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Language serves as a means of communi-
cation, and translation provides the opportu-
nity to explore, interact and even experience
different views of the world. However, prob-
lem arises when it comes to the translation of
specific cultural concepts among different
speech communities. Translation operates by
interpreting meaning of the text in the ‘source
language (SL)’ and re-producing the same in
the ‘target language (TL)’ usually executed by
a translator who is competent in both the lan-
guagesi.e. SL and TL linguistically and cultur-
ally. In short, a translation can only be taken as
successful if the ‘meaning’ of the original has
been conveyed well and it stands the scrutiny
of being drawn upon a theory of meaning. This
paper attempts to understand how translation
is done with specific reference to the culture
and the usage of the language within a speech
community viz. Meitei and Thadou.

Key words : Communication, Speech com-
munities, Translation, Source language (SL),
Target language (TL).

Introduction :

Meiteilon or Manipuri is a Tibeto-Burman
language spoken by approximately 1.2 million
people primarily residing in the Imphal valley
of the state of Manipur, India and parts of its
neighbouring northeastern states such as Assam
and Tripura. Meiteilon is also spoken by settle-
ment of Meitei communities residing in the

neighbouring countries such as Myanmar and
Bangladesh. On the other hand, Thadou lan-
guage belongs to Northern Kuki-chin subgroup
of'the Tibeto-Burman family. It is also spoken
in parts of Manipur and Assam. In this paper,
an analysis has been attempted to understand
how translation is operated with reference to
the culture and the usage of the language in
Meiteilon and Thadou.

Culture in Communication :

Generally, human lives are culturally condi-
tioned right from the day they began communi-
cating with other human beings. Communica-
tion is accomplished among the members of a
similar culture and cultural values without any
conscious effort since they all share the con-
ventions mutually agreed upon for generations.
For example, in a strictly hierarchical society
like Meiteis and Thadou, there are conventions
governing when children and women should
speak, when they should not speak, what sub-
jects they can speak of, how they should ad-
dress male and female elders, and so on. The
very interesting fact is that, Meite is have dif-
ferent terms of address for the kinship terms
both from the male and female Egos but in En-
glish its equivalence is very limited orit will be
of single word equivalent. Thus, it is inherently
problematic due to alternatives of equivalence
offered.
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Tllustration :

Kinship Terms in Meiteilon Gloss In English

inYmma ‘sister-in-law’(female ego) ‘sister-in-law’

itYima ‘sister-in-law’(male ego) ‘sister-in-law’

ine “father’s sister’ ‘aunt’

indon ‘mother’s sister’ ‘aunt’
/father’s younger brother’s wife

inaw nupa ‘younger brother (male ego) ‘brother’
/husband’s younger brother)

ipuanupa ‘younger brother (female ego)  ‘brother’

k'ura ‘father’s brother’ ‘uncle’

mamma ‘mother’s brother’ ‘uncle’

/father’s sister’s husband

It is observed that an appropriate explana-
tion is necessary by providing a gloss in TL to
convey the complete meaning as that of the SL.

Kinship terms in Thadou:

Kinship is one of the primary principles of
organisation in human society. In the Thadou
society, the family functions as the basic struc-

tural unit of the kinship system. The kinship re-
lationship within the Thadou society can be
broadly divided into three relationship catego-
ries: between husband and wife, between the
parent and children, between children of the
same parent. Some Thadou kinship terminolo-
gies are as follows:

Kinship term Gloss In English

hepu father’s/mother’s father; mother’s brother; | Grandfather; uncle (maternal)
mother’s brother’s son

hepi father’s/mother’s mother; mother’s brother’s | Grandmother; aunt (maternal)
wife

hepa father; husband/wife’s father; mother’s | Father; father-in-law; uncle (maternal)
sister’s husband Mother; mother-in-law; aunt (maternal)

henu mother; husband/wife’s mother; mother’s
sister

hepa-len father’s elder brother Uncle (paternal)

henu-len father’s elder brother’s wife Aunt (paternal)

hepa-neo father’s younger brother Uncle (paternal)

henu-neo father’s younger brother’s wife Aunt (paternal)

henu-ngah mother’s brother’s daughter Aunt (maternal)

hegang father’s sister’s husband Uncle (paternal)

heni father’s sister Aunt (paternal)

he-o elder brother/sister elder brother/sister

nao/boi younger brother/sister younger brother/sister
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The various degrees of kinship bond play a
vital role within the Thadou society. The kin-
ship terms play specific roles in the life of a
person as well as on auspicious gatherings when
the entire clan members are present. A person
regards all the clansmen who are his
grandfather’s age as pu, his grandmother’s age
as pi, his father’s age as pa, his mother’s age
as nu, his elder’s as fe-o, his younger brother’s
and sister’s as nao/boi. These terms are used
in addressing others irrespective of which clan
one belongs, depending on their age. There-
fore, the lack of knowledge of conventions
governing the communication process in the
other culture cannot be overcome unless the
translator starts the process of understanding
how communication in the other culture works.
Indeed, such an understanding can happen only
through what Dodd (1987) calls ‘relationship
development’.

Culture- specific expression in Meiteilon
and Thadou :

Some of the aspects of translating ideas in
Meiteilon and Thadou with specific reference
to culture are crucial in translation, especially,

Thadou
2a  keikailhang ka-kai- di he
1sG market 1pp -go -FUTDECL
2b  keikailhang ka-che- dihe

IsGmarket 1ppP-go -FUTDECL

In the above example, (cf.2a), we can see
that “kai’ i.e. ‘go’ means that the speaker will
go to the market for shopping. However, in the
case of 2b, we can see that the speaker clearly
talks of going towards the market and the pur-

in English as Target Language (TL).For instance,
the following examples contain some quite highly
culture-specific elements, but these are all in
the vocabulary.

Ilustration

Meitel Free translation
la. eikeit'el ka-gYni ‘I will go to market’
1sG market climb-rur

Here the root ‘ka’ indicates ‘climb’ which is
ametaphor meaning ‘to visit an important or
specific place’. Alternatively, it can be expressed
informally as;
1b. eikeithel cat-k¥Yni

1sG market go-FuT

It is noted that both the literal and free trans-
lation is the same in example 1b. On the other
hand, if the literal translation to English is car-
ried out in the example 1a, then, it gives mean-
ing, such as, ‘I will climb the market’ which is
irrelevant; whereas, translation is understood
in (example 1b) which actually gives the same
meaning as of the source text. In the Meitei
society, based on formal (cf.1a) and informal
(cf.1b) context the usage of terms varies with
respect to the specific meaning.

‘I'will go to market’

Free translation
‘I'will do shopping in market’

‘I'will go to market’

pose is unknown. Thus, problem arises with
the free translation unless and until we under-
stand the context properly. It is also to be noted
that due to multilingualism, Thadou speakers
tend to use the word ‘bazar’ instead of
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‘kailhang’ meaning ‘market’ which is a sign of
code mixing.

Words referring to Meiteis cultural practices
or sports, like in sagol kangjei ‘polo’ huntre
(‘traditional throw-in for inaugural match’)
which has no direct English equivalent, the
translator may need expansion in the text de-
pending on the translator’s assessment of the
target reader’s cultural background.
Armstrong(2005;42) states that ‘the importance
of context has been much stressed in the study
of translation, and the relationship between so-
cial variation (prestige/non-prestige language)
and stylistic (formal-informal language) is just
one dimension of the many that make up the
overall influence of context on language. Shared
knowledge is perhaps the other most impor-
tant factor.’

Greetings in Meiteilon and Thadou :

Greeting is one of the uses of language en-
gaged in initial encounters. Greetings can oc-
cur in verbal and /or non - verbal forms, de-
pending upon the situation. If the interlocutors
are known to each other than a greeting can
start by asking about their health, profession,
happiness or food. How one addresses or
speaks to a person depends on his or her age
and social status. That is the more equal and
intimate the speaker is to him, the more he would
call him by name and the less equal and more
distant he is to him, the more he would call him
with title of address. Thus, two forms of speech
are reflected in the society; they are honorific
and normal form of speech.

Meiteilon :
For example, some nouns in Meiteilon have

variant, such as,/uk ‘rice’ (higher honorific
form); cak ‘rice’ (normal form). The verb form
also changes accordingly, such as;
luk ha- bi—ro ‘please have your meal’
rice eat-polite-imperative
cak ca —bi- ro ‘please have your meal’
rice eat-polite-imperative

Again, in Meiteilon, greeting comprises of
noun and or verb phrases. Noun phrase may
be the modes of address, which may be hon-
orific, names/personal pronoun or figurative
usage. Noun phrase with a gesture of nodding
and smiling at the addressee is a common form
of greeting, example; oja ‘teacher’!, khura
‘uncle (paternal)’! (Sarangthem & etal 2014).
It is to be noted that khura “uncle’ is a loan
word, which we can also find in the Assamese

language.

It is also observed that in Meiteilon and
Thadou languages share a common form of
greetings in the form of interrogative sentences.
For instance, In Meiteilon- cakcarabra ‘Have
you taken your meal?’ and, kadaicatlino?
‘Where are you going?’ Itis indeed a type of
greetings to show high solidarity and intimate
scale concerned with participant relationships.
It is to be noted that these forms of greeting are
not used to someone new or stranger, because
itis inappropriate. Nevertheless, the greeting-
karamtaubi ribage ‘How are you? This form
is considered as the standard form of greet-
ngs.

Thadou :

In Thadou, greetings and departures are
expressed both verbally and through gestures.
Greeting is done through handshake and thereby
using politeness expressions.
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salaam to greet to a large group by
waving your hand

chibai to greet with a handshake (The
word itself means ‘hand-
shake’.)

zingkah-pha  good morning

damselin live in good health

mang-pha good night/good bye

As mentioned earlier, Meiteilon and Thadou
languages do share a common form of greet-
ings. For example, na dam na? ‘ Are youwell?’
expressing concern for the health of the person
or by simply asking, buna-ne tah? ‘Have you
eaten your food?’. We can also use kinship
terms to show politeness such as, pu/pi/pa/nu/
nao/boi before speaking. These phrases are
commonly used especially in social gatherings
like in church or during special occasions.

There may also be certain instances where
an addresser might be unknown to others. In
this case, the addresser can address the other
person by using kinship terms and not by call-
ing the addressee by first name basis in order
to show respect.

pu /pi to address someone senior or
with a higher social status

pa /nu to address someone equiva-
lent to an Uncle/Aunt

he-o to address someone as an el-
der brother/sister

boipu /boinu  to address someone who is of

/boi/nao ayoung age

Since Thadou does not have an honorific
title as Sir or Madam like in English, we use pu
/pi to address an honourable person. Ifit’s a
teacher, we address it as oja-pa /oja-nu (Here,

the word oja has been borrowed from

Meiteilon). There is also a gender distinction

when it comes to certain honorific titles. For

example;

leng-pa (mas) /leng-nu (fem) King/Queen

lamkai-pa (mas) /lamkai-nu (fem) Leader
Since there are no honorific forms present

in this language, certain politeness strategies are

used by the native speakers. The use of kin-

ship terms is one and the other is the use of the

suffix —o which demonstrates request or a

friendly expression.For example;

hung lut-o ‘(please) come in’

come in-REQ.IMP

tuiei-saupe-o ‘(please) pour me some water’

water ENDEARMENT-POUr giVe-REQ.IMP

Nowadays, to greet each other with a hand-
shake is very common to both the two lan-
guages, as Meitei and Thadou belong to the
Tibeto-Burman family, they share linguistically
and culturally much in common. English belongs
to Germanic subgroup of Proto Indo European
family. In many aspects, English varies from
these two Tibeto-Burman languages.

Usage of second personal pronoun :

Meiteilon :

In a formal situation the appropriate way of
using the second personal pronoun som/Ydom
‘you (polite form)’ is used. For example, in
addressing the welcome note, such as, Ydombu
tYramnY okcYri ‘welcome you with honour’.
It is also used to address the senior ones or to
high status and even to an unknown person.
Again, for a friendly chat or to younger ones
the second personal pronoun nang ‘you’ is
used. Thus, usage of second personal pronoun
in Meiteilon carries the socio-cultural dimen-
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sions along which the analysis relates to the
solidarity versus power, intimacy versus dis-
tance.

Thadou :

Thadou does not have any distinction as that
of Meiteilon for the second personal pronoun.
The pronoun nang “you’ is used both in formal
as well as in informal context in Thadou. The
native speaker uses certain linguistic expres-
sions such as the use of the request imperative
marker —o and the use of kinship terms to ex-
press politeness as explained above. It is to be
noted that the two speech communities reflect
culture in their languages.

Conclusion :
The present paper has clearly demonstrated
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In the states of Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh, Intermediate is an extremely crucial
and stressful period for the junior college goers.
It triggers off suicidal tendencies in some stu-
dents for the kind of pressure it brings along.
Long term students here refer to those students
who have finished their Intermediate or Plus 2
but have dropped a year because they could
not bag a seat in coveted educational institu-
tions. Sometimes, the decision of dropping a
year is the parents’ and, in some cases, it is the
students’. Taking a quantitative approach, this
cross-sectional study was conducted on 200
long term students. Purposive sampling method
was used and pertinent demographic details
also were gathered from the sample in order to
see if any significant differences existed on pa-
rental involvement and academic stress per-
ceived. Two standardised questionnaires, de-
veloped for the Indian context, perceived pa-
rental involvement questionnaire and academic
stress scale for college students have been used
to gather the data. Significant results have been
obtained between the two variables considered
for the study. Results obtained through this re-
search will give an insight into the plight of the
students and parental relations.

Keywords : academic stress, parental in-
volvement, long term students, Intermediate
stress

Introduction :
The educational set up post tenth standard

for the students, in the Telugu speaking states
throws open different streams that the student
could choose from. They come in the form of
CBSE, ICSE and SSC. Each stream comes
with its own share of challenges, conveniences
and intricacies. The most sought-after option
is to go in for the state board that offers rigor-
ous coaching to bag a seat in the coveted insti-
tutions of the country to pursue either engineer-
ing or medicine. To opt for such a path is mostly
the decision of the students themselves but in
majority of the cases, we see the active or rather
extremely active involvement of the parents as
well. This kind of involvement goes to the ex-
tent that they are in regular contact with the fac-
ulty to learn about the progress of their ward,
make comparisons across the classmates of
their ward. The educational institutions too, call
in for parent teacher meetings to assess the
progress of the students in the respective
streams. In some cases, the student is demoted
to a lower section based on the examinations
that are conducted on the basis of his perfor-
mance. On the whole, if he fails to bag a good
rank, he decides to drop a year so that he gets
into the institution of his choice. In the entire
process, there is a lot of mental upheaval that
the student goes through, a lot of emotional
baggage for the parents too is a common fea-
ture. How does this involvement of the par-
ents have an association with the academic
stress that the students experience? Is there
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any difference perceived in the students belong-
ing to the math and science streams?

This research is a miniscule attempt to un-
derstand the interplay of parental involvement
and academic stress in a few of the demo-
graphic variables considered under this study.

Parental Involvement :

Parental involvement may best be under-
stood as a blend of active participation and also
sheer commitment shown by either of the par-
ents towards their ward’s academics and also
towards various activities that are related to the
school. This involvement has been found to
bring in an array of outcomes, definitely some
positive and some negative. The positives and
negatives are there for the students’ side and
the school’s side as well. However, it has been
found that there is a lot of negativities that comes
to the fore when there is too much of involve-
ment shown by the parents. The teachers feel
that the parent is interfering too much and the
student may feel intimidated by the kind of at-
tention the parent is showing on the academ-
ics. Yes, no doubt we have seen many stu-
dents accredit their parents for the pinnacle of
success they have reached but many a times
too, it has acted in a detrimental way on the
performance of the child.

Academic Stress :

Academics ensues with it a slew of anxi-
eties for the students. There is always a sense
of failure hovering in the minds of the students
in case they fail to face these challenges. These
stressors related to academics manifest them-
selves in various forms and one could experi-
ence them at school, in their relationships with
their peers, at home in the form of parental in-
volvement and also, sometimes through

neighbourhood as well. This kind of stress has
short term as well as long term impacts. Re-
search shows that such kind of stress can di-
rectly influence the levels of achievement of the
students, mitigate their motivation to perform
and also pose a serious threat for dropping out
from school. Long term impact could be seen
in terms of lesser likeliness for good employ-
ment thereby causing a lot of angst for the self
and the family associated as well. There could
be various psychological aspects like anxiety,
sleeplessness and substance abuse setting in if
this academic stress is not counterchecked
(Pasco et al, 2020).

Review of Literature :
Research on parental involvement in aca-
demics

Parental involvement was found to be hav-
ing a positive impact on the adolescents ac-
cording to aresearch study in Ethiopiain 2017.
Asamenew Bireda and Jace Pillay examined
the perceived involvement of parents and ado-
lescents’ wellbeing. The results showed that
more the parental involvement, there were
lower depression symptoms amongst the ado-
lescents. There were lesser adjustment prob-
lems faced by the children in school, lesser in-
cidence of substance use and a positive aspect
in terms of heightened self-esteem in the ado-
lescents.

Durisic and Bunijevac (2017) established the
relevance and significance of participation of
parents and their involvement in various school
activities. They have also analysed various
positive outcomes that one could come across
because of parental involvement. Successful
partnership between the school and parents has
been found to be effective in bringing about
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better communication, good learning at home,
better decision-making and also collaborating
with one’s community. However, the set up
that exists in the two telugu speaking states is
totally to the contrary. There is extreme pres-
sure perceived by the students imposed by their
parents towards performing well in the exams
that are conducted during the senior second-
ary school years. The students spend a lot of
time in front of their books and there is abso-
lutely no volunteering or community engagement
found.

Research on academic stress perceived by
the students

Academic stress is believed to be a part and
parcel of any student’s life. Itis also found to
have an influence on the coping strategies dis-
played by the students as per the demands that
have been placed by their academic lives. Re-
search also showed that one needs to bear in
mind the cultural differences that could prevail
in the management of academic stress (Misra
& Castillo, 2004).

Research on parental involvement and aca-
demic stress

Research has also showed that there is a
strong interrelationship between time manage-
ment, anxiety, and academic stress by gender.
Boys were found to be more fun loving but they
also were found to be the ones who faced high
academic stress (Misra & McKean, 2000).

A study on parental pressure and academic
stress and anxiety of Indian high school stu-
dents revealed that there was a significant posi-
tive correlation between the academic stress
perceived and the parental pressure exerted.
Stress has become so prevalent that it has af-

fected a vast majority of the student population
as the parents are always under the compari-
son meter with other students (Deb, et al, 2015).

This research attains its uniqueness owing
to the sample it has taken into consideration.
This kind of sample is specific to only certain
states in the country as the Intermediate or state
board of education pushes the students to per-
form better in a frenzy to bag as many good
ranks as possible in the engineering and medi-
cal entrance exams. Similarly, parents too can-
not see any other professions but the two fields
of engineering and medicine since time imme-
morial. This in turn is found to put a lot of bur-
den on the tender minds of the students.

Methodology :
Research Problem

As mentioned earlier, this research is a mod-
est attempt to find out how parental involve-
ment and academic stress have a bearing on
the students who have dropped one academic
year and have opted for long term coaching in
order to bag a seat in professional courses like
engineering or medicine in the two telugu speak-
ing states. The study also focuses on finding
out if a significant relationship exists between
parental involvement and academic stress that
is perceived by the long-term students.

Objectives :

e To examine the relationship between
parental involvement and academic stress
in long-term students.

e To assess the levels of parental involve-
ment and academic stress in the long-
term students on certain demographic
variables like gender, stream chosen and
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type of student (day scholar or Hostelite).
Hypotheses :

e H : There will be a significant relation-
ship between parental involvement and
academic stress.

H,: There will be a significant difference
of the demographic variables gender,
stream chosen and type of student on pa-
rental involvement and academic stress
in the long-term students.

Sample

A purposive sampling technique is used in
order to draw the data for this study. Students
who have dropped one year after their inter-
mediate have only been considered for the
study. Students from MPC and BiPC have only
been taken into consideration for this research.

Research design :

Quantitative approach and a descriptive,
cross-sectional design have been adopted for
understanding the relationship that exists be-
tween parental involvement and academic
stress. Students who are willing to be a part of
this research were sought for, their consent taken
and data gathered. All the ethical consider-
ations were borne in mind during the entire pro-
cess of data collection and a few of the stu-

dents were allowed to leave as they felt that
the questionnaire was lengthy.

Tools :

The perceived parental involvement scale
and academic stress scale have been used for
understanding the relationship that exists be-
tween the two variables considered for this
study.

Analysis of Data :

The data gathered was analysed with the
help of SPSS 24 version. Correlations, t tests
and F tests were used wherever necessary in
order to arrive at the objectives laid out in the
beginning of the research. Pearson’s product
moment correlation, individual sample t test and
One way analysis of variance have been used
to arrive at the results.

Results and Discussion :

An analysis of the data gathered through the
entire data collection process revealed the fol-
lowing results:

e Hypothesis,: There will be a significant
relationship between parental involvement and
academic stress.

