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A Role of International Day of Yoga in the World

- B. Venkateshwarlu

Yoga has developed as one of the most
trusted ways to improve physical and mental
well-being, according to old Indian culture. The
term “yoga’ comes from the Sanskrit root

“yuj ", whichmeans “to connect,” “to yoke,”
or “tounite,” and represents the union of mind
and body, as well as thinking and action, re-
straint and fulfillment, human-nature harmony,
and a holistic approach to health and well-be-
ng.

The United Nations General Assembly rec-
ognized June 21 as International Yoga Day,
thanks to Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s tireless efforts. The United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) supported
this in its resolution “Apart from establishing a
balance in all aspects of life, yoga offers a com-
prehensive approach to health and well-being.
The global population’s health would benefit
from a larger spread of information about the
benefits of practicing Yoga.” This ushered in a
new age of holistic health care, in which the
focus was on prevention rather than treatment.

Key Words : Yoga, Health, Education,
Strength,United Nation,

Introduction :

Following its establishment at the United
Nations General Assembly in 2014, the Inter-
national Day of Yoga has been observed yearly
on June 21st since 2015. Yoga is an ancient
Indian physical, mental, and spiritual discipline.
Inhis 2014 UN address, Indian Prime Minis-
ter NarendraModi proposed the date of June
21 since it is the longest day of the year in the

Northern Hemisphere and has particular im-
portance in many regions of the world.

While underlining the specialty of Yoga, one
of the most prominent Sanskrit poets,
Bhartrhari, remarked centuries ago:

RIFEaanaTATST e e d g
g AT A A BT - E2: |

RATHIATAT NS e AT A ATt

TAOET e IF e LR EATE I | |

2

Meaning that by practicing Yoga on a regu-
lar basis, a person may acquire certain extremely
positive attributes such as courage, which de-
fends like a father, forgiveness, which is held
by a mother, and mental serenity, which is a
constant companion. Truth becomes our kid,
mercy our sister, self-control our brother, the
land becomes our bed, and knowledge satis-
fies our need via daily Yoga practice.

Origin of International Day of Yoga :

The notion of an International Day of Yoga
was nitially presented by India’s current Prime
Minister, NarendraModi, at the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) on September 27,
2014. He stated,”

“Yoga is a priceless gift from India’s ancient
culture. It represents mind-body unification,
thought-action harmony, restraint and fulfillment,
man-nature harmony, and a comprehensive
approach to health and well-being. It is about
discovering a sense of oneness with yourself,
the world, and nature, not about exercising. It
is possible to improve our well-being by alter-
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ing our lifestyle and cultivating mindfulness. Let’s
work together to establish an International Yoga
Day”.  NarendraModiin UN General As-
sembly

On the basis of this original idea, the United
Nations issued a draught resolution named
“Day of Yoga” in 2014. India’s delegation or-
ganized the consultations. To commemorate the
International Day of Yoga, the Reserve Bank
of India released a 10-rupee commemorative
coinin2015. To commemorate the Interna-
tional Day of Yoga, the United Nations Postal
Administration (UNPA) released ten stamps on
Asanas on a single sheet in April 2017.

Declaration of the United Nations :

India’s Permanent Representative
AsokeMukherji presented the draught resolu-
tion to the United Nations General Assembly
on December 11, 2014. The document was
accepted without a vote after receiving over-
whelming support from 177 Member States
who supported it. Many world leaders have
backed this endeavour. The resolution was co-
sponsored by 177 countries, the biggest num-
ber of co-sponsors ever for a UNGA resolu-
tion of this sort.

Modi proposed June 21 because it was the
longest day of the year in the northern hemi-
sphere (shortest in the southern hemisphere) and
had particular importance in many regions of
the world when he proposed it. The summer
solstice marks the beginning of the Dakshinayana
period in yoga. Guru Poornima is the second
full moon after the summer solstice. On this day,
Shiva, the first yogi (Adi Yogi), is claimed to
have started teaching yoga to the rest of man-
kind, and therefore becoming the first guru (Adi
Guru).

Following the UN resolution’s approval,
various leaders of India’s spiritual movement
expressed their support for the project.
Sadhguru, the founder of the Isha Foundation,
said, “This might serve as a stepping stone to-
ward making a scientific approach to human
well-being a global phenomenon... It’s a huge
step forward for the globe.” Ravi Shankar, the
originator of Art of Living, praised Modi’s ef-
forts, stating, “Without governmental support,
any philosophy, religion, or culture has a hard
time surviving. Yoga has existed for a long time,
virtually as an orphan. Now that yoga has been
officially recognised by the United Nations, the
benefits of yoga will be propagated all over the
world.”

International day of Yoga Logo :

Yaga For Harmony & Peace

Yoga, the I'YD logo union, represents the
union of individual consciousness with that of
global consciousness, a perfect harmony be-
tween mind and body, man and nature, and a
holistic approach to health and well-being. The
Earth element is represented by brown leaves,
while Nature is represented by green leaves.
Blue represents the Water element, brightness
represents the Fire element, and the Sun is the
source of energy and inspiration. The logo rep-
resents humanity’s harmony and tranquilly,
which is the core of Yoga.

In Practic :

New Delhi celebrates International Yoga
Day. In New York City, the United States, it is
International Yoga Day. In Vladivostok, Rus-
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sia, it is International Yoga Day. On June 21,
20135, and the inaugural International Day of
Yoga was commemorated all around the world.
In India, the Ministry of AY USH made the re-
quired preparations. At Rajpath in New Delhi,
35,985 people, including Prime Minister Modi
and dignitaries from 84 countries, performed
21 asanas (yoga postures) for 35 minutes, mak-
ing it the largest yoga class ever held, with the
largest number of participating nations—
84.Similar days have been held in cities across
India and around the world each year since
then.

On the occasion of International Yoga Day
in 2020, Bulgarian Prime Minister
BoykoBorissov sent a video greeting to Indian
Prime Minister NarendraModi.

Reception :

According to an Associated Press article
from 2015, the inaugural “International Yoga
Day” included “millions of yoga aficionados”
who “stretched and twisted,” as well as Modi
and his cabinet colleagues. It said that while
Modi spoke of “peace and unity,” other Indi-
ans believed that the promotion ofyoga was a
partisan Hindu operation, and that the major
avenue in Delhi had been turned into an exer-
cise area for the occasion. Muslims objected
to the notion that the sun was the Hindu deity
of the sun, Surya, thus a series of Surya
Namaskar (sun salutations) was eliminated, as
was the singing ofthe Hindu holy phrase “Om.”
Others said that the money spent on the event
would be better spent cleaning Delhi’s streets.

The 2014 United Nations resolution was
“wildly popular” in 2016, according to the
Christian Science Monitor, but yoga had a
“meditative component” and had become re-

nowned as not simply a kind of physical exer-
cise but also a mental and spiritual discipline. It
cited a 2015 lecture by Pope Francis caution-
ing Roman Catholics about the concept that
yoga may be a way to God as proof, as well as
Modi’sresponse to the claim that the Day was
designed to promote Hinduism: “Yoga isn’t
about living a double life. As a result, it isnot a
religious observance “.

According to The Week in 2015, the gov-
ernment of India’s goal in organising Interna-
tional Days of Yoga was to get yoga recognised
across the globe as “India’s cultural property,”
citing ShripadYessoNaik, India’s minister of
yoga, as saying, “We’re trying to establish to
the world that it’s ours.” This was unlikely to
succeed, according to The Week, not least since
various varieties of yoga were already prac-
tised in the Western world. Although Christian
evangelicals agreed with the Indian government
that yoga was “‘essentially a Hindu spiritual prac-
tise,” the storey quoted religion expert Ann Gleig
as claiming that most Western yoga had been
significantly altered by being in the West and
was devoid ofreligious element. The fiercely
devout Hindus and Christians’ “ironically”
agreed beliefs were “historically wrong.”
Uuseses of Yoga to the World :

Yoga is highly important and good for all
humans if1it is performed regularly in the early
morning by everyone. Yoga has a number of
advantages, including :

1. Muscle tone and strength have improved.

2. Greater adaptability

3. Respiration, vigour, and vitality are all

improved.
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4. Keeping your metabolism in check

5. Loss ofweight

6. Improved athletic performance due to
improved cardio and vascular health

Theme of International Day of Yoga :
1.2015: Theme:Yoga for Harmony &
Peace: OnlJune 21,2015, at Rajpath in New
Delhi. The event set two Guinness World
Records: the first for the most people (35,985)
who attended a single Yoga session in a single
location, and the second for the most nations
(84) that attended a Yoga sessionin 2015.

2.2016: Theme:Connect the Youth: On
June 21, 2016, the event took place in
Chandigarh. Along with the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, 30,000 people and 150 Divyangjan
took part.

3.2017: Theme:Yoga for Health: With
51,000 people in attendance, the event was held
m Lucknow on June 21, 2017. Prime Minister
NarendraModi spoke about how important it
isinone’s lifestyle.

4.2018: Theme: Yoga for Peace: On June
21,2018, 50,000 people gathered in Dehradun
to witness the event.

5.2019: Theme:Climate Action: In
Ranchi, Hon’ble Prime Minister NarendraModi
joined other participants in celebrating Yoga
Day.

6.2020: Theme:Yoga for Health - Yoga
at Home: Because of the global COVID-19
outbreak, the event was held remotely.

7.2021: Theme: Yoga for well-being: The
Day will be commemorated at a time when the
COVID-19 epidemic continues to disrupt
people’s lives and livelihoods throughout the
world.

Year Long Yoga Calendar 2022 :

Yoga Events from various yoga institutes are
listed in one location throughout the year. This
yoga-inspired calendar will encourage residents
to include yoga into their daily routines in order
to maintain their bodies healthy and minds at
ease. Offline and online yoga and yoga-related
events are listed in the Events Calendar.

Daily, weekly, monthly, and annual events
are all accessible. You have the option to ex-
plore and adopt the routine as you see fit. Yoga
is a process-based discipline. As a result, the
more consistent you are, the greater the influ-
ence you will have. These events will help you
develop a consistent and long-term yoga prac-
tice.

The following events are listed on the Yoga
Portal’s Event Calendar to assist residents adopt
yoga practices:

¢ World Meditation Day.

¢ World Maternal Mental Health Day.

¢ International Nurses Day.

¢ Yoga tips for Executives.

¢ World Hypertension Day.

Nurturing & inspiring young minds through
Yoga & meditation.

Suggested Activities in India for Idy 2021:

IDY-2021 1s an opportunity for all groups
dedicated to the promotion of yoga to come
out and share the benefits of regular yoga prac-
tice with the general audience. Every individual
stands to profit from regular yoga practice in
terms oflong-term health, pleasure, and well-
being. Yoga teachers can help make IDY a suc-
cessful national health and wellness movement.
Here are some ideas on how you reach out to
individuals and introduce them to the wonder-
ful world of yoga:
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1. Issuing internal instructions inside the or-
ganization/offices explaining why the 7th
International Day of Yoga is being ob-
served (IDY 2021). This might be widely
stated on their websites.

Using your social media channels to
spread the word about IDY’s latest news
and information.

. Displaying the IDY emblem on your
website and posting IDY observance re-
quirements on your website.

Employee/Staff Familiarization with the
Common Yoga Protocol (CYP). Orga-
nizing 15-day online training programmes
on CYP (one hour per day) ina COVID-
19 compliant way and guaranteeing
maximum participation.

Distributing relevant resources to all
workers and partners in order for them
to be disseminated externally to promote
awareness.

Organizing Yoga-related events by Yoga
specialists, such as online lectures, semi-
nars, and so on, beginning at least three
weeks before IDY 2021.

Distributing to their workers yoga ap-
parel, yoga mats, and other yoga-related
items with the IDY 2021 logo, and en-
couraging everyone to practice and em-
brace Yoga.

References :
1. Upanishads
2. Bhagavad-Gita
3. Pantanjali Yoga Sutralu
4. Yojana Books

8. Including Yoga and IDY-related items in
an organization’s or NGO’s official e-
newsletter, bulletin, magazine, or other
publication.

Yoga / CYP workshops with Yoga pro-
fessionals are being planned.

10. Some online challenges on a Yoga topic,
such as quizzes and essays, might be es-
tablished to pique the enthusiasm of vol-
unteers, staff, and the general public,
particularly among the younger genera-

tion.

