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Abstract :

Keats was known to be a sensuous poet
and an escapist besides being a pictorial artist
of his era. He used various elements like Ro-
manticism, Hellenism, Sensuousness, Greek
mythology etc., in his poetry which includes Ode
to a Nightingale, Ode on Melancholy, Ode to
Psyche, and Ode on a Grecian. The use of
multiple elements made him a distinctive poet
among the predominant poets of the Romantic
period of English literature. The present paper
talks about these elements highlighting them in
his poems.

Keywords : Poetic elements, romanticism,
Greek mythology, Pictorial Artist.

Keats was the only poet to die early among
all the great poets in the nineteenth century, born
on the 29" of October, 1795, at Moorfields of
London. He was the eldest of the five children
of Thomas and Frances. His father died of tu-
berculosis when Keats was of 8 years, and the
poet lost his mother after six years. In 1817, he
published his first volume of poetry, which at-
tracted little notice, though it contained the son-
nets, “7o one who has been long in city pent,
1 Stood Tiptoe Upon a Little Hill and Sleep
and Poetry”.

Romanticism in Keats’ Poetry :
Romanticism is not a word that stems di-

rectly from the concept of love but from the
French word ‘romaunt’ viz., a romantic story
told in verse. It focused on emotions and inner
feelings along with the autobiographical mate-
rial of the writer. Keats, a nursling of the great
era of English literature, belongs to the second
generation of romantic poets. English romanti-
cism attains in Keats the final stage of its
progress. His relationship to the romantic re-
vival in English literature was vital and intimate.
Keats is frank in his pursuit of beauty. He is,
above all things, a poet of beauty.

In the Ode on a Grecian Urn, he reaches
the pinnacle of the concept of beauty. His theory
of beauty is completely idealistic in Nature. He
identifies beauty with truth and truth with beauty.
Though Keats has no certain belief in immor-
tality, his depiction of the beauty of Nightingale’s
song and carvings on the Grecian Urn would
remain eternal in a world of transition. His love
towards Nature can be seen in his wish to fade
away into the forest dim with the Nightingale
as he says:

Fade far away, dissolve and quite forget
What though among the leaves hast never
known,

The weariness, the fever, and the fret.

One of the distinguished qualities of Keats
1s his extraordinary sensitivity to every detail of
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Nature’s lights and shades, of her shapes,
colours and sounds. One of his friends, Haydon,
remarks: “He (Keats) was in glory in the fields.
The humming of a bee, the sight of a flower, the
glitter of the sun, seemed to make his Nature
trembled; then his eyes flashed, his cheek
glowed, his mouth quivered”. His description
of Nature as she is makes him intrinsically dif-
ferent from his contemporaries. While
Wordsworth spiritualizes and Shelley intellec-
tualizes Nature, Keats finds content in express-
ing her through the senses.

Keats’ Hellenism :

The term ‘Hellenism’ in English literature can
be defined as an interest in and love for Greek
art, culture, mythology and legends. Though
Keats knew no Greek and his classical attain-
ment not extended further than Aeneid, he be-
came the most Hellenic of English poets. Lack
of adequate knowledge of Greek literature and
first hand acquaintance with the Greek language
had not restricted him from imbibing the ideals
of ancient Greeks spontaneously. Keats de-
rived inspiration from the translation of Greek
classics like Homer and Iliad by Chapman, and
he himself mentioned its effect upon him in the
famous sonnet written at dawn after the first
night spent over the Iliad. Keats’ Hyperion is
the poetic version of Elgin Marbles sculpture.
His ‘Ode on Indolence’and ‘Ode to a Gre-
cian Urn’ versify the calm grandeur of Greek
art, its economy of ornament and subordina-
tion of parts to the whole. H.W. Fowler, talk-
ing about Keats’ wonderful insight into the bright
Hellenic spirit, says that it was the gift of Na-
ture, not the fruit of learning. Ernest de
Sélincourt aptly tells of “Keats’ essential kin-
ship with the thought of Greece. He was driven

to the world of Greek beauty as he wanted to
escape imaginatively from the harsh reality of
his present.

Greek mythology :

Another important element in Keats’ poetry
is his treatment of Greek myths. He derived
inspiration and themes for his poetry from
Greek mythology. A mythological conflict forms
the theme of Hyperion which was justly re-
marked by Byron to be Aeschylean in its maj-
esty and Nature. The woes of Saturn and the
dethroned Titans, and the beauty of Hyperion
are essentially Greek. Though the “Ode o a
Nightingale” is not based on a classical sub-
ject of Greek, it has the references of Dryads,
who is a tree nymph, the goddess Flora along
with Bacchus, the god of agriculture. Keats’
profound sensitiveness to Greek mythology is
reflected in his long poem, Endymion. The
heroines of ‘The Eve of St. Agnes’ and

‘Isabella’ are chaste and virtuous women rep-
resenting one of the mythological divinities whom
Keats especially reveres.