Table 2: Relationship between domains of
academic stress, overall stress and parental in-
volvement

Per Ina. | IPT FE IFC PE&SES | AS | PI
Per.Ina. |1
IPT 0.646%* | 1
FE 0.655%* | 0.767** | 1
IFC 0.630%* | 0.676%* | 0.658** | 1
PE&SES | 0.540%* | 0.690%* | 0.576** | 0.519%* | ]
AS 0.824%* | 0.908%* | 0.855%* | 0.793%* | (0.818** | ]
PI 0.023 0.084 0.152*% | 0.070 0.054 044 |1

#p<0.05; **p<0.01

{(Per Ina: Personal Inadequacy; IPT: Interaction with peers and teachers, FE: Fear of
examination; IFC: Inadequate facilities at college, PESES. Parental expectation and socio-
economic status; AS: Academic Stress) and (PI: Parental Involvement)}
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As can be seen from the table, there is no
significant correlation between parental involve-
ment and academic stress. We can see very
significant intracorrelations between the
subdomains of the academic stress scale and
overall academic stress. However, that is not
the major focus of our research. We can no-
tice that there is a significant relationship (p =
0.05) between parental involvement and fear
of examination domain in the academic stress
scale. Itis said that there is an innate tendency
on the part of the individual to avoid any kind
of failures in examinations. Generally, those who
have high fear of examination experience vari-
ous disturbances in the form of behavioral, cog-
nitive or emotional aspects related to failing in
their efforts where high achievement levels are
mvolved. However, the results here show that
when the parental involvement is high, the fear
of examination experienced also is high. Gen-
erally, children are scared of failure as they are
scared that they may not be in a position to
match up to the expectations of their parents.
When the parents have lofty goals set to be
achieved by their children and the children fall

short of reaching this, there is a greater gap
developed which the children fail to bridge and
eventually end up experiencing more amount
of stress in terms of fear of examination. The
students may also worry about the monetary
expense that is incurred by their parents and
eventually feel burdensome. The fear of ex-
amination is higher because they are scared of
losing out on their rank and also scared of the
disapproval of their parents. Parents also en-
quire about the performance of the peers of
their ward in the class. This intentional or unin-
tentional comparison drawn also fills the child
with an aggravated fear of examination.

e Hypothesis,: There will be a signifi-
cant difference of the demographic variables
gender, stream chosen and type of student on
parental involvement and academic stress in the
long-term students.

H, : There is asignificant difference of gen-
der on parental involvement and academic
stress

Table 2: Table showing association between
GENDER and parental involvement and aca-
demic stress
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PARENTAL 1 Boy 139 | 3.92 0.909 | -2.243%

INVOLVEMENT Girl 6l 4.23 0.864
Personal 2 Boy 139 | 3.55 1.15 2.7792%*
Inadequacy Girl 61 3.03 1.303
4 Boy 139 | 3.68 1.124 | 2.076*
Girl 6l 3.3 1.346
5 Boy 139 | 3.35 1.323 | 2.146*
Girl 6l 2.9 1.399
17 Boy 139 | 4.08 0.885 | 2.63**
Girl ol 3.69 1.133
ACADEMIC 19 Boy 139 |3.04 |1.304 |-2.435*
STRESS Interaction with Girl 61 [352 [1.132
Peers & Teachers | 23 Boy 139 |3.12 | 1269 |-2.319*
Girl 61 3.56 1.177
29 Boy 139 | 3.29 1.205 | 2.156*
Girl 61 2.89 1.24
Fear of 44 Boy 139 | 3.48 1.218 | -2.227*
Examination Girl 6l 39 1.248
Inadequate 46 Boy 139 | 3.69 1.185 | 2.037*
facilities at college Girl 61 3.31 1.272

*p<0.05; **p<0.01

Parental Involvement 1: My parents spend
time with me. On this aspect, the girls re-
ported that their parents showed more involve-
ment in their academics than the boys. It has
been observed that girls show more planning
while they study and are also more receptive
to ideas and thoughts shared by elders, be it
their parents or their teachers when compared
to boys.

Academic Stress :

Personal Inadequacy 2: While listening to
the lectures I keep on making movements.
As expected on this parameter, the boys
showed less concentration while listening to the
lectures. They scored significantly very high

score pd”0.01 on this aspect of personal inad-
equacy.

Personal Inadequacy 4: [ feel like post-
poning study plan. Here too, the boys were
the group that were procrastinating their study
plan. As is expected and also proved in re-
search studies earlier, girls are found to be more
systematic in their approach towards accom-
plishing their targets. However, it has also been
noticed that the end results for the boys is su-
perior when compared to the girls.

Personal Inadequacy?: I feel like to bunk
lectures when I do not understand class lec-
tures. In keeping with the results obtained in
the previous scenario, it is noticed that boys

| 74
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scored highly significant results on feeling like
bunking lectures when they did not understand
any class lectures. Itis a proven fact that inter-
est in a particular subject will draw the children
towards attending classes. However, if the lec-
ture remains insipid it only pushes them more
towards bunking and this is a natural tendency
seen very frequently in boys than in girls.

Interaction with Peers and Teachers17: 1
get bored with the uninterested teaching.
Boys scored significantly higher on this than

girls.

Interaction with Peers and Teachers19: 1
become restless when I realize that my
friends have completed their study. A very
interesting finding indeed. Itis generally girls
who are more worried about being up to date
with their work and get worried if they are un-
able to finish their study. They are the ones
who make quick comparisons with others. Here
too, the girls have shown significant difference
on becoming restless when they realised that
their friends completed their work/study.

Interaction with Peers and Teachers 23: 1

become uncomfortable when I do not get
the appointment of the teachers for clear-
ing my doubts. Girls showed significant re-
sults on this parameter as well.

Interaction with Peers and Teachers 29: 1
feel the pressure of teacher s strict discipline.
It is generally the boys that feel stifled under
strict rules and regulations. The same result
has been obtained here as well.

Fear of Exam 44: [ become tense due to
the incomplete study of some subjects. As
expected, the girls scored significantly high on
this aspect when compared to the boys.

Inadequate Facilities at College 46: [ be-
come angry due to non-cooperation of the
non-teaching staff. Itis the boys who get rest-
less when compared to the girls on the aspect
of non-cooperation of the non-teaching staff.

H, ,: There is a significant difference of
stream chosen on parental involvement and
academic stress.

Table 3: Table showing association between
STREAM and parental involvement and aca-
demic stress
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No.
7 MPC |64 |[3.73 [1.108 |2.112*
BiPC | 136 [3.33 |1.288
) MPC |64 |4.16 |0.946 |2.135*
PARENTAL BiPC | 136 443 |0.707
INVOLVE- 12 MPC 64 [3.11 |[0.875 |2.116*
MENT BiPC 136 [2.78 | 1.093
14 MPC |64 |330 |0.769 | 2.499*
BiPC | 136 |3.65 |0.66
15 MPC |64 |328 |0.806 |2.126*
BiPC | 136 |2.99 |0.966
18 MPC |64 |3.05 |0.967 |_2.084*
BiPC | 136 |2.73 | 1.029
20 MPC |64 [322 |1 2.006*
BiPC | 136 291 |1.014
27 MPC |64 |3.36 |0.804 |3.478*F
BiPC | 136 |2.82 |[1.101
Personal 5 MPC |64 |3.48 [1.168 | 1.974*
Inadequacy BiPC | 136 | 3.08 | 1.425
Interactions with | 25 MPC |64 |297 |1.247 | 2.904%*%
peers & teachers BiPC | 136 |2.39 |1.289
Fear of 42 MPC |64 |2.64 |1.289 |2.249*
examination BiPC | 136 | 224 |1.106
Inadequate 50 MPC |64 |33 1217 | -2.537*
facilities at BiPC | 136 | 3.7 0.953
college 51 MPC |64 |3.19 |1.355 | 2.862*F
BiPC | 136 |3.68 | 1.003
59 MPC |64 |3.25 |1.285 |2.044*
ACADEMIC | Parental BiPC | 136 |2.85 |1.28
STRESS Expectation & 62 MPC 64 |2.04 |[1.332 |2.539*%
SES BiPC | 136 | 244 |1.269
64 MPC |64 |27 1.366 | 2.408*
BiPC | 136 |23 1.225
65 MPC |64 |288 |1.351 | 3.020%*
BiPC | 136 [2.20 |[1.253
‘p=0.05; **p=0.01
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Parental Involvement :

When coming to the comparison between
the stream chosen...MPC or BiPC, on paren-
tal involvement, parents of students in MPC
stream were more interested in knowing about
the teacher’s attitude towards their ward. They
were the ones who also were interested to
know if any homework was given in class and
were more proactive in helping their children
with doubts and exams preparation. They
would give adequate advice to their children to
select the right informative websites that would
be of use to their children’s academics. Par-
ents of the MPC children also would push their
children to maintain good handwriting.

Parents of the students who were in BiPC
stream wanted their children to make use of
their time in a right manner. These were the
parents who also would speak well about their
children in front of others. Such good words
definitely work very well on the psyche of the
students and make them perform with more
vigour and enthusiasm.

Academic Stress :

The students belonging to the math stream
felt like bunking lectures when they did not un-
derstand what the teacher was teaching. Again,
it is the same stream of students who do not
want to go to college if they are getting teased
by their friends. It is the MPC students who
stated that they fall sick frequently during ex-
aminations.

Those belonging to the BiPC stream have
reported to feel extremely stressed due to the
academic overload which makes them feel tired
frequently. They are also the ones who state
that they become extremely fatigued due to the

busy academic schedule of the college. Cor-
porate colleges are famous for their tight sched-
ules and stringent pressures on performance for
both streams of students. How each one takes
it depends on the individual tolerance for stress.
It is a fact that a certain amount of stress is
good to bring about good performance but it is
also found to be responsible for bringing about
burnout in a few of the students.

We need to understand that the number of
seats available in the math stream are more when
compared to the number of seats available in
the science stream. There is a lot of demand
for engineering stream as there is a huge influx
of colleges and

The students belonging to the math stream
have showed significant difference when com-
pared to the biology stream in terms of paren-
tal expectation and socio-economic status. The
financial condition of their family makes them
feel anxious and they are disturbed because they
are unable to hang out with their friends owing
to the financial pressures. In some cases, they
are also unable to procure the necessary books
or notes in time owing to the financial con-
straints. Itis again these students that feel infe-
rior because of the social status of their family
which is low when compared to their friends in
the biology stream.

H, ,: There is asignificant difference in pa-
rental involvement and academic stress with
regard to the type of student (day scholar or
hostelite).

Table No 4: Table showing association be-
tween TYPE OF STUDENT and parental in-
volvement and academic stress
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Scale Domain Item Type Of Student | N Mean | SD t Value
No.
1 Day Scholar 88 |[427 [0813 |3.681**
Hostelite 112 | 381 | 0925
5 Day Scholar 88 |[351 |1241 |2322*%
PARENTAL Hostelite 112 [308 [135
INVOLVE- 10 Day Scholar 88 |41 1.051 | 3.059%
MENT Hostelite 112 [362 [ 1164
11 Day Scholar 88 [338 [0748 [2327*
Hostelite 112 | 311 | 0853
13 Day Scholar 88 |[327 |0931 |229*
Hostelite 112 | 294 |1.093
15 Day Scholar 88 |[331 | 0778 |3.137**
Hostelite 112 |29 0.995
21 Day Scholar 88 |3.58 | 0673 |2.132*%
Hostelite 112 | 335 | 0824
24 Day Scholar 88 |3.65 | 0568 |2.173*
Hostelite 112 | 345 | 0708
25 Day Scholar 88 |3.11 | 1.108 |2.647**
Hostelite 112 | 269 | 1.147
29 Day Scholar 88 |[342 | 0784 |2.064*
Hostelite 112|316 | 0954
Personal 9 Day Scholar 88 [333 | 1248 |-2257*
Inadequacy Hostelite 112 | 3.69 0.99a
. 18 Day Scholar 88 |3.64 |1.157 | 1975*
ACADEMIC | Interactions Hostelite 112 331 | 1137
STRESS ;"‘hj eers & 5 Day Scholar 88 |3.11 | 1281 |-2.058"
cacters Hostelite 112|348 | 1237
35 Day Scholar 88 [335 | 1213 |-2141*
Fear of Hostelite 112|371 | 1166
Examinations | 39 Day Scholar 88 | 3.07 | 1248 |2.634%=
Hostelite 112 |26 1.255
42 Day Scholar 88 |2.67 | 1284 [3272**
Hostelite 112 | 213 | 1.035
61 Day Scholar 88 |[303 |1282 |2408*
Hostelite 112 |26 1.262
Parental 62 Day Scholar 88 [291 [ 1395 [3.024**
Expectation Hostelite 112 | 2.36 1.184
& 64 Day Scholar 88 | 273 | 1404 |2.745%=
SES Hostelite 112 [223 [1.147
65 Day Scholar 88 |2.77 | 1345 |2900**
Hostelite 112 | 224 | 1239

*p=0.05; **p=0.01
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Being a day scholar or a Hostelite too is
found to have a bearing on the kind of parental
involvement and academic stress faced. A day
scholar would face issues of traveling or com-
muting daily, sometimes longer distances that
would make them tired. A Hostelite would face
issues of homesickness and missing their par-
ents being next to them while studying. Fol-
lowing section deals with finding out how being
a day scholar or a Hostelite has any difference
on perception of parental involvement and aca-
demic stress.

The day scholars scored significantly high
on various aspects when compared to the
hostelites. They said that their parents spent a
lot of time with them and monitored how they
used internet. These students also received
rewards for doing good things and used to ad-
vise them to watch educative and useful pro-
grams on the television. Sometimes they would
also get help from parents in completing as-
signments and projects on time. They received
help in clarification of various doubts they had
during study and also received a lot of motiva-
tion to be engaged in various activities. They
would facilitate good self-development and also
would correct their language and pronuncia-
tion. Additionally, they also insisted that the
children return home by a specific time.

All the above-mentioned aspects are how-
ever not possible with the hostelites and hence
we can see less parental involvement.

On academic stress too, the day scholars
said they were afraid of examinations due to
incomplete syllabus. They often were worked
up with the idea of getting fewer marks in the
examination. The day scholars also experi-

enced problems of indigestion during their exam
time. And also, fell sick during exam time. The
day scholars faced the pressure of returning
home from college at a specific time. They were
also the ones who felt that they could not enjoy
like all other friends owing to their poor finan-
cial conditions. Low socio-economic status
was seen more in day scholars than in the
hostelites and owing to this, they sometimes also
showed inferiority complex.

The hostelites were the ones who frequently
felt extremely uneasy when they failed to re-
member their study and also were the ones who
used to get irritated if the teachers showed par-
tiality.

Similar kind of results have been obtained
by Deb et al (2015) who have done a study on
the anxiety, mental health, parental pressure and
academic stress among Indian high school stu-
dents. They investigated a total of 190 chil-
dren studying in higher secondary classes and
made a comparison between private schools
and government schools. The kind of parental
pressure experienced by the children varied
across the education qualification of the par-
ents, academic performance of the students,
number of tuitions and mother’s occupation.
This study was carried out in Kolkata.

In line with the results that have been ob-
tained in this research, Abha Subba Rao (2008)
in his research on academic stress and adoles-
cent distress stated that parents showed involve-
ment in their ward’s education in multiple ways.
They pressurised their children to perform bet-
ter, they made constant comparisons with other
children, they had huge expectations for
achievement for their children, they were closely
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monitoring their ward’s study environment and
last bt not the least, some of them were sup-
portive too.

In certain cases, parental involvement took
shape of support like can be found in the study
by Hoa et al (2016). Boys with parental sup-
port were less depressed when compared to
girls. This study is an indication that it is pa-
rental involvement that can either make or mar
the performance of a student in his academics.
One should note that the involvement should
be of the right quantity, not lopsided either on
positive or negative way.

Conclusion :

Parental involvement can definitely be a
positive factor that can bring out the best in a
child. Quite anumber of times it has proved to
work in a positive direction but it has also
proved to be detrimental in quite some cases.
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Abstract :

The widespread COVID’19 has made us
experience and witness many unusual aspects
oflife. People around the globe have faced
many problems in terms ill-health, losing their
closed ones, having displaced from their homes,
being away from their own family members in
the name of'isolation and unable to meet their
fellow human beings in the name of precautions
so as to be safe and secure. In the process of
saving themselves, due to the widespread of
Corona virus, people remained negligent to-
wards pets and stray animals. Even it is reported
inmany TV news channels as well as in social
media that many people left their pet animals
and birds to their fate and left them alone in the
streets and went away. As a result of these in-
human activities, those innocent birds and ani-
mals are left with no choice than to die in such
helpless situations.

In fact the issue of animals and birds rights
activism is not new but at the same time it is not
up to the required level of movement. How-
ever the poets do often contribute themselves
in favour the animal and bird activism and ad-
vocate themselves through their poems on vari-
ous occasions. One of such a poem is Jon
Silkin’s Caring for Animals (1954). Written
on the backdrop of World War 1 and its after-
math consequences, Silkin’s Caring for Ani-

mals s considered to be a selfless representa-
tion in which he advocates the rights of animals
and criticizes the inhuman attitude of people
towards animals who are in need of our care
and concern. Another poem of such concern
is Lemuel T. Ward’s A Hunter s Poem in which
the poet laments the death of a pair of innocent
geese birds which were shot by the poet. The
poet who is a hunter by profession sees how
the innocent try to closely associate themselves
even at the time of their death. Knowing that
their death is inevitable the birds never try to
escape from each other rather wants to be
united in even at the time of their death.

Lemuel T. Ward's A Hunters Poem de-
picts the feeling of remorse and questioning his
attitude after brutally killing a pair of geese. Itis
spiritual and inspirational poetry that touches
the heart and soul and provoke the mind. In
Lemuel T. Ward’s poem, A Hunter s Poem
we come across the issue of animal killing when
Lemuel T. Ward did not think about the pain
and suffering of the animals and gunned down
apair of geese brutally. It is confessional po-
etry where he confesses his mistake of com-
mitting a crime by hunting down a pair of geese.

In my opinion, Lemuel T. Ward’s poem
portrays another aspect besides the suffering
of animals at the hands of human beings, that
1s, feeling sorry for the state of animals. Before
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animals died, they tried to instill a feeling of
compassion and love towards animals. Hence,
we could say that after observing the reckless
behavior of human beings towards animals,
Lemuel T. Ward presents the different side of
the coin where he vividly portrays the guilty state
of the mind of the hunter who finally decided to
quit hunting,

The opening passage of the poem suggests
that a hunter is on the move and is taking the
aim at a pair of geese who are in his striking
range.

A hunter shot at a flock of geese

That flew within his reach. (1-2)

Geese were flying and chirping unaware of
the looming danger. Alas! The next moment their
freedom was seized, and they were on the
grounds trying to understand what has hap-
pened with them. Their bodies were hotter as
compared to the sand they were lying on. The
hunter was happy that he succeeded in mow-
ing down birds which were his daily routine.
The poet writes:

Two were stopped in their rapid flight
And fell on the sandy beach. (3-4)

A departing soul was looking around for his
companion though he knew that she would also
be in utter pain. He is not in the state to help
her but wanted to see her before meeting his
fate. The love was pure unlike between the
human beings who do not take care of their
loved ones even when they are in distress.
When the male goose called his lady love for
the last time, she obeyed him and tried to reach
him by forgetting her pain. This reminds us of
the dutiful nature and devotion of wives who
take care of their husbands at any cost. Fe-

male goose did not let her male partner down
and reached him at once. The poet writes:

The male bird lay at the water’s edge

And just before he died

He faintly called to his wounded mate
And she dragged herselfto his side. (5-8)

Even in the state of pain, the pair of geese
were not ready to leave each other. The love
between both was pure like the nectar, full of
sweetness. They know that this moment of eter-
nal bliss would never come back to them that’s
why they were trying to take hold of the time
unaware of the bitter nature of the same who
doesn’t stop for anyone in this world. But they
are not complaining about it either.

The poets sees how the she bird reacted
looking at her beloved. He writes:

She bent her head and crooned to him
In a way distressed and wild
Caressing her one and only mate
As amother would a child. (9-12)

They are beautiful souls who have learnt to
live their life in the present and live it to the full-
est. Death is inevitable but the pair of geese
taught us not to worry about the same and
rather focus on dealing with the issues as they
came. Life is temporary but death is perma-
nent, and the pair of geese are happy that now
they can spend more time with each other with-
out any disturbances.

The poet was witnessing something very
unusual that he does not witness in his daily life.
He was witnessing the true love and compas-
sion and was thinking that this world has for-
gotten the essence of true companionship. The
poet writes :
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This story is true though crudely told,

I was the man in this case.