CONCLUSION:

Yoga has been used as a holistic relaxation
practice which is effective against hypertension,
obesity, anxiety, insomnia and aging. Most posi-
tive evidence to date has emanated from stud-
ies that are considered to have poor to moder-
ate methodological quality. Many of the avail-
able studies in the scientific literature have been
conducted in India and there is a relative short-
age of good quality studies involving Western
populations. Psychosomatic linkages have now
got its due importance by both modern medi-
cine practitioners and therapists of Indian tra-
dition. Yoga practices bring in better balance
between the autonomic function and metabolic
rate at one hand and neurohumaral functions at
the other hand. This reflects that physiological
and psychological conditionings go hand-in —
hand and operate simultaneously.
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5. ArtofLiving Founder Sri Ravi Shankar Speeches
6. The Founder of Isha:JagadguruJaggiVasudev Speeches
7. International Day of Yoga-Wikipedia
8. International Day of Yoga Government of India Programmes
9. International Day of Yoga-United Nation Programmes
10. https://mhrd.ap.gov.in
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Ravana : The Hero of Lanka
- Dr. Nilachal Mishra, Lecturerin Sanskrit, K.C.P.AN jr. College, Bankoi, Khurda, Odisha.

The RamayaGa is one of the finest creations
ofthe sage Valmiki. The writings of this epic
are like the nectar in this Modern World. The
war between Sri Rama and King Ravana is
renowned in this World. Every Indian knows
this beautiful story very well. The life of Ravana
is described as one of the most powerful kings
in this Universe. As per Hindu Mythology
Srilanka is the City where the King like Ravana
had possessed extreme power to rule over the
Gods, humans, Rakshasas, Gandharvas, etc.
Ravana, the King of Lanka kidnapped Sita who
was the wife of Sri Rama, and for which a great
war was organized between Sri Rama and
Ravana. Ravana was a devotee of Lord Shiva.
As per Hindu Mythology, He has taken birth
to the sage Vishrava and Kaikasi as the father
and mother also. Vibhisana, Kumbhakarna,
Kubera were born as his brother, and his sister
was Surpanakha. It is said that Ravana ruled
over Lanka for many years and He is the real
Hero of Lanka and no one is similar to his
power in this World. The present paper de-
scribes some heroic attitudes of Ravana and
his achieved boons, and some other virtues of
King Ravana and etc. very briefly.

Keywords : Ravana, Ramayana, Brahma,
Lanka, boons.

Introduction :

Ravana possessed a dominant personality
in the Epics and Puranas and was a very pow-
erful and strong Villain. He subdued all the Gods
and defeated all the three lokas. The sage
Valmiki has described his cruel character and
brave attitudes in the Ramayana beautifully. He

is a great warrior and an extremely valorous
and very religious person who maintains a cruel
attitude at the same stage. Ravana belongs to
the Rakshasas race and his father is the sage
Pulastya. He is the incarnation of Hiranya-
kasipu, Madhu, Jalandhara, V[ta, and
Devadatta and others.

There are found many descriptions of the
Rakshasas, Bhutas, and Pishachas in Vedic Lit-
erature and many mantras of the Atharva Veda
increase the said views more and more. In
Ramayana, there are many tallies that indicate
the Non-Aryan groups. The Atharva Veda
mentions a Brahmin named Dasasya which
means ten-headed and it refers to Ravana. In
Yudha Kanda of Valmiki Ramayana indicates
Ravana as a Kshatriya. The Uttarkanda of
Valmiki Ramayana describes Ravana as the
descendant of Brahma.

Heti and praheti were two leaders of the
demons. Vidyutkesha was born to Heti and
Vidyutkesha had a son whose name was
Sukesha. And Sukesha had three sons whose
names were Malyavan, Mali, and Sumali.
These three demons were completed the great
tapas and became very powerful and immortal
with the blessings of the creator, Brahma. The
God of architecture Viswakarma was built the
city, of Lanka for these demons at the Moun-
tain, Trikuta. And then the three brothers cre-
ated many disturbances with Gods and the
saints. After that, Lord Vishnu defeated Mali
and killed him. And then, Sumali once saw
Vaisravana, the son of Visrava. At that time
Sumali finalized to send his daughter Kaikasi
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to marry him, and Kaikasi went to the place
where Visrava was performing homa. Vishrava
accepted her as his wife and said you have ar-
rived at a wonderful time. So your sons will be
terrific demons. But by the further requesting
of Kaikasi, He assured her the last son would
be a right-minded one. Hence Kaikasi had
given birth to the three sons like Ravana,
Kumbhakarna, Vibhisana, and one daughter
whose name was Surpanakha. Among them,
Vibhisana was religious-minded.

As per the Mahabharata Ramopakhyana,
Pulastya was the father of Vishravana and took
the shape of Vishrava, and created Ravana and
others from his different wives. According to
the views, Ravana and his brother Kumbha-
karna had taken birth from a wife named
Puspotkata. Vibhisana had taken birth from
Malini, and the wife named Raka produced a
son named Khara, and a daughter, Surpanakha.
According to Ananda Ramayana, Vishrava and
Kaikasi produced three sons and three daugh-
ters like Ravana, Kumbhakarna, Vibhisana,
Kraunchi, Surpanakha, and Kumbhanasi. And
as per the Adbhut Ramayana, Ravana was
known as the son of Vishrava and Kaikasi.

Different incarnations of Ravana as de-
scribed in various texts :

According to the description of the Maha-
bharata, Adi Parva, Hiranyakashipu who was
the son of Diti further had taken birth as
Sisupala. The Shanti Parva of the same text
describes that Hiranyakashipu was killed by
Lord Narasimha, the form of Vishnu. And an-
other text like Harivamsha Purana describes
Hiranyakashipu performing tapas for many
years, and He became successful to achieve
the boon from the creator, Brahma. As a re-

sult, He terrorized the people and then Vishnu
killed him by adopting the form of Narasimha.
And according to the description ofthe Vishnu
Purana, Hiranyakashipu had taken birth further
as Ravana and then Sisupala.

According to the Yudha Kanda of Balaram-
dasa Ramayana, the two gatekeepers of Lord
Vishnu whose name was Chanda and
Prachanda denied Lakshmi entry into the court
of Lord Vishnu. So Lakshmi became very an-
gry and she had given a curse to them for be-
coming the demon. After that case, Vishnu as-
sured them and told them that they would de-
feat the World as demons and due to the illegal
curse of Lakshmi, could kidnap her. And as
per the views of the Shiva Mahapurana, the
two ganas of Shiva had taken birth as Ravana
and Kumbhakarna due to Narada’s curse.

AS per the views of the Vanhi Purana,
Madhu, and Kaitabha the demons were killed
by the Lord Vishnu and they had taken rebirth
as Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksha and further
took rebirth as Ravana and Kumbhakarna.

Boons of Ravana :

According to the Valmiki Ramayana,
Visrava completed much tapas and achieved
the position of the fourth Lokapala, and except
it, He also gained the Puspaka plane. He lived
in the City of Lanka by the order of Visrava.
Ravana went to the place, Gokarna. He also
completed tapas there for ten thousand years.
After performing tapas Ravana offered his head
into the fire. Gradually, Ravana cut off his ten
heads and at that time, Brahma, the creator of
the Universe appeared before him and offered
boons also. Ravana was successful to get the
boon as invincible from Gods, Yakshas, Nagas,
Daityas, Danavas, etc. And as per the views
of Krittivasa Ramayana, the heads of Ravana
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could be remerged when the heads were de-
parted from his body.

According to the Padma Purana and
Skanda Purana, Ravana is described as the
devotee of Lord Shiva who sanctioned boons
to the devotee, Ravana, and his brothers. As
perPaumacarya, Ravana gained fifty-five vidyas
while Vibhisana achieved four vidyas. Accord-
ing to the Ramayana of Valmiki southern ver-
sion, Ravana won a sword named Chandrahasa
from Shiva. He kept that sword with Shivalinga
of gold.

Many victories of Ravana as described in
various texts :

Ravana defeated Kubera. When Kubera
was able to know the misdeeds of his brother,
Ravana, He sent a messenger giving advice to
Ravana. But Ravana did not accept that good
advice and replied I will kill you (messenger)
first and then Kubera. I have tolerated all these
things accepting him as my elder brother. But
Ravana killed the messenger of Kubera and
occupied the province of Kubera. In reply,
Kubera said to his brother Ravana, why do you
desire to fight with me? My brother and I sent
a messenger to you but who has died by your
twenty hands. But you cannot defeat and kill
me with your twenty hands and why keep your
life in danger. Dasanana Ravana attacked
Kubera adopting various skills and wounded
his brother Kubera. Ravana captured all the
soldiers and controlled the city of Lanka and
looted all the precious stores of Kubera. He
had taken the Puspaka Vimana of Kubera, and
all the wealth of him.

Ravana conquered Yama. Once some saint
said to Ravana if you do not defeat Yama, the
death He will spread over the whole Universe.

In reply, Dasanana laughed and said “ O Saint,
I will proceed to win Yama by your advice, and
then conquer the rest of this World because of
fun. Narada thought that there is no person in
this World who can stay beyond the reach of
Yama. But how Ravana thinks to win Yama,
and this is challenging work on his part. Be-
cause Yama is very powerful and the Lord of
all creatures. But on the other hand, Ravana
reached that place of Yama after crossing Sani.
And at last, Ravana was conquered over Yama.
Ravana conquered Indra and captured the en-
tire kingdom of Indra. Brahma granted the
boon to Ravana by which no one was not able
to kill him. So Indra left his seat and the entire
kingdom by the advice of Vishnu. Ravana de-
feated all the Gods in war.

Ravana kept his control over the Chandra-
loka. Once the Moon shines in the sky. The
looking of the Moon over the sky annoyed
Ravana and said clearly that the mountain Meru
was afraid with my weapon, and this Moon
moved over my head. When all the Lokas like
the earth, heaven, and patala frightened me. |
am Ravana, the King of Lanka. I will defeat
him and take hold of everything from the Moon.
After such a type of thinking, Ravana entered
Chandraloka for the sake of winning the Moon.
The distance of the Moon was two lakh Yojanas
from the earth. Ravana reached the Moon af-
ter crossing the ten thousand yojanas of
Brahmaloka. Ravana had seen three hundred
celestial abodes which were built by the divine
architecture Viswakarma. The Moon fell and
the soldiers of Ravana faced severe cold. But
Ravana shot the Agniban and the Moon was
wounded by the pressing of the Agnibana of
Ravana. So He left the battlefield and surren-
dered to Brahma. Ravana left the Chandraloka
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by accepting the advice of Brahma, the creator
ofthe Universe, and Ravana had given pardon
to him(the Moon). Because the Moonlight de-
lights everyone, and the Moon has no harmful
activities to all. So such type of advice impressed
Ravana and He releases the Moon and left that
place.

Virtues of Ravana as described in differ-
ent texts :

Ravana possessed many good qualities.
Ravana was described as one of the Vedic
scholars at that time. As per the handwritten
manuscripts, there are different texts which have
been ascribed to Ravana. These texts are like
Arka Prakashan on ayurvedic, Kumar Tantra,
Prakruta Kamadhenu, Indrajala, Prakrta
lankeshwara, Rig Veda Bhashya, Ravana-
bhenta which text is based on Yajurveda.
Ravana Samhita is the best writing of Ravana
which is also based on astrology and is re-
nowned among the people.

Ravana was described as a very well-known
priest at that time. When Rama started to build
the bridge(setu), at that time Ravana was in-
vited there as a priest to perform the puja. Rama
praised him as the MahabrahmaGa.

Ravana has been described as a great devo-
tee of Lord Shiva from the very beginning. The
various texts of the Ramayana have been de-
scribed as Ravana achieving many boons from
Shiva despite the creator, Brahma. In the
paumacarya, it has been narrated that Ravana
gained a sword, Chandrahasa from Lord Shiva
and created a Vina by using his own head and
also using his arms like threads. He revered
Shiva. Ravana performed great tapas and was
successful to achieve Shivalinga along with
Parvati after pleasing Lord Shiva.

Ravana possessed a good quality to be a
great devotee of Mother Ambika, and that
would be proved at the timing of the Rama and
Ravana war. And at that time when Ravana
fainted on the battlefield, He prayed heartedly
to Mother Ambika for her kind help and pro-
tection. Mother also became very pleased and
take him in her lap as the form of Goddess Kali.

Ravana has vast knowledge in the field of
politics, even Rama advises Lakshmana to learn
political knowledge from Dasanana Ravana. It
is well described in the Krittibas Ramayana.
Lakshmana went to learn politics from Ravana
at the time of his death. Ravana said to
Lakshmana, O Lord, forgive me because I have
committed more sins and now my life comes to
an end. In reply, Lakshmana said you have no
fault, that is the writings of destiny, and you are
the Lord ofthis city, Lanka. You are also very
ntelligent. This is one of the virtues of Ravana
which has been described in several Ramayana
and texts.

