparna, Reema, Rashmi,
Noor and Surekha accumulated on the greet-
ing of Swati Bridges at Reema’s house to re-
call past recollections, for certain old photos
and altogether the old group companions ap-
proached each other for the lunch on Tuesday
when they were driving unavoidable, medio-
cre, existences of home life and envisioned hap-
piness.

They are having issues oftheir own yet they
all gone to it. Their unconcealed antagonism
harmed the air and their kinship went to be
horrible. The novel Snapshots depicts the post-
colonial era which concretizes the experiences
of amazing, liberated new woman. Snapshots
display a metropolitan culture where men re-
main on the external limit and ladies challenge
for power. It is a message of Shobhaa De to
embody the underhanded kinship winning in
Urban India.

It is a plot of retribution to Swati the hero-
ine since she lies and misleading her compan-
ions because of her careless nature. She took

life as a game and consistently thought to win
and assuming the game is lost she intends to
render retribution ofthe champ. This intuitive
feeling emerged in her because of fretfulness
and dissatisfaction throughout everyday life.

The author Shobhaa De has depicted Swati
the heroine as an illustration to all Oriental la-
dies who maintains a strategic distance fromall
ways and wretched embraced by her to lead a
quite outstanding life. In this work Swati is an
opponent of her companions and she renders
retribution of every one of them. It is hard to
arrange her actually, her uncommon looks en-
thralls everyone. She had acquired her nutmeg
complexion from her Malayali father and rather
extraordinary highlights with tip-shifted Orien-
tal eyes fromher mom. She is envious of Aparna
and thinks of her as an adversary, for Reema a
trophy guest, for Rashmi a haughty bitch, for
Noor a high-class whore, while for Surekha,
she is a flighty, vain and manipulative.

Swatiis irregular, certain, hot, coy, mon-
etarily and socially more impressive, likewise a
vocalist what’s more manipulative from her
School days. She practices command over oth-
ers. She is socially thoughtful and skilled also
makes a legit articulation. Her immediacy tends
to disharm doubt, which makes simpler for her
to get away with her untruths. She introduces
herself successfully before others. Noor is pre-
ferred by Swati in the class. Noor is an innocu-
ous kind of young lady and sweet. She is es-
thetical and unrealistic. Swati subjugates Noor
and brings down her pride which induces Noor
to end it all.

Noor’s issue is that she uncovered Swati’s
mystery of tapping through electronic bugs put
covertly by her in the room. Swati fostered an
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imperious demeanor towards Noor in the wake
of enslaving her sibling Nawaz in illegal unscru-
pulous sexual relationship with him just to win
Nawaz from Noor. She celebrates under the
possibility that she is far better than all ladies.
She wants increasingly more almost the com-
plete sum that pulled in her. She had likewise
taken articles from Noor’s house. Nawaz
makes reference to:

“If Mummy finds out, that s it .She 1l ban
your friend from coming over. Next time [ see
Swatil m going to ask her about the silver ash-
tray. And the ivory horse.” (84) She deceives
Noor scolds her and tells that nobody needs
her not even her own brother whom she has
kept the incest relationship. She furiously ut-
tered: “I ve got your sick little love-notes too,
what fun. Imagine how they Il appear in print.
You 1l be exposed for what you are and al-
ways have been—suicidal psychotic bitch. You
is nothing, Noor. Nothing at all....” (302)

The dread of openness of incest relation-
ship with her sibling drove Noor to feel embar-
rassed and imperil all over her life and she ended
it all by shutting herself in the restroom. Swati
additionally misled Reema. Reema is a periph-
ery individual, obscure and wooly. She is a
sweet, mild-mannered individual without any
real opinion. Reema is drawn to Raju in School
days and she had intercourse with him in the
back seat ofa stolen car yet she didn’t tell any-
one. She becomes pregnant and is shipped off
home from School in shame. She failed in her
terminals and is scared, guilty, confused and
ashamed she stayed away from Raju.