I'stood knee deep in snow and cold

And the hot tears burned my face. (17-20)

We are after each other’s life trying to pull
down each other and attain happiness in the
sorrow of others just like he pulled the trigger
of his gun and brought the beautiful creatures
to their ultimate death. But now he has learnt
the lessons of life from the pair of geese that
hate, revenge, being happy at the loss of others
and lacking the respect between each other
doesn’t pave the way for eternal bliss. Rather
sacrifice, love, compassion and above all re-
spect for each other would help us to stay
happy forever. The last stanza of the poem gives
amessage that the change in our attitude makes

References :

abig difference and the same gives solace and
safety to those helpless birds. The poet writes:

Hunters will call me a right poor sport
And scoff at the thing I did.

But that day something broke in my heart
And shoot again? God forbid!  (25-28)

Lemuel T. Ward foregrounds that we as
human beings have always tortured the animals
but during his hunting, a pair of geese taught
him the lesson of what is love and compassion
while meeting their fate. The incident broke him
so much that he pledged to himself that he
would never hunt again. This optimistic change
in him shall be the lesson for all in treating ani-
mals. Itis a therapeutic change and we should
all welcome the same.

1. Silkin, Jon. Caring for Animals. 1972. <http://dailyanimalpoem.blogspot.com/2016/06/

jon-silkin-caring-for-animals.htmI>

2. Brown, Merli. Stress in Silkin s Poetry and the Healing Emptiness in America. JSTOR
Vol. 18., Issue.3. https://www.jstor.org/stable/12082367seq=1

3. Ward T., Lemuel. A Hunter s Poem. <https://www.all-creatures.org/poetry/hunter.html>
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The Changing Face: The Role of Social Media Language
in Political Campaigning
- Krishnaiah K, PhD Research Scholar, Centre for comparative literature, School of

Humanities, University of Hyderabad.

Nowadays, social media are dominating the
life of people. Facebook has become notice-
ably widespread among the youth, and students
in particular. Research has indicated that
Facebook could be an effective platform for
language learning. This study, therefore, comes
to explore the effects of Facebook-and other
social media platforms assisted teaching on
learning English for specific purposes, growth
and improved usage of social media has re-
placed the way people interact and communi-
cate daily. Social media allows all kinds of
people like individuals, groups, or organizations
to establish a social network system of friends
and followers. In the field of politics, this is an
attempt to find out the role of social media lan-
guage in election campaigning in India with spe-
cial reference to General Elections 2014-2019.
In a democratic country like India, social me-
dia has become an integral part of political com-
munications during election campaigning. This
new way of campaigning during elections plays
an important role to attract voters. Social me-
dia has given new platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, Google+, What Sapp, YouTube,
Instagram, etc. to the political parties, politi-
cians and the voters, these are becoming an
easy tool for the political leaders to approach
and communicate with their voters. Social me-
dia permits candidates to share, post, comment,
and their views during elections and making
them more direct participation to their voters.
These new tools or platforms seem a new area

for research. Firstly, to find out the term of so-
cial media language, secondly, the general
meaning of political campaigning, thirdly, uses
of'social media in Indian election campaigning
with reference to previous General Elections
and lastly conclusions.

Keywords : Social media, election cam-
paigning, political language, Social Networks,
General Elections.

Introduction :
The Evolution of Language Used in Social
Media :

What is social media? Social media is any
media of communication that allows users to
create or share content with other people in
their network. Over the past two decades so-
cial media has grown in size and popularity. All
over the world people are messaging each other
through instant messaging applications like
“Kik and “Facebook Messenger” like “Snap
chat”, and tagging each other in various memes
on Facebook and Instagram. With the recent
introduction of social media, communicating
with people has become easier than ever. With
the push of a button, people can communicate
with others across the globe in an instant. With
the invention of social media, a new pseudo-
language has been created; using words like
“LOL, ROFL, and, LMAQO” and sayings like
“Hit me up, what’s the move? And Sliding into
the DM’s”, and sending Emoji’s such as. All
these words have different meaning now than
they did 20 years. Ultimately, social media has
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changed how we as a society communicate in
the modern age, but with the strengthened com-
munication over the internet over the recent
years, our face to face conversation skills have
fallen short.

Understanding the language of social me-
dia;

All languages naturally evolve over time.
Depending on the social, economic and politi-
cal situation languages change and adapt to the
situation. Each generation has its own nuances
and phrases that contribute to the identity of
that time as do different social groups. It’s noth-
ing new that people complain about change in
language. Linguistic purism existed for centu-
ries, and describes the notion of believing one
form of language is superior to others.

I recently read an article about why it’s time
to stop worrying about the ‘decline’ of the En-
glish language because it’s just part of the natu-
ral cycle of language and it got me thinking.
Social media is often seen as such a huge nega-
tive part of today’s society, notably because of
its ‘impact’ on language, but as far as language
goes is it not just one of the ‘social’ factors in-
volved in the natural language change?

Understanding this change, however, is im-
portant for the modern day marketer. The way
that language is used and the way that people
communicate with each other on such a promi-
nent marketing channel is something that a mar-
keter can’t ignore. By studying the trends and
social interactions involved in language on so-
cial media can help to understand our audiences
and the best way to join in the conversation.

The use of emoji’s :
A prominent and interesting part of language
on social media is the use of emojis. Emojis

can be used to represent emotions and ideas
but also objects, places, and various other situ-
ations and were created in Japan in the 1990s
Emojis are now used more than ever, with more
than 700 million used each day on Facebook
alone! Thus, their importance can’t be denied
or ignored.

What can we learn from the use of emojis?
Some say that, in fact, emojis constitute a lan-
guage of their own. This is a bit of a stretch as
more often than not they are used with other
text. But they do act as a visual form of com-
munication in their own right. Adding a ‘laugh-
ing crying face’ emoji to your response than
completely change the meaning, for example.
And some emojis have a whole multitude of
connotations attached to them just like differ-
ent words and phrases.

As amarketer, understanding when and how
we can use emojis to resonate with our audi-
ence can be make or break for the success of
content. Is it appropriate to use emojis? Could
it make your message more attractive? Does it
change the meaning of your text or add some-
thing else? When writing social media content,
it can be beneficial to think about what emojis
you are going to use.

Hashtags :

Another prominent element of social media
is the use of hashtags. Understanding when to
use hashtags, how to use then, and how many
ofthem to use is a science in its own right! Each
platform has unspoken rules about the using
hashtags that we are all expected to know. Too
many hashtags on Facebook or Twitter can be
seen as unprofessional and spammy, yet on
Instagram we see the use of multiple hashtags
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on every post. Why is it so important for the
marketer to understand the use of hashtags?
Aside from the fact that using hashtags appro-
priately can drastically increase your organic
reach on social media, they can also change
the tone and message of your copy.

Using hashtags in the middle of a sentence,
for example, can be seen negatively. Or, using
too generic hashtags such as #likeforalike. Be-
fore social media, hashtags didn’t exist. Now,
the world of social media almost revolves
around them! As a marketer, understanding the
use of hashtags in your industry and how you
can use them to your advantage without mak-
ing your post seem too spammy is a delicate
but important balance to strike.

Abbreviations and text speaks :

In the world we live in, everything moves at
such a fast pace and this is reflected in the lan-
guage we use. Abbreviations are used every-
where, and some have even evolved to have
new connotations past their original meaning.
Take ‘lol’ for example, originally it described
the notion of ‘laugh out loud’ but now it is some-
times used at the end of a statement to soften it
slightly, rarely with the intention of actually
showing laughter. Other abbreviations used are
things like “imo’ which means in my opinion but
is universally recognised as such. The use of
abbreviations has increased largely due to Twit-
ter and the character limit on Tweets. Interest-
ingly, though, the character limit increased a
couple of years ago and the introduction of
threads means that people can express longer
thoughts than ever before. This has impact on
the use of abbreviations in social media

Adapting your tone to the platform
Social media is obviously an umbrella term

for different platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, etc. and whilst it
is often discussed as one entity, the different
platforms have their own social rules and con-
sequently their own set of language nuances.
Twitter is known for its short and snappy con-
tent whilst long, story-telling captions are cur-
rently very popular on Instagram. Knowing the
type of content that best suits each channel is
important for a marketer and understanding the
differences in language use is also important.

The language of social media is always
evolving, as are the features of each social me-
dia platform. Until recently, Instagram captions
worked much better if they were kept as short
as possible, now long captions are very, very
popular. There are new fads, trends, and words
each week and social media is forever adapt-
ing and changing. It is one of the reasons that
using new media is so exciting and fun because
it doesn’t stay static, but that obviously poses
challenges too. Keeping up to date with social
media trends on different platforms can be a
constant uphill battle. Language changes with
the digital space, and the social situations of
different audiences. Understanding how impor-
tant it is to make sense of language trends on
social media can be very beneficial to a mar-
keter.

In order to keep yourselves in the know,
we would recommend using social media daily
and analysing the way that language is used. It
is also advisable to keep up to date with indus-
try news. Ifa feature is about to change, might
this affect the language on the platform

Language and Political identity
As language is central to all social processes
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and practices, so it is considered as the most
effective tool for (re)shaping and (re)construct-
ing the social realities and political identities as
they are negotiated, (re)constructed and thus
projected in the broader social and cultural
contexts. Since the advent of new media tech-
nologies, particularly social media, the forms
and modes of political identity construction and
(re)presentations are also transformed. As de-
bated earlier that language enables its users,
specifically political actors, to exhibit the politi-
cal ideologies and identities effectively, so the
political actors frequently exploit these plat-
forms to achieve their pre-defined political
agendas. Within the same context the political
rhetoric, specifically the ones that is generated
and exhibited on social media network sites,
offers a new visibility for the researchers to
explore and predict how ideologies and per-
ceptions can be achieved, advocated, altered
and rebuilt through discursive discourse strate-
gies on these networking sites. Providing the
power of social media for political participa-
tion, political engagement and political activ-
ism.
Conclusion :

Nowadays, social media are dominating the
life of people. Facebook has become notice-
ably widespread among the youth, and students
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A Brief Surveryof Historical Novels in Kannada

- Manjegowda. T, Part-Time Research Scholar, Department of Kannada,

Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai.

The emergence of historical novel in the
Kannada Language was historical necessity. In
the second half of the nineteenth century, sev-
eral states of India took interest in historical
research. Nationalism, patriotism opposition to
the British rule, influence of Western education,
searches for new ways of express their experi-
ence and above all, the enthusiasm of the middle
class contributed to the birth of the historical
novels.

Historical clashes, struggles and romances
resembled from folktales and adventure sto-
ries. There used to be no history that can be
accepted. But in course of time historical nov-
els gathered momentum and more of history
has been injected into this genre. The historical
novels aimed at the past and the presentation
of the mighty men and women to whom the
country and honor were more precious than
comfort, wealth and power. Regarding the re-
lationship between the history and literature
McCauley says, “History at least in its state of
ideal perfection, is a compound of poetry and
Philosophy. It impresses general truth on the
mind by a vivid representation of particular
character and incidents ”

Sir Walter Scott seems to have influenced
Bankimchandra Chaterji who in turn gave ini-
tiation to novelists in almost all Indian Lan-
guages. In a way, both are responsible for the
historical novels in India. In the beginning, his-
torical novels in Kannada were translations from
other languages. Historical novel in Kannada
starts with Galaganatha. He translated so many

Novels of Harinarayana Apte from Martathi
language. He created readership for the his-
torical novel. The main qualities and qualifica-
tions of historical novelist is ““To write a really
good historical novel, a writer must have the
same insight into character that he would need
ifhe were writing about his contemporaries, in
addition to be able to think and feel his way
back into an alien mode of life.”

In Kannada, so many writers wrote huge
number of novels based on different dynasties
of Karnataka state. Mainly they are-
1.Kadamba dynasty, they ruled the Karnataka
in the middle of A.D 3 Century. Devudu
Narasimhashastri wrote a novel based on
Kadamba’s history in the name Mayura in
1928. This historical novel based on the life of
Mayuravarma. He is responsible for the estab-
lishment of the Kadamab’s dynasty. It narrates
the story of Mayura Varma, who went to the
capital of Pallavas to study the Vedas, was in-
sulted, vowed vengeance and overthrowing the
arrogant rulers himself ascended the throne. 2.
Chalukyaru- they also ruled the Karnataka state
in 4" Century based on their ruling and Cul-
tural life three novels wrote by different authors.

They are as follows- a) Chalukya Pulakeshi
by R.S. Sabarada Sathyashraya samrajya by
H. Tipperudraswamy and Dakshinapateshwra,
Parameshwara Pulakeshi by N.S Krishna-
murthy and Srinivasarao Koratti. In these nov-
els authors depicted the wars between
Pulakeshi and Samrat Harshavardhana,
Pulakeshi and the kings of Kanchi Pallava’s.
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3. Rastrakuutaru- from 6™ to 7"century
Rastrakuutas ruled Karnataka. Amoghavarsha
Nrupathunga is the representative king of this
dynasty. The famous Progressive writer T.R.
Subbarao wrote a novel Nrupathungha based
on his achievements and wars with neighbor-
hood Kings of North and South. 4. Hoysalaru-
sala is the name of a person. People believe he
is the founder of this Kingdom.

Proper historical evidences are not available
about sala until now. Nrupakaama is the first
king of this kingdom. Vishnuvardhana is the fa-
mous king and he builds many temples in
Karnataka in Hoysala style. He is the follower
of Jainism and support to develop the Jainism
and then he reaccepts the vaishnavisam for the
suggestion of Ramanujacharya. T.R. Subbarao
wrote three novels on this history by namely,
Hoysaleshwara Vishnuvardhana and
Sidilamoggu Kirtinarayana. Vishnuvardhana’s
wife was also famous as Naatyasarswati and
Naatyarani. Shanthala is a prominent dancer
and princess of Hoysala dynasty. The life of
Shanthala gave birth to woman-oriented his-
torical novels in Kannada. They are Shanthala,
Shrivishnukanthe Shanthale of K. V. Ayyar.
Pattamahishi Natyarani Shanthale of
K.Nagaraja Rao. Natyarani Shanthala by
M.N.Murthy and Sametanahalli Ramaraya’s
Savatigandha vaarane are famous novels about
Shanthala. In these novels authors concentrated
to depict her social services and sacrifice.

Kaalacuryaru and Shivasharanaru-
Basaveswra’s period was successfully pre-
sented by B. Puttaswamaiah in the novels of
Udayaravi, Rajyapaala, Kalyaneswara,
Nagabandha, Mugiyada Kanasu and
Krantikalyana. In Kalyanakranti The author

completely presented social reforms done by
Basavanna and some fundamentalist oppose the
Establishment of Anubhava mnatapa, inter caste
marriage and sahabhojana system. The anti-
reform people opposed these new changes.
Finally, it turns to revolution. This revolution is
called as in Karnataka Kalyana kranti.

Vijayangara Dynasty- It is a famous and
major Dynasty of Karnataka state. The ruling
of Vijayanagra kings period is famous as golden
age of Karnataka. Krishnadevaraya is the main
king of this period. In 1929 Verakesari
sitharamashastri wrote a novel about
Kumararama, he used the Nanjudakavi’s
Kumararamana sangathya as a source for this
novel.

The history of Vijayanagara Empire attracted
Kannada writers. The first independent Histori-
cal novel in Kannada, Madhava Karuna Vilasa
was published in 1893 is about the Vidhyaranya,
Harihara and Bukkaraya, the founders of
Vijayanagara Empire. This was written by
Galaganatha. He also translated Harinarayana
Aptes’s Marathi Novel Vajraghatha as
Kanndigara Karma Kathe. It tells about the fall
of Vijayanagara Empire at the battle held at
Rakkasagi and Thangadagi. Later Betageri
Krishnasharma (Annada Kanda) wrote
Ashanthiparva on the same issue. Kumudini
(1913) of Galaganatha is the first novel about
Karnataka History.

Korati srinivasa Rao wrote twenty novels
in Kannada under the caption ‘Vijayanagara
Kadambari Malike’. These were translated into
English by Srinivasa Brothers. A.N. Krishana
Rao is the famous novelist of progressive Lit-
erature. He is famous in the name of Kadambari

| 92

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 6(1), June 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

saarvabouma in Kannada literature. He wrote
10 novels on the history of Vijayanagara they
are: Vijaya Vidhyaranya, Thapobala,
Punyaprabhava, proudaprathapi, Mohana-
murari, Yashodundubi, Abhayapra-dhana,
Teejobanga, Aliyaramaraya and
Pralyaanathara. In these novels the author com-
pletely depicted the Vijayangara dynasty’s his-
tory.

According to Georg Lucas, important fea-
tures of historical novel is “The historical novel
therefore has to demonstrate by artistic means
that historical circumstances and characters
existed in precisely such and such a way- what
in Scott has been called very superficially, au-
thenticity of local color is in actual fact this ar-
tistic demonstration of historical reality. It is the
portrayal of the broad living basis of historical
events in their intricacy and complexity in their
manifold interaction with acting individuals”. B.
venkatacharya was one of the famous Histori-
cal novelists of Kannada Literature. He trans-
lates above 60 novels from Bengali Language,
most of them by Bankim. This was followed
by independent historical novels, which created
an impetus to drive away the British rules. The
characters in these novels were made exem-
plary in order to enthuse the people. In
Kannada Galaganath and B. Venkatachary’s
novels are some of the examples.

Masti Venkatesha lyyangar is one the fa-
mous Navodaya period writers. He wrote
Chikkaveera Rajendra is about the last king in
the Kodagu Dukedom (Samsthana). It earned
him Jnanapeeta award in 1983. The history of
Tippu Sultan transcends the regional boundaries
and it became a national object of interest. He
fought with the British rulers. This became the

content of V. Seetharamashastri’s Dault. A num-
ber of Kannada novels are about the local chief-
tains. Tha.Ra. Subba Rao has written
Kambaniya Kuyilu, Rakta Rathri, Tirugu Baana,
Vijayostava, Durgastamana on Chitradurga
principality. He earned Kendra sahitya acad-
emy award for Durgastamana novel in 1985.
In this novel, he foreshortened life, ruling and
achievements of gandugali Madakarinayaka,
and he fought with the Navab Haidrali kan of
Mysore State.

Until now, we have discussed the novels
which depicted the history of remote and me-
dieval past with devotion and emotion. Many
of these novels embrace and glorify the past.
The sense of revivalism is the dominant feature
of these novels. There are other types of his-
torical novels. They look like social novels but
they are also historical novels, because they
based on historical events. They depict conflict
between the opposite forces and consequent
changes with historical outlook and cause and
effect relation. The progressive writer Nirnjanas
Novel Chirasmarane depicts the revolt of com-
mon people against the landlords in Kayyur of
Malabar region, during the end of the fourth
decade of this century.

After reading this novel one can come to
conclusion that the common man in all corners
of the society, is the seamed and the circum-
stances lead all poor people to solve their prob-
lems, by protest. The main characters of this
novel Chirukunda and Appu emerged, devel-
oped and became leaders of common people
under peculiar historical conditions. Of course
as already pointed out, these kinds of novels
will be very few in other languages. Nirnjan’s
Mrityunjya adds to this. As already said, it de-
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picts the revolt of slaves against their rulers in
Italy. This is an artistic reflection of the first re-
volt of common man in the history of human
kind. The writer says “the cruel social system
which prevailed in Egypt 4500 years ago,
forced people to revolt and such conditions in

Reference :
1. Krishanshasthri A.R. - Bankimachandra

any country in any age will certainly make
people revolt”.

I'would like to conclude by saying though a
number of historical novels have produced in
Kannada all novels successfully depicted
Karnataka history and few of them are great.

2. Wagenknecht - Cavalcade of the English Novel

3. Kirthinatha Kurthakoti - yugadharma haagu sahithya Dharshana

4. Krishnamurti kithuura - Galaganatharu mathu avara kadambarigalu
5. MugaliR.S - History of Kannada Literature
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An introduction to Cumbum Kannada
-Dr. M.N. Mahesha, Asst. Professor And Head I/C, Department of Kannada,

Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai.

Madurai is one of the ancient cultural cities
of Tamilnadu. It is surrounded by the hills and
is called as temples city. The people who were
residing around this city belong to various reli-
gions and castes. Cumbum is also one of the
major places of Tamilnadu. It is situated near
Madurai on the western side about 96 kilome-
ters. Tamil is the main spoken language of
Cumbum residents. Some peoples speak other
Dravidian languages. Kannada is one of the
spoken languages of Cumbum people.

Two different arguments prevail the place
name of Cumbum. The king Kambalathu
Naickmar is one of the famous rulers of this
place. He ruled this place in 12 or 13" cen-
tury. In his palace, he used to sit on a big
Kambal (Kambali) in the judgment time of the
public disputes. For this reason, the place got
the name ‘Kambalam, as a consequence after
a period of time people started using it as
cumbum.

Regarding this place another more impor-
tant and authenticate story is there. Cumbum
means a pillar in Tamil. It is used to fix all sides
boundaries of the Town. Due to these pillars
this place is called as ‘Cumbum’. These pillars
can be seen even now. They are the evidence
to support the above story about the origin of
the name of ‘Cumbum’.