Conclusion :

From the above discussions, It is concluded
that Ravana was the great Hero of Lanka who
has a brave personality and several heroic ac-
tivities which are described in many episodes
of'the Ramayana. He was a very good admin-
istrator and a strong King of Lanka. He is a
man of wisdom and a-knower of the Scrip-
tures. Despite his cruel activities. He was a priest
and a good politician. Without Ravana, the
Ramayana of Valmiki could not progress more
and more. Where a villain exists the power of
the Hero may be progressed more. Hence it is
said that the Ramayana has now become very
popular because of the heroic acts ofthe char-
acters like Rama and Ravana.
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Tagore's Views on Education
‘Where the mind is without fear, the head is held high’ - Rabindranath Tagore

- Dr. S. Hemalatha, Asst. Professor, Dept. of Publications, Dravidian University, Kuppam.

Tagore was born in a prominent family at
‘Jorasako’ house on 7" May1861 in Calcutta.
The profound social and cultural involvement
of his family later played a strong role in the
formation of Rabindranath’s educational priori-
ties. His grandfather Dwarakanath was involved
in supporting medical facilities, educational in-
stitutions who also fought for social reform and
the establishment of a free press. His father was
also a leader in social and religious reform.

Within the joint family, Rabindranath’s 13
brothers and sisters were mathematicians, jour-
nalists, novelists, musicians, artists. His cous-
ins, who shared the family mansion were ac-
tors in theatre and leaders inthe new art move-
ment. The tremendous excitement and cultural
richness ofhis extended family permitted young
Rabindranath to absorb and learn subcon-
sciously at his own pace giving him a dynamic
open model of education. Which he later tried
to recreate in his school at Shantiniketan. He
found the formal school boring, after brief ex-
posure to several schools, he refused to attend
school. The only degrees he ever received were
honorary ones bestowed later in his life.

Rabindranath Tagore got Nobel Prize for
literature in 1913 for ‘Gitanjali’. His writings
include more than one thousand poems and
over two hundred songs in addition to a large
number of short stories, novels, dramatic
works, and essays on the most diverse topics.
He took to painting when he was almost sev-
enty and produced more than three thousand

pictures. He also wrote many patriotic songs
‘Jana Gana Mana’ our National Anthemis writ-
ten by him at Madanapalle during his visit to
Andhra Pradesh. Tagore’s achievements in all
these fields are so great they mark him out as
one of the greatest sons of India. Rabindranath
Tagorewas awarded a knighthood by the Brit-
ish King George but he renounced his knight-
hood as a protest over the massacre at
Amritsar. Rabindranath practically shows in
Shantiniketan, how education uploads the im-
mense possibilities inherent in man.

Tagore’s experiences at Jorasako provided
him with a lifelong conviction concerning the
importance of freedomin education. Tagore had
championed the cause of freedom. The same
he wanted to implement in the field of educa-
tion. With that subject, he had opened
Shantiniketan, Sriniketan, and Brahmachari
Ashram. Accordingly, he gave free choice to
students to develop their interest in any field
they like. For the first time in the area of edu-
cation, Tagore established in new milestone.
With boldness and firmness, he rejected a
book-centered education for students. In his
opinion, students should be freed from the
book-centered education and should be given
a broader avenue for learning.

Education does not have a definition of uni-
versal acceptance. There were numerous defi-
nitions of education. The word ‘Education’
originates from the Latin root ‘Educare’. It
means ‘to lead out or bring forth’. The general
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meaning ofthe word ‘education’ is the process
ofteaching, training, and learning, especially in
schools or colleges to improve knowledge and
develop skills.

Education is drawing out of the best in a
child’s body, mind, and spirit. Education is the
manifestation ofthe perfection that is already in
him/her. In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna
has set knowledge as one ofthe qualifications
ofa ‘Sthitaprajna’, a person of equanimity, and
mental balance. One ofthe popular beliefs in
education is that knowledge leads to wisdom.

According to Tagore, teaching should be
practical and real but not artificial and theoreti-
cal. As a nationalist, Tagore emphasized the
practicality of education. Tagore was aware of
the rural poverty of our country. So, he wanted
to eradicate it through education. The practical
training imparted in different crafts will make
the students skilled artisans in their field. They
canremove the poverty of rural people by ap-
plying their education in the process of rural
reconstruction.

The present system of education does not
allow us to cultivate the power of imagination.
Our education system is joyless, children are
burdened with tons of books. We rob the child
of his world to teach him geography and
chronicle of facts and dates. Rabindranath
Tagore was against rote learning. The children
attending school with loads of books reminded
him of people working in factories. He was the
first person to argue that the educational sys-
tem should be developed in touch with the en-
vironment that aimed at the overall develop-
ment of the personality of learners. According
to Rabindranath Tagore, the highest education
is that which does not merely give us informa-

tion but makes our lives in harmony with all
existence.

Rabindranath criticizes the prevalent system
of education which puts too much stress on
memory and too little on imagination and think-
ing. Interms of curriculum, he advocated a dif-
ferent emphasis on teaching. Rather than study-
ing the national cultures for the wars won and
cultural dominance imposed. He advocated a
teaching system that analyzed history and cul-
ture devising the economic policies which em-
phasized social justice and narrowed the gap
between the rich and poor.As an alternative to
the existing form of education, he started a small
school at Santiniketan in 1901 that developed
into a university and rural reconstruction cen-
ter, where he tried to develop an alternative
model ofeducation that stemmed from his own
learning experience.

Education experiments :

Rabindranath did not write a central educa-
tional treatise and his ideas must be gleaned
through his various writings and educational
experiments at Santiniketan. In general, he en-
visioned an education that was deeply rooted
in one’s immediate surroundings. He felt that a
curriculum should be revolved organically
around nature with classes held in the open air
under the tree to provide a spontaneous ap-
preciation of the fluidity of the plants, animal
kingdoms, and seasonal changes. Nature walks
andexcursions were a part of the curriculum and
students were encouraged to follow the life cycle
of insects, birds, and plants. Class schedules
were made flexible to allow for the shift in the
weather or special attention to seasonal festi-
vals.
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Physical Development :

Tagore laid equal emphasis on the develop-
ment of the body along with that of children to
take care of their body and it should be treated
as very important. According to Rabindranath,
one ofthe aims of education is physical devel-
opment. Specifying about the physical activi-
ties he says “even if they learnednothing, they
would have had ample time for play, climbing
trees, diving into ponds, plucking andtearing
flowers, thousand and one mischiefs on mother
nature, they would have obtained the nourish-
ment of the body, happiness of mind and the
satisfaction of the natural impulses of the child-
hood”. Thus, physical fitness is the first cardi-
nal principle in the child’s development. This is
realized through his intimate contact with na-
ture.

Aesthetic Development :

Tagore’s philosophy on education, the aes-
thetic development of the senses was given
more importance than the intellect. Music, lit-
erature, art, dance, and drama were given great
prominence in the daily life ofthe school. With-
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Feminism in the Novels of R.K.Narayan: A Critical Study of the

Novels The Dark Room and The Guide.
- Sahithi Modugula, \.A, Padmavathi Mahila University, Thirupathi.

Rasipuram Krishnaswami Iyer Narayana-
swami is one of the greatest Indian writers in
English. In short, we call him R.K Narayan.
He is the one who made India accessible to the
people in foreign countries. He gave unfamiliar
people a window to peep into Indian culture
through his works. R.K Narayan was born on
10th October 1906, n Madras (Chennai), Tamil
Nadu, and died in 2001. His father’s name was
Krishnaswamy Iyer who was an appointed
headmaster in Maharaja’s High School in
Mysore and his mother’s name was Gnanambal.
He spent his childhood with his grandmother
Parvathi who taught him Mythology, Indian
music, and Sanskrit because his father’s work
required frequent transfers.

R.K. Narayan (1906-2001) is one of the
most outstanding novelists in India. He repre-
sents the period of great upheaval in political
and social life in India. He emerges as the im-
portant novelist who presents the realities of
women. His fiction presents women characters
within the Indian socio-cultural milieu. He also
highlights the experience of women in search
ofidentity. The present analysis is an attempt
to focus on the image of women in Narayan’s
fiction.

R.K. Narayan’s fiction is governed by his
artistic intentions. He is deeply rooted in Hindu
tradition. His fiction portrays the women char-
acters against the backdrop of anurban middle
class. The imaginary town, Malgudi in the south
of India is the location of all his creative writ-

ings. He presents the archetypal conflict be-
tween tradition and modernity. He generates a
unique change in his fiction in presenting the
women in Indian society. Though his women
are rooted in traditional customs and norms,
they are able to move out of their confinement
in search of identity.

R.K. Narayan presents a rich fabric of the
women’s world and fills it with a variety of
colours drawn on his personal experience of
life and society around him. His women are full
of vigour and vitality. They are living beings.
They think and feel. They struggle throughout
their lives however they get defeated. They fight
against the patriarchal forces of society for their
meaningful existence so that they can live a
meaningful and respectful life. In fact, they suf-
fer from their identity crisis. Hence, they fight
for their self-identity.

A Brief History of Feminism :

Feminism is all about Equality of Men and
Women but not ‘sameness’. So many people
argue that women are not the same as men so
there can’t be equality between them. In other
words, because their bodies are different as
women are weaker and smaller, and coming to
men they are stronger and because men and
women have different physical statures. These
physical differences don’t mean that equality is
not possible.

There are millions of people who don’t sup-
port the idea of equality between men and
women. There are thousands of people who
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feel we have already at the stage of equality
between women and men.

Origin of the word ‘Feminism’:

Feminism as a term was first associated with
women’s rights by French philosopher Charles
Fourier in 1837. He used the French word femi-
nism to talk about Empowering women. The
English word “feminism” is a direct anglicization
of feminism, but the original French word can
be broken down etymologically.

According to some other sources, the term
Feminism in France was published in the late
1880s by Hunburtine Aucler in La Citoyenne
magazine as La Feminine, an attempt to criti-
cize male domination and demand women’s
rights in addition to the emancipation promised
by the French Revolution.

Definition of ‘Feminism’:

Many scholars and researchers used the
term ‘feminism’ and they tried to define and
explain it differently. Some of them use it to re-
fer to some historical political movements in the
USA and Europe. Whereas others refer to the
belief that women live an injustice life with no
rights and no equality Zara Huda Faris ex-
plained this idea, as ““... Women need feminism
because there are women who suffer injustice

2

Feminism is the advocacy of women’s rights
based on the equality of the sexes.it is a range
of political movements, ideologies, and social
moments which share a common goal i.e to
define, establish and achieve political, eco-
nomic, personal, and social equality of sexes.
The feminist movement aims to the equality in
education, work political involvements, and the
powers in government and public office. But in

the modern context, feminists believe in
strengthening the personal rights and security
as well as social security of women.

This is because the basic demands of rec-
ognition of women’s rights, role, and contribu-
tion in society were already achieved during the
civil rights and other movements in the second
wave in the early 1960s and 1970s. The femi-
nist movement has campaigned for women’s
rights, including the right to vote, to hold office
to work, to earn fair wages, to have equal rights
within marriage, and to have maternity leave.

Types of Feminism :

There are many kinds of feminism in which
sometimes each one of them gives principles
and conditions for giving women her rights.

1. Liberal Feminism : It is also called
Mainstream Feminism. Liberal feminism
is an approach to achieve equality be-
tween men and women. Liberal feminism
aims for individuals to use their abilities
and the democratic process to help
women and men to become equal in the
eyes of the law and society.

2. Radical Feminism : This theory can be
defined as a conflict theory because it is
based on the assumption that a society
consists of opposed fractions (sexes)
whose relations are based on the domi-
nation of men over women, as well as
the one that society and different rela-
tions within it can be best described by
observing these relations and the attitudes
of sexes toward them.

3. Socialist Feminism : Socialist Feminism
1s also known as Marxist feminism or ma-
terialist feminism. It’s an important move-
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ment of feminism. Socialist feminists
view gender inequalities as intrinsic to the
capitalist system, which makes vast prof-
its off women’s unpaid labor in the home
and underpaid labor in the workforce.

Feminist theory :

The arrival of this theory is because of the
concept of equality between men and women.
This theory is extended in the meaning of theo-
retical, philosophical, or fictional discourse
based on the concept of feminism.

Theories by feminists were introduced and
developed gradually in the span of three centu-
ries. It is called three waves of feminism by many
theorists.

First wave :

It was first started in the late 1700s and
lasted till the early of the 1900s. In that period,
Women’s institutions and organizations all over
the world started to speak about women’s
rights to vote and express their thoughts, etc.
The first wave of feminism was able to influ-
ence and inspire other feminist movements all
over the world and allowed women to vote.