Keats as a Pictorial Artist :

Keats is a painter in poetry which is deeply
pictorial and sensuous. His poetry has an ap-
peal for the eye. Lord Tennyson owes his pic-
torial art to Keats’ beautiful word paintings,
which are the result of his gift for accurate de-
tails and colourful images. His power of por-
traying vivid pictures in words is evident in the
following lines from ‘The Eve of St. Agnes’.

Her rich attire creeps rustling to her knees:
Halfhidden, like a mermaid in sea-weed,
Pensive a while she dreams awake, and sees,
In fancy, fair St. Agnes in her bed,

But dares not look behind, or all the charm is
fled.
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Keats’ pictures rise in the form of tangible
objects in the minds of the readers. They leave
a lasting impression on the memory. He pre-
sents even the abstract in concrete form. In ‘Ode
to Autumn’, he portrays autumn as a person.

Thee sitting careless on a granary floor,
Thy hair soft-lifted by the winnowing wood,
Or on a half-reap’d furrow sound asleep,
Drows’d with the fume of poppies, while
thy hook
Spares the next swath and all its twined
flowers

Conclusion :

John Keats was born amidst the most un-
propitious environments of London and racked
by a fatal hereditary disease, but he heroically
marched to the beat of his own drum. Saying

References :

“Unless poetry come like leaves to the tree it
had better not come at all”’, he proved that po-
etry must be spontaneous. His poetry is an
agreeable blend of all the different elements like
romanticism and it is rich with his love for Greek
culture, references to the Greek mythological
characters and a variety of splendid and beau-
tiful imagery in verses. He is a poet of sensa-
tion and imagination. The words chosen by him-
self and carved on his grave: “here lies one
whose name was writ in water”, implies that
just as anything written on water cannot en-
dure, he also thought that his poetry would soon
be forgotten. But as remarked by George
Saintsbury, “Posterity has agreed with him that
it is—but in the water of life”, it would last as
long as human life lasts.
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Development of Life Skills in Schools : Weaknesses and Suggestions
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Abstract :

Life skills are vital skills for leading life in an
energetic and effective way. Life skills help an
individual to treacle daily life challenges effec-
tively. Life skills promote the cognitive, psy-
chological, and social development of the stu-
dents. Life skills make an individual self-aware,
creative, productive, etc. Life skills help stu-
dents by improving their mental health, and well-
being. Life skills bridge the gap between life
and education. Schools can be a dynamic and
useful agency in developing life skills among
students. School is the reflection of society. So,
school is the prime place for developing life skills
among students. So, there is a need for explor-
ing the weaknesses and strengths of schools in
developing life skills among students. There-
fore, present paper highlights outlining life skills;
importance of school indeveloping essential life
skills; pedagogical strategies for developing life
skills among students; students’ acquisition of
life skills in the classroom: problems and solu-
tions; weaknesses of schools in developing life
skills among students;difference between tra-
ditional schools and life skills focused
schools;and suggestions for developing life skills
in students through transforming school’s weak-
nesses into strengths.This paper has border
implications for the development of life skills in
schools.

Keywords : Life Skills, School.

Introduction :
Life skills are vital skills for leading life in an
energetic and effective way. Life skills help an