There is one ‘Dombar’, Tombar commu-
nity in Cumbum. At the time of Tippu Sultan all
the people were in a hurry to cross the river
with all their kith and kin. Unfortunately while
crossing, one family missed their child. After

crossing the river, they realized their loss. Due
to fear, no one was prepared to go back and
bring the child back. Then, this Tombar with
all the courage went back and brought the child.
Then all the people asked him what reward he
would like to have for this help. At that junc-
ture, he requested, that his community people
shall be given something or other by way of gift
when they approach others in the village. So,
this custom prevails in cumbum. In the ‘Thai
Masam’ that is, February-March which is called
as ‘Navalachallkalam’ this Tombar community
will go around the town and will receive some-
thing either in kind or cash.

The head or leader of all communities will
be called as ‘Nattari’ or ‘Nattamikaran’. He
will have much influence and settle the quar-
rels. All the people must abide by his judgment.
The leaders or the Heads will have more strength
financially an as well as physically. He must have
the knack of talking which is an essential quali-
fication, to settle the quarrels in the village. One
amusing thing is these ‘Nattamekarar’ will be
given the power, by his name being engraved
on the stone, and hence they are called as
Kallugowda.

According to customs of olden days, the
marriage was celebrated continuously for eight
days. There may be different castes like saivaits,
Veerasavars, Lingayats. But, the way of per-
forming marriage is the same.

In the first day, they celebrate ‘There
Kattrradu’ function that is Nischitartha or
Nischtyatambulam, in this occasion betrothal
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on which day the father-in-law shall tie leaf of a
tree called ‘Purgamaram branches tied at the
place where the marriage is going to be cel-
ebrated. The second day programme is ‘Selai
Katradu’ means dressing the bride with new
cloths especially of yellowish colour. On third
day, they do Muduvu Kattradu function. On
this day, they mixed a pot of rice with turmeric
powder and kept it in their holy place. Fourth
and fifth day they do Haalu shastra and
Maruviidu shastras. In these shastras, they col-
lect pure cow milk for pooja and after pooja
cow’s milk will be kept on the forehead of the
bride.

After Maruviidu shastra the bride will be
made to change her residence. Sixth day is
called as Patana Pravesa. On this day, the bride
will be made to change her residence, the next
day is Pacche Arisi Paniyara that is the Bride
and the Bridegraoom shall have oil bath and
there will be grand feast. On this occasion,
‘Mumti’- the sand will be taken out and
changed in the other pot, just to evaluate the
strength of the bridegroom and the bride will
go round the bridegroom. The last 8" day cel-
ebration is called as ‘Ammikallu’. It will be done
with oath taking in the name of all Gods and
Nature.

The surprising old system is prevailing in
these areas at least among the poorer sections.
Regarding dowry system, the Bridegroom’s
party will be giving Rs 53/- as dowry to Bride’s
party in which Rs. 3/- will go to the caste. Be-
sides this, some lands, diamonds and cows are
also given by the Bridegroom’s party accord-
ing to their convenience. To celebrate the mar-
riage there will not be any Brahmin nor any
mantra.

The main profession of the cumbum
Kannadiga people is only agriculture and ani-
mal husbandry. In olden days, they used to have
cows as their main wealth and man will be es-
timated as rich or poor by the number of cows
he possesses. Later on, as time went by, the
people here cultivated coconut as well as car-
damom and some other commercial crops.
Since this area is surrounded by hills suitable
for such plantations. Now a day, every
Vokkaliga Gowda owns a cardamom estate,
through which they have become rich.

Kanarese is the language of the North west-
ern part of the Madras presidency with the
adjoining districts. Kanarese is the principal lan-
guage of Mysore and adjoining parts of
Coimatore, salem, Ananthapur and Bellary. The
frontier line thence goes northwards, through
the dominions of his highness the Naizam, as
far as Bidar, where it turns almost west on about
the 78" degree and further, southwards to in-
clude the southeastern portion of Jat and
Dalphlpur.

Kanarese is also spoken in the extent in the
Aundh state of the satara in Taluka Tasgaon to
some extent in the Aundh state of the Satara
agency and in the south of Belgaum and further
to the west in Kolhapur. Kanarese dialects are
also spoken in the Nilgiris and to the central
Provinces.

Kanarese is bounded on the North and
West by Marathi and its dilect Konkani on the
East by Telugu and Tamil and on the South by
Tamil, Kodugu and Tulu.

The dialectic differences within the Kanarese
territory are, to judge from the material avail-
able, comparatively small. The most important
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dialect is badaga, spoken in Nilgiris by the so-
called Badagas or Burgheras. It is more an-
cient than ordinary Kannada and in several
points agrees with the language of old litera-
ture.

Proverbs of Cumbam Kannadigas :
1. Kuliyanu ase mise meele ase.

In original Kannada- akki mele asse
nentra mele prithi.

2. Savira pom Eelaaci ondu maduve
maadabeeku.

In original Kannada- Savira sullu heli
ondu mduve maadu.

3. Ondu Maduvena mudicinodu ondu
manena katti nodu.

In original Kannada- Maduve madinodu
mane katti nodu.

4. Truta kaarige ondu mane; illadaarige
Urella mane.

In original Kannada- Iruvavarige ondu
mane illadavarige Urella mane.

Biblography :

5.

10.

Batlakke bandudu baayige balla.

In original Kannada- kaige banda tutu
bayigebralilla.

. Korangu kaili sikkida huvina maale likkili.

In original Kannada- Mangana kaiyallina
manikyadante.

Kanda ottige ondu maatu kaanadaa
ottige ondu maatu

In original Kannada- Kandarondu
kaanadiddarondu.

. Unda manege droga nenesa kudadu

In original Kannada- Unda manege
eradu bageya kuudadu

. Hanaviddre hena kuuda bayina teradu.

In original Kannada- Hanaviddre hena
kuuda bayi bidutte.

Maathulenu mani aaki tuuntu gadiyali
esrumadagutale.

In original Kannada- Matu mane kedisitu
tutu ole kedisitu.

1. Grierson 1967 Linguistic Survey of India, Vol- IV Motial Banarasidoss, Delhi.
2. Madurai Disrict Gazetter, Author Ward-p. 20-22.
3. J.H. Nelson 1868 First Manual of Kambam District. Pub. Madras Govt.

4. Dr. P.V. Kulakarni- Selected essays,1991
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Absolving the ‘Constructed East’ and Congratulating
Europe’s Narcissistic Self Congratulating Tactics in Critiquing
the Institution of Prize — A Brief Study of Prize Winner as a
Signifier of Marketplace Success
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Agricultural University
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Across the World There are many kinds of
awards - International awards, national awards,
awards by language, awards by region, awards
given to particular nationals (awards by coun-
try); there are also awards for literary transla-
tion. If we categorically divide. there are ex-
clusive awards for children’s literature, there are
awards given for fiction (this includes its sub
categories like Crime Fiction, Detective Fic-
tion, Historical Fiction, Military Fiction, Science
Fiction and Fantasy). There are also awards
for History, Sports and Biography and the list
goes on. When talking at an international level
of the various Prizes and awards worldwide,
the following are some of the big awards. All
nationalities are eligible for the following prizes.
Nobel Prize in Literature, Golden Wreath of
Struga Poetry Evenings, Neustadt International
Prize for Literature, America Award, Franz
Kafka Prize, Man Booker International, Inter-
national Rubery Book Award and KONS In-
ternational Literary Award.

Introduction :
After studying the Booker Prize and sur-

veying the other major literary prizes like the
Nobel, Goncourt, Whitbread and Orange
Prizes it is clear that not just these Prizes but
the whole ‘Prize Institution’ is controversial,
manipulative, biased, conservative and outra-
geous as well. If we look into the very defini-
tions of the premises these prize givers have
laid arevery insightful in letting us know the
politics involved with a Prize. The Booker says
“tocatch the imagination of the readers”, then
wouldn’t the longlists and shortlists be domi-
nated by the best sellers. The Nobel’s will says,
“in the field of literature the most outstanding
work in an ideal direction’’; well then in which
direction were the people like Jorge Luis Borges
Vladimir Nabokov, W.H Auden, Robert Frost,
Emile Zola, Henrik Ibsen, Marcel Proust, James
Joyce, Leo Tolstoy and Mark Twain were go-
ing. These are some to mention who according
to the Swedish Committee were not heading in
the ‘ideal direction’. The Orange is only for
women and the Pulitzer is only for the Ameri-
cans. With all these predefined self congratula-
tory regulatory guidelines the institution of Priz-
ing as a whole cannot be granted an authorita-
tive talent hunt platform.

Not just this, the popularity of a writer, the
number of controversies he or she is into, the
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number of copies sold, the advances given for
their next books, the world tours, guest lec-
tures at the famous universities etc are some
pivotal features concerning the author. The pub-
lisher also has a significant role to play in the
whole business of winning a prize. In the present
times marketing strategies are very important
for the publisher. Is the publisher able to reach
to all the parts of the world is an important ques-
tion that decides many other things. It thus
evolves that critiquing the institution of prize calls
into consideration many interesting facts. It gives
aclear view of the global literary field and mar-
keting of postcolonial literatures. Commercial-
ized creative writing has to be tagged in with
the international fame and economic success
of a work of art. The Present article begins to
harbour claims that academia and the publish-
ing industries constitute the economy that di-
rectly affects our choice of postcolonial objects
and practices. The controversies of the prizes
discussed are a result of exaggerated media
propaganda and to hold spectre to get the com-
petition talked about

Amardeep (“An Introduction to Edward
Said, Orientalism, and Postcolonial Liter-
ary Studies”: 2004) says that prizing involves
political dominance. The war for prizes and war
of the prize committees has been lumped with
many classical pitfalls. In his analysis of
Conrad’s Heart of Darkness Said wrote care-
ful reappraisals of the novel, focussing on their
representations of Africa. The conquest of earth,
which mostly means taking it away from those
who have a different complexion or slightly flatter
noses than ourselves, is not a pretty thing when
you look into it too much. Likewise, the West-
ern world’s conquest through prize giving is

equally ambitious as was the thrust of those men
Said was talking about. What redeems it is the
idea of leaning to de-colonise.

Western Prize was a by-product of Euro-
pean colonisation, to be extirpated accordingly
in the glorious and imminent Book Revolution.
But one of the good things that prizing has done
to us is that it has brought the far flung peoples
into contact with European languages, law, and
culture a necessary prerequisite if East were to
meet on equal terms says David Pryce-Jones
(“Areview of Defending the West: A Critique
of Edward Said’s Orientalism by Ibn Warraq’:
2008). The “book™ is both an object of trade
as well as a site for cultural transaction.

Edward Said was an outstanding example
of an intellectual who condemned the West root
and branch while availing every advantage of
the privileges and rewards it has to offer. As
Orientalism owed its éclat to fashion; in the
same lines it can be argued that Prizing owes
its éclat to Book Revolution. Because prizing
expresses neither ridicule nor anger but only
determination to get at the truth. The purpose
here is to reinvigorate the humane and the uni-
versal values without which there is no civiliza-
tion worth the name. The writing community
have an interest in being read outside of their
own national borders. May be writers have this
criterion in their mind even before setting to
write. Books written by writers like Jhumpa
Labhiri, for instance her novel The Namesake
is much more concerned with the development
of'the Indian diaspora in the United States than
itis with the advent or progress of India. Simi-
larly, I feel Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses (and
the novels he has written since then) is about
India to the world than about India’s economic
and cultural growth.
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Amardeep makes a very interesting com-
ment on Borges, he explains that Jorge Louis
Borges has often been mentioned as a writer
who aimed to define himself as at once Argen-
tinian and fully of the world, beyond politics.
Another example that Amardeep gives is
Rabindranath Tagore, who worked very hard
to overlook the damage caused by colonialism
to society, in order to cultivate an idea of a
borderless world. Amardeep mentions Tagore
strictly as an example of someone who aimed
to disown politics or social identity from his
goals as a writer. He also quotes Naipaul to be
one with the above. Amardeep says that V.S
Naipaul is a writer who expressed a determined
wish not to be seen as Trinidadian, Caribbean,
or ‘postcolonial’. But his writings, even includ-
ing some of his very recent works, are obses-
sively preoccupied with his Trinidadian origins,
and his idiosyncratic emergence as a writer. He
is not postcolonial in the sense that he is never
taken much affirmative interest in Trinidad after
independence. Perhaps it is correct to respect
his wish. But that doesn’t stop critics from see-
ing his autobiographical preoccupations as a
symptom of, for instance, diasporic literature.

Combining methods of book history with lit-
erary insights, Priya Joshi (In Another Coun-
try: Colonialism, Culture, and the English
Novel in India: 2002) has written an unusual
account of India’s encounter with English nov-
els in the nineteenth century, going on to sug-
gest how that encounter with the outsider have
indeed shaped Indian novelists in the twentieth
century. She has delved into records in England,
as well as catalogues of libraries in India, to
find out what was being exported and what was
being consumed in the colony. Based on avail-

able facts and figures she has drawn up charts
that throw light on the reading habits of the early
generations of English-educated Indians.On the
basis of such data, she argues that literary nov-
elists like Jane Austin, Charles Dickens, and
William Makepeace Thackeray were read and
a much larger impact was made by popular
writers like G.W.M Reynolds, Marion
Crawford, Marie Corelli, Edward Bulwer
Lytton, or Wilkie Collins, as demonstrated by
the profusion of adaptations and imitations of
these writers in the Indian languages. Joshi’s
speculations on these, explains reasons for the
appeal of these colourful and sensational nov-
els in colonial India form an interesting section
of the book. She quotes Gramsci and com-
pares that if this fiction is served as “psychic
stimulant among its readers.” Joshi explains that
there is consistency in response across class,
profession, and location all over the country for
well over half a century. Going ahead withas a
writer. On Joshi’s findings it can be said that
cultural transmission through the “book route”
has had a profound impact both on the readers
and so on the readers’ choices and eventually
on the best sellers and prize winners. The book
trade also reflects the conditions that generate
realism and those that counter-realism in nar-
rative fiction.

Kenan Malik (From Fatwa to Jihad: 2009)
in his article on ‘war against free speech’ specu-
lates that it was the Fatwa that made Rushdie
popular like never before. The controversies
that surrounded Rushdie’s Satanic Verses,
American Journalist Sherry Jones’ The Jewel
of Medina or the Danish Cartoons have erupted
huge commotion and widespread violence
across nations. After Random House dropped
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the idea of publishing The Jewel of Medina,
Sherry Jones’s agent tried other publishers. No
major house was willing to take the risk. It is
not publishers that worry about causing offence.
These days theatres censor plays, opera houses
cut productions, art galleries censor shows, all
in the name of cultural sensitivity. Language
policies and realities in African and Asian coun-
tries are complex, often controversial and in-
fluence patterns of publishing and writing. This
situation is not only tied to the diverse languages
spoken in territories carved under colonialism,
but also to national and international power re-
lations as well as economic and educational
policies pursued sinceindependence.

The practice of publishing in Indian lan-
guages influences the Indian literary writing,
education and politics. Literary awards such as
Nobel and Commonwealth prizes rarely go to
writers writing in Indian Languages although
they are translated into English later. The In-
dian local publishers cannot cope with publish-
ers like Cambridge, Oxford and Routledge. The
fragility of Indian publishing is an indicator of
the state of affairs in Asian economies. This only
reflects the dominance of colonial ‘English’.
Driving this line of argument towards prizing,
where do Indian Prizes like Gandhi Peace Prize
and Sahitya Academy Awards stand before
prizes like the Nobel and Booker Prizes. Abdul
Janmohamed (“The Economy of Manichean
Allegory: The Function of Racial Difference in
Colonialist Literature”: 1985) argues that co-
lonial acts like Prizing involve critical political
context of culture and history. The allegory of
recognition and prizing is a central trope of an
entire colonialist economy of representation.
Abdul contends that some of the works of even

the most enlightened and critical postcolonial
writers eventually succumb to a narrative
organisation based on East-West oppositions
(59-85). The whole class of prize system and
its perception is influenced by economic mo-
tives even though ultimately not reducible to
these. If we reduce what Abdul directs us to, it
could be derived that he distinguishes between
material practices of colonialism and its discur-
sive ideological practices. Prizing is an inter-
nalization of Western cultures.

Abdul insists that the West prizing the East
is an act of Europe’s narcissistic self recogni-
tion. Writers, ’highly critical of imperialist ex-
ploitation are sometimes sucked into the vor-
tex of ‘constructed East’'model because the
writer is seduced by colonial privileges and
profits and forced by various ideological fac-
tors to conform to the prevailing racial and cul-
tural preconceptions. Some post-colonial writ-
ers like Naipaul are also seduced in this way.
claims Abdul Janmohamed. He argues, writers
of ‘symbolic text’ are more aware of the inevi-
table necessity of using the native as a media-
tor of European desires. Grounded more firmly
and securely in the egalitarian imperatives of
Western societies, these authors tend to be
more open to a modifying dialectic of self and
other. They are willing to examine the specific
and cultural differences between Europeans
and natives and to reflect on the efficacyof Eu-
ropean values, assumptions, and habits in con-
trast to those of native cultures. My research
work began with a gesture of refusal and re-
jection of the Prizing System for its lacking in
authenticity and ended with a kind of ambiva-
lent acceptance. The quest to find the patterns
of representation and recognition of the non-
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western world explored the less confrontational
tone of the complex and ongoing relationship
between East and West ((continental) and
Metropolitan and Rural India (regional)). The
true impersonal outlook has to enable us in dis-
mantling the myth of prize giver as holistic and
Prize winner as a true Prizing self-fulfilling and
self-consuming one.
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The Challenges and Job Gratification of Working Women
Journalists in Kerala

- Anjali S Babu and Dr. S.Rajesh Kumar (Asst.Prof.) Department of Journalism and
Science Communication, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai.

This paper is about the level of job gratifi-
cation of working women journalists in Kerala
with reference to journalists who works both
press and electronic media. This paper aims to
discuss the job gratification in the sense of gen-
der discrimination and inequality on the work-
ing women journalists in the media field. This
paper examines the wage issues and psycho-
logical problems faced by the working
women’s, especially media professionals with
special reference to the most literate state
Kerala. In Kerala the male female ration is fa-
vorable to female. But in the same women jour-
nalists are facing many challenges in their pro-
fession. The news stories and news are highly
male dominated and it showcases it in a patri-
archal way of mind set. The media are not the
fundamental cause of the subordinate status of
the women nor can it be remedied by the me-
dia alone. The caused are deeply rooted in so-
cial, economic and political structures as well
as culturally determined attitudes, and solutions
must be found in far reaching changes. The
paper also notes the gender discrimination
faced by the females from the media field, and
the same the physical challenges that faced by
the female journalists. This is a study to know
the growth of women journalists in the chal-
lenging modern society.

Introducation :

We are lived in a modern society, so we are
very much excited to get information, because
it’s an informative and most promising age of

flourishing media. With the reference of
Schmuth, journalism is defined as the art and
science of using words for the communication
of news. Today media emerged as a fascinat-
ing field and also journalism as a main domain
in society. Now a days so many women’s as
their younger ages choose media field as their
profession. Because of that we can show case
the development of women in technical and
most fascinating media fields are removable with
their presence. Media we considered as the
fourth estate of the society. Journalists who puts
their life to collect news and work for the soci-
ety. They report all the serious issues and took
it to the front of the society, reports corrup-
tions, human rights violations, and social issues
and also political violations. In this all instances
the media field is mostly consider as a male
dominated one and female who enter to the field
will suffer gender inequality and distractions from
colleagues and also from the society

In recent years, women have become prime
ministers in several countries, but these are ex-
ceptional cases; in general women are confined
to a subordinate part in public life or stay silent
when the man speaks. They are a small minor-
ity in legislature and have only a token repre-
sentation in cabinets. Public attitude regarding
the role of women in society are major deter-
minants in deciding the status of women. In
shaping these attitudes, the media exert a strong
influence. The media seldom depicts women
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as significantly involved in work, in the pursu-
ance of careers or in public life. The media are
not the fundamental cause of the subordinate
status of the women nor can it be remedied by
the media alone. The caused are deeply rooted
in social, economic and political structures as
well as culturally determined attitudes, and so-
lutions must be found in far reaching
changes.Reflecting on the social roots of
women’s problem, one discovers that not all
aspects of women’s maltreatment arise from
male oppression and dominance. They are
rooted in social institutions and values of which
both men and women are victims. This study is
of the special reference to the highly literate state
Kerala. The study also brings out the emotional
barriers and behavioral patterns of society to-
wards the women media Professionals. Kerala
is a state of media literacy but the women me-
dia professionals are insulted by the society in
some instances.

This project is a study to know the growth
of women journalists in the challenging modern
society. This study focuses on the job satisfac-
tion among the women journalists working in
Trivandrum, Kollam and Alappuzha districts of
Kerala. The present study tries to analyze the
opinion of fifty women journalists regarding their
job satisfaction in the field of media. The pri-
mary data for this study is collected from the
respondents through a direct interview and a
phone call. The secondary data such as books,
newspapers, internet sources and journals. The
finding of this study is fully based on the pri-
mary data.