The efforts of women in the 19th century
that led to the passage of women’s right to vote
in 1920 are often referred to as the First Wave
of feminism. First Wavers were primarily con-
cerned with women’s equalities, specifically the
right to vote, which is why it is similar to a po-
litical theory. In this first wave of feminism,
women also got the right to property in 1937.
Women activists in that period were trying by
all the means to make people feel and touch
the suffering of women so, they were produc-
ing each time a new concept like “equal-op-
portunities feminism” or “equity feminism”, and

is characterized by the lack of distinction and
differentiation between sex and gender. In ad-
dition to that, biological differences were the
main important and basic ideas related to so-
cial gender roles whereas some anti-feminism
did not accept those ideas as valid reasons for
discrimination

Second Wave :

The term second-wave feminism referred
mostly to radical feminism and mainly to the
Women’s liberation movement of the late 1960s
and early 1970. The second-wave slogan, “The
Personal is Political,” identified women’s cul-
tural and political inequalities. The slogan is to
convey the idea that problems that many women
took to be personal, their lack of self-confi-
dence, failure to advance in their careers, their
unhappiness over their bodies — were part ofa
larger political system that oppressed women
as a class. The second wave of feminism gave
many benefits like

e Equal pay for equal work.
e The rights of women in the workplace.
e Fair opportunities for married women.

Third Wave :

This wave of feminism referred to a group
of feminist activities. They appeared in the early
1990s and continue to the present. Rebecca
Walker is the symbol of this wave. She used
the term third-wave feminism for the first time
in 1992.

The third-wave feminists generally consider
themselves as the most powerful, the effective,
and the stronger group among all the other pre-
vious activities of feminism. Schneiders de-
scribes the third wave feminism as a movement
ofliberation: “This movement is concerned not
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simply with the social, political, and economic
equality of women with men but with a funda-
mental reimagination of the whole of humanity
concerning the whole of reality, including non-
human creation”

The feminist considered the role ofequal civil
rights and other movements during the second
wave but they see feminism from a different
perspective way. They emphasize individual
rights as well as the acceptance of diversity.
Many authors have covered this wave in their
works during this time contribution towards
making it more prevailing. This third wave of
feminism was greatly focused on reproductive
rights for women.

Examples of Feminism :
¢ Black Feminism.
e Muslim Feminism.

Black Feminism : Black feminism centers
on the experiences of Black women, under-
standing their position about racism, sexism, and
classism, as well as other social and political
identities. In a way or another, women in every
place suffered, killed, and raped but no one
suffered violently and painfully like black
women. Both men and white women classified
Black women as the lower class of women.

Muslim Feminism : Human beings are
equal whether they are black or white, man or
woman. This idea of equality between sexes
emerged in Muslim societies by the coming of
Islam centuries before, but a Muslim extremist
was always trying to remove the right given by
God to women and makes her a servant or less.
By the end ofthe 19th century and the begin-
ning of the 20th-century people started to think
differently by forming new ideologies, organi-

zations, and departments of women, most of
the time called “Islamic feminism” or “Arab
Feminism”. Scholars and researchers were al-
ways studying and discussing issues and sto-
ries of women in the Quran, which contains
principles of gender equality and wider issues
of'social justice, thus laying grounds for chal-
lenging patriarchal traditions done by those re-
searchers.

RK Narayan’s views on women in his novel
The Dark Room :

R.K. Narayan found freedom in his creative
writing. Narayan is essentially a comic ironist
who has taken a keen interest in Indian life in
and around Malgudi. Although Narayan is a
master of comedy, he is not unaware of'the trag-
edy of the human situation. He is neither an in-
tolerant critic of Indian ways nor their fanatic
defender. He is on the whole content to snap
Malgudi life’s little irony.

R.K.Narayan’s personification of women
covers a wide range in the Indian cultural soci-
ety. He knows the mind of India far better which
is natural. Rewrite this sentence. He also has
wilder humor. Most of the female characters in
Narayan’s works adhere to the traditionally
accepted roles and values. There are a few who
are also shown to be attracted to a more mod-
ern westernized ethos, grasping after opportu-
nities to break the traditional barriers and reach
for the new possibilities which are primarily
opened through India’s encounter with west-
ern countries. Some of the tensions which are
undergone by women are mirrored in
Narayan’s earliest novel. The hero ofthis novel
is Ramani; who 1s a successful branch manager
of'an insurance company. He has a middle-aged
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wife named Savitri and three children - Babu,
Kamala, and Sumathi. The early chapters are
devoted to his life and moods. Later a lady
named Shantha Bai is taken as an insurance
organizer for improving business and he soon
falls in love with her. Rumors get widespread.
Savitri’s life becomes highly miserable and she
attempts suicide. But she is saved by a black-
smith and returns home and takes up her nor-
mal duties as a housewife. Ramani does not
change his ways and Savitri pulls on with this
sort of loveless life, looking after his children.

The writers of Narayan’s period paid less
attention to the travails of women. The women
characters in R.K. Narayan’s novels try to as-
sert themselves in their desire for a career. He
has portrayed a submissive woman ‘Savitri’ in
The Dark Room. 1t is an intervening but inter-
esting novel depicting domestic disharmony and
making a quest for the identity of'its heroine,
Savitri.

RK Narayan tried to reveal the state of
women in the family and society. Being a writer
and a close observer of the happenings of so-
ciety, Narayan could present the truth without
any sexual discrimination. Narayan’s reaction
to the age-old social injustice is portrayed in
this novel. It is a tragic tale of the toils and trials
of a traditional Indian wife, Savitri who is very
submissive to her tyrant husband Raman. 7he
Dark Room is a storeroom without any light
where Savitri even when her husband ill-treats
her. Savitri, a poorly educated woman, wants
to attain self-actualization. Thus, she leaves her
husband’s home after 15 years of married life
but fails and returns to her husband.

She learns to be passive and remains peace-
ful in her husband’s home. In Savitri, mother-

hood became a dominant force to make her
continue her submissive life. Savitri’s activities
center around her husband, her children, and
her home. Her presence is felt as her husband
goes to the office and her children go to school
and she waits for them to come back for their
meal. This woman in her maternal role is fuss-
ing over a child. On her husband’s entry, she
retires into the kitchen, meekly obeying his
decree. Throughout the novel, there are sug-
gestions that the ideals of'a devoted, faithful,
gentle, and submissive wife are a cultural ideal.
She is always true to her duty as a wife even if
the husband himselfis worthless or unfaithful
or ill-treats her.

R.K. Narayan presents the two contrasting
women Savitri and Shanta Bai react in differ-
ent ways to the same situation. Savitri is simple,
modest, gentle, loving, and obedient. She is tra-
ditional and religious in her own way whereas
Shanta Baiis flirting, more modern and uncon-
ventional in her views and behavior. She doesn’t
care for traditional norms. The role of individu-
ality in women is seen in both Savitri and Shanta
Bai, but Savitri is unable to live in isolation and
is prepared to return to her disloyal husband
whereas Shanta Bai is capable of managing
without anybody’s support. Though Savitri’s
hopes and frustrations are truthful portrayals of
a typical Indian Woman, her utterances echo
the revolutionary voice of the rising woman-
hood.

An overview of the novel The Guide

The Guide 1s Narayan’s most famous novel
in which he portrays the character of a woman
who defied almost all traditional codes for
women and comes out the full way to establish
her as a human being. R.K.Narayan’s The Guide
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is about the well-educated, economically inde-
pendent women’s search for their identity which
leads to uncovering the dormant strength in
human beings. The novelist made an attempt to
probe into the problems of marriage and the
protagonists’ attempt to escape from it.

Rosie is a major woman character in this
novel. Her name is a westernized non-tradi-
tional name reflecting social hybrid, and the
exotic nature of her proclaims her as an out-
sider to the conventional world of Malgudi. She
belongs to a socially despised caste of temple
dancers. Though she comes from a family of
devadasis, she obtains an M. A in economics.
Her caste and class are outside the pale of or-
ganized patriarchal Hindu society. Her mother
is a dancer and she wants her daughter to lead
a life of'social respectability. She could not give
her father’s name and thereby could not locate
her social identity.

In The Guide, the relationship between
Marco and Rosie is characterized by their in-
difference to each other. There is a complete
contrast of interests and likings between Rosie
and Marco. Marco is a scholarly and intellec-
tual husband whereas Rosie is an emotional
wife Marco is totally impractical and has no
time to think ofhis wife’s burning emotions and
passions. He neglects her totally. There is no
love, proper understanding, and devotion to
each other. Rosie, neglected by Marco, comes
closer to Raju who is a guide. They become
lovers. Marco abandons Rosie. Raju gives shel-
ter to her. She becomes a famous dancer with
the support of Raju. Raju betrays Rosie’s trust
by forging her signature for the jewellery that is
sent by Marco. Though she becomes a famous
dancer she does not forget her husband. She is

aremarkable blending of tradition and moder-
nity.

Rosie marries Marco, an eccentric anthro-
pologist, through the matrimonial advertisement.
She marries Marco for the sake of social pres-
tige that she can enjoy because of her husband’s
honorable position irrespective of the tastes and
likings ofthe couple. Rosie and her husband,
Marco come to Malgudi from Madras to see a
King Cobra and to study the cave paintings.
Marco is more interested in the sculptured fig-
ures in the caves than in his wife who is a living
embodiment of these images. What Marco re-
ally wants is a wife like a servant. Marco ne-
glects Rosie totally. He ignores the fact that
there is another human being with him. She is
given beastly treatment by her husband.

Raju is a guide who helps Marco in his re-
search on ancient art and painting in caves and
temples. Marco plans to write a book on this
subject. He totally disregards his wife’s desires.
There is a complete contrast between Marco
and Rosie. Their interests and likings vary from
each other. She loves to dance. Her veins tingle
at the very mention of'it. But Marco is not in-
terested in dance, he calls it “street acrobat-
ics”. When Rosie asks Raju to show her a king
cobra as she likes to enjoy its dance to the tune
ofa flute.

Rosie feels bored in Marco’s company, as
he is always busy with his research. She hates
his horrible interests in cold lifeless stones.
There is a complete disagreement between the
couple. Rosie is unhappy and unfulfilled. Rosie
and Marco often quarrel with each other. When
Marco visits the Peak House in Mempi Hills to
study the ancient painting in isolated caves,
Rosie stays in Anand Bhavan Hotel in the town.
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Marco is totally absorbed in his research work.
During Marco’s absence, Raju develops inti-
macy with Rosie. She sulks and describes about
their sweet-sour relationship with Raju. Rosie’s
dissatisfaction in her married life comes into the
hands of shrewd and cunning Raju. She is
caught in Raju’s lustful trap and turns disloyal
to her husband. This results in a disastrous split
in their relationship.

Rosie, neglected by Marco, comes close to
Raju, and they become lovers. When Marco
becomes aware of their love affair, he appears
to be quite disturbed and is ready to disown
Rosie. She feels guilty for her mistake and as-
sures him of giving up her interest in dance for-
ever and guarantees her complete loyalty to him
in the future. She follows him up and down the
Peak House to the caves continuously for thirty
days. But he doesn’t forgive her. Finally, their
relationship splits at Malgudi station when
Marco leaves her there telling her that he has
only one ticket for himself.

Marco abandons Rosie and returns to
Madras. Under these circumstances, she turns
up at Raju’s house to live with him. She had no
choice but to go to her lover’s place. But Raju’s
mother who is an orthodox woman refuses to
accept Rosie since she belongs to a low caste.
When Raju’s mother asks Rosie about her fa-
ther, she is unable to give her father’s name
because she hails from a family of Devadasis.
Rosie tells Raju about her family background.

Raju’s mother wants her son not to have
any relation with the dancing women because
they are all a bad sort. Rosie faces a bitter ex-
perience in the house of Raju. She lowers her
head in shame and disgust when Raju’s uncle
speaks of her caste and class insultingly. Raju’s

mother is at first sympathetic to the deserted
Rosie, but as the scandal spreads about Raju
and Rosie, she asks him to send her away. She
calls Rosie a “viper”. Contrary to this, Raju lets
his mother retreat to her old village, to his uncle.
Rosie isnow free from all social restrictions and
launches herselfupon her career as a classical
dancer. When Rosie discloses to Raju her am-
bition to become a famous dancer of
Bharatanatyam, he encourages her and helps
her in realizing her dream. Rosie, supported by
Raju, becomes a professional dancer and thus
fulfills her ambition. Raju wants to change the
name of Rosie and call her ‘Nalini’, to be more
poetic and significant.

Rosie enters a new phase of life with her
new name ‘Nalini’. She became a famous pro-
fessional dancer. Her devotion to the traditional
Indian classical dance shows her regard and
attachment for the traditional culture ofthe In-
dian society. She became famous for her ‘snake
dance’. Throughout the novel, the image ofa
snake dominates the narrative. In the beginning,
Rosie comes to Malgudi to see a King Cobra.
Raju’s mother describes Rosie as a ‘snake
woman’. She says, “On the very day I heard
him mention the “serpent girl”” my heart sank.”
(The Guide pg- 170).