individual to treacle daily life challenges.Life
skills promote the cognitive, psychological, and
social development of the students. National
Education Policy (2020) highlighted that com-
munication skills, resilience, collaboration, team-
work, all life skills improve life qualities that
should be taught to students from an early age
(Govt. of India., 2020).Life skills make an in-
dividual self-aware, creative, productive, etc.
Life skills positively influence friendship, self-
confidence, assertiveness, and help in control-
ling bullying at school (Gharpure et al., 2017).
Life skills development develops openness
about religion and culture among students
(Gharpure etal., 2017). So, students become
more sympathetic and emphatic towards other
religious people. Life skills development pro-
motes effective family relationships and ensures
productive peer interactions in students’ lives
(Sharma, 2003). Life skills prepare students for
employment (Sharma, 2003; Musthafa &
Shareef, 2017) and aid students to utilize their
leisure time productively (Sharma, 2003). Thus,
life skills development promotes a positive at-
titude among students towards life (Forneris et
al.,2010).Life skills development helps students
to turn adversity into advancement by improv-
ing their performance, leadership skill, health,
and behavior (Kaur & Singh, 2015). Life skills
are efficient to prevent dropouts and violence
in school (Musthafa & Shareef, 2017).Life skills
are potential resource for orphan children be-
cause these skills help individualsto increase
their self-awareness skill, self-esteem, commu-
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nication skills, and adjustment capability, and
help children to control anxiety (Musthafa &
Shareef, 2017). Life skills improve the aca-
demic performance of the students (Subasree,
2015). Life skills positively, promote stress
management (Jeffery, 2002); self-dignity, and
amenability (Nabors et al.,2000); reduce ciga-
rette consumption (Gorman,2002; 2005)
among students. Life skills can reduce health
care costs arising from psychological, social,
and familial problems (Mohammadi et al.,
2011). Life skills help students by improving
their mental health, and well-being. Life skills
bridge the gap between real life and education.
Schools can beadynamic and useful agency in
developing life skills among students. School is
the prime place for developing life skills among
students. Therefore, there is a need for explor-
ing the weaknesses and strengths of schools in

developing life skills among students.

Outlining Life Skills :

Aperson’s ability to cope with the stresses/
problems of daily life is referred to as life skills.
The term ‘life skills’ refers to a collection of
abilities that students may use to meet their own
social and personal needs. World Health Or-
ganization (1997) defined life skills as™life skills
are abilities for adaptive and positive behaviour
that enable individuals to deal effectively with
the demands and challenges of everyday life”.
Therefore, life skills are life-supporting skills.
Consequently, life skills are also known as abili-
ties that assist living. There are different com-
ponents of life skills. Central Board of Second-
ary Education (2013) suggested different com-
ponents of life skills, i.e., thinking skills, emo-
tional skills and social skills. These components
of life skills are described below in table no-1:

Table-1: Components of Life Skills
Thinking Skills Emotional Skills Social Skills
Problem Solving, Managing Stress, Communication Skills,
Critical Thinking, Managing Emotion Assertiveness Skills,
Decision Making, and Resisting Peer Pressure. Cooperation Skill
Creative Thinking and Empathy.
and Self Awareness.

Besides the above life skills, skills such as
daily living skills, money management skills,
perseverance, technology skills, innovation skills
etc. can be developed among students at the
school stage.

Importanceof School inDeveloping Essen-
tial Life Skills :

Students with more life skills are better
equipped for the real world.School has a many
importance for developing life skills due to its
versatile features, i.e.,availability of documented
curriculum, maximum participations of students,

availability of teaching learning resources, avail-
ability of teachers, representations of different
community, opportunity for assessment, avail-
ability of infrastructure, conducive environment,
cooperation with communities,availability of
school management etc.Life skills development
and school environment have a positive rela-
tionship (Singh & Lal, 2021). So,it is easy and
simple for schools to engage students in the
learning process.Learning important life skills
in school is important because students devote
their maximum active time in school. School is
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an active agent through which life skills devel-
opment can be facilitated among students. Life
skills may be fostered among students in a
school setting for the all-around development
of the students. Developing life skills in schools
is the most effective strategy to assure the suc-
cess of present generations (students). School
is the miniature of society, so, it plays a vital
role in developing social life skills among stu-
dents. Thus, school plays an important role in
the process of socializing the individual. Schools
provide access to education to the wider com-
munity. School is a system because it has stu-
dents, teachers, curriculum, infrastructure, etc.
Therefore, schools play a significant role in pre-
paring students for the real world.

Pedagogical Strategies for Developing
Life Skills among Students :

Central Board of Secondary Education
(2013) have suggested some pedagogical strat-
egies or techniques for following by the teacher
or the facilitator to develop life skills among stu-
dents, i.e., discussion, debate, role play. brain-
storming, storytelling, songs and dances, drama,
case study, miming, poetry and recitals, ques-
tion and answer, games, etc.Following strate-
gies are organized and described in the light of
the suggestions of Central Board of Second-
ary Education. Strategies are mentioned below:

i. Effective Discussion- Effective discus-
sion strategy entails talking and sharing
ofideas, experiences, facts, and views
about a subject/topic. It may be em-
ployed in big and small teams.

ii. Debate-A debate is a conversation be-
tween two opposing teams in which each
team expresses its own perspective or
viewpoint on the issue at hand.

iii. Role Play- Role play is an effective
learning strategy that comprised of short
plays or simulations in which participants
take on the role of a person going through
a circumstance that is similar to one they
would experience in real life.

iv. Brainstorming-The participants in a
brainstorming session are given the
chance to freely share their thoughts on
a particular problem or subject.