Journalism is a profession highly involved
with emotion-stricken events, pressing dead-
lines, frantic competitions for exclusive news,

and professional ethical issues. The emergence
of the Internet and 24 x 7 news channels has
made a dramatic change in the role and status
of journalism. This present study mainly fo-
cuses on how the journalist meets the dead-
lines of their assignment and stress and
job environment of journalists in Kerala.

Objectives of the Study :

1. To examine the self-efficiency and emo-
tional strength of working women jour-
nalist in Kerala.

2. To study the social and economic status
of working women journalist.

3. Toanalyze and examine the working en-
vironment and job satisfaction of work-
ing women journalist.

4. To study and explore the general health,
health issues and working style of work-
ing women journalist.

5. To understand the level of work stress
of working women journalist.

The samples were selected through conve-
nient sampling method. The samples, who were
both include married and unmarried working
women journalist in Kerala.

Data Analysis and Interpretation :

Journalism is like a battlefield for today’s
journalists. They are working hard for society,
to share news for people. While they are in
danger zones the works for people without any
fear. Journalists are fearless and most common
character for a journalist is he or she should be
courageous. Women journalists faces both
physical and psychological challenges in the
society because of their media profession.

There is partiality in works and duties distribu-
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tion. But that are in the part of their security.
Women are the back bone of male, as we know
that. So women in our society have to play
twice role.The role of a women and same the
role of a working women. The coverage of
working women is giving an extra strength to
fly over the society with an unbalanced and free-
dom. In working place she has to face so many
discriminations in the base of gender. But she
will overcome from that with gaining of extra
energies from that.

1. The comparison between the gender dis-
crimination in the office and its charac-
teristics.

Do you face gender discrimination of as-
signing duties in your office?

Do you face gender discrimination of
assigning duties in your office?
Area / Normal Total
location Discriminatio | treatment

n

Office 7 13 20
works
reporting 5 15 20
Night duties | 18 2 20
Hard news |15 5 20
Soft news 0 20 20
Breaking 18 2 20
news

The above table shows that there is a sort
of gender discrimination that can felt by the
working women journalists in Kerala from the
assigning of duties in their media organizations.
Gender discrimination, that not from their col-
leagues. The duties assigned for journalists are
same, but in the case of women journalists the
duties were changed. In the base of gender they

discriminated from night duties, night reporting
and the distance cases of reporting, etc. the is-
sue of security is the main reason for the dis-
crimination. The women journalists, most of
them not said there is no discrimination in the
basis of gender in the office. But the said that
according to the current situation of our soci-
ety the security of women is very important,
even she is a journalist there is no security for
her. In the case of office works there they get
equal opportunities like the male one. And in
the media organization experience is important
and it is noticeable. The assigning duties like hard
news, political news that are assigned more to
male but in the well experienced women also
get equal importance as the male get. Security
as the main issues arouses against women. Be-
cause they are not secured that is underlined
by the media, the fourth estate of the society.
And the news were assigned most of the me-
dia organization in the basis of experience

2. What are the biggest challenges of a
working women journalist?

Working women journalists face physical as
well as mental challenges for their career/ pro-
fession. Their day to day working life she must
have to lose her personal life as well. In the
case of married women, the personal life bar-
rier is more than that of single women. Be-
cause for her carrier she has to face challenges
for making her personal as well as carrier life
happier. Most of the respondents said that
marriage or personal life is not become a bar-
rier for her career, if there is a hope of under-
standing.

The above chart shows that women
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have lots of work to do. The concept of soci-
ety for women is, one who lives for her home.
So women must be a Home maker, mother,
sister, and also to become a good colleague in
work place. If a women can suits these dresses,
when she has to manage her all positions with-
out ant disappoint. According to the chart, 50%
of women said that if there is understanding in
marital life, or if the partner can understand the
work life, she can manage her life in home and
office and it helps her to overcome from her
work stress. For women she has to solve all
her problems and also she can convince her
family. The above chart gives the society and
people are one of the challenging factors of
working women journalists and also for all the
working women.

3. Women journalists face harassments and
hurdles from society.

As the profession, women journalists have
to face hurdles and harassments from media
organizations and also from our society. They
have to give an extra effort even to ask a ques-
tion to anyone. They were discriminated from
the society as women. If she went to a report-
ing, she has to face dirty as well as bad com-
ments from people and also some of the people

said like you are women, then why we give
answers to your question, like that.

Harassments and discrimination faced
by working women journalists from the
society
Harassm
Location | ents/Disc | Normal | Total
riminatio | treatme
n nt
Went  to |15 5 20
reporting
Social 9 11 20 |
events
Political 16 4 20
gathering
Hard news | 12 g 20
coverage

The above table shows the discrimination
and hurdles faced by women journalists in the
field of reporting and social gatherings. The 80%
of respondent’s respondents agree with that.
There is a sort of discrimination they faced from
various part of the society, that the same they
live and grown. They are not ready to consider
women as equal as the male. Because of that
women journalist wanted to give extra stress
to everything to get noticeable. If they give nor-
mal stress to everything it will not rejected from
them. So they have to give an extra effort.

There is so many hurdles faced by her and
also still there is so many for to face her. Be-
cause in the society, our country the looking
way to a women is not fully right, this is not for
the full, but still there is so much of mistakes
run around to her. So there is a barrier con-
struct by the people is still on to the society. In
this situation the role of a women if she in the
coat of a journalist or a media person, the situ-
ation will be the same, because this is India,
here what we see daily, this is the one, there is
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no gender equality and there is no security for
her, she is to become a subject to reject, avoid
and discriminate. So in the dress of a journalist
she have to overcome these all and to ask her
questions to people who is not willing to an-
swer your question because of her gender
loudly. The above table shows that the number
of respondents.

4. How women journalists balance their life?

They have to go far away from home for
their carrier. They are the people who spend
most of their life to the wellbeing of people,
who likes her. So for them career as well as
personal life is very important. She has to equally
balance her two fields. Media considered as
the fourth estate and people is waiting all the
time for the news coming out from the channel,
so the media persons can work for that. So ifa
women as journalists she also works as a male
journalist. She has to travel more and more,
there is no time get by her to contact her family.
There is no space to communicate with friends;
there is no hope for her to spend the holidays
or any other function with her family.

There is no proper leave basis for journal-
ists and there is no a correct salary scale. Be-
cause in most of the media organizations the
salary is based on their work and excellence.
So she can balance her life with that salary.
There is no an exact holiday for her. If she
worked in a media there is no holidays for her
and all, but if she is in press she can get public
holidays. So for women the journalistic life in
press is better than other channels. As women
she has to sacrifice many of things not only from
her personal but also from professional life. The

biggest challenge faced by her is the balancing
of carrier and personal life with equal impor-
tance. The difficulties faced by the women jour-
nalists can overcome with their courage, they
said. As women there is so many difficulties in
physically and mentally. She has menses pain
and other stresses from family, etc. but in her
carrier she didn’t notice these all.

They are not afraid about her job. Because
she is enjoying her duty and her works in the
male dominated society. She always thinks her
greatest strength is her courageous mind and
her ability to achieve her life. The support of
family is her greatest treasure. Most of the
women agree with the issues related to chil-
dren. For women the look after of her children
is very difficult, because the tag of a mother is
very important.

The job of journalists is not a permanent one,
itis temporary. It is a private sector. The media
organizations are run in based on rating, so that
the salary scale is based on the reach of chan-
nel. So the journalistic job is in contract basis.
There is no promise about the job so three is
no job security. If she is not will to work any
media organization she can leave that job. And
the job is fully in private sector. For these we
can say that the journalistic job is very risky.

5. Affiliation of associations and the work-
ing journalists act, 1955.

Nowadays there are so many associations
for workers. And here also press club formed
an associated for the media persons who
worked under the provinces of the press club.
But there is so many differences for that aftilia-
tion.
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The above pie cart is about the affiliation of
journalists to the associations. Most of them
they are not interested in any associations. |
stead of them more than 40% of journalists were
associated with association formed in press
club. Through the affiliation, they get an affili-
ated identity card and they are become their
members of press club. For the press club
members they are having programs in celebra-
tions. But for the women journalists most of
them are not interested in that association. But
they are not willing to tell the reason about why
they are not affiliated with associations.

May be the affiliation of association re-
stricted from events that’s why they are ex-
cluded from affiliation. For the journalists the
affiliations are not important. But most of the
journalists are aware of working journalists act.
In Kerala recently women journalists filed a
case against the gender discrimination and un-
cultured behavior of a press club member to
women journalists. For that all the working
women journalists from all media organizations
were joined together and fighting for that.

6. Maternity leaves/ leaves facility

According to the working journalists act,
1955 general holidays, casual leaves and emer-
gency leaves may take by the working journal-
ists. Maternity leave is also included in this. The

media profession needs 24/7 hours work, and
taking leave is not that much easy.

7. Sanctioning of leave by Organization

Sanction of | Percentage
Leave

Yes 895

No 10.5
TOTAL 100

The above table shows that the most of the
respondents say yes, they get necessary leaves
from their organization. They will get sanctioned
from their organization without fail, but if there
1s any necessity they don’t get, mostly there will
be an arrangement of workers

8. Sanctioning of maternity leave

According to the working journalists act, a
female worker who worked not less than one
year in an organization she will get maternity
leave with her full wages, with a proper sub-
mission of medical certificate from an autho-
rized medical practitioner. It is strictly an order
to give the full wages to the women employee
of any media organization, if she goes to ma-
ternity leave. By the act, it will surely do by the
media organizations. If she didn’t get her full
wages in her maternity period she can go to
court and file a complaint against the organiza-
tion where she works.

100
Chart Title

50

Yes No

Series 1 ® Columnl Column2
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The above graph shows that the media or-
ganization sectioned maternity leaves for re-
spondents. Out of 50 respondents 82.2 re-
spondents said that they will get maternity
leaves. Only 10.8 percentage of respondents
said No. this shows the media organization sanc-

tioned maternity leaves for their employees.
Major Finding :

¢ Inmedia organizations there is no gen-
der discrimination faced by working

women journalists.

The job assigning in some of the media
organizations are based on gender, be-
cause of the security of women.

In most of the media organizations there
is no night duty assigned for women jour-
nalists.

There are problems in families at first the
women who entered the field of journal-
ism.

Most of the women journalists are not
affiliated with any of the association.

Women journalists have to take an extra
effort to convey her ideas to the public
in some times.

Had bad experience in repowering in the
period of ‘Sabarimala’ women enter-
ing issues.

There is no gender discrimination be-
tween colleagues.

Recomendations and Suggestions :

Ifitis possible kindly allow 6 days of leave
in her menstrual days with salary. Allow men-
strual and maternity leave for women journal-
ists with salary. Transfer based on the conve-
nience, in the case of married women journal-

ists and allowing transport facilities in night for
women journalists to go home.

Limitations of the Study :
¢ Only twenty respondents are available.

The women journalists are very biased
to answer the research questions.

Research is in the period of kovid-19, it
is very difficult to collect data from more
respondents.

The number of working women journal-
1sts are less in the districts taken for re-
search.

Conclusion :

The research aim was to explore the job
gratification of working women journalists in
Kerala on the personal and professional front.
The finding of this research reveals that there is
no favoritism in media organizations. Women
journalists are consider as journalists in media
organizations. Journalistic job is not barrier for
personal life, but in some instances it becomes
abarrier. There is no common holiday for them,
the wages is fully work oriented. As women
the women journalists faces so many hurdles
from society. They have to take extra effort to
do their job. Most of the women journalists not
affiliate with any associations.

The media organizations treated women as
a secondary in some cases there is some gen-
der inequalities in news room. They are dropped
from challenging assignments or works and this
is by telling that women are not capable of do-
ing risk jobs. But except these women get an
identity from this job.

In this study the majority of women journal-
ists are satisfied with the job and this challeng-
ing profession also. They are ready to manage
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the conflicts. They all are agreeing that night  they were get proper security and support from
shifts are part of our job, which they work. And  their family also.
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The fashion industry, like most business in
general, has been heavily impacted in recent
years by the introduction of social media. So-
cial media has changed the way in which people
not only communicate, but also how firms ad-
vertise and reach their consumer. The purpose
of this research was to explore the ways social
media impacts fashion consumption, and pur-
chasing behaviour, specifically among the fe-
male, college-age demographic. The primary
motivator for using social media is to stay in
touch with friends. Additionally, there are four
critical social media outlets currently dominat-
ing the market: Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest,
and Instagram. It would largely benefit busi-
nesses to focus on creating a presence on these
sites. The implications of this research provide
fashion retailers with a guideline for mastering
social media usage.

Key words : Fashion consumption, pur-
chasing behaviour, Social media impacts.
Introduction :

Girls and Fashion products are like two
sides of the same coin which we cannot take
away from them .The usage of social media has
doubled the urge for them to buy the products.
Whatever website we will scroll through we can
see any of the product advertisement or sales
pages, which make them to go through and fi-

nally make them get addicted for online shop-
ping. Much like fashion, social media is another
outlet to express oneself. However, this means
of expression occurs in cyberspace. For ex-
ample, the psychological aspect to present one-
selfin a certain way exists in both outlets. Con-
sumers of fashion want to be a part of the latest
trend and receive applauds from peers, much
like users of social media want their “friends”
or “followers” to like and comment on their
posts. Social Media also enables the custom-
ers to communicate with companies and also
to talk to one another, which distinguishes it from
the traditional marketing methods.

It is well-known fact that numerous social
media sites have gained much popularity
amongst all people, regardless of age or gen-
der. The world has progressively been trans-
formed into a global village. Consequently, shar-
ing of ideas, cultural exchange among other fac-
tors is faster and easier. The use and conse-
quent impacts of social media in purchasing
habits is particularly a critical area in understand-
ing consumer behaviour. By understanding so-
cial media usage and preferences for particular
goods, organizational marketers can develop
strategies for product positioning. Thus, it is im-
perative for marketers to understand the use of
social media among people who comprise a
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higher fraction of social media users globally.
Failure to understand the consumer behaviour
can present great marketing challenges.

Today’s purchasing behaviour is often called
online decision making. Modern consumers are
bombarded with thousands of pieces of infor-
mation every single day over the Internet, and
their attention span has increased rapidly. Con-
sumers who are influenced by social media are
four times more likely to spend more on pur-
chases. Social media and online shopping short-
ened the customer journey. Social media am-
plified the impact of social proof or word-of-
mouth. This study will help to understand the
usage of social media and their dominant to-
wards consumer in making purchase decision.
It also helps to know about one’s own self on
spending in fashion products.

Review of Literature :

Michael R.Solomon, & Nancy J.Rabolt
(2004), consumer behaviour is the study of the
processes involved when individuals or groups,
select, purchase, use or dispose of products,
services, ideas or experiences to satisfy needs
and desires. Sproles and Kendall (1986) de-
veloped a model to determine consumer’s de-
cision making behaviour with right consumer
physiological orientation variables viz, brand
consciousness, perfectionism consciousness,
impulsive and careless consumer, confused by
over choice consumer, novelty and fashion con-
sciousness, habitual and brand loyal consumer,
choice consumer, recreational and hedonic
shopping consciousness and price and value
consciousness.

Dolekoglu et al. (2008), examined the re-
search in their study that the there are following

factors impact the consumer buying behaviour
are price, advertising, quality of the product,
sales promotion, brand image and celebrity
endorsement.

Consumer buying behaviour is influenced
by the major three factors :

Social Factors -Social factors refer to forces
that other people exert and which affect con-
sumers purchase behaviour. These social fac-
tors can include culture and subculture, roles
and family, social class and reference groups
Belk, R.W., (1988)

Psychological Factors - These are internal
to an individual and generate forces within that
influence her/his purchase behaviour. The ma-
jor forces include motives, perception, learn-
ing, attitude and personality DeBono, K. G.,
(2000)

Personal Factors - These include those as-
pects that are unique to a person and influence
purchase behaviour. These factors include de-
mographic factors, lifestyle, and situational fac-
tors Bloch, P. H., Brunel, F. F., & Arnold, T.
J.,(2003)

Qualman (2009) concluded that Young
adults are power users of social media sites
.They engage themselves with their favorite fash-
ion brands through these online platforms and
consider their opinions about brands important.

According to “Young Adult Revealed” a glo-
bal survey was carried out on 12603 people
from 18 to 24 years old among 26 countries to
find out how many young adults engage online
with brands every day. The result shows 28%
talked about brand on a discussion forum, 19%
added brand related content to their homepage
on favorite social sites.
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Kungmuanlal Seldou (2011), social media
analyst said that companies are making use of
social media sites such as Face book, Orkut,
MySpace, Twitter, You Tube to spread the
message of their product in a relaxed and con-
versational way.

Methodology :
General objectives :

¢ To indentify the impact of Social media
on the purchasing behaviour of fashion
products by the respondents.

Specific objectives :

¢ To investigate the social media and its
implications on purchasing behaviour of
the respondent.

To analyze the factors influencing the buy-
ing decision of the consumers.

To determine the level of satisfaction of
product attributes.

To study consumers preferences towards
online shopping or in-store shopping.

To examine the role of social media as a
business promotion tool.

To analyze what type of fashion prod-
ucts impact the respondent.

Hypothesis :

There is a significance of social media im-
pact on the purchasing behaviour of Fashion
products by the college girls.

Reserach Questions :

1. What are the common features/ charac-
teristics or attributes of consumer who
are influenced by similar social media
platforms?

2. Whatare the factors that are influencing

the purchasing behaviour and decision of
respondents?

. Which retail format (Online/In-store) is

mostly used by the respondents?

What are the benefits of Social media

on purchasing a fashion product by the

respondents?

. To what extent does social media, as a
dominant marketing platform affect con-
sumer spending on fashion products?

Population and Sampling :

All college girls from Madurai region (Ru-
ral/Urban), who are doing Under Graduate/
Post Graduate/Mater of Philosophy/ PHD have
subscription to any kind of social media, and
are active users of social media (on an average
spend more than one hour per day on social
media).

Questionnaire with 38 questions were col-
lected from 100 college girls in Madurai re-

gion.
Theoritical Frame Work :

Media Dependency Theory - Sandra Ball-
Rokeach and Melvin DeFleur proposed the
“Dependency theory” in 1976. “The Depen-
dency Theory says the more a person becomes
dependent on the media to fulfill these needs,
the media will become more important to that
individual”. The dependency theory is ex-
panded from the theory of Uses and Gratifica-
tion. According to this theory, there is an inter-
nal link between media, audience and large
social system.

Major Findings :
¢ Itisrevealed that the advertisement in

social media which impact 91% of re-
spondents on their purchasing behaviour.
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It is found that celebrities in social media
which influence 85% of respondents in
their fashion sense.

¢

80% of respondents agreed that inter-
action and communication in social me-
diais influential.

90% of respondents agreed that they will
search about product related details in
social media before their purchase.

70% of respondents told that informa-
tion in social media about product cred-
ibility is neutral.

90% of respondents buying the product
viaonline

77% of respondents agreed that Social
media induce them to go for repeat shop-
ping.

85% of respondents purchase a prod-
uct online only because they have seen
that in social media, whereas 86% of
them purchase in-store as they have seen
in social media.

From the obtained data it is clear that the
usage of social media network has a great im-
pact on their purchase, respondents in urban
area use social media three times higher than
respondents in rural area and monthly income
of their parents decides their purchasing rate.
The Common features/ characteristics or at-
tributes of consumer who are influenced by simi-
lar social media platforms are 62% respondents
buy a product once in a month. 53% of re-
spondents spend 1000-3000 Rs. for one go
on shopping , this shows that the half of the
respondents spend less than this as there are
availability of good product at low cost. 65%
of respondents are fond of buying clothes, be-

cause that stands first when we think of fashion
and that is the most necessary thing for all re-
spondents both in rural and urban. Amazon
stands first in most visited online shop by the
respondents as they have so many deals and
discounts like great Indian festival and their
delivery is on time compared to any other online
shop. While shopping 35% of respondents pre-
fer cash on delivery and 44% were paying
through cash or card depends upon their situa-
tion.

Factors influencing the purchasing behaviour
and decisions of the respondents are Advertis-
ing and Celebrities in social media; they highly
influence the fashion sense of respondents. 50%
of respondents take their purchasing decision
recommended by their family and friend. Vari-
eties and style of the product attract 87% of
respondents to purchase the product. Whereas,
Size, weight and colour of the product attract
74% of respondents. Nowadays most of the
people become brand conscious keeping in
mind that it will make them look classy and rich,
Brand is important for 74% of respon-
dents.70% of respondents agreed that interac-
tion and communication on social media is also
influential.

As this is an era of online media online shop-
ping is more popular among youngsters who
have many benefits like time and energy sav-
ing, any time availability of products and all
products in one shop, etc. 90% of the respon-
dents prefer to buy in online. The reason for
that is, it saves more time and effort and it has
more deals and discounts compared to in-store.

Benefits of Social media on purchasing a
fashion products are 64 % of respondents
agreed that Social media reduces a risk taking
on purchase and paves way for quick decision
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making, 75% agreed that product selection is
easy by social media as they have already seen
the product. 80% of agreed that social media
has become modern marketing tool and that is
very much useful for them and 70% respon-
dents have positive impact on retailers who use
social media to sell and advertise their prod-
ucts.