The symbol of the snake is further extended
in the novel as Narayan creates his most com-
plex woman character Rosie / Nalini. Rosie
as a true artist wants to enjoy every moment of
her life. She likes gatherings. Rosie loses inter-
est indance when it is commercialized and ex-
ploited by Raju for material prosperity. Though
she becomes a famous dancer, she does not
forget her husband. One day Marco’s photo-
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graph appears in The Illustrated Weekly of
Bombay. She reads about Marco’s achieve-
ment and expresses her desire to have a copy
of Marco’s book; The Cultural History of South
India. Rosie could not get away from her guilt
even after Marco’s exit from her life. She is
conscious of her enormous sin and infidelity.

Marco sends Rosie a copy ofhis new book
on the caves he has discovered with the help of
Raju. Raju’s jealousy surfaces and he hides the
book. Raju also betrays Rosie’s trust by forg-
ing her signature for the jewellery that is sent
by Marco. Police arrests Raju on the charge of
forgery. Rosie sold her diamonds and gathered
all the cash to fight the criminal case against
him in the court of law. She executes for hima

Reference

bond often thousand rupees. She manages her
performances independently in order to earn
money to pay for the lawyer’s fee. Despite her
efforts to save him he is convicted and sen-
tenced to prison for two years. Though Rosie
is an independent and wealthy woman who has
carved out a successful career for herself, she
remains a believer of Karma.

Though Rosie establishes her own individu-
ality, her inner being has Indian sentiment that
finally drives her to her husband Marco. When
Raju is convicted to a jail term, she leaves
Malgudi and settles down in Madras indepen-
dently. Rosie’s position among Narayan’s
women is unique. Rosie is a remarkable blend
of'tradition and modernity.
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Horrors of History-Violence-Victimisation of Women in
Anita Rau Badami's Can You Hear the Nightbird Call?

- D. Kavitha
Research scholar, Department of English, Sri Padmavathi
Mahila Viswa Vidyalayam, Tirupathi.

- Prof. M. Neeraja
Department of English, SPVV,
Tirupathi.

Anita Rau Badami, the prominent Indian
diasporic writer in Canadainterweaves the sto-
ries of three women with horrific events that
occurred in the history of India that have re-
verberations across the globe.She encapsulates
the historical incidents ranging from pre-inde-
pendence to post-independence and presents
history with a human face.She voices the agony
of women that became the silent victims ofthose
events.

The novel Can You Hear the Nightbird
Call? spans over 60 years. It dramatizes some
horrors in Indian history such as communal vio-
lence during the partition of the country,thestate
of'emergency, the rise of Sikh separatism, mur-
der of prime minister Indira Gandhi followed
by anti-Sikh riots 0 1984 in Delhi, and finally
the Air India 182 plane crash.

Women are typically the worst victims of
horrific acts of violence during times of conflict
and trauma. These acts are often used to dem-
onstrate as a symbol of victory and terrorize
the population. This paper examines the fictional
representation of Indian women in and abroad
in moments of communal violence and their
victimization. The three major women charac-
ters in the novel, Sharan alias Bibiji, Nimmo,
and Leela, become victims ofthese acts of ter-
ror and violence.

As the Indian government has declared 14th
August as ‘Partition Horrors Remembrance

Day’, it is relevant to delve deep into those trau-
matic events through the fictional tale penned
by Anita Rau Badami in her novel Can You
Hear the Nightbird Call?

Key Words : History, Violence, victimiza-
tion, communal riots, trauma

Introduction :

The origin of the Sikh problem dates back
to 1947 when their homeland Punjab is split
down the middle and the two parts are shared
between India and Pakistan.As a large part of
the Sikh pilgrim sites went to Pakistan’s share,
Sikh discontentment rose claiming that when
Hindus got their Hindustan and Muslims their
Pakistan,Sikhs were like orphans and left with
nothing. And that Sikhs are considered as a
minority in this country.

The post-partition violence that occurred
between India and Pakistan is compared by
historians with the Nazi Holocaust of
Europe.According to Gyanendra Pandey, the
partition was neitherindustrialized slaughter nor
directed but hand-to-hand,face-to-face
destruction,frequently involving neighbour
against neighbour.

Sadly, around a million people have lost their
lives nearly 75000 women were victims of
violence.It is saidthat the violencethat has
erupted between Hindus-Sikhs and Muslims
was merely considered a war on each other’s
women. The partition of India is termed as one
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ofthe darkest periods in the history of modern
India.It led to the death of millions of
people.They lost not only their lives but also
their homes and culture.It caused fissures be-
tween the two major religions of the
country.Badami attempts to revisit the deadli-
est brutalities suffered by women in the state
violence during India’s partition through the
characters Nimmo and Bibi-Ji in her novel. The
partition ofIndia traumatizes both their lives.
Bibi-Ji’s trauma is combined with guilt and de-
spair for being helpless to save her sister’s fam-
ily from the riots as she resides very far from
her in a foreign land. Whereas Nimmo is di-
rectly a victim of violence.She was a girl of five
yearsand hermemorynot even wasfully
formedwhen her father and her two brothers
were killed in the communal violence and her
mother too became a victim in the Hindu-Mus-
limriots.

The violence that occurred during the parti-
tion revealed that insanity and madness are
placed side by side. Loss, insecurity, despair,
pain, anger and vengeance,bitterness, and be-
trayal are articulated in the acts of violence.
Women are subjected to several incidents of
abduction and rape. Men of one community
abducted and raped several times of another
community. This was done to themto ‘dishonour’
the other religion and prove victory over the
otherUrvasiButalia in her article community,
State and Gender: Some Reflections on the
partition of India mentions that violence is al-
ways instigated by men but its deep impact fell
on women. It is they who suffer most by being
abducted, raped, and humiliated and are wid-
owed. Urvasi comments that women continue
to be primary victims in every communal vio-

lence, despite women always remaining non-
violent.

Nimmo was hidden by her mother in a Bin
of graintoprotect her from the intruders in her
house.Her mother couldn’t escape from those
men who ultimatelyrape her and cause her death
by hanging, leaving Nimmo all alone in the world
as an orphan.

In their remarkable work Borders and
Boundaries: Women in India’s Partition by
Ritu Menon and Kamala Bhasin give an ac-
count ofhow women are twice victimized first,
by the men of another community and then by
their men who force women to die. Some
women were poisoned, burnt or strangled,
sword and sometimes drowned by their family
men to escape from the men of other commu-
nities. There was no choice left to them except
to invite their death and some women also pre-
ferred to commit suicide to preserve their chas-
tity.

Safeguarding women’s honour was consid-
ered essential to uphold male and community
honour. Women were abducted, forcibly were
married, and subjected to the mass conversion
ofreligion. Some women were chopped their
breasts, branded with symbols of other religions.
The pregnants were ripped off their womb. And
in some places, women were raped publicly
and forced women to march with clothes upon
their bodies. Ritu rightly points out that the Par-
tition is a metaphor for the irreparable
loss. Women were cruelly utilized as silent and
dehumanized pawns during partition, as
Arunima Dey correctly points out, amid the
patriarchal power battle between two religious
parties.
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The novel chroniclesnot only the violence
and trauma the women faced but also the men
in their lives.Bibi-Ji visits the Golden Temple of
Amritsar in the background of Operation
Bluestar along with her husband Pa-Ji. The mili-
tary operationtook the lives of innocentpilgrims
including Pa-Ji in the premises of the
Temple. The death of her husband turns Bibi-Ji
vengeful for his death she begins tosupport Sikh
militancy and separatist movement.The
massacrehas angered the Sikhs and intensified
their dislike for the government and its prime
minister.

Communal riots of 1984 are regarded as
the first major riots between religions in post-
Independent India. The events took place as a
reaction to the murderof prime
ministerMrs.Indira Gandhi by her Sikh
bodyguards.Though the span of riots was
brief,confined to three days, the devastation it
caused in the lives of Sikhs is intolerable. This
cruel ethnic violence resulted in attacking the
Sikh Gurudwaras and educational institutions
looting their property and setting fire to burn
the Sikhs alive. The women were caught hold
and were raped by the communal gangs.The
culprits encroached into their social space,spoilt
the women’s lives by making them widows of
deceased men and dependent mothers to
children.The crimes were committed with the
objective of ‘teaching the Sikhs a lesson’.

Badami chronicles another dark chapter in
Indian history, the anti-Sikh riots of 1984 in
Delhi. This brutal violent violent massacre fol-
lowed the assassination of prime minister Indira
Gandhi.The event took the lives ofnearly 8000
Sikhs in Delhi in just four days.In thisviolent
genocide,some were butchered, some widowed

and raped, some were burnt alive and made
homeless.

Some of them witnessed their family mem-
bers being burnt alive or beheading their family
members in front of their eyes. These women
had to live with the haunted memories of the
slaughter,bloodshed,loss, and despair of
losingeverything. Some women became wid-
ows, rape victims.And they find it hard to for-
get the trauma and perhaps a lifetime might be
too short for this to happen.

Nimmo was one of the most vulnerable vic-
tims of the anti-Sikh riots. Some Hindu guys
came to her house and threatened her if she
didn’t tell them where the men of her family
were. Her neighbours were among the
men.History repeats itselfwhen Nimmo hides
her daughter Kamal in a steel cupboard to pro-
tect her from the invaders. Unfortunately, she
loses her daughter permanently when the mob
sets fire to the steel closet, and the key to ac-
cess it is lost. Nimmo’’s husband Satpal and son
Pappu are killed in the rioting and are burned
alive before they can get home. As a result of
losing her family for the second time in her
life, Nimmo’s mental agony knows no bounds
where she lives withdrawing from public life and
also making futile attempts of suicide.

Badami shows how Leela,another major
woman character in the novel, is victimized by
Sikh extremism in Canada. She was termed
“halfand half” and “halfbreed lower than un-
touchable” by family members, especially her
grandmother, because she was born to a Hndu
father and a German mother. She struggled with
a sense of in-betweenness throughout her life.
When she immigrates to Canada, she becomes
a victim of communal violence. Sikh extremists
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attacked her flight, Air India 182, while she was
heading to India, killing 329 passengers, includ-
ing Leela.

Conclusion :

Thus, the novelemotively depicts how
women are ripped apart by their losses, and
how communal violence robs these women of
the stability they once found in their religious

References :

identities. The three women’s fictional repre-
sentations demonstrate how dynamics of class,
caste, religion, and place can operate in the
context of communal violence and the trauma
that results from that violence.It can be con-
cluded that the novel stresses the need for reli-
gious tolerance,mutual trust, and the peaceful
coexistence of all religions.
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Foundational principles for the Kcantiparamita or Tolerance

- Dr. Mai Ram, Assistant Professor & Head i/c, Department of Sanskrit, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai.

It is preached by most of the religions and
philosophers that people should not be angry
or intolerant when they meet undesired circum-
stances. But, how to remain tolerant while fac-
ing tough situation is a very hard question to
deal with. This research paper is going to search
some ofthe important principles which are pre-
sented by great Buddhist master and professor
at the ancient Nalanda University in the sev-
enth century CE, Acharya Shantideva. First of
all his principles shall be described, and then,
their competence shall be discussed.

Keywords : Tolerance, Kcanti, Paramita,
Removing Anger-seeds, Anger.