Storytelling-Storytelling is the process
of conveying information via the retelling
of'tales that center on a certain topic and
are based on real situations.

vi. Songs and dances-Songs and dances
are forms of art that may be used to de-
velop life skills, and they can also be used
to construct musical compositions based
on concepts and situations.

vii. Drama- Drama is an innovative strategy
that involves expressing poetry or prose
in a way that is intended to portray life,
characters, or a story. In this strategy, a
mix of action and speech is often used to
portray the dilemmas and feelings that are

present.

viii.Case study- A Case Study is a case, ei-
ther real or made up, that analyses an
issue, depicts a scenario, or profiles a
person. A case study may take the form
of a conundrum, in which the participants
are tasked with formulating their thoughts
to resolve the dispute.

ix. Miming-Miming is the art of conveying
meaning via body language, facial emo-
tions, and other nonverbal cues. Actions
convey the whole message.
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x. Poetry and recitals- Poetry and recita-
tions may be used as a learning strategy
ina variety of ways, including songs, reci-
tations, chants, and so on.

xi. Dynamic Question and answer-
Dynamicquestion-and-answer strategy
are an effective way for a student or a
teacher to receive the skills they need.
The best way to learn anything is to ask
questions and listen carefully to the re-
sponses given by the person being asked
those questions.

xii. Games-Games may be used to teach
students how to solve real-life problems.
It’s easy to get pupils engaged in the ac-
tivity of gaming both cognitively and
physically.

xiii. Working in small groups or pairs-This
strategy involves the division of the whole
classroom into small groups and reinforc-
ing each group to complete an activity
with joyfulness.

xiv. Productive Demonstration- A strategy
of teaching which exemplifies the con-
tent of the learning with real-world ex-
amples and involves demonstration be-
fore the students.

Besides of the above strategy, active learn-
ing, daily life inquiry, smiley face, circle discus-
sion, shared learning, mapping life, conscious
action to active action, dictionary for life etc.
strategy can be used effectively for developing
life skills among students.

Students’ Acquisition of Life Skills in the
Classroom: Problems and Solutions

A classroomcan be an ideal place in school
for developing life skills among students be-

cause students spend most of their school time
in the classroom. There are different problems
with developing life skills in the classroom. A
list of problems is mentioned below with its
possible solutions:

a) Development of So Many Life Skills
at A Time: The development of so many
life skills hamper the life skills develop-
ment of the students. Therefore, ata time
one life skill should be focused (Murthy,
2016).

b) Individual Difference: Sometimes facili-
tators/teachers sometimes are not able
to recognize individual differences in the
classroom which leads to noise in the
classroom. Therefore, proper training
should be given to the facilitators/teach-
ers for developing life skills among stu-
dents.

¢) Lack of Time for Developing Life
Skills: Students did not get proper time
in the classroom for learning life skills.
Thus, proper time should be allotted to
eliminate this problem.

d) Teaching of Culturally Sensitive Top-
ics: Teachers should be taken care of cul-
turally sensitive topics when developing
life skills among students. If care is not
taken by teachers,then it creates conflict
in the mind of the students.

Overcrowded Classroom: Overcrow-
ded classrooms always create problems
for learning life skills. Therefore, the fo-
cus should be given to the splitting of the
classroom into small groups for effective
life skills development.

f) Effective Communication Skills of
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Teachers: Teachers sometimes lack
communication skills. Thus, effective
communication skills are firstly needed
for teachers for effective life skills devel-
opment among students.

g) Use of outdated methods of teaching:
Use of outdated methods of teaching cre-
ates problems in the development of life
skills among students. Therefore, differ-
ent innovative and realistic methods
should be used for developing life skills,
1.e., activity-based method, game-based
method, ICT based method, deep learn-
ing-based method, experiential learning
etc.

h) Tracking of Students’ Learning: It is
very much needed to track the life skills
development of the students. Therefore,
the proper qualitative and quantitative
procedure of assessment should be fol-
lowed to track the learning of the stu-
dents i.e., drawing, skills assessment, in-
terview, etc.

Besides of the above mentioned problems
related to students’ acquisition of life skills in
the classroom, there are different problems for
life skills development in the classroom, such
as academic burden on students, non-partici-
pation of students, extra burden on
teachers(Grover, 2018). Therefore, primary
focus of learning should be given on joyful learn-
ing that overcome the above mentioned prob-
lems and maximize the life skills development.