70% respondents were satisfied from their
product that got impacted from social media
and the respondents agreed that the customer
image/review of the product in social media is
very helpful for their purchase.

Excessive usage of social media will make
us get addicted to it, as respondents are fond
of shopping, social media has made them shop-
ping freak. 77% of respondents agreed that
Social media induce them to go for repeat
shopping.85% of them purchased a product
online only because they have seen that in so-
cial media. From this it is clear that Social me-
dia act as a dominant marketing platform
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Feminism is a term that focuses on women’s
rights and liberation from emancipation, and
subordination. Women all over the world ex-
perience untold sufferings, and confront vari-
ous struggles in order to have an identity for
themselves. With all the rules and regulations,
and innumerable conditions that the society
forces on them, women have to come out of
many entanglements. They sometimes forget to
realise that they also have an identity, and to
build it strongly one has to work towards it. In
New Zealand Literature, the Maori writer Witi
Thimaera’s novel Sky Dancer (2004), the fe-
male protagonist Skylark O’Shea faces many
obstacles to get back to her roots and achieves
the purpose of her life. This paper attempts to
trace Skylark’s journey towards her destina-
tion for empowerment.

Keywords : liberation, emancipation, sub-
ordination, feminism, struggle, Maori people,
birds, protector, identity, etc.

In the social, political, psychological, eco-
nomical and various other spheres, inequalities
or gender bias between men and women have
been in existence for ages. Men always seem
to have special importance in a family. Women
should equip her at all levels and fight for equality
in such a society. The feminist groups and
movements all around the world have been
fighting for self-identity and individuality so that
woman can also be valued as a fellow human
being.

Based on this idea, the concept of feminism
has been transformed into four levels as of now.
The basic fundamental rights of women which
include rights like right to privacy, protection of
life and personal liberty, freedom of speech and
expression, right to property, prohibition of dis-
crimination on various grounds were the only
focuses during the first wave of feminism. The
second wave of feminism focused only on the
rights of the upper class women which include
the socio-cultural rights like rights to fight against
domestic violence, employment rights, etc. They
least bothered about the women from other
background who might be doubly oppressed.
Then, comes the third wave of feminism which
pointed out the mistakes of the second wave
of feminism. It concentrated on attaining rights
to all the women including women from the
lower class and other ethnic groups all around
the world. This wave was considered as an
extended version of the second wave of femi-
nism.

The current wave of feminism is the fourth
one which aims at empowerment and accep-
tance of women with the help of social media.
The people who belong to this wave of femi-
nism strongly believe that the social media plat-
forms like Instagram, Facebook, YouTube,
Twitter and others will help them to connect
and spread any ideas within minutes. At the
same time they strictly oppose sexist image,
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body shaming, and sexual harassment through
social media. They suggest that the people who
belong to the so called privileged class and are
in a position to help others must come forward
to support the people at the periphery.

Being a proto-feminist Mary Wollstonecraft
in her book length essay titled, A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman: with Strictures on
Political and Moral Subjects (1792) focuses
on the equality that women should have in this
male dominated society. This book is consid-
ered as one of the strong representations on
the concept of feminism and it came out as a
reply to the theories and theorists of that time
who strongly believed that woman should not
be educated. This work suggests that woman
is not an object of amusement and desire. She
also has her own feelings. So it is not neces-
sary that she must focus only on developing her
appearance. They should receive education in
various fields as they can support their husband,
and educate their children in the near future.

Next to Mary Wollstonecraft is another En-
glish feminist Virginia Woolf whose “‘Professions
for Women” (1931) is a work that argues about
the mental freedom of a woman who wants to
become a writer. This essay holds its argument
with the help of three metaphors. She uses the
metaphor, “angel in the house (3)” to refer to
the women who are pure, selfless, sympathetic
and charming. To be a successful writer, one
has to kill the angel at home and then move
forward. The metaphor that comes in the sec-
ond place is the metaphor of a “fisherman in a
girl’s dream (5)” which coveys that woman must
come out of the restrictions in their own mind
that has been built through ages by the society.
The woman writer’s space or “room is your

(her) own (6)” and she has to be the one to
decide what can be done with it.

There are more feminists and theorists in
France than any other countries have produced.
Among them the French existentialist feminist
Simon de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex (1949)
is a book which talks about treatment of
woman as other throughout the pages of his-
tory. This book has been published during the
beginning of the second wave of feminism and
is regarded as one of the significant works based
on its theory. It has been divided into two vol-
umes as “Facts and Myths” and “Lived Expe-
rience.”

The first volume identifies biology, historical
materialism and psychoanalysis as three differ-
ent areas based on which woman has been dis-
criminated. The second half of this volume dis-
cusses how woman have faced discrimination
right from the primitive world till today. Also, it
points out the flawed representation of woman
in both myths and other literary texts. The sec-
ond volume gives a view on the various roles
played by woman in a society due to which
they do not seem to have creativity of their own.
Henceforth, she concludes by stating that
women can also achieve wonders if there is
equality between man and woman provided
they are given equal opportunities.

Elaine Showalter in her work titled, “To-
wards a Feminist Poetics” brings out a new
feminist literary theory. She divides this theory
into two parts including woman as a reader and
woman as a writer. In this, woman as a reader
traces the role of woman in the books written
by men. When it comes to Gynocritics or
women as a writer it refers to the texts or ideas
created by woman for themselves. Like men’s
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writing, this kind of woman’s writing also has a
tradition which can be divided into three phases.
The first phase is the feminine phase, where
women accept their stereotyped roles and write
with their limitations. Their books mostly fo-
cused on social and domestic issues. Many of
these writings came out with a male pseudonym.
This phase is considered as a phase of imita-
tion. The second phase or the feminist phase is
atime in which the stereotypical roles that were
provided by men were rejected and they pro-
tested against it through their writing. The writ-
ers of the third phase or the female phase re-
ject the other two phases and aimed at creat-
ing a separate world for the experience and
writing of woman.

In the long list of feminists-theorists comes
the latest critic Helene Cixous whose work is
titled as “Laugh of Medusa.” It is her seminal
that deals with the role of women’s individual-
ity and the way to attain it through writing.
Woman can read and follow the men’s writing
or they can use their writing skills and create
works for themselves. Similarly, men’s view on
the woman’s body should be rejected and she
must have complete control on it. According to
Cixous, with the help of her body and her art
of writing woman can achieve freedom and in-
dividuality. With the struggle of all these writers
one can come to a conclusion that women need
to survive by her identity and have her own set
of values to avoid having a kind of respect that
is “dropped off the edge of the table, like
breadcrumbs after everybody else has had a
big meal” (WR 28).

Witi Thimaera is a significant writer from New
Zealand who is of both Maori and Pakeha that

is the European origin. He has written many
novels like The Lair (1972), Tangi (1973),
Whanau (1974), The Matriarch (1986), The
Whale Rider (1987), Bulibasha: King of the
Gypsies (1994), The Dream Swimmer (1997),
Woman Far Walking (2000), Sky Dancer
(2004), Band of Angels (2005), The
Trowenna Sea (2009), The Parihaka Woman
(2011) and many other short stories. His books
which focus on the life of the Maori people,
their culture, tradition, habits, lifestyle has al-
ways been an instrument to re-establish the
Maoris in the post-colonial world.

Witi Thimaera’s Sky Dancer (2004) is about
the struggle filled journey of a woman named
Skylark O’Shea who goes through all kinds of
odds in order to achieve a purpose of her life.
Like Paikea Apirana in The Whale Rider who
turns into a protector of the whales and her clan,
Skylark turns out to be the guardian angel of
the land birds of her Manu valley. The myth
goes that Lord Tane had divided the birds into
Land birds (manu whenua) and Sea birds (manu
moana).

From generation to generation the leg-
end has been passed of the time when
seabirds fought land birds, when the sky
dripped blood and when — oh, shame of
shames — the seabirds had retreated the
sky of battle. Then had come the prom-
ise from Lord Tane to Karuhiruhi his an-
cestor, that the seabirds would be of-
fered the opportunity of a second battle
of'the birds. (SD 116)

Karuhiruhi which is big black seashag among
the sea birds tress passes into the river domain
of the land birds unknowingly. There, the land
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bird and river shag Kawau identifies Karuhiruhi
as an outsider. Then they come to an under-
standing that it was not done purposely. Kawau
is taken by Karuhiruhi to its place to host the
rivershag as their guest. But, Kawau after eat-
ing their food states that their eels taste much
better than what is offered in the domain of the
sea birds, hence they decide to go back there
once again to munch on the eels. After tasting
the bone free eels of the river domain, Karuhiruhi
and his associates become jealous of the land
birds and they think,

Why should manu whenua live in such
luxury in the forest where their food is
within beak’s reach, while we, the manu
moana, spend all our hours scouring the
coast and the sea for our paltry suste-
nance? Why should their food be so
sweet while ours is salty/ their kai so
smooth while ours is scaly? Why should
the landbirds have been given such
bounty by the Lord Tane and the sea-
birds not? Why should the sea birds be
denied the incredible riches possessed
by the landbirds? (SD 44)

and then they come to a conclusion that “‘Such
division of bounty is unfair. The setting apart of
the Earth into two territories was not meant to
be!” (SD 44). Hence the fight between the land
birds and sea birds begin. The land birds win
the battle, but they fail to thank lord Tane,
whereas the sea birds plead asking him to for-
give them for their jealousy. So, the angered
Tane promises the sea birds that there will be
another war in which they will get an opportu-
nity to fight once again with the land birds.

When the sea birds become aware of such
a prophecy from Lord Tane’s mouth, they be-

come very nervous. So, they also request Tane
to whom they are indebted, on their behalf'to
forgive them for not showering their gratitude.
But, Tane rejects their request by telling them
that his promise once given cannot be taken
back and as a response to their plea, he prom-
ises to send an intimation to them before the
second war is about to take place. It is said
that, “There will come a time when the Sky will
open again. At that time, then will the reigning
handmaiden be required to fulfil the task to
which we have all been ordained” (SD 97).

The biggest task of protecting the land birds
was given to the women of some of the families
and this population of women were considered
as the handmaidens of Lord Tane. “The First
People honoured our (their) roles in the tribe
as priestesses of the Lord Tane” (SD 117).
One of such women was called Hana and the
Great Book of Birds was given to her. This re-
sponsibility was passed on from generation to
generation of their family. From Hana it was
passed to Taraipene and then the family task
was given to Kararaina who decides to go to
the Manu valley based on her instinct which
suggests that the prophecy would take place in
that area where the ancient tree of the land
birds is present. Then, it becomes the turn of
Turitumanareti who passes it to Jane. From
Jane, it is given to the current generation of pro-
tectors who are the sisters identified as Hoki
and Bella. Hoki says that,

We are descended from the first
handmaiden, Hana. Thousands of years
ago, she appointed the sisterhood of
handmaidens to take upon themselves the
task to look after the forest, the birds of
the forest and, in particular, theknowledge
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about the first battle of the birds and the
prophecies surrounding it. All this knowl-
edge was written into the Great Book of
Birds. It was important to make sure
that the story was preserved so that,
when the time of the opening of the sky
arrived, the handmaidens of this genera-
tion would know how to deal with it. The
mission of keeping the lore of the Great
Book of Birds alive was passed from one
generation to the next, from mother to
daughter (SD 117).

These protectors of the land birds search
for ways to save the birds without any wars.
They get to meet a young woman called Sky-
lark O’shea who comes to their place as a tour-
istand is pulled into their life, who turns out to
be the next protector of the young generation.
To their surprise, they come to a realization that
Skylark O’Shea is none other than their very
own sister Agnes’s daughter who left their Maori
clan years back due to her relationship and
marriage to a European (Pakeha) person called
Darren. Bella states that “Skylark is the one,
She’s our mokopuna” (SD 241) and then the
greatest task of saving the land birds by alert-
ing them about the prophecy that is going to
take place is done by Skylark O’Shea.

Skylark O’Shea is attacked thrice even be-
fore she gets to know that she is going to be
the protector of the birds. In the beginning when
she and her mother Cora Edwards are on their
way to Tuapa for a holida, a sea shag chases
them only to end in futile as they escape. In the
second occasion, when Skylark goes on a walk
near the port of the sea, she is attacked by a
skua and is saved by a fisherman named Mitch
Mahana. On the next day, when she goes on

shopping with Hoki, she is charged by a group
of birds which are headed by Kawanatanga.
This time she is saved by Hoki who is the cur-
rent protector of the birds. Though all these
minor hurdles come through her way, she fights
to go past the situation.

Skylark gets to know that the birds and her
mother Cora Edwards are connected with each
other as her mother has burnt the tree of the
land birds. She says: “Not unless I go back in
Time to ask the landbirds to forgive her for
burning down their sacred tree” (SD 126). So,
Skylark decides to go on a venture to save her
mother as well as the birds. Bella and Hoki tell
her that she can save them only by getting hold
of the book that is written by the tribal groups
from the north titled Apocrypha which is the
testament of the Great book of birds. Skylark
and Arnie decide to go in search of the book.
Hoki gives them a hawk and sends them. They
go to a palace called Parengarenga to meet a
person called Birdy who is believed to have
the book. When they reach there, they meet
Godwits or the shore birds and Birdy tells them
that she has given the book to Joe. Birdy gives
a Godwit’s feather to Skylark, and Arnie takes
one by himself and then they continue their ex-
pedition to meet Joe.

Joe takes them to a house in an island and
then she gives her the Apocrypha and a beak.
During their presence there, they are attacked
by many birds, which shout “Disobey the law!
Cross over into the territory of the forest birds!
Kill the chick! Kill her protectors too!”” (SD
192). Fortunately they are saved by the par-
rots called Flash Harry and Carmen. They con-
tinue their expedition to the Maori Language
centre to meet a person called Deedee. On
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reaching there they come to know that she
passed away and her granddaughter Charlotte
offers to help them in their venture. With the
support of the helicopter and parachutes of the
Nelson Air Charters, she helps them to reach
the Cathedral of Birds. Skylark realises that this
is just the “beginning of her journey” (SD 221)
and has a long way to go.

Skylark sees a symbol of a giant bird whose
wings are stretched with open beak and claws,
as if it is going for an attack and then she,
“placed the feather which Birdy had given her
on the left wing of the symbol. The beak from
Joe, she put on the beak of the carved bird.
She decided to leave the claw given to her by
Hoki around her neck (SD 221).

Once they are ready to travel into the time
portal, they themselves turn into birds and then
they get through the time portal to meet the
ancestors of the land birds. Skylark and Arnie
get to see the parliament of the birds in their
sacred tree in the other side of the time portal.
Initially, the birds are suspicious of them, but
then when the birds look at the pendant of a
claw with Skylark that was offered to her by
Hoki, they accept them. Kawanatanga, a
seashag who is the future generation of the sea
birds is also there to help his birds during the

Works Cited :

war. In the ensuing war, Skylark with the sup-
port of Arnie kills many sea birds including
Kawanatanga or the seashag.

After the war when they are about to go
back into the time portal, Skylark is caught by
Pouakai which is a big ogre bird. But Arnie
escapes from the portal, gets help from Hoki
and gets back to Manu valley. Her mother Cora
is back to normal and she wants to go back
home. Skylark decides to remain there with
Arnie so that she can take care of the birds
after her ancestors Bella and Hoki who isin a
form of a bird. As the New Zealand poet and
novelist Lang Leave’s words suggests:

She has been feeling it for awhile — that
sense of awakening. There is a gentle age sim-
mering insider her, and it is getting stronger by
the day. She will hold it close to her — she will
nurture it and let it grow. She won’t let anyone
take it away from her. It is her rocket fuel and
finally she is going places. She can feel it down
to her very core-this is her time. She will not
only climb mountains — she will move them
too. (qtd. Leav, Lang 43)

Skylark has identified the purpose of her life
and she has gone through immense struggle to
finally achieve it.
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Ifthe economy is well developed in modern
India today it is not superfluous because our
forefathers created us with the right structure
and laid the foundation for it because of our
former economist J.C Kumarappa. The rural
economy he guided is the greatest immortal
wealth of our country no matter what modern
industries come up with there has been a slight
increase in savings as our farming system has
become obsolete., J.C. Kumarappa had a vi-
sion of nation-building through evolving unique
and innovative strategies which are more ap-
propriate to Indian social settings. His angle of
vision was directly connected to the poor and
downtrodden, women agricultural labor and
small formers, etc... With the knowledge, he
gained in the USA and London his concern to-
wards Indian fellow beings made him draft an
incomparable plan of action for holistic and
balanced development in all the sectors in rural
India highlighting the core concept of J.C.
Kumarappa for rural development such as ag-
riculture, village industries, and rural adminis-
tration, etc... which were so for sidelined by
the several governments but these proposed
programs are very much relevant to contem-
porary India.

Keywords : Micro-Study, Modern India,
Gandhian Economy, Green Economy, Suitable
Economy,

Introduction :
Born on 4" January 1892, in Thanjavur he

completed his schoolings in Doveton College,
Madras and pursued his higher studies in USA
where he did his M.A Economics degree at
Colombia University after five years of appren-
ticeship in London. He qualified as an incorpo-
rated accountant and was enrolled as Charted
Accountancy Course (FSAA). He returned to
India in 1919 and set up practice as an auditor
in Bombay. His firm was Cornelius and Davar.
He was also vice-principal and part Time pro-
fessor in Davar’s college of commerce. He was
awesternized Indian. After ten years of prac-
tice, he went back to USA for further studies in
Economics at Colombia which is said to be the
turning point. His intensive study of Indian fi-
nance revolutionized his mental outlook. He
wrote arevolutionary thesis on ‘Indian Finance’
which he wanted to publish in India after his
return. On the suggestion of his friend, he sub-
mitted the thesis first to Gandhiji. Impressed
by the content of the thesis, Gandhiji he pub-
lished the thesis in his Young India in weekly.

After establishing good relationship with
Gandhiji, he dropped the idea of continuing the
old auditor profession though it fetched name
and fame along with money. The lucrative pro-
fession had not attracted for him in any way.
He then becomes a patriot. He was assigned
to conduct survey on the economic conditions
of a group of 50 villages in the state of Gujarat.
Then he was given the onerous task of editor
to Young India when Gandhiji was in jail due to
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his salt Satyagraha movement. He then be-
comes a full time national servant to work for
the betterment of the down trodden masses of
rural India. He had been a leading authority on
Gandhian economics and also general secre-
tary of the all India village industries associa-
tion since its inception. He was the member of
various committees such as national planning
committees and its sub committees, the eco-
nomic Programme Committee of the All India
Congress Committee and the Agrarian Reforms
Committee. Above all, he was the exception-
ally qualified to interpret Gandhiji economic and
social ideology.

Kumarappa was very close to Mahatma
Gandhi. He authored a book, Primary Rural
Economic Development, in which he aspired
to achieve rural economic development, J C.
Kumarappa explores that the best economy
was the best way to live in the village, with the
aim of plowing and cultivating the land with only
the labor of the people and selling the product
available in it and plowing and re-cultivating
with the income available on it.

J. C. Kumarappa thought that people should
advance the village in their own economic de-
velopment as they did not have the facility to
buy new goods at a time when industries like
modern technology and tractor were highly
developed. JC Kumarappa was the one laid
the foundation for the well-being of the villag-
ers by believing it to be true as Gandhiji said
that the “Real India is in the villages™.

The concept of village development such as
selfreliant, self sufficient, welfare of all which
were advocated by the Gandhiji and his fol-
lowers were sidelined by the central govern-
ment run by the congress particularly after as-

sassination of Mahatma Gandhi. It is now
realised that even after 63 years of indepen-
dence the problems faced by Indian at the time
independence are remaining unchanged. Par-
ticularly the problems like poverty, unemploy-
ment, starvation to death, rural to urban migra-
tion, religious riots, cast clashes and racial con-
flict etc..... Had the government both at the
central and the state genuinely implemented the
ideology of J.C.Kumarappa, many rural socio-
economic and religious problems that all cur-
rently existing would have been averted.

Now let us see the vision of J.C. Kumarappa
on Rural Development.

Gandhian Economy :

“There can be no greater sadness than the
fact that many people in Tamil Nadu are un-
aware of the JC Kumarappa”. Gandhian
Economy is celebrated all over the world to-
day. It was Dr. J.C.Kumarappa recorded what
Gandhian Economics meant under the name
“Sustainable Economy” and was prefaced by
his Mahathma Gandhiji. They were so close
that the race could not be divided as to whether
Kumarappa was attracted by Gandhiji or not
by Gandhiji’s ideas. When Gandhiji goes to jail,
he was hand over the responsibility of editing
his newspapers like ‘Young India’ and ‘Harijan’
to Kumarappa. However, can understand how
much Gandhiji believed in him. Before embark-
ing on the Thandi pilgrimage in 1931, Gandhiji
encouraged Kumarappa to continue writing for
the Young India newspaper and told him that
he would be its editor after his imprisonment.
Thus, Kumarappa became the editor of the
Young India newspaper and his continuously
fiery writings gave him one and a half'years in
prison in 1931, but fortunately he was released
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two days later due to the Gandhi-Irwin Pact.
The Indian National Congress in Karachi ap-
pointed a select committee to look into the fi-
nancial obligations of Great Britain based on
Kumarappa’s thesis, and he was appointed as
the coordinator of the committee. The echo of
the report was so strong in the financial mar-
kets that it affected the London market hard at
the time of its release.