Swati a clever and domineering figure makes
Reema’s defenselessness advantageous for her

with her assistance of her auntie. Yet, the real-
ity stays that by aiding Reema in the hour of her
frantic circumstance, Swati obliges her for an
entire life time. As Reema is extremely dear to
the teacher and her grades are likewise better
compared to Swati and she had additionally
bagged the lead role in the annual school play
and furthermore use to decline Swatito give a
lift to school every day. This caused envious-
ness about Reema to Swati and she uncovers
the Reema’s secret. The other friends protected
her however expressed:

“It would’ve gone off without a hitch, and
Reema’s misadventure would have remained a
secret, but someone squealed. It was never
known who the culprit was but everybody sus-
pected Swati.”’(139)

Presumably Swati helped Reema right now
yet she goes about as a revelation and uncov-
ered the mystery of Reema to her folks by illu-
minating through them a mysterious terrible
composed letter in her own handwriting Due
to which Reema needed to wed Ravi a man
not of her decision and Raju her boyfriend is
killed. The other person Aparna endures and
goes through embarrassment on account of
Swati. Seeds of competition, envy and disdain
are laid in Swati’s mind significantly sooner
during her school days when by normal assent,
Aparna is chosen as the most photogenic and
most attractive young girl. She legitimizes that
women are women’s worst enemy and most
exceedingly terrible adversary.

Jealousy about Aparna harms her confi-
dence finally she ends her friendship with her.
She incites jealousy to achieve hold over her
friends. Spouse turned into an appalling word
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for Aparna. Swati gets revenge of every single
young girl. She has aggression and avarice of
her companions owed to some irritable expla-
nation ofher own. She used to chuckle joyfully
with Rohit and would cause Aparna to feel like
an interloper in her own home. She draws
Aparna’s spouse and annihilates her amicable
life. At the get together party moment to bait
Aparna, Swatibegan to rub her telling that it’s
a Chinese strategy which she had gained from
a Hollywood therapist. Aparna stopped her
telling her not to be so theatrical and asked her
not to manipulate her Aparna utters:

“There isn’t one thing in the world you’d do
for nothing . You didn’t in the past and you cer-
tainly won’t now. I have asked myself —.You
were and are the most dangerous person |
know.”(253)

The above words loathed Swati and she
turned out to be more enraged with regards to
Aparna and introduced a few envelopes com-
posed by Rohit to her. Right now Swati needed
to uncover Aparna’s spouse and her issue with
him and how he cherished her rather than his
significant other and liked her in bed perfor-
mance. Aparna communicates transparently
with surge of tears moving from her eyes:

“You are lying, she said, blowing her nose.
,,1 don t believe you. I knew Rohit better than
he knew himself, yes, he did love me. Only me.
Nothing you say alter that. You destroyed our
marriage. You killed me. What did I ever do?
You turned on me like a viper?”’(256)

Because of which Aparna draws Prem her
office representative from his wife Renu. It es-
sentially occurs due to Aparna’s winning the best
girl trophy during her School days. Swati has

not failed to remember the embarrassment, the
hurt in the wake of losing the prize caused to
her. It left a scar at the forefront of her thoughts
which made her baffled and crushed and she
rendered retribution of Aparna by obliterating
the conjugal relationship of her and demolished
her rest. Swati utilized Dolly’s friendship ac-
countable for ensemble practice and crafty con-
duct to win the ‘Best House’ shield headed by
Aparna.

In that mater she’d likewise educated Dolly
to obliterate the opponent Green House en-
deavors by keeping an eye on their works on,
looking into their picked songs and finding the
plays they are planning. She peered down Dolly,
who serves her at her will, essentially in light of
the fact that she concedes as having grounded
twenty (laxatives) intestinal medicines into
Priya’s soft drinks, the talented young girl play-
ing Eliza Doolittle in the Dramatics contest for
the Green House creation of Pygmalion. Dolly
had torn two of her garish outfits and had done
snooping on Swati’s instruction, to prevent her
from winning the Best House shield of the year.