Weaknesses of Schools in Developing Life
Skills among Students :

Schools have many weaknesses in devel-
oping life skills among students. These weak-
nesses are mentioned below:

L.

iL.

1778

.

Vi.

Vii.

Lack of Experienced Teachers:
Schools have lack of experienced teach-
ers. Incompetency of the teachers ham-
pers the life skills development of the stu-
dents.

Lack of Cooperation between Teach-
ers: Lack of cooperation between teach-
ers creates problems in the development
of life skills among students.

Improper Time Table: Time table is the
second clock of any school. Faulty time
table creates problems in the develop-
ment of the life skills among students.

Knowledge dominated Curriculum:
Knowledge dominated curriculum failed
to meet twenty first century needs that
create problems in the development of
the life skills.

Lack of Coordination between Par-
ents and Teachers: Lack of coordina-
tion between parents and teachers cre-
ates problems in the development of the
life skills among students.

Lack of Teaching and Non-Teaching
Staff: Lack of teaching and non-teach-
ing staff always create burden on the in-
serviceteachers.

Academic Pressure on Students: Aca-
demic pressure creates problems on stu-
dents’ life skills development.

viii. Dysfunctional Organization: Dysfunc-

tional organization creates problems in
life skills development of the students.

Besides of the above mentioned weak-

nesses of schools in developing life skills among
students, there are many other weaknesses in

| 103

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 8(1), August 2022

&Jo

ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNINo. APTEL/2003/12253 =%~

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

developing life skills at schools, i.e., non-graded
status of life skills, no proper training of teach-
ers for life skills development of the students,
shortage of resources, improper evaluation of
life skills (Grover, 2018); teacher politics, aca-
demic procrastination etc. Therefore, Central
and/or State Government and educational au-
thorities, as well as local education officer, prin-
ciple, headmaster/ head mistress and school

teachers should work collaboratively to mini-
mize/overcome the above mentioned problem
for promoting life skills development among
students.

Difference between Traditional Schools
and Life Skills Focused Schools :

Difference between traditional schools and
life skills focused schools are mentioned below
intable-2:

Table-2: Difference between Traditional Schools and Life Skills Focused Schools

Traditional Schools

Life Skills Focused Schools

Major focus on knowledge

Major focus on life skills development, 21 century
skills development

Rote learning

Experiential learning

Conventional learning methods

Life based practical learning methods

Separate subjects

Subjects with integrated life skills and/or 21% century
skills and/or other practical skills

Focused on academic learning

Focused on practical learning

Focused on academic achievement

Focused on holistic development

Out dated Curriculum

Diversified curriculum

Focused on knowledge-based evaluation

Focused on skills-based evaluation

Limited feedback for students and teachers

Continues feedback for students and teachers

Therefore, it can be concluded that life skills
focused schools are highly required/needed for
the over all development of the students as well
as wide development of the society.

Suggestions for Developing Life Skills in
Students through Transforming School’s Weak-
nesses into Strengths:

Probable solutions for overcoming the
weaknesses of schools for developing life skills
among students are mentioned below:

A. Proper training for teachers regarding dif-
ferent aspects of life skills and life skills
development among students should be
conducted/organized.

B. Curriculum should be improvised for ef-
fective life skills development of the stu-
dents.

C. Innovative teaching strategies/ methods/
approaches should be used for life skills
development among students.

D. Adequate teachers and non-teaching
staff should be recruited for lowering the
burden on in-service teachers.

E. Integrated approach (developing life
skills with other subjects) should be fol-
lowed for the development of life skills
among students.

F. Focus oflearning should be shifted from
academic achievement to life skills de-
velopment of the learners.

G. Democratic approach for organizational
management should be encouraged
where students interest should be placed
on the top priority.

(psde s8¢ |

| 104



BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 8(1), August 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

H. Proper orientation programme should be
organized for teachers’ development, be-
cause development of students’ life skills
depends on teachers’ development.

Conclusion :

Development of life skills among students
should be given primary emphasis. Life skills
help students to deal with problems of life mean-
ingfully. Life skills make the lives of the students
more energetic, productive and efficient. Life
skills have different components. Thinking skills,
emotional skills and social skills are compo-
nents of life skills. School as a formal agency of
education can play prime role in the develop-
ment of life skills among students. Classroom
is a proper place of school for developing life
skills among students because students spend
their maximum time in classroom. Classroom
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Manish Kumar Raha, Matriliny to Patriliny :
A Study of the Rabha Society
- Ramesh Ch. Barman, Dept. Of History, Ghatal Rabindra Satabarsiki Mahavidyalay.