Rural Development :

Gandhian ideology of Economic develop-
ment in general and rural development in par-
ticular had not gained significance as that of his
contribution in the fighting against Britishers for
political freedom. Being direct follower of
Gandhiji for his ideology, J.C. Kumarappa’s
policies were also set aside by the congress
government the then ruling party after indepen-
dence. His economic policies and ideology was
direct opposition of the congress government.
First Prime Minister of India Pandit Jawagarlal
Nehru, advocated heavy industries based on
the borrowed high technologies, advisers capi-
tal and unequal international trade. J.C.
Kumarappa vehemently opposed these poli-
cies as they bound to generate lopsidedness
and destruction of small scale industries in rural
India.

Green Economy and Green Democracy :
Currently engaging in discussions around the
world on green ‘Democracy’ and ‘Green
Economy’ in Climate Change, Global topics
include warming and the effects of green house
gases. “The Kyoto Protocol was formally
signed in 1997 Discussions on the effect, sus-
tainable development in 2005 (Alternative de-
velopment visualized by Gandhi, and
Kumarappa) have gained extra momentum. In

the political arena, Concepts such as ‘Green
Politics’ and ‘Green Parties” have emerged, al-
though they operate from behind as NTN-gov-
ernment organizations, voluntary organizations
and development organizations. This situation
was most evident in some parts of Europe and
other developed countries.

Kumarappa’s Social Economy :

Following the book “Achievement and
Teachings of Jesus” by J.C Kumarappa in En-
glish, compile some of his essays Dr. M. B.
Kurusami has published a book entitled ‘True
Religion’. As he mentioned in his preface, we
can see two special elements in Dr.
Kumarappa’s religious thought. One is the ap-
proach to how to examine religious morality.
Second, religion is a system of living, not a sys-
tem of evidence and worship!

If we think that this is a missionary book
written by JC Kumarappa about the Bible or
about Jesus, we will be deceived. This book is
a social thought that reveals some of the great-
ness that the Bible and Jesus Christ felt for so-
ciety.

¢ “What good is aman ifhe gains the whole

world but loses his soul? What will man

give in exchange for his soul” (Matthew:
XVI126)

¢ “He walks in darkness does not know
where he is going”(John: XII 35)

¢ “To whom much is given, much is to be
expected” (Luke: XII148). and

From many biblical quotations, Kumarappa
seeks to convey the true morals that society
needs.

Kumarappa completed Chartered Accoun-
tant in London. He earned millions in Bombay

| 127

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 6(1), June 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

e

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

at that time doing research. He is also a revolu-
tionary in the field of economic and village de-
velopment. He was sentenced to two and a half
years in prison. After independence, He was
on a delegation to China and Japan as part of
the peace campaign. During this period, He vis-
ited Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union four
times and studied their economies with a new
perspective. He highly appreciated their
achievements but wanted a non-violent kind of
alternative with various kinds of revolutions in
India.

Sustainable Economy :

Despite not using these terms directly,
Kumarappa was a visionary in his views on ‘sus-
tainable development.” His commitment to
green thought can be seen in his emphasis on
revitalization of village industries, village-cen-
tered economic order, cyclical movement of the
ecosystem, an economy based on natural or-
der, prioritization of group interests over indi-
vidual interests, degree of respect for rights and
obligations, criticism of indiscriminate use of
non-renewable resources, and so on.

Kumarappa’s Economic Philosophy and
Way of Life :

During his captivity, he published two books,
‘Economy of Permanence’ and ‘Practice and
Precepts of Jesus,’ both of which were regarded
as magnificent works at the time. Kumarappa’s
work, like Antonio Gramsci’s “Prison Diary,”
has enormous global value. Because Gandhiji
saw those two publications as having universal
worth, he conferred on them the titles of Doc-
tor of Village Industries (DVI) and Doctor of
Divinity (DD) in his capacity as Chancellor of
the National University. However, after his re-
lease from prison, his health deteriorated to the

point where he needed to stay at the Leonard
Theological College guesthouse in Jabalpur.

Kumarappa lays forth his economic con-
cepts ina book titled Economy of Permanence:
A Quest for Social Order Based on Non-Vio-
lence. In nature, species coexist in such a way
that each fulfils its essential function. “In this way,
nature enlists the cooperation of all its units, each
working for itself while also assisting other units
in getting along on their own.” We have a per-
manent economy when this works out smoothly
and violence does not break the chain.

Between May 1930 and February 1931,
Kumarappa served as an economics profes-
sor at the Gujarat Vidyapith in Ahmedabad and
as the editor of Young India during the Salt
Satyagraha. In 1935, he helped create and
organise the All-India Village Industries Asso-
ciation, and during the Quit India movement,
he was imprisoned for more than a year. Dur-
ing his captivity, he wrote two books: Chris-
tianity: Its Economy and Way of Life (1945)
and Economy of Permanence, The Practice and
Precepts of Jesus (1945).

Kumarappa worked with the Planning Com-
mission of India and the Indian National Con-
gress to design national agricultural and rural
development strategies after India’s indepen-
dence in 1947. On diplomatic missions and to
examine their rural economic systems, he also
travelled to China, Eastern Europe, and Japan.
He continued his study in economics and lit-
erature near Madurai at the Gandhi Niketan
Ashram, T. Kallupatti (a school based on
Gandhian education system) built by indepen-
dence fighter and Gandhian adherent K.
Venkatachalapathi.
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Conclusion :

With the technical development, liberaliza-
tion policy, privatization and globalization fre-
quent change of government at the central due
to political awareness of the voters still India is
under the category of third world countries.
Even after the decades of independence India
is still struggling hard to fight against the age old
social problems like poverty, unemployment,
starvation, migration, unbalanced growth, the
state of wide gap between rich and poor and
rural and urban way of life.

Many studies proved that it is purely be-
cause of gap between of the programme and
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Exploring the Sociolinguistic Changes of Kisan Tribe

- Dr. Anup Kumar Kujur, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Linguistics, Berhampur University, Odisha.

The paper explores the changing linguistic
elements of Kisan tribe and highlights its effect
on the traditional rites and rituals from
synchronic perspective. Kisan belongs to the
north Dravidian language family; however, con-
stant and stable contact with neighbouring lan-
guages has brought about gross assimilation with
Hindi and Odia, the Indo-Aryan languages of
the region. The result of documenting changing
traditions in Kisan identified as a minor language
astonishingly presents a dismal reality of gradual
and explicit shift towards the major languages
and traditions. The incorporation of practices
and procedures from neighbouring dominant
cultural traditions has exerted considerable in-
fluence on some of the inclusions and exclu-
sions in Kisan oral tradition.

Keywords : Superstrate, Dravidian, Assimi-
lation, Rites, Inclusion, Exclusion

Introduction :

Kisan is related to Kuroux which belongs
to the north Dravidian language family spoken
in the north-western districts of Odisha. It is
regarded as one of twenty two major tribes of
Odisha. In 1891, Risley classified Kisan for the
first time as a variety of Biahut sub-caste of
Kalwars and Konow (1906) in the Linguistic
Survey of India introduced it erroneously to be
part of Austro-Asiatic language family. Accord-
ing to Roy (1915:10), the Oraons are known
as Kisans ‘cultivators’, Koroas ‘diggers’ or
Dhangar-kodoas in the princely state of Orissa.
However, Perumalsamy (2002:497-512)
records Kisan as a distinct speech variety from

Oraon (Kurukh) and a part of north Dravidian
language family. He further states that there is
no evidence in support of the existence of writ-
ten literature and script system of Kisan. Mitra
separates the Kisan population from Kurukh/
Oroan of North Dravidian group in the Census
1961.

The speakers of Kisan in Sambalpur and
Sundergarh districts of Odisha do not inter
marry with Oraons nor do they have social re-
lationship with them to any considerable de-
gree (Das 1972); however, of late, inter-caste
marriage among the Christian Kisans, Mundas,
Mundaris, Kharoias, Oraons etc. in Sundergarh
district is considered better than marrying non-
Christians.

Bilingualism :

Among the scheduled languages in Odisha,
the number of speakers of Odia is 3,47,12,170.
The second place is taken by Hindi with
12,39,037. Santali is placed third with
8,62,590. The major varieties of Odia spoken
in Odisha are Bhatri with 107528; Bhuiya/
Bhuyan with 31,018; Bhumijali with 34,563;
Desia with 2,25,188; Odia with 3,15,07,158;
Projawith 1,56,354; Relli with 790; Sambalpuri
with 26,29,495 and Others with 20,076 speak-
ers in Odisha. There are also major varieties of
Hindi spoken in Odisha such Bhojpuri with
2,17,55; Chhattisgarhi with 1,26,994;
KurmaliThar with 90,052; Laria with 80,911,
Marwari with 11,277; Sadan/Sadri with
3,46,927; Hindi with 22,366 and others with
30,886 speakers as per Census 1991.
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(Table 1: Bilingualism among the speakers of Kisan- 1991 Census)

Total

numb | Total number of Major Languages of Total

erof | Bilinguals Bilingualism number of

speak Trilingual

ers Perso | Male | Fema | Langua | Perso | Male | Fema | Perso | Male | Fema

ns le gc ns le ns le
Indi | 162,0 | 93,73 | 49,3 | 44,4 | Oriya | 89,25 | 46,6 | 42,6 | 14,67 | 10,5 | 4,09
a 88 5 02 33 1 40 11 0 76 4
Hindi | 3,421 | 1,68 | 1,74
0 1

Oris | 160,7 | 93,20 | 49,0 | 44,1 | Oriya | 89,19 | 46,6 | 42,5 | 14,46 | 10,4 | 4,01
sa 04 7 10 97 0 00 90 3 44 9

As per Census 2011, Kisan with 1,94,716
and Kurukh/Oraon with 1,36,031 speakers
take 5th and 7th positions respectively in
Odisha. The number of population of Kisan in
India is 2,06,100 with 1,02,398 male and
1,03,702 female speakers spread across 20
states. Odisha alone has the highest number of
speakers with 94.47 percentages.

Lexical Changes :

As of today, most of the Kisan population
belonging to younger generation, have adopted
Hindi or Odia as their first language. Hindi is
generally the first language for children study-
ing in English medium schools and Odia for stu-
dents of Odia medium schools. As a part of my
ongoing research on Kisan language, I visited
the primary schools in Padopara, Rojabosa,
Kukam in Sambalpur district where Kisan is
supposed to be used as medium of instruction.
I could see the heavy influence of Odia on those
Kisan children. The children in villages like
Khairbahal, Alanda, Jalodihi, also exhibited the
similar trend of using Odia as the first language.

The regular and rigorous contact between
the speakers of Kisan and Odia or Kisan and
Hindi-Sadri has led the inclusion of various
loanwords in its lexical inventory. The follow-
ing examples in Kisan (Ksn.) are borrowed
from Hindi (H.), Odia (Or.) and Sadri. (S.).

(a) Kinship Terms : Ksn. ajjo: ‘grandfa-
ther’«— (derived from) CDIAL 1348 dryaka
‘grandfather’, Prakrit ajjaga, H. dja, Or. aja;
Ksn. ka:ka: ‘father’s younger brother’ <—
CDIAL 2998 *kakka ‘senior male relative’, H.
kaka, Or. kakd, ‘tather’s younger brother' [«
Drav.: Kan. kakka "uncle']; Ksn. na:na: <
CDIAL 7059 *nanna ‘term of respect for an
older relative’, H. ndnd, Or. ndnd 'mother’s
father'; Ksn. na:ti: *<— CDIAL 6955b naptr
grandson, H. ndti, Or. nati; Ksn. baubsa: <
CDIAL 11175 vaAced ‘bamboo’ [«— Rgveda
'family, lineage' |, H. vanso, Or. bonsoo, Prakrit
vaAdsa.

(b) Verbs: Ksn. lek"-na: ‘to write’ <«
CDIAL 11108 I¢khya 'to be written', Or.
lekhibad, 'to write' [«— CDIAL 11048 likhati
'writes' (Iranian), H. likhnd ‘to write’]; Ksn.
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paro"-na: ‘to read’ ¢! CDIAL 7712 pamhati
'repeats aloud', H. pa/hna, Or. pa[hdibd ‘to
read’; Ksn. doea-na: ‘to jump’ *<— CDIAL
5534 ayatc 'flies', Or.

e)bd, S. doe:a-ek 'to jump'; Ksn. f'ap-na:
‘to pat’ *«<— CDIAL 6091 *thapp, H. thdpna,
Or. thapiba 'to pat'; Ksn. so:c-na: ‘to pon-
der’ «— CDIAL 12621 udécyatg 'is made to
feel pain', H. socnd ' to ponder ', Or. sociba
'to grieve'

(¢) Adjectives: Ksn. k*arap ‘bad’ < Or.
korap, S. kK'arap; Ksn. c'o’e: ‘small’ <
CDIAL 5071 *chémma 'small' H. chomad, Or.
choma; Ksn. ba}ka: ‘big, elder’ *«— CDIAL
11225 vara < big', H. ba/a, Or. ba/a, S.
batka:; Ksn. saKae: ‘with’ <<« CDIAL
13082 H. saEg, Or. sdEge 'near, with'; Ksn.
sahosi ‘brave’ < CDIAL 13379 sdhasika
'bold’, Or. sahasia 'bold', H. sahasi 'bold'.
Ksn. maj'a: ‘middle’ <« CDIAL 9804
madhya 'middle', Or. mdjha, H. majh
‘middle’.

(d) Adverbs: Ksn. sia’"ro: ‘quickly’ <«
CDIAL 12484 uighra »quick’, Or. siahro:
‘quickly’; Ksn. ‘e}*a: ‘bent’ *«<— CDIAL 6071
*trca 'slanting’, Or. tefhd, H. me[ha
‘crooked’; Ksn. sid"a: ‘straight, honest’ *<—
CDIAL 13401 siddha 'accomplished, skilled',
Prakrit siddha 'succeeded', Or. sidha, H. sidha
'straight, honest'; Ksn. pura: ‘fully’ s«<— CDIAL
8330 puira 'filling', Or. pura, H. pira 'full', Ksn.
dire: ‘slowly’ e« CDIAL 6817 dhiEra
'wise, clever', Or. dhire, H. dhira 'slowly'.

Methodology :

Interviews were organized in natural settings
to document the traditional rites of Kisan. In-
formants were asked to describe any one tra-
ditional rite of Kisan and subsequently offer their
views. A general consensus among the infor-
mants came to light regarding the exclusion of
some native traditional practices and inclusion
of some cultural tradition from people follow-
ing the dominant religions such as Hinduism and
Christianity.
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Sl Name Gender | Age | Occupation/ Place (Odisha)
No. Designation
1 Mecho Kisan Female | 90 | Housewife Kukam. Kuchinda
2 Hari Kisan Male 95 | Farmer Kukam, Kuchinda
3 Prafulla Kisan Male 40 Teacher Kukam, Kuchinda
4 Gonda Kisan Male 67 | Farmer Kukam, Kuchinda
5 Laxman Kisan Male 70 | Farmer Kukam, Kuchinda
6 Ramidei Female | 80 | Housewife Jolodihi, Kuchinda
7 Upendra Kisan Male 45 | Farmer Jolodihi, Kuchinda
8 Khogeswar Male 72 | Farmer Rosabosa, Bamra
Chhatria
9 Nilokanta Bagh Male 74 | Farmer Rosabosa, Bamra
10 Nitvnand Chhatria | Male 80 | Doctor Rosabosa, Bamra
11 Simon Ekka Male 90 | Farmer Khairbahal, Raiboga
12 Lawrence Kujur Male 85 | Teacher Khairbahal,
Raiboga
13 Junas Ekka Male 65 | Kisan Raja Laing, Kansbahal
Kisan Jati Maha Sabha | Sundergarh
14 Augustine Kujur Male 50 | Secretary, Chhend, Sundergarh
Kisan Jati Maha Sabha
15 Manbodh Majhi Male 66 | Secretary Lungai, Vedvyas
Kisan Maha Maha Sundergarh
Sabha
16 Agustus Ekka Male 75 | Teacher Badopara,
Sundergarh
(Table 2: List of Informants) Traditional Rituals :

An Oral tradition is squarely depended on
language and so any change in language has its
direct repercussion on the tradition. A minor
language generally becomes the first target of
any superstrate influence of dominant language
in contact situation. When the status of a lan-
guage is endangered, the possibility of change
in language and cultural tradition is high. The
issue of prestige plays a significant role in in-
ducing the speakers to adopt languages exhib-
iting power and respect. It further paves the
way for acculturation and assimilation.

Perumalsamy (2004:84) claims that Kurukh/
Oraon and Kisan are linguistically interrelated
but socially having different identities. In the
Kisan society, every person must go through
seven traditional rites in one’s entire life such as
(a) ‘Naming of a Child’ /c"a"i:/u™a}i:/ (b) ‘Ear
Piercing’ /kan bed"i:/ (¢) ‘Marriage’ /bib"a:/ (d)
‘Entrusting Responsibilities’ /sobpasari:/ (e)
‘Purification of Caste/Tribe’ /ja:ti: manna, ja:ti:
kamna/ (f) ‘Funeral Ceremony’ /mara:n heja:n
te:l paen/ and (g) ‘Purification after funeral’ /
sud"i: kriya:/ (Ekka & Lakra 2006).
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Adequate preparation is made for the birth
of a child. A pregnant lady must be accompa-
nied by two local mostly untrained but experi-
enced mid-wives and a man. Ifthe new born is
baby boy, k"apra: ‘semi-circle roof'tile made
of clay’ is played to create sounds sending a
message that the child would be taking care of
the family as a head in the future. Ifitis a baby
girl, kasa: Brass plates or bowls’ are played
to send out a message that she would be in-
charge of household items.

a) ‘Naming of a Child’ /c"a"i:/ or /u™a}i:/

There is an established notion in Kisan so-

ciety that birth of a child brings impurity to the
family. The sacred naming ceremony must be
conducted within seven to nine days after the
fall of umbilical cord in order to save the new-
born from any potential danger to its life. The
particulars required for performing the first cer-
emony are water in a brass plate, one plate
(made of leaves) of paddy, abda. meru: ‘white
thread’, salt powder, new blade, broken um-
bilical cord, leaves of Sal tree, buckle of
Gmelina arborea (Gomhari) tree.

Kisan

Glossing (English)

hey d"armes belayo,

Hey king, our god,

ihaddu/haddus nig"ae tarti ba:rckici.

This child has come from You.

id"isan/i:ssa:n nig"ae a:tma a:tli:d.

Your life is in him/her.

Remembering the name of each ancestor
depending on the gender of new born baby, a
pair of rice grain is dropped in the brass plate
filled with water and turmeric. When the rice
grains join in the water thrice, a new-born’s
name is derived from that particular ancestor.
A strand of baby’s hair and rice in the brass
plate are wrapped in a piece of white cloth
and buried at the entrance of room mostly used
by the parents. A thread soaked in turmeric
water is wrapped around the waist of the baby.
tarpanoi j"ara ‘special rice beer’ is sprinkled
with figure tip as symbol of invoking the an-
cestors by saying “Listen old men and
women, look after the child nicely. Pain
and disease should not come to it and we

will be in good terms with five hundred rela-
tives.” The water kept in the brass plate is thrown
over the roof.

The members present apply oil mixed with
turmeric on their foreheads as a sign of purifica-
tion, wishing and praying for the child’s good
health and prosperous life. The head declares
that the new born is not only the child of its bio-
logical parents but all the members of the clan.
So, it is everyone’s responsibility to take care of
the child. Christian believers take the new born
also to church for baptism and have feast in their
homes. The feast celebrated with the neighbours
and relatives for the birth of the first child is called
catoi: or uto"aroi:.
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Actions performed on the child

Meanings

Bathing Purification from sins
Turmeric Making holy
buckle of Gmelina arborea (Gombhari) tree | Inclusion into caste

Hair dressing

Protection from any ache or disease

Thread laced with turmeric powder

Waist strengthen and prevention from dysentery

Burial of umbilical cord

Reminder about the certainty of Demise

b) ‘Ear Piercing’ /kan bed"i:/

The ear of a child aged 2-3 is pierced with
anew needle and thread or with metal ring dur-
ing the month of October-January (Kartik-
Margshir). The ingredients collected for the
ceremony are rice powder, white thread, thread
used for sewing needle or ring, rice beer in small
pots, and hamiP latotoa: ‘type of wild grass’.
The head of a village/unit accompanied by two
minor boys participate in the ear piercing task
have to fast on the auspicious day. The place
of congregation for the ceremony, be it
someone’s house or under the shed of a three,
is decided by the head and elderly people of
the tribal community. The mixture of rice pow-
der and water is kept in two capti: ‘leafy plates’
and one leafy plate will have blood of chicken.
The hamib latotoa: is systematically spread
in the front area of a house. Grandfather for
baby girl or grandmother for baby boy is asked
to sit on the hamiP latotoa: with straight legs
and carry the child. The two fasting boys sit
each side of the grandmother/father and are
ready for the action. Two volunteers mark the
spot of ear piercing with a piece of hamib
latotoa:. Finally, the ear of a child is pierced
either with sewing needle leaving a piece of
thread or any metal ring. Gifts are presented to
the child. People enjoy smearing the grandfa-
ther/mother with the rice powder and water.