Different principles of Acharya Shantideva

1. Recollection of the Results of Anger:
While starting discussion on the Kcantiparamita
or Tolerance, Acharya Shantideva describes
the harmful results of anger. He describes two
types of very harmful results of anger, i.e. per-
sonal and social. He states that “one’s mind
can’t be calm and can’t experience the joy of
bodily calm arising from spiritual practice, nor
can one maintain one’s understanding ofa sub-
ject, when one’s heart is pierced with the thorn
ofhate.” (Tripathi 1989:154) Then, describing
the social results of anger, he states that “the
servants who depend on the master and he pays
money to them, they also want to kill the mas-
ter who is full of hate. Even friends feel uncom-
fortable with an angry person. Servants are paid
by him, but, he is not served by them. In short,
there is no place where an angry person can
live happily.” (ibid.154-155)

2. Possibility of Solution: He states that
“there is no need to be angry, if there is the
possibility of solution to the problem which pro-
vides the ground for the emergence of anger.”
(ibid. 155)

3. Impossibility of Solution: Further, he
states that “there is no need to be angry, if there
1s no possibility of solution to the problem which
provides the ground for the emergence of an-
ger.” (ibid. 155)

4. False Fear from Suffering: Generally,
anger is based on the possibility of future suf-
fering as a result of some happening ofpast or
present. Removing this fear, the master states
that “generally, pleasure comes after struggle
and suffering comes without the efforts, (con-
sidering suffering as a fact), o mind, be stub-
born and final salvation is also possible after
realizing and accepting suffering as a fact oflife.”
(ibid. 158)

5. Nothing hard for Practice: If one feels
it very hard to accept suffering as a fact of life
and bear it, the master outlines the remarkable
guideline. He states that “there is nothing which
can’t be accomplished by practice. So, due to
the practice of bearing small pains, one devel-
ops the capacity to bear greater pains.” (ibid.
158-159)

6. Dangerousness of Delicacy: Inform-
ing the real cause of weakness, he states that
“while facing cold, heat, rain, gale, (secluded)
path, disease, bondage and beating, one must
not show delicacy, otherwise pain shall increase.”
(ibid. 159-160) Here, the master wants to say
that delicacy is the cause of weakness and fear.
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7. Kindness for people under the Sway
of Harmful Emotions: Generally people think
that others are creating problems for these,
become angry on them and develop strong feel-
ing ofhate for them. The master says that “when
the individuals are under the sway of harmful
emotions, they harm or kill themselves also.
Then, how can they leave the path of harming
others too?” (ibid. 170-171) Further, he states
that “if you do not even have compassion to-
ward those who, intoxicated by mental afflic-
tions, commit suicide, then why does anger
arise?”” (Wallace 1997:65)

8. Recollecting One’s own previous
wrong deeds : The Acharya reminds the mal-
treatment of one against others. He states that
“in the past, I too have inflicted such pain on
sentient beings; therefore, I, who have caused
harm to sentient beings, deserve that in return.”
(Wallace 1997:65)

Discussion on the capacity of these prin-
ciples :

Now, the capacity of these principles to
develop an anger-free mind is being discussed.

1. When someone is reminded again and
again that anger is a killer and is more harmful
than an enemy who has sharp weapon to kill,
she or he shall develop a mentality that she or
he must not allow anger to arise. If the dangers
and harms caused by anger are reminded con-
tinuously, one must be free from anger. It is not
the philosophy or principle that works, rather,
it is the person who can use that.

2. Anger comes into being due to some
problem. All problems can be categorized in
two groups, 1.€., solvable problems and unsolv-
able problems. Ifone’s problem is solvable, one

must search for the solution, instead of being
angry, because, even after being angry and be-
coming calm, she or he has to search for the
solution only. Then, what is the use of being
angry and torturing oneself? If this principle is
reminded one again and again, one shall defi-
nitely develop an anger-free mind.

3. If one is facing a problem of second cat-
egory, 1.e. unsolvable one, again, there is no
use on being angry. If a problem can’t be
solved, one type of damage is inevitable. But,
one can save oneself from another damage
which is going to take place due to anger, i.e.
damage of mental health and stability. If this
damage take place, it shall take so much which
could be greatly helpful for one or one’s family.
Supposing one is going to face great loss in
business. Ifone is worried and developed an-
ger or ill-will for many others, it shall damage
one’s mental health. This shall lead to great so-
cial and family damage. So, it is better to rec-
ollect this fact that accepting inevitable s better
than harming oneself. This principle is really
capable of developing an anger-free mind.

4. Suffering is, generally, considered to be
harmful only. But, it is a fact that facing differ-
ent types of suffering makes one stronger than
earlier. If one is always searching safe zone,
one shall become weaker and shall be unable
to survive any big problem in life. On the other
hand, one who has come across different prob-
lems in life shall survive even very big prob-
lems. So, there is a need to propagate this prin-
ciple and to be meditated on continuously.

5. Importance of practice must be under-
stood in this context. Generally, people think
that it is not possible to overcome anger. The
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same can be said for babies that they would
not walk on their own feet. But, it is not true,
because due to continuous practice, the same
babies walk in the consequent years. It is seen
by all. Ifone does not practise, no one can help
m this world. But, if one starts and continues
practice, one shall definitely succeed.

6. Maximum problems are due to the lack
of courage. [fone considers oneself much deli-
cate, even very small problems shall appear as
if they are the biggest problems in the world.
So, this principle requires one to replace the
delicacy with courage in the life. Then, the big-
gest problems shall appear as if they are very
small ones. So, the principle is capable of re-
moving the seeds of anger. But, it is required to
meditate on it again and again.

7. People who are under the sway of the
harmful emotions, like anger, hate, craving etc.
create problems in the world. Here, it is neces-
sary to understand that these problem-creators
are also slaves of the harmful emotions. That is
why, not only do they harm others, they harm
themselves too. Many of such people torture
themselves by binding, harming with weapons
and even committing suicide by hanging neck
or by taking life-finishing drugs or by jumping
high places etc. So, one must meditate on their
slavery. This shall give rise to compassion for
them, instead of anger or hate. Of course, one
must be aware of their harmful mentality, but,
at the same time, have compassion for them.

8. No one is perfect. So, there is always a
possibility of doing some wrong against others.
This principle states that one must meditate on
one’s won wrong deed. This shall make one
capable of bearing negative activities of others.

When someone has more ego of purity, one
feels more pain. That’s why; concept of rebirth
is introduced in Indian religions and philoso-
phies. This principle develops the ability to face
the negative conditions with courage and make
one free from fear. This closes the doors of
blaming others for one’s bad condition. Blam-
ing others is also a source of weakness and it
makes the pain unbearable. So, this principle is
also capable of removing anger. But, it requires
continuous meditation and propagation.
Conclusion :

These principles remove different seeds of
anger and hate. For instance, remembering the
harms created by anger, one shall fear from anger
and search some way to come out from those
conditions which give rise to anger. Likewise,
while facing problems, if one searches solution
and applies that there is no scope for anger.
But, if there is no possibility of solution, one
shall accept the situation and shall search the
ways to live without those things or persons
which are or who are lost. When one consid-
ers a problem as an opportunity to develop
one’s ability to survive, it stops complete scope
of'anger. Understanding the importance of prac-
tice, one shall take any problem as an oppor-
tunity. When one replaces delicacy with cour-
age, there remains no scope for anger. Taking
others condition under the sway of harmful
emotions, one can develop compassion, rather
than anger. Removal ofthe ego of purity and
blaming nature makes one responsible and
humble and such mentality does not allow an-
ger to arise. So, these principles are really pow-
erful in removing thought-patterns which give
rise to anger.
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Jai Bhim : An Unremitting Discourse on Dalit and Tribal Identity
- Jai Shri Jain, Research Scholar, Dept. of English & Foreign Languages, M D University, Rohtak.

The present research paper seeks to criti-
cally explore the ideological stance ofthe movie
Jai Bhim(2021)which is nothing less than a
clarion call for protection of human rights that
the Dalits of India have long been deprived of
owing to their abysmally low socio-economic
condition. The movie Jai Bhimever since its
release has been acclaimed as one of the great-
est accomplishments of Indian cinema. As far
as its thematic aspect is concerned, the movie
delves into the dynamics of caste discrimina-
tion in India and leads the audience into a con-
tinuation of Dalit discourse initiated by earlier
movies on the caste system and Dalits. The title
of the movie contextualizes an ideology for
Dalits and therefore becomes a metaphor for
equality. The movie seems to be raising an ac-
cusing finger towards not only the perpetrators
ofthe ghastly caste system but also against all
those who have collaborated in its perpetua-
tion with a blind and callous disregard of the
sanctity of human life. The movie, Jai Bhim is
a sincere effort to show the caste system of
India as a serious social problem by its exten-
sive focus on the exploitation of the lower caste
people in India.

Key Words Dalit; Discourse; Ideology;
Movie; Caste; Socio-economic conditions;
Equality; Human rights
Research Paper

Written and directed by T.J.Gnanavel and
produced by JyothikaSuriya, Jai Bhimis one
ofthe most powerful films to have come out of
Tamil cinema, with its scathing attack on the
various ‘power structures’ in our society that

constantly work to oppress Dalits, minorities
and other marginalized sections in a most bru-
tal manner.”Jai Bhim’s title translates to “Long
Live Bhim”, a slogan made popular by the fol-
lowers of BR Ambedkar [Babasaheb Bhim
Rao Ambedkar]...” (Chhabra). The film, based
on actual events in Tamil Nadu in the 1990s,
depicts the endless struggles of the Irular tribal
community of Tamil Nadu against the state-
backed might of inhuman police force who do
not hesitate in implicating defenseless tribal
people on false charges and resorting to worst
kinds of violence against them to save their own
tainted and corrupt faces. It strengthens the
belief of the ordinary people, especially of the
deprived sections, to fight against these every-
day injustices with courage and instills faith in
the power ofthe constitution and proper imple-
mentation of the law. The film is a bold por-
trayal of how these hegemonic structures and
authorities refuse to recognize the tribes and
other marginalized sections as citizens and deny
them every opportunity for their growth and
development. They are even deprived of basic
facilities of a citizen like aadhaar card, ration
card and voter cards, as lawyer Chandru, who
successfully fights Sengenni’s case in the film,
asserts in one of the scenes in the court, that
the Irular tribal community, in spite of being the
native habitant of Tamil Nadu, are not even al-
lowed to live in their own villages today.

The film, ever since its release, has been
acclaimed as one of the greatest accomplish-
ments of Indian cinema. As far as its thematic
aspect is concerned, it delves into the dynam-
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ics of caste discrimination in India and leads
the audience into a continuation of Dalit dis-
course initiated by earlier movies on caste Sys-
tem like Achhut Kaya, Sujata, Ankur, Damul,

Paar, Aarakshan, Articlel 5, et al. The title of
the movie contextualizes an ideology for Dalits
and therefore becomes a metaphor of equality.

The ideological stance of the movie is nothing
less than a clarion call for the protection ofhu-
man rights which the Dalits of India have long
been deprived of owing to their abysmally low
socio-economic condition. Afilm criticasserts
that

Jai Bhim is a movie about justice or, better
injustice. It teaches us the power of the law
and how to use it to build a better world. It is
not a fight between low castes and high castes.
Not even against the police officers, but it’s a
fight against the entire system. Jai Bhimseeks a
better society, where humans must have human
rights. (Basta)

After years of subservience under colonial
rule, India got its freedom and Indians finally
got the long awaited opportunity to breathe in
the air which did not contain the stinking smell
ofaslavish life throttled by foreigners. Amidst
the rejoicings of freedom, it was gradually re-
alized that though India had attained freedom
from foreign rule, the people of India still re-
mained enslaved by many other fetters that they
have woven around themselves and needed
emancipation from themalso to be actually free.
Behind the gloriousreality of India’s freedom
was hidden the obnoxious reality ofthe life of
millions of Indians who were still colonized by
various hegemonic forces within the country and
freedom from the rule of the outsiders did not
make much difference to them as they were

still governed by their own people. Any dis-
course on liberty and equality was like a dream
that could not be materialized as long as India
did not get free of the chains of its parochial
thinking.

Discourse, in its literal sense, can be de-
scribed as a long, profound and meaningful
deliberation upon an issue through the use of
oral or written language that can lead to certain
substantial insights on the subject under con-
sideration. In the context of Dalits, a discourse
on Dalits emanates from the ancient socio-reli-
gious context of India where the devout reli-
gious belief of Hindus in the texts of Vedas as
‘divine’ words gave rise to hierarchical social
stratification through which a certain group of
people were placed at the lowest of the low
social position consequentially to be subjected
to a life-long condition of marginalization, so-
cial exclusion and oppression. Forced to live a
life of degradation, they came to be addressed
by different derogatory names as markers of
their identity. Totally apathetic to their plight,
people placed on higher pedestals of the social
system remained complacent in their social and
economic hegemony as it placed themin a privi-
leged situation of power which they never
wanted to lose and became complicit in all
mechanics of exploitation of their fellow human
beings. The status quo continued for several
hundred years until after a long slumber of cen-
turies, Dalits became not only conscious of their
identity as human beings but also started as-
serting it. However, caste, in its various overt
and covert forms, still continues to hold its ter-
rible grip on all those citizens of India who,
placed at the lowest position because of the
four-fold hierarchical system of social stratifi-
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cation, have been the victims of socio-eco-
nomic inequality and deprivation severely im-
pacting the quality of their routine life. Raj
Kumar writes that

It is due to this irrepressible caste system
that the untouchables of India, numbering more
than 220 million, known today as Dalits, have
been systematically neglected and ostracised
in Indian society for ages. Variously known as
ati-shudras, chandalas, panchamas, antyajas,
depressed classes, harijans and the Scheduled
Castes in different periods in human history, the
Dalits still suffer the stigma ofuntouchability even
after caste discrimination has been declared an
offence under the law. They are socially frail,
economically needy and politically powerless.
And despite various constitutional provisions
of protective discrimination policies, they con-
tinue to be so. Even though a small section of
them have attained an economically and pro-
fessionally strengthened position, under govern-
ment patronage, socially they remain down-
graded and unaccepted. (115)

The constitution of India has in all fairness
bestowed upon every citizen of India certain
fundamental rights some of which guarantee
them equality, freedom and right against exploi-
tation. The basic guiding spirit behind these
constitutional provisions is to ensure that each
and every citizen of India lives his or her life
with respect and dignity making them all equal
before the law with no scope of discriminatory
practice of any kind based on “religion, race,
caste, sex, place of birth or any of them” (Con-
stitution of India 37). Influenced by the strin-
gent measures taken and transitioning from
peaceful preaching of many social reformers to
more aggressive efforts by social organizations

and Dalit activists to eradicate this practice of
social and economic injustice, the Indian soci-
ety has witnessed some affirmative actions in
relation to caste-based inequalities. Neverthe-
less, the prevailing truth that defines the lives of
Dalits in India is that they have to face caste-
based discrimination in their everyday life. Bank-
ing upon the power of literature and cinema to
influence public opinion, conscientious
litterateurs and filmmakers have made their re-
spective contributions to showcase the inher-
ent discrimination and injustice of the caste sys-
tem and its horrible impact on the lives of its
victims. The movie, Jai Bhim (2021) is one
such sincere effort to show the caste system of
India as a serious social problem by its exten-
sive focus on the exploitation of the lower caste
people in India.