The book adds freshness to the existing an-
thropological as well as historical domain in
India. Whenever a discussion on the specific
indigenous community, there are a few empiri-
cal issues have appeared unexpectedly, such
as their geographical location, ethnicity, socio-
economic, socio-cultural features and they are
static or not. Getting avivid landscapeof the
particular community you have to locate from
Colonial time (especially in 19" century) to post-
Independent India. This phenomenon has
based on because of, quite early in the course
of colonial rule in India, British officials had to
the forest fringe dwellers (community) as same
status ‘tribes’ on the basis of their physical ap-
pearances and socio-cultural solidarity all over
India. An un-acculturated ‘Primitive’ tribe as
marked by ‘Ecological isolation’, Backward
food producing technology,” ‘communal soli-
darity’ and a through ‘interpenetration of social
relation and aesthetic and religion’. In this con-
text Rabhas of Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar are
‘tribe’ which are the same attribute to on ear-
lier mentioned. Manash Kumar Raha has suc-
ceeded in getting information to construct the
Rabha’s ‘mobilization’ one culture to another,
as well as his text while theorizing ‘changing’,
though they were static in ancient time. Every-
thing in this Universe changes. Likewise, “all
cultures are in a constant change”. The change
of culture in a society based on numerous fac-
tors. The main factor is contact; contact in vari-
ous spheres. When two societies or cultures
inhabited to closely since long times, it is ex-

pected that the weaker culture will borrow el-
ements from the advance culture one. The fun-
damental processes of cultural changes are as-
sociated with the modification in the knowledge,
attitudes, and the behaviour of the concern so-
ciety. This book definitely ushers in the realm
of social history as well as Anthropology to
know the acculturation of a particular commu-
nity.

Rabha, a small (in respect of West Bengal)
belong to the Tibeto-Burman linguistic group
of the greater Indo-Mongoloid ethnic stock is
found to settle in “Western Duars’(Jalpaiguri,
Alipurduar and Cooch Behar district) in foot-
hill regions that has covered with jungle (pres-
ently it has degenerated both in length and
dense). Raha, has successfully depicted on the
Rabhas ‘transformation’ through two discrete
ecological groups; forest dwelling Rabha and
village dwelling Rabha towards ‘changing’. This
‘changing’ has been considerably accelerated
in village Rabha, than that of forest Rabha. The
Rabha society in West Bengal had a matrilineal
base in past, started changing when they came
in constant contact with different matrilineal
people, particularly Rajbanshis and various
other factors like the heavy influx of the refu-
gees, modern education, smooth communica-
tion, market and cash economy.

The book is divided into eleven chapters of
which the first one, titled “The backdrop: The
people and their environs’ deals with the
Rabhas and their physical and ethnic environ-
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ment (p.21-40). The author has mentioned that
in the state of West Bengal the Rabhas have
predominantly concentrated in the districts of
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar. In ancient time,
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar had historically lu-
crative region . That time Jalpaiguri and Cooch
Behar were included in the kingdom of
Kamatapur or Kamarupa and Husain Shah of
Gaur invaded this kingdom and secured its
downfall. Later it became known as Koch king-
dom. The Koch king established this kingdom.
The name of this state is Koch behar, as asso-
ciated whith the name of Koch race. The state
of Bhutan was located northeast of Cooch
Behar. The King Deo of Bhutan captured the
King of Cooch Behar in the seventies of the
eighteenth century on the occasion of internal
disturbances in the kingdom of Koch Behar.
The north-western part of the state of Koch
Behar is occupied by Bhutan, which is known
as ‘Duar’ or ‘Dwar’. The East India Company
defeated Bhutan in 1865 and the Dwar region
came under British rule. On the other hand, the
author has mentioned the tribes like Rava, Garo,
Mech etc are the original inhabitants of this re-
gion. later the peoples of Orao,
Munda,Ho,Santal, Malpahariya etc, came this
area due to tea gardening industry was smoothly
running. The author also has presented that af-
ter the partition of India in 1947, a large num-
ber of people from East Bengal migrated and
settled in the region. This was one of the major
cause that led to change in the matriarchal
Rabha society, Which has the central theme of
this book. Simultaneously, he has shown cul-
turally the Rabha society in two parts, namely;
village Rabha, who resides at village and the
forest Rabha who resides in the jungle or for-

est. Although, these two communities are origi-
nally similar but their cultural differences are
noticeable. This chapter highlights the influences
of modernity, inception and growth, and preva-
lence of Rajbanshis community on two Rabha
communities which are mentioned above.