Somebody had spotted Dolly fixing the
drink and it at long last screeched and Dolly is
rusticated from the School. Not a single girl is
ready to converse with her for quite a long time
after the occurrence. In the mean time she de-
velops the most intimate and spiritual relation-
ship with her wedded companion Surekha.
Dolly responded when she came to realize that
Swati had welcomed Surekha:

“Those female nearly destroyed me. I ha-
ven t forgiven her. And never will. But you—--
why? Why do you want to go? What will you
get out of this Stupid lunch? Have you asked
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yourself one question——mno [ msure not. The
only reason Swati has asked you is to hurt me.
What else?’(220)

Dolly stays denied and careless for the du-
ration of her life because of her physical and
scholarly debasement by Swati. The dread of
getting uncovered risk Dolly and she at long
last ends it all, a social wrongdoing and disas-
trously takes her life. It shows Swati’s fake and
bothersome component of life which goes
against the Indian culture and customs and hu-
man qualities. The issue of present day Indian
ladies is better fathomed by Bijay Kumar Das
when he comments that:

“Shobhaa De dives deep into the hearts of
liberated, upper-class women in the contem-
porary society and depicted her characters as
they are and not as they not as they should have

been.”(6)

De expounds honestly on something, as-
suming it is horrendous and follows Dr. Freud’s
theory and uncovered the dull mysteries of life
which are undetectable to one’s eyes. She ad-
vises the risk and the alarming circumstances
going in metropolitan elite society. Swati is cor-
rupt and unreasonably inclined towards indi-
vidual pretention. Her deceptive disposition
severely dislikes Surekha for the basic expla-
nation that she helped Dolly in her despicable
circumstances, thereby hurting her ego bound-
lessly. Swati is in vain, egoistical and doesn’t
help Rashmi ‘the all rounder’, anunwed mother
in view of her being genuinely better than her.
She attempts to debase her by flinging com-
ments at her. “What are you afraid of? You have
not reputation to safe guard. And your bastard
Son must know he has a whore for a
mother.”(304)

The expression of malignant proclamation
harms Rashmi’s reputation before their friends
and they begun to wrestle each other in an awful
manner. Blood began to overflow out from
Rashmi’s arms and legs and they broke an Onyx
lamp in Reema’s house. Some may believe that
some particular type of mind brokenness im-
pact such bogus practices. The psychiatrist
Charles Ford is right as he specifies that “Lies
are advantageously used by individuals and
social groups to obtain power, sexual gratifica-
tion, and material goods or wealth” (21).

Presumably Swati is prepared to confront
the future uncertainly and she get the feeling of
prosperity and trust in her life for that reason
she played it carefully and sold out the most
trusted relationship the friendship. Swati needed
more and more everything that fascinated her.
The best way to procure them she thought is
money and materials. Her exorbitant longing
drives her to make a blue film, for the western
watchers which she does covertly and the ar-
rangement is failed. The affirmation of accom-
plishment abroad affirmed applause back home.

She plotted to utilize her friends voices in
the reunion to produce a bold meaty serial”
Sisters of the Sub-Continent to get increasingly
more cash. The writer is likewise against the
possibility that a few Indians are selling their
still, small voice, uniqueness, national feelings,
the meaning and misuse of friendship for worldly
gains from the west and incurring unsalvageable
harm to national honor and reputation.

Swati exasperates jealousy to make
progress however jealousy about her compan-
ions has not assisted her with accomplishing
anything throughout everyday life. This sort of
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kinship drives us far away from humankind and
life loses its feeling of direction . Therefore one
can articulate that: “Discovering India through
Indian eyes.”(41)

Swati’s pursuit for triumph is persistent. She
arises as a champ from the fifth standard in
tests, competition and plays. She goes to Lon-
don and joins the School of Drama yet she turns
into an instance of high assurance and is fruit-
less. She is the kid, ignored by her folks. Her
mom is a conspicuous social worker and Pro-
fessor of Anthropology, and had submitted her
life to the upliftment of the working masses also
presence rarely at home. Her dad additionally
is a Civil Engineer who invested a large portion
ofhis energy in work sight out oftown and their
house is solitary and cold. Swatidoes not have
the parental love, care, delicacy and honor in
her childhood and is acclimated with various
ayahs to deal with her.