The blood of chicken is put in the pierced ear
upon oozing blood from it.

Interpretation :

During the fight at Rohtasgarh, many ances-
tors died and some shed blood to save the tribe.
Performing of ka:n bed"a ‘ear piercing’ is to
remind the Kisan people that they must not
hesitate to sacrifice their blood for the sake of
tribe. It is mandatory or else the family will be
excommunicated. It is essential for all Kisan
villages to maintain this age old tradition as the
remembrance of ancestors.
¢) ‘Marriage’ /bib"a:/

Itis viewed as a social and religious obliga-
tion among the Kisans to share the creation of
Dharmes ‘god’. Age for marriage is fixed at 21
for boys and 18 for girls. A person generally on
behalf of boy is required to play the role of in-
termediary between the families of boy and girl.
He is responsible for the success of new rela-
tionship. Following his talks with girl’s parents,
a proposal is initiated from the prospective
bridegroom and not from groom side. A casual
visit to girl” house is planned to see each other.
If the parents of the girl agree with the boy, a
specific day is fixed with mutual consent to al-
low the boy and girl to see each other officially.

A meeting is convened at the boy’s house
before proceeding further. The head of the com-

136

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 6(1), June 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 -

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

munity/unit is offered water in lotoa. ‘a globu-
lar water container made of brass’ on the be-
half of five hundred (symbolically representing
all the speakers of Kisan tribe) people. He asks
the gathering “Friends, what problem brings
five hundred guests at your door?” The head
of family replies “Why would I call you? Ok.
We have to go to (name of bride’s village).
The guests may suggest a name for com-
pany.” The boy visits the girl’s house accom-
panied by one or two relative(s). One of them
carries tumba.: ammub: ‘water in bottle guard’
(water referring to country made rice beer) and
is called KanVriya ‘person who is in-charge
of the marriage’. The other person takes care
of b'andoa: ammub ‘water in pot’ and these
items are left in the girl’s house. The ingredients
required are following (i) rice beer in bottle
guard, (ii) seven bamboo sticks with nodes sig-
nifying seven traditions, (iii) straw rope twined
spirally and (iv) kahroi b"ana ‘locally prepared
tobacco’ for Kandoriya, (v) four rupees twenty
five paisa also for Kandoriya on the behalf of
boy’s community.

At the Bride’s House

‘Engagement’ /lotoa: pani:/

Following day early in the morning, a mes-
sage regarding the night stay of guests is sent to
the elderly people across the community/unit.
There is an interesting conversation.

Head of the village: Why have you invited
five hundred guests to your house?

Head of the family: Why have the guests
come from that village? If they share their
problem with us, we will come to know.

Head of the village: Why and where have
you come from?

Kandoriya: Our (name of village) have
sent a handful of flattened rice for five hun-
dred guests. Greetings to all. We saw a beau-
tiful flower and followed it. We think if we
take, it will enhance the beauty of my friend s
house. So, we have come to ask for it.

The community/unit head of girl’s village asks
Kandoriya to tell the assembly about any inci-
dent happened while coming to the girl’s house
such as sight of empty pot or taking of chick by
an eagle while a girl is talking in the front of
house, crossing of road by jackal, king cobra.
These are considered bad omens and there-
fore, the process of marriage must be cancelled.

People of the community discuss it with the
head of girl’s family. The boy and girl are made
to stand facing each other in the middle of the
members of family and relatives. They are
asked publicly about any type of threat, coer-
cion etc. for entering into this new relationship.
A bouquet is exchanged between them to con-
firm their approval to the proposal. The pro-
cess is called dek’a: darsan or lotoa pani:.
Final settlement of bride’s price is fixed at 10
k"anoi: (1 K'anoi: = 10 kg) paddy among non-
Christians and 05 k*anoi. in Christian Kisan
families or 200 rupees. The relatives of the pro-
spective girl are invited to visit the house of the
boy for baro aotiya ‘lunch party’. It is an op-
portunity for the boy’s party to show utmost
hospitality and serve them with delicious food
and drinks. The party ends with a meeting to
fix the date of marriage. In Christian Kisan com-
munities, the couple need to go to church for
registration to learn about family life.

Preparation of Marriage :
It is undertaken first at the church, second
at the bride’s house and finally at the
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bridegroom’s house. On the eve of marriage,
the parents, one Muk"iya, Kandoriya, a couple
for fetching tumba ammub and newly har-
vested paddy, a friend for the bride, four gents
and two ladies depending on village to village
arrive at the bride’s house in the evening. There
is no fixed number of people but the group
should always be even. There should be strict
non-inclusion of widow or widower and the
newly harvested paddy cannot be carried by
non-Kisan person. The group is called bartiyar
‘designated people to accompany the bride’.
One carries the straw rope twined spirally burn-
ing with low flame. Muk"iya plays the horn of
wild buffalo while reaching each village and also
the village of the bride so that people will be
prepared to receive them.

The Bartiya party is given shelter with hos-
pitality at a makeshift tent. Elderly people from
both parties talk and sing traditional songs.
People intimated by a Chowkidar ‘watchman’
gradually gather to welcome the Bartiya party
with song and dance from the present location
to the front of bride’s house. Before entering
the house, their legs are cleaned with water.
Oil is applied to the legs and turmeric water is
poured over the legs. This is called ao.70 d"ua.
The basket of paddy is received.
d)‘Entrusting Responsibilities’ /soPpasari:/

In the presence of all members of the fam-
ily, relatives and neighbours at the patio of the
bride’s house, Belas ‘king as well as head of a
village’ presents the bride to the Bartiya party.
The bride is told that henceforth, the

bridegroom’s family and community will be hers
too. She is strictly instructed not to behave like
an unmarried girl, seek guidance from father/
mother-in-laws and show traditional hospital-
ity to guests. Kandoriya on the behalf of the
bridegroom’s family and community is advised
by the Belas that the bride has lived her happy
life at her village and so, utmost care must be
taken to make her feel at home. She must be
treated and instructed like one’s own daughter.

The bride is offered an arrow and she car-
ried out of her house by one of her brothers
during the departure. People bid farewell to the
bride with singing, playing dhol and /e./ (musi-
cal instruments) and dancing. The arrow stands
for aim representing the bridegroom and sign
of protection. Once it is shot, it hardly returns
to the shooter and so, it is equated with the
departure of the bride from her family, relatives,
neighbours, village etc.

At the Bridegroom’s House :

After the departure of the Bartiya, follow-
ing day, volunteers from the bridegroom’s com-
munity make c*amroa (a mandap) with the dif-
ferent types fresh and young branches tree early
in the morning such as branches of Madhuca
indica /ma:di/ ‘mahua’ at the centre, and
Pterocarpus marsupium /bi;ja/ beside mahua
trees. The branches of sal /makka/ tree are fixed
So, these trees, fruits and leaves represent all
15 clans of Kisan tribe in the marriage e.g. one
clan represented by ma:di and another by bi.ja
and thirteen others.
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Actions performed on the child Meanings
Bathing Purification from sins
Turmeric Making holy

buckle of Gmelina arborea (Gombhari) tree

Inclusion into caste

Hair dressing

Protection from any ache or discase

Thread laced with turmeric powder

Waist strengthen and prevention from dysentery

Burial of umbilical cord

Reminder about the certainty of Demise

So, these trees, fruits and leaves represent
all 15 clans of Kisan tribe in the marriage e.g.
one clan represented by ma:di and another by
bi:ja and thirteen others.

Performing the Marriage :

The mango branch with leave is placed on a
new and big container and fried rotis are put
on it. The Bariha ‘a priest for a marriage’ and
a young girl who carries the container go to
fetch water. For the wellbeing of the bride and
bridegroom, the Bariha prays to Dharmes fac-
ing east in the water and takes seven dips in it.
He bends his head before Dharmes, puts wa-
ter in the container and gives the container to
the young girl. He breaks the roti into two halves
referring the newly couple and offers them to
Dharmes. He drops vermillion into the container
and durva grass (bermunda) is stuck to cow
dung at the neck of the container. Durva grass
reflects endless life and cow dung is holy. The
mixture of both means the new couple will live
happily with the community. People follow the

Bariha and return from the river/stream sing-
ing, dancing and playing the horn. patotoa
‘grinding slab’, luhroi ‘handstone’, paksi ‘neck
yoke’, abda tibPhala ‘rice from raw paddy’,
balka ‘salt’, harla ‘fruit of Terminalia
chebula’, bahla ‘fruit of Terminalia bellirica’,
awobnoa ‘fruit of Emblica officinalis’ are
arranged near the ma.di and bi:ja logs. Fol-
lowing the Bariha, the young girl reaches the
centre of the c*amroa. The bridegroom and
bride are made to stand on the patotoa. The
former stands beside the ma:di log stepping
over the heels of the latter. The bridegroom
covers the bride and himself with a shawl. The
Bariha makes six rounds of the couple and in
the seventh round he pours the whole water
from the container over them. The bridegroom
applies the vermilion along the hair of the bride.
Finally, both are given bath. The marriage is
held same day in the afternoon and followed
by the feast and parting gifts to the religious
and social leaders.
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SL. No. | Particulars Meanings
1 paksi ‘neck yoke’ Bridegroom’s work and run the family
2 patta ‘grinding slab’ Bride’s work and bring happiness
3 abda tihala ‘rice from raw paddy’ Offering to Dharmes
4 harla ‘fruit of Terminalia chebula’, Health
bahla ‘truit of Terminalia bellirica’,
awdna ‘fruit of Emblica officinalis’
5 ba:lka “Salt’ Cleansing sins
6 dibi: ‘Container’ Fetching pure water
7 sindri ‘Vermilion’ Holy life for the couple
8 tat"a dara ‘a bunch of mango leaves’ Leafy branch of mango tree
9 ammil tund-na ‘to pour water’ Cleansing pre-marriage sins
10 gu:r"i: ti:rh-na ‘stepping over the heel’ | Stepping over the heels to be one
11 tohné ‘horn of wild buffalo’ Bridegroom
12 tunkitupli ‘small square basket’ Bride’s materials
13 ca:r ‘arrow’ Sign of Bridegroom

e) ‘Entrusting Responsibilities’ /soPpasari/

The elders of the community, members of
the family and relatives assemble for ba:si:
sindri ‘old vermillion” and soPpasari rituals.
The bridegroom is advised not to behave like
bachelor anymore by the head of the commu-
nity/unit in the presence of all the people and
take extremely care of the new bride. The bride
is also instructed to live together with in-laws
and take overall care of the house.

The responsibility of the bride is finally en-
trusted to the bridegroom. He introduces all the
members of the family and relatives to the bride.
The bride’s hair is combed by two young girls
and ba:si: sindri is cleaned.

‘Removing the ¢"amroa (mandap)’ /eropa
buibna/

The people who are engaged in the arrange-
ments of food and hospitality touch the Kapra
(clay roof tiles) and pray “Hey God, we
worked, ate and drank so much in the house
of this friend. Oh god, bless them with good

health and prosperity.” Then, the c"amroa is
partially removed. All drink aabtd’iya j"ara
(rice beer in small clay pot) and enjoy dancing
and singing.

The collection of materials from nature mani-
fests the thoughts of our ancestors and their high
emphasis on the marriage and social life. Mar-
riages are usually held at the end of paddy cul-
tivation and before the month of Phalgun. In
the present day, timing of the marriage, number
of Bartiya party etc. have changed due to the
literacy of the people. This has also increased
the expenditure for conducting a marriage.

f) ‘Purification of Caste/Tribe’ /ja:ti:
manna, ja:ti: kamna/

Untouchability and Impurity were previously
widespread prevalent among the Kisan ances-
tors. They were maintaining distance from other
tribes at the well and used to wash the clothes
bought from the market. In the present time,
this is practised when there are inter-caste mar-
riages, widespread of insects, and accidental
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demises. The material needed to perform puri-
fication are (a) seven patkali ‘small Sal leafy
container’, (b) seven rupees, (c) buckle of
Gmelina arborea (gomhari) tree, (d) pandoru
he:ru ‘white chicken, () balka (salt pieces and
powder’, (f) on garowa he:na ammub ‘nor-
mal water in a globular container made of brass’,
(g) ontoa harla ‘a fruit of Terminalia chebula’,
(h) abda tibhla ‘rice from raw paddy’ and (i)
tarpanoi j"ara ‘special rice beer’.

The community people convene a meeting
in the house of a concerned person. In some
regions, seven people representing seven dif-
ferent clans participate in the meetings. Basing
on the discussions, the Bariha (or Kalo) de-
cide the requirements. The Bariha is given tur-
meric mixed water in garowa ‘a globular wa-
ter container’ for cleaning and the materials in
the patio. Seven rupees is kept in seven patkali.
In the name of ancestors, abda tiPhla ‘rice
from raw paddy’ is put in patkali. Three pieces
of paddy are placed in the middle by invoking
the name of Dharmes. One harla is kept in the
middle of the paddy pieces. The white chicken
is set free to eat and later it is sacrificed. A few
drops of blood are put on the powder of buckle
of Gmelina arborea (Gomhari) tree. First the
persons related to the guilty will cross over it.
The little mixture of blood and powder along
with water is received by them in one hand,
sipped and enter the room by moving their
hands over their heads. The assembled com-
munity people also follow them into the room.
Turmeric mixed water is sprinkled over the
present assembly. The remaining water is
thrown over the roof tiles and the plate is kept
upside down. Among the Christian Kisans, the
chicken blood is replaced with the mixture of

salt and holy water. All the people are given
food.

This procedure is usually followed for inter-
caste marriage and eloping which has been rea-
son for the loss of our traditions and customs.
The literate people must pay heed to the wel-
fare of the Kisan society and should not break
its rules and regulations for their own selfish in-
terests. The elderly people of Kisan commu-
nity highly recommend that Dharmes has cre-
ated partner for every young person. The youth
needs to find and marry her/him and restrain
from marrying a person from non-Kisan com-
munity.

@) ‘Purification after funeral’ /sud"i: kriya:/

During the reign of Keshlai Belas ‘king of
Keshlai’, kunohar ‘Kisan speakers’ arrived at
aplace formerly known as Gaud Kogdoa, and
were allotted large barren land for their liveli-
hood. Kisans were happily settled and became
prosperous. The king had a son who was re-
ported to be lost and dead. So, the subjects
were asked to accompany the king for the
Ganga pilgrimage to a place called mitokundri
near the Jobaghat, Koelnagar and Rourkela.

In the earlier days, a handful of soil from the
grave was put in a small clay pot which was
partially buried at the corner of a kitchen. A
share of food and water would be put in the
pot every day. A day before, going on Ganga
pilgrimage to the Jobaghat, the clay pot was
removed and placed in the patio. Kisans used
to start the journey with dancing in the pres-
ence of the Keshlai king. After keeping the clay
pot on alter, the head of the community used to
say “There is no more crying/shouting from to-
day” by praising the name of the Lord ‘Haribol’
and the clay pot is crushed against a large stone.
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Allused to take bath and return dancing in their
wet clothes.

It is said that the crushed clay pot along the
flow of river were entrapped in fishing net of
two girls from Kindo and Kujur clans from
Chhend. They were told in their dreams to
carry out Ganga pilgrimage once in every three
years. The residents of Chhend, Garjan,
Pradhanpali, Padmapur and Gangpur used to
go on Ganga pilgrimage. Kabra Bijla Kindo
from Chhend used to perform puja for the
Kisan speakers of Gangpur, Bamroa, Bonoai,
Jaipur, Khalsa etc. The scheduled of Ganga
pilgrimage was determined by the Bariha of
different villages and the message was intimated
through passing a stick having seven nodes from
one village to another. The responsibility of a
aunosia was to take care of food. Parghia was
needed to maintain the queue. The clay pots
were smashed by the Muk"iya. Finally, all used
to take bath, eat and return to their villages.

A few years later, people belonging to Ghasia
caste began to retrieve the money dropped in
the river while crushing of the clay pot. There-
after, Kisans stopped dropping of money after
the fight with the Ghasia people. The anecdote
isrecorded in a song.

Now-a-days, a nearby place for Ganga pil-
grimage is decided by villages. On the day of
Ganga pilgrimage, the floor of a room is
smeared with rice powder by three persons and
they stay indoors by switching off the lights. The
village head carries water in a small clay pot. A
person burns a saw wrapped with a piece of
oily clothe. A brass plate is used for ringing.
The ladies of a deceased’s family and relatives
gather in a circle at a temporary tent made of
tree branches and mourn loudly by saying

“Come back its raining, your house is getting
burnt.” The village head continues to pour a
little water in front of the mourners. After com-
pleting seven rounds, the temporary tent is burnt
and he pours the remaining water on it at the
end. All return to the house by ringing the brass
plate. They inquire about the three persons who
are indoors “Are you sleeping or awake? We
are coming.” The three ask “Who are you?”
The outside people take the deceased’s name.
After the end of conversation, the doors are
opened. The outside people need to recognise
the art or sign drawn with help of rice powder.

Inclusions :

¢ The practice of funeral rites in Kisan is
taken from neighbouring scheduled caste
communities who generally follow Hin-
duism.

¢ Both Christian and Hindu following
Kisans have started to prefer religious
priest/pandoit for marriage and other
social functions to Kalo who usually per-
forms all tribal religious ceremonies and
festivals.

¢ The procedures followed in performing
all the seven traditional rites have changed
as the Kisan communities are being in
constant contact with other tribes and
non-tribes.

Exclusions :
¢ Ear piercing was previously performed
on all but with the passage of time, now
itis done to girls only and only a rounded
tilak is put on the forehead of boys.

¢ Traditionally j"ara was carried on the
head of a bride during an engagement
but is now replaced with lotoa pani:.

| 142

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 6(1), June 2022 AP
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 =

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

¢ ‘Lifting the basket’ su:p co:dna: - Be-
fore taking the bride into the house, four
lights were placed on the water pots (sig-
nifying the east, west, north and south).
Head of the community/unit used to bless
the bride and subsequent traditional pro-
ceedings by bending all four directions
and invoking Dharmes, the god of all the
clans of Kisan. Following day in the
morning, all the elderly members of the
community would gather at the
bridegroom’s house. Head of the com-
munity/unit sprinkles tarpanoi j"ara to
Dharmes on behalf of the bride and
bridegroom. Turmeric would be applied
to the couple. People would sit on the
carpet and discuss about the Bartiyar
party’s journey. The bride would be sub-
mitted to the leaders of the community.

¢ paksi berjja: ‘marriage with neck yoke’
was considered to be the best for its sim-
plicity and low cost; however, over the
years, it has lost its charm and is often
discarded by educated and rich people.

The bride and bridegroom used to feel
shy of staying together. A bed would be
placed in a room where the couple serve
the elders of the community with rice
beer and meat. After that the bride and
bridegroom were locked in the room.
This was to make them know each other.
This is called pitori: ci:na ‘giving of the
carpet’.

As a part of ‘Purification after funeral’
sud'i: kriya:, a small ditch was dug in
the middle of the house which was filled-
up with offerings from the family mem-
bers and relatives by the village head. A

little rice and j"ara along with a drop of
blood in a leafy plate was taken to a river
or pond for the immersion. They all
would return from bathing and have their
dinner. However, the tradition of sacri-
ficing blood has of late been discontin-
ued in the Christian Kisans and instead,
they offer prayers along with incense
sticks and a coconut.

Drinking /*ara is an integral part of Kisan
culture. With the rise of anti-liquor pro-
test and continuous awareness campaign
by church authorities has influenced many
families in Kisan society to gradually go
for tea instead of j"ara.

Conclusion :

Superstrate changes in language and tradi-
tions have been accepted without much oppo-
sition due to existing stable contact between
the speakers of Kisan and other tribes and non-
tribals. Sundergarh and Sambalpur districts of
Odisha have witnessed considerable growth
with respect to industrialisation and urbani-
sation. With the entry of modernity in different
aspects of their lives has begun to exhibit its
impact on changing language and tradition.
People are no more hesitant to forgo their age-
old traditional cultures. The influence of domi-
nantreligions, i.e. Christianity and Hinduism has
indirectly inflicted changes in the performance
of their traditional rites and rituals. The languages
like Hindi and Odia used in the religious activi-
ties have become an integral part of Kisan com-
munities. As a result, we are witnessing a
gradual exclusion of some of the integral parts
of'their traditions and a language shift towards
Hindi and/or Odia. There is an urgent need for
protection and preservation of Kisan tribe from
endangering its tribal identity.
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