The next chapter ‘“The Husuk (clan) Bond:
The wider Kingroups’ deals with the origin,
development of Husuks(clan) which is exoga-
mous as well as origin and variety of Totemism
(pp.43-65). In this chapter author has depicted
the origin of Husuk(Clan) which are culturally
distinct as the basis on environment. Marriage
between the same Husuk is completely forbid-
den. In this chapter he has traced the origin of
Hisuk and its sub-dividation.

The third chapter, i.e ‘The Juku and the
Ningosa: The network of Relations’ focuses on
the two type of Kinsman, these are the
Ningosa(members from mothers blood) and
Juku( members from father blood), unalienable
descent of this two groups(p.70-106). The
fourth chapter named ‘The Nogou Organi-
sation: The structure and Process’ reflected on
house(Nogou) structure and its inner
pattern(p.109-54). In the chapter fifth ‘The
crises of life —I :birth &infancy’ focuses on af-
ter the birth cultural ceremony among this
tribe(p.157-69). Likewise, 6™ chapter ‘The
crises of life-II: Marriage’ gives information
about Rabhas endogamy rule, Marriage
system(p173-212). Simultaneously, chapter 7%
“The crises of life —III: Death’ deals with the
death ceremony of Rabhas(p.215-30). Chap-
ter 8" titled ‘the living hood pattern: inter and
intracommunity linkages’ vividly explores their
traditional occupation and its changing, Land-
Tenure system and allocation of land, uncom-
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fortable condition of forest dwellers(p233-66).
In chapter 9 ‘the social control: pattern and
activities’ expresses to the council system, ac-
tivities of headman, social norms and
jurisdictions(p269-76). The chapter 10" ‘the
world of supernaturals: the beliefs and prac-
tices’, probes into the Rabhas belief in Animism,
Animism is stated to be the attribution of a soul
to the natural objects and phenomena. But
Rabha have been showed their inclination to-
wards Hinduism, Christianity(279-303). The
last chapter,i.e. ‘The Summing up: The Rabha’s
march for a new tradition’ reveals Rabha have
been changing in various pathway(p.307-20).

To Raha,(author) the Rabha of West Ben-
gal are changing and has theorised in the rheto-
ric term ‘Matriliny to Patriliny’. They have pro-
gressed from little to the greater tradition, from
Tribalism to Hinduism. The wave of
‘Kshatrization” movement among the
Rajbanshis have accelerated to changing pro-
cesses towards the patrilineal culture among
the Rabhas. Author, Manas Kumar Raha has
presented in the changing Rabha society, which
has the central theme of the book, but does not
reflect overall picture, i.e. I think there is a lot
of inconsistency in it. Because any society
changes according to certain ways of moving,
such as economy, employment, education and
technology. The basic structure of any society
is determined by its economy. There is no his-
tory without economics. Rabha’s lives in re-
mote areas, which are completely isolated from
the so-called developed society. The economy
of the Rabha society was nomadic. Along with
agricultural work, they made a living by col-
lecting forest fruits, wood, honey and river fish.
It is natural that people of such financial struc-

ture do not get to eat twice a day in stomach
full. As Rabha have been lived in the forest area,
their lives were largely controlled by the forest
department. When the colonial government
protected the forest area by forest law, the tragic
consequences came down to the daily life of
the forest dwellers of Rabha’s, which the au-
thor of this book almost never mentioned. They
seemed to have remained as strangers in their
own land. Because they did not have the mini-
mum amount of cultivated land they needed for
their livelihood. Almost all the land belonged to
the forest department. The forest department
gives them very little land temporarily for culti-
vation. But for him the Rabha tribe had to do
various forest work without pay.

Rabhas, even though got land without pro-
prietary right or ownership, there was not much
opportunity for cultivation. Because at the time
of cultivation season or when they have to work
in the fields , the forest department almost forc-
ibly takes them to the forest. In other words,
even if they get land, it remains uncultivated.
As aresult, poverty was a constant companion
with them. That is why Rabha’s got organized
and started a movement for “Jal, Jungle O Jamir
Adhikar Aendolon” (water, Forest and land
rights movement). While conducting this move-
ment, five revolutionaries of Gosairhat basti
(slum) were martyred in the firing of the forest
department. On the other hand, they themselves
were responsible for their financial misery. The
people of this community, immersed in total
poverty, were always addicted to drugs called
‘Chakat’. Another reason for their economic
weakness is their religious observances. Ravara
was a real example of how blindness of reli-
gion can weaken people. The religious head is
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called Huji in their language. As a result of this
huji practice, the people of the rubber commu-
nity are forced to perform costly worship. In
many cases it is done by force. As a result,as
much of the simple Rabha’s savings as pos-
sible are exhausted for the puja. They traced
the cause of their economic misery that is to
said unrestricted Hinduism and leaned towards
Christianism. And by 1980, about 90 percent
of Rabha’s had converted to Christianity. Due
to the strict adherence to Christianity, they pros-
pered financially in a small later .So the finan-
cial aspect was the main reason for the change
that Rabha were going through in the society,
which the author almost forgot to mention.