To keep up with the ideal exemplification in
her home as indicated by her mom, they could
only sometimes hold workers. Without love and
compassion in her youth she creates with a
noxious and criminal brain and couldn’t legiti-
mize her own deed she felt alone without her
folks. She retains the climate and the organiza-
tion of various ayahs. She collaborated with
the terrible climate from an early age and when
grown-up embraced their addictions like alco-
hol and sex, manhandles and psychological cir-
cumstances of the ayahs.

She fashions substantial enthusiastic asso-
ciation with her grown-up guardian. Her na-
ture becomes impudent which contaminated her
life, psyche and body are degraded her to com-
plete zero. Her dull part of human instinct makes
her to render retribution of her companions. She,
at the end of'the day, put her in hurt because of
her unlawful or risky conduct. She didn’t com-
prehend the connections and the significance

of connections in her day to day existence due
to which she sold out her companions and is
fruitless in her conjugal life and have expanded
danger of substance misuse.

Swati may have felt that she have been
harmed here and there by her parents or by life
circumstances. She felt that the main way for
her to acquire importance is to retaliate for her
on others bringing about erroneous compan-
ionship. Absence of parental love results a sen-
sation of weakness, low self warmth and pos-
sibly trouble in keeping up with relational con-
nections to her. Esteemed Psychologist Donald
Winnicott once expressed that:

“Babies do not become distinct individuals
immediately after birth. They wade into
personhood gradually, buoyed by the calm and
protective waters of family. Long after the um-
bilical cord is cut, a second far stronger cord
remains. This second cord is the subject of at-
tachment theory of epigenetic inheritance, ofthe
nature/nurture debat.It is spun from love and
kinship, these ethereal fibres, and extends back-
wards through the generations and outward
through family, community, country, and ulti-
mately, the entire planet.”(201)

Nurturing or parenting truly matters! It
drives her to cause physical, mental and pas-
sionate harm of her. To bargain with this issue
guardian should give love, time and care in ado-
lescence to their kids to foster great and stead-
fast companionship and furthermore other in-
ner connections. Mary Wollstonecraft an eigh-
teen century author, logician characterizes the
issues of ladies and the situation with ladies in
her book A4 Vindication of the Rights of
woman as it is noted in: “I allow that more
friendship is to be found in the male than the
female world, and that men have a higher sense
ofjustice.”(28)

These don’t seem like the expressions of
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the women’s activist she is. She needed to
clarify that men are reasonable in fellowship and
give equity to companions or friends than la-
dies. Shobhaa De then again has without a
doubt and unambiguously opposes this custom-
ary methodology. She comprehends the mind
ofladies and is quick to project the rein of force
solidly in her female characters hand disregard-
ing the advantages and disadvantages of the
circumstance to make their own reality.

In the article the pessimist fellowship made
ruin and along these lines it is damaging, ques-
tionable, unfortunate and seriously finished.
Swati’s inward psyche is certainly noticeable
through her deceptive kinship where she had
deceived her friends for her satisfaction yet
failed. It recommends that youngsters need

Work-cited :

parental love and direction to foster them and
to achieve the fullest improvement oftheir char-
acter to turn into a total individual. Guardians
should give them time and show their wards
the example of saving nationality, dependabil-
ity, friendship and persistent regard with each
other to lead them from wandering off-track.

This piece of writing will shape the person-
alities inside the nation and it urges the readers
to thoroughly consider this basic issue going in
Indian elite urban society. Every one of the five
friends are socially restless they get cheated by
Swati because of absence of capacity to dis-
tinguish her underhandedness. To get love and
social acknowledgment Swatiswings from here
and there and misdirects her life and decepted
her companions.
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