It is a commentary on a 21st century civili-
zation which produces a mass of people who
are left to live in a full bloom of their primitivity
and are bereft from essential resources for sus-
tenance in the midst of a modern nation-state.
The film at various instances shows us the inor-
dinate power endowed to the executive and
administrative machinery that lousily sits and
exploits on the interest of the Scheduled
Tribes in India. (Bhalerao)

The movie highlights the harrowing experi-
ences of a lower caste family that falls prey to
the colonizing brutalization of the powerful domi-
nant caste people. The story of the movie is
said to be based on a real-life story of 1995
when Rajakannu, a tribal of the Irula commu-
nity was falsely implicated in a case of theft fol-
lowed by brutal torture to coerce him into ac-
cepting his crime that resulted in his death in
police custody. Parvathi, the pregnant wife of
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Rajakannu was pro bono helped by Justice
Chandru in her fight for justice. The cinematic
depiction ofthe excruciating travails ofthe life
of tribal Dalits brings the audience into a gut-
wrenching encounter with the enormity ofthe
woes in their lives. The movie seems to be rais-
ing an accusing finger towards not only the per-
petrators ofthe ghastly caste system but also
against all those who have collaborated in its
perpetuation with a blind and callous disregard
of'the sanctity of human life.

The very beginning of the movie fore-
grounds caste discrimination as the theme of
the movie when it shows a group ofpeople just
released from jail being segregated into two
distinct caste categories: lower caste and up-
per caste. The upper castes are asked to go
and the lower castes are taken to different po-
lice stations to foist on them unsolved cases of
petty crimes. The discriminatory division of
these people sheds light on the malevolent in-
tentions of police to falsely present the inno-
cent Dalits as accused in various pending cases
as the fast closure ofthese unsolved pending
cases is required to prove their efficiency and
alacrity for further promotion. The whole at-
mosphere of the first scene is rife with ruthless-
ness and insensitivity of the police towards a
group oftwelve Dalits thus apprehended. How
the lives ofnot only these Dalits but also of their
families are getting ruined by this callous dis-
crimination is shown with the focus on the wait-
ing old father, young wife and little daughter of
Kolanji who is one of the twelve and whose
father desperately pleads with police calling it
gross injustice only to be heartlessly ignored.
There is no mincing of words in showing that
there is no value of'the life ofthese Dalit people

in the eyes of these indifferent policemen as they
discuss among themselves how these Dalits are
to be used as scapegoats for the resolution of
pending cases of different police stations and
there is nothing wrong if one person is accused
oftwo or more cases. The reality of the work-
ing of the police unnerves as they are shown
complacently pocketing the bribe amount
against the backdrop of a wailing family of
Dalits. Not able to understand what these
Dalits have been arrested for, a novice police-
man tries to satisfy his curiosity by asking
“galtikyahaiinki?”(“What’s their fault?”) “Yahiki
ye paida hue” (“That they were born™) (Jai
Bhim 0:02:34-36), is the abhorrent sarcastic
reply that he gets from a seasoned senior which
is enough to highlight the ‘pont of view’ ofthe
filmmaker who through the film becomes the
voice of the voiceless.

After a generalized depiction of the victim-
1zation of Dalits, the movie shifts its focus on a
similar story of victimization of a single Dalit
family of Rajakannu who despite his poverty
and the usual hardships of life is living his life
happily with his wife Sengenni and daughter,
Ali. He belongs to the Irular tribe who because
of their traditional expertise of rat and snake
catching are hired by landlords to catch rats
that destroy grains grown in their fields. One
scene in the movie depicts Rajakannu, his wife
and some other kinsmen using the traditional
fumigation method for catching rats for which
they have specially been called by a landowner.
When the work is done, instead of being thankful
to them for doing a work which nobody else
could do as it demands special skill, the land-
owner expresses his resentment for spoiling his
entire field using very harsh words full of con-
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tempt. The arrogant attitude of the landowner
enunciates his pride in his loftier position and
his belief that this privileged position has given
him the right to downgrade and demean the
poor Dalits. In yet another scene of the movie
which proves catastrophic for Rajakannu, the
foul-mouthed wife ofthe village-head finds a
snake in her room where all her precious jew-
elry is lying in open in front of her as she is
getting ready to leave for the city for a few days.
Rajakannu is summoned to the house of the
village-head to catch the snake which he ex-
pertly does but once again, instead of receiving
any appreciation for his snake-catching exper-
tise, the treatment that he gets in the house both
by the Head and his wife is full of reproach,
hatred, derision, distrust and suspicion. When
Rajakannu innocently tells the wife of the vil-
lage-head that his wife, Sengenni also is from
the same village as she, the lady becomes quite
angry for the lines of sameness drawn between
her and a tribal woman taking this as a big in-
sult to her superior status. These two scenes
have their special relevance in the movie as they
emphasize the significant importance of skilled
people like Rajakannu for saving the crops of
rich people fromrats and saving their lives from
poisonous snakes. Both the scenes also high-
light the impertinent, imperious and ungrateful
approach of'the affluent and influential upper
caste people towards the indigent, impover-
ished and vulnerable lower caste people.

Despite a life of penury, hardships and so-
cial neglect, Rajakannu is a self-respecting man
who believes in hard work and treats his wife
like a queen. The nightmare oftheir life begins
when a theft of jewelry is reported in the house
ofthe village head and the suspicion of theft

befalls the poor Rajakannu who had gone there
to catch the snake. The police swing into ac-
tion as this is a case of theft in the house of an
influential person and there is constant pres-
sure from seniors to resolve the case. What
ensues in the movie is a tale of grotesque bru-
tality of police devilishly unleashed upon the
susceptible family of Rajakannu as all of them
including Sengenni, his sister, and brothers are
taken to the police station and severely beaten.
Their seamless barbarity results in the custo-
dial death of innocent Rajakannu. As a cover-
up, the police throw his body on road in the
nearby district to make his death sound as
caused by a road accident and report him as
having escaped from the police station along
with two ofhis relatives who were also detained
for investigation of the theft case and were se-
verely tortured under the pretext of investiga-
tion. Sengenni, the pregnant wife of Rajakannu
does not believe in the concocted story of the
escape of her husband from police custody as
she had seen him in an almost incapacitated
condition in police custody and apprehends foul
play. Here onwards, the movie turns into a tale
of the perseverant fight of a pregnant tribal
woman for justice. Determined not to bow
down to the pressures of her poverty, her preg-
nancy and single-handed care of her daughter
of pre-adolescent age and helped by a sympa-
thetic lady teacher connected with the noble
task of educating the illiterate tribals and fight-
ing for their rights, Sengenni moves from pillar
to post to find out what actually has happened
with Rajakannu. She finally gets unconditional
support and free help from advocate Chandru
who is a social activist also and fully aware and
highly critical of the brutal high-handedness of
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police nurtures extremely soft, sympathetic and
humanitarian concerns for the hapless poor
people like Sengenni. The legal acumen and
humane concern of Chandru join hands to fight
the legit battle for Sengenni that she ultimately
wins, all because of the committed efforts of
Chandru who at every step of the court pro-
ceedings outwits the state lawyers. All the cam-
ouflaging tricks ofthe police get unearthed and
it is proved that Rajakannu died a custodial
death. The guilty policemen are duly sentenced
and Sengenni gets adequate monetary and land
compensation. The most shocking fact that
comes to the surface reveals the complicity of
the police in the entire case oftheft of jewelry
as they knew from the very beginning of the
case the details of the real thief, the jeweler to
whom the stolen jewelry was sold and had in
fact taken their respective share inthe booty to
let the real culprits go scot-free. Just like other
poor tribal Dalits of the first scene of the movie,
Rajakannu too was made a scapegoat to cover
up the inefficiency of the police. The police
knew that Rajakannu is not guilty; still, they beat
him and others most mercilessly to make them
confess their crime.

Within this storyline, a reading between the
lines reveals many unsaid aspects for adequate
deliberation. The socio-economic powerless-
ness and helplessness of tribal Dalits was the
obvious reason behind their detention and bru-
tal beating as they were the easiest prey for
police who knew that these people do not have
any godfather to hold police accountable on
their behalf. Had it not been for the grit and
determination of Sengenni and the humanitar-
ian compassion of Chandru for people like her,
the reality never would have been revealed.

Earlier also, it was Chandru who by referring
to the DGP orders of promoting only the cops
with clean records had provided the proof ofa
motive that drove police to arrest innocent
people like Kalonji, one of the twelve tribals
who were re-arrested for false cases to be
foisted onthem. Chandru had argued with solid
proofin the court that the police is exploiting
these Dalits and had got release-on-bail orders
not only for Kolanji but also eleven others in
one single stroke of his valid arguments. With
acute humane concern, he had also referred to
seven thousand such cases of arrest within the
last one week in the state out of which many
thousands might be innocent like Kalonji. These
scenes are not simple dramatic scenes to en-
hance the entertainment aspect of the movie but
they are meaningfully dramatized scenes to add
value to the thematic intensity ofthe movie. The
audience is made to confront the ulterior mo-
tives of law enforcement agents and is left aghast
at their atrocity in the police station. The scenes
of custodial torture even of females are quite
disconcerting if that exactly is the true picture.
The strategy of the disposal of Rajakannu’s
body in the jurisdiction of another state also
has its own overtones. The crux of the whole
narrative boils down to the bitter but blatant
truth that the life and death issues of these lower-
caste Dalits have no significance for the privi-
leged caste people. However, the other beau-
tiful aspect ofthe story lies in according all natu-
ral human attributes and emotions to the lower
caste people to emphasize and impress upon
the audience their human side. The love be-
tween Rajakannu and his wife, Sengenni is as
pure, innocent and passionate as might be be-
tween any upper caste couple. The disquiet of
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Rajakannu about providing a solid brick house
to his wife and good life and education to his
young daughter and unborn child is as naturally
human as of any upper caste person. The way
Rajakannu braves police brutality but does not
confess the false allegation of theft against him
shows that he values his self-respect and dig-
nity like any other human being and will not
compromise with it at any cost. The way
Sengenni decides to fight against all odds for
Justice uplifts her character to a place the soci-
ety has always thought her unworthy of. The
way she declines the offer of a huge amount of
money from a high police official in lieu of with-
drawing her case imbues not only her charac-
ter but also the entire community of Dalits with
an extraordinarily respectable shade of dignity
which generally is not related to them. In the
context of this scene, one columnistwrites

At one point in this nearly three-hour long
film, there is a goosebumps-raising moment that
has a tribal woman----—also the protagonist—
turning her back on power, refusing to bow
down to the system of dominancethat has ex-
ploited the fruits of their labour, quite literally.
Looking at it purely from the point of view of
Tamil cinema’s masala conventions, it I essen-
tially a “mass” scene written for a Dalit charac-
ter to give her a chance to look at her oppres-
sors in the eye and perhaps tell them: “You can-
not break me.”(Alagu)

Moving within a structure of injustice and
justice with an obvious thematic motive of
drawing the public attention to the various nu-
ances of'the lives of Dalits and their human right
to justice and equality, the movie invites many
critical interpretations of'its cinematic frame-
work. That Dalits have been the victims of in-

justice is a known fact and almost all caste-
based movies start their cinematic presentation
dwelling mainly on this premise but the ultimate
goal of all caste-based movies was to stir the
conscience of all those who were directly or
indirectly complicit in this inhuman act of injus-
tice and steer them to the positive direction of
being an ally to acts of social justice for Dalits.
Most of the time, the preferred storyline for
the representation of Dalit victimization in mov-
ies on caste was that of the Brahmin as the
oppressor and the Dalit as the oppressed. Any
representation of justice to Dalits centered on
the help from an upper caste liberal who be-
lieved in the principle of equality and humanity
as the only religion. Such humanitarian charac-
ters, for sure, are the strengths of any movie as
their presence serves as an assurance that uni-
versal values oflove, compassion, goodness,
selflessness are still alive and society progresses
with their presence around. However, the
growing Dalit assertion in the changing circum-
stances demands Indian cinema to evolve in the
direction of creating stories of empowered and
self-sufficient Dalits who are neither the victims
nor need an outsider’s help to survive as those
narratives will be the real stories of equality.

In the light of the above, InJai Bhim, the
bravado exhibited by Sengenni, no doubt, in-
dicates her moral strength and deserves ap-
plause, nevertheless, it becomes pertinent to
reflect upon the fact that how far the wife of
Rajakannu could have gone in her fight against
the intricate system of justice, had it not been
the unconditional support that she got from
advocate Chandru in both real life and reel life.
As the filmmaker is in the ‘Driver’s Seat’, he
can produce as many benefactors as Chandru
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in reel life, but the point of concern is that in
real life how many such people like Chandru
can actually be found who come forward with
an altruistic morality to provide the much-
needed help and solace. Also, inreal life, how
many such oppressed people like Sengenni are
actually able to find and approach helpful people
like Chandru. In one scene, Chandru paints this
real picture when he tells the judge that
Kalliappam, father of Kolanji had come to him
with the help ofa social worker but others might
not have been that fortunate. Similar was the
case of Sengenni who could go to Chandru with
the help of Mythra, the teacher and was con-
tinuously guided by her. Had it not been people
like Chandru and Mythra with her in her fight
for justice, the idea seems fallacious that she
(or for that matter any less privileged person)
would have won the battle at her own with only
her moral strength as her weapon.

In all practicality, a fight for justice has to be
a collaborative effort towards achieving the
same goal guided only by pure humanitarian
concerns. In one scene of the movie, Sengenni
expresses her gratitude to Chandru for his help
and simultaneously shows her inability to pay
him his fees. Chandru has one simple question
for her. He asks if a snake bites him and he
goes to her for treatment with no fees to pay,
would she treat him or not. The reply of
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Sengenni is the crux of the story. She tells
Chandru that she would definitely treat him as
how could she let him die when she had the
skill to save him. She further says that even if
those policemen who tortured her husband to
death would come to her if bitten by a snake,
she would treat them as well. These simple
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ations. Their driving force is only their morality,
humanity and ethicality and they are the real
votaries of protection of human rights.

At the end of the movie, the victory of
Sengenni in her struggle for justice serves to
restore the faith of the audience in the judicial
system of the country which stood badly shat-
tered in the police system after having come
across the most barbaric treatment of Dalits like
Rajakannu and others in the police custody. In
fact, the positive and optimistic ending of the
movie asserts the power of the slogan “’Jai
Bhim” and its message of equality transforming
the fight and victory of Sengenni into a power-
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human rights that can constitutionally be
achieved by fighting against any kind of injus-
tice.
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Pronominal system of Banjara Language

- Dr. Korra Balu Naik, Assistant professor, Department Linguistics, Osmania University.

This paper talk about different types of pro-
nouns of Lambada language. A brief introduc-
tion about was given in the introduction part,
Secord part discusses the various types of pro-
nouns with suitable examples and lastly, dis-
cussion and focus on pronouns was presented
in the last part of the paper.

Introduction :

Banjara language belongs to the central
group of Indo-Aryan Family of languages.
Banjara being a Nomadic tribe are scattered
throughout the central India with heavy popu-
lation concentration in Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. The tribe is
known by various names Banjara, Wanjari,
Brinjari, Lambadi, Lamans, Lambanis, Lamanis,
suga:li, Gurmatiand Singali..

Lambada language is one of the Indo-Aryan
languages. The language continued its existence
in the form of oral communication as its script
has not been developed. In case of necessity
of written communication, the script of local
predominant language is used. Hence, in
Telangana also, Telugu script is used for such
kind. Because of the influence ofregional pre-
dominant language, most of the Lambdas are
generally either bilinguals or Multi-lingual’s.

Telangana State is geographically surrounded
by four adjacent states, namely, Maharashtra,
Chattisgarh, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
Since the local language in Telangana is Telugu,
most of the Lambada people are bilinguals, i.e.
Telugu as second acquired language. Apart from

this bilingual situation, since the state has lan-
guage contact with that of adjacent states, there
is a possibility of multilingualism also. However,
the influence of other languages belonging to
the adjacent states is perceivable in Lambada
language. Influence of Telugu is conspicuous in
Telangana Lambada Language. Due to the lin-
guistic sharing influence, variation can be clearly
observable in the usage of various aspects of
language.

Keywords : Pronouns, Banjara Language,
Demonstrative pronouns, Reflexive pronouns,
Interrogative pronouns.

Pronouns :

A pronoun is a word used in place of noun.
It may stand for a person, place, thing, or idea
(John E.Warriner,1973:34). Pronouns can be
divided into numerous categories like personal
pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, interroga-
tive pronouns, Reflexive pronouns.

Personal pronouns :

A personal pronoun is a non-specific word,
which can be used in the place of a noun or
name without changing the meaning ofthe noun.
Personal pronouns have individual forms for
three persons i.e. first second and third and two
numbers i.e. singular and plural. Person pro-
noun can separate subjective pronouns, objec-
tive pronouns and possessive pronouns. On
observation, it is found that pronominal honor-
ific terms are not available in this language. In
case of situational need, people use additional
respect marking words ofrelationship.
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Number / Person

1t Person

2nd Person 3 Person

Singular ma(l) tu (you) wu /1 (he/she/it)
Plural apan/ ham (we) | tam (you) wo (they)/ye
Other details apan(inclusive) |tu plural and | wu (distant)
ham(exclusive) | singular forms are | i:( near )
similar
Example : 3rdsg eat-masPAST
ma ja:r-i-chu (Iam going) ye: ka:l-de (They ate)
Istsg go-fem-cop 3rdPL eat-PL PAST
ma jar-o-chu (Iam going) In Banjara’s gender distinction is there in
1STsg 20-mas-cop singular where as in plural there is no gender
o ) "
ham ja:r-e-cha (we are going) distinction. Verb ag.rees.wr[h IST, 2nd gnd 3
| PL(E PL persons are there with singular but not in plu-
(Ex) go- ~cop _ ral. Banjara has two words for ‘we” exclusive
apan Ja:r-e-cha (We are going) and inclusive [ham] means ‘we’ excluding the
1*PL(Inclsive) go-PL-cop personal who is addressed, while [apan] means
tu ka:yi kar-i-ch-i (Whatare We’ including the person who is addressed
you doing) (due to the super stratum influences).
2nd sg what  do-fem-cop Banjara has two genders masculine and
- ka:yi kar-o-chi (What feminine. All nouns fienoting male persons be-
are you doing) longs to the ma.lsc.:uhne gender female persons
belongs to feminine gender . As per the Lexico
2nd sg what do-mas-cop . . .
' -grammatical observation of words, in most of
tam ka:yi ‘ kar-e-cho(What are  the cases, suffixes ‘a’ and ‘o’ indicate mascu-
you doing) line gender and suffix ‘1’ indicates feminine gen-
2ndPL what  do-PL-cop der.
u ka:l-di(She ate) In Lambada, plurality is not a very common
3rdsg eat-femPAST phenomenon. In most of the cases, singular
- ka:l-do (He ate) words are substituted for the purpose of plu-

rality. But the language still retained plural suf-
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fixation ‘o’ through some words as shown in
table above. Because of language contact and
convergence with Telugu, and due to commu-
nication needs, sometimes Telugu plural suffix

‘lu’ is also borrowed to fill the gap. Person
pronoun can separate subjective pronouns,
objective pronouns and possessive pronouns.

Subjective | Lambada | Objective | Lambada | Possessive | Lambada
| ma Me mann Mine ma:r
You tu You tomne Yours tar
He u: Him wo:ne His wo:re
She u: Her wo:ne Hers wore
It u: It wo:ne It’s wo:re
We ham(excl) | Us hame:n Ours hama:r
apan(Incl) apane:n apane:r
They o: Them uunde:n Theirs unde:r
Exampes : I ghar ma:r (This house is
u mann di:T-o (He see me) mine)
he me see-masPAST this  house mine
tu wo'ne di-T-i(Yousechim) ~ Demonstratives in Lambada
you  3rdSGPL see-fem PAST In Banjara Language contrast between ‘v1:*
o hame:n di-T-e (They saw us) in the first series of pronouns (referring to pro:
N |StPLOBJ PL PAST nouns and things relatively close to the speaker)
they st see- ~ uw/u’ inthe second series (referring to persons
u ghar hama:r (Thathouseis  and things relatively distant from the
ours) speaker).This corresponds to the distinction
that house 2ndPL POS between ‘this’ and ‘that in English.
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He (Non.Hen. Prox.)

I

He (NenHon  Rem
NonVis)

1

She (Non.Hon Proz.)

She (Non Hen. Rem. Vis)

It (3g. Non. Vis.)

This (52 Dem.)

That (25MNeut.
Rem.Non.¥is.)

They (Hum. Mas Rem.
Non.Vis)

They (Hum. & Neut

Pl.com.)

These (Dem.)

Ve

Those (Neut. Rem. Vis.)

Those (Dem.)

All

580

Examples :
1t ghar (This is a house)
this house
ye: ghar (These are houses)
these  house
v ga:waDi (That is a cow)

that cow
o/o: ga:wabDi (Those are cows)
those cow

(arosde S5 |

Interrogatives in Lambada

Interrogatives are question words in a lan-
guage system. The question word list below is
found in this language. They occur depending
upon the context and referent. These pronouns
can replace the adverbs and nouns. There is
no separate form for singular and plural in
Banjara language. There is no meaning distinc-
tion for the lexical form how many and how
much in Banjara language.
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What Eavi:
When kanna
Where kathe:
Which kmas
Who o
Whom ken
Whose keiro
Why kasan
How khn
How many katara
How much katara
Examples : tu katara rapiya kama:yo (How
tar  nam  ka:yi(Whatis your name?) much money did you
(')
your name  what earn?)
tar  ghar kathe (Where is your you  howmich money eamn
house?) Reflexives and Reciprocals in Lambada
your house where Banjara language adopts the noun phrase

tone katara pustakam cha:vunu (How

many books you want?)

you-obj howmany want
books

system and marks the nouns and pronouns with
the help of suffix/-j/ to denote reflexive mean-
ing. Reflexives and Reciprocals in Lambada
grammar follow morphological suffixation pat-
tern as shown below.
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Myself maj
Yourself m:j
Himself U]
Herself ]
Itself )
Ourselves hamaj(excl)apanaj(incl)
Themselves wo:j
Example :
mar hangoli ma-j karli:-do (I bathed myself)
mine bath myself did-mas PAST
wo:re uj wate karle:-ri (She talked to herself)
3rsSG POS herself talk did-fem PAST
wo:re uj ha:l kar-i:-cha ( She is worried about
herself)
3rsSG POS herself worried do-fem-cop
wone u;j istapaDacha (She likes herself )
3rdSG POS herself likes-cop
ham e:kin-e:k de:k-li:de ( We saw each other)
2ndPL(Ex) each other see-PL PAST

Conclusion :

Personal pronouns have individual forms for
three persons i.e. first second and third and two
numbers i.e. singular and plural. Person pro-
noun can separate subjective pronouns, objec-
tive pronouns and possessive pronouns. On
observation, it is found that pronominal honor-

ific terms are not available in this language. In
case of situational need, people use additional
respect marking words of relationship. In
Banjara’s gender distinction is there in singular
where as in plural there is no gender distinc-
tion. Verb agrees with IST, 2nd and 3™ per-
sons are there with singular but not in plural.
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Banjara has two words for ‘we’ exclusive and
inclusive [ham] means ‘we’ excluding the per-
sonal who 1s addressed, while [apan] means
‘we’ including the person who is addressed
(due to the super stratum influences). Banjara
has two genders masculine and feminine. All
nouns denoting male persons belongs to the
masculine gender female persons belongs to
feminine gender. As per the Lexico -grammati-
cal observation of words, in most of the cases,
suffixes ‘a’ and ‘o’ indicate masculine gender
and suffix ‘1’ indicates feminine gender. In
Lambada, plurality is not a very common phe-
nomenon. In most of'the cases, singular words
are substituted for the purpose ofplurality. But
the language still retained plural suffixation ‘o’
through some words as shown in table above.
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