How much a community will be interested
in its own culture depends largely on employ-
ment. Simply put, the more employment op-
portunities a community has, the more people
in that community will be interested in its cul-
ture. But in a backward and isolated society
like the Rabha community, there is very little
chance of surplus money, so there is a lot of

jobuncertainty. Because of this they are forced
to look beyond their own boundaries and the
influences of outside culture are affected. There
was no doubt that Rabha society was lagging
behind in terms of education. Where there is
no education, the technology is absolutely infe-
rior. In many cases this is expected to be zero.

The culture of a community without educa-
tion, technology cannot last long; it will be in-
fluenced by the surrounding progressive cul-
ture which M.N Srinivasan called ‘sanskritai-
zation’. An example is the attachment of the
surrounding majority Rajbanshi community to
the culture and by joining the movement led by
them they also tried to gain momentum, this is
common mater.

However, less acculturation tendency among
the Rabhas made them weaker. In Post-inde-
pendence era, Rabhas are identified as Sched-
uled tribe in Assam and West Bengal. As a re-
sult, Government should have eager to progress
their living standard by offering job security,
various schemes, and reservation policy.

* &k
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Abstract :

The quality oflife of a child depends greatly
on his/her upbringing. Parents play a vital role
in shaping the future of their children. Children
with disabilities especially those with visual im-
pairment are relatively more dependent on their
parents. They havevision difficulties which can-
not be corrected through possible medical cor-
rection and need non-visual tools for their edu-
cation. For the all-round development of a vi-
sually impaired student, the attitude of parents
is ameaningful factor. Attitude can be both fa-
vorable and unfavorable in nature. When chil-
dren perceivethat their parent’s attitude towards
them is unfavorable they lack confidence and
are often withdrawn from all social activities.
On the other hand favorable parental attitude
and can help in their all-round improvement in
day to day life. In the present study parental
attitude refers to attitude of parents (mother and
father together) towards their visually impaired
children, as perceived by the children.

The present study tries to find out the per-
ceived parental attitude of visually impaired stu-
dents ofKolkata with respect to their gender,
degree of impairment and poverty level. De-
scriptive survey method has been employed for
the present study. The study includes 30 visu-
ally impaired students of class VI, VII and VIII
who have been selected by using purposive
sampling technique. The collected data has been
analyzed by using descriptive statistics and
Mann-Whitney U test through IBM SPSS Sta-

tistics 20. The result of the study shows that
there is no significant difference of parental at-
titude of visually impaired students with regards
to their gender, degree of impairment and pov-
erty level.

Key Words : Parental attitude, Visually im-
paired, Degree of impairment, Poverty level

Introduction :

Visually impaired are those who have loss
of vision which cannot be corrected even if they
use corrective glasses or lenses. Visually im-
paired children face multiple issues due to their
vision difficulties. They perceive the world in a
different manner because they can only hear,
touch, taste or smell things to observe. Lack of
sight has a huge influence on gaining actual
knowledge, which can cause detachment from
physical and social environment to some ex-
tent (Yadav& Mishra, 2015). According to
Mangal (2007), blind student are those who
have making use of braille and other non-visual
sources for their education and student with low
vision are those who have making use of the
residual vision as primary source of their edu-
cation. For the all-round development of every
child, the attitude of parents is an influential fac-
tor. Parents of visually impaired children are
likely to face more difficulties for the impair-
ment of their children. Parental attitude is a
measure or an index of parental involvement.
Individuals with disability are significantly af-
fected by the attitudes of their parents (Altman,
1981).Favorable attitude of parents can en-
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hance the lifestyle of children whereas unfavor-
able attitude can be the hindrance in their de-
velopment. Parental attitude to some extent
depends upon parenting style.

Parenting style refers to the level of perfor-
mance, demands and expectations of parents
(Sarkar, 2018). Parenting styles are categorized
into four types, namely authoritarian, authori-
tative, permissive and neglectful. Authoritarian
parenting is in which parents are very restric-
tive and impose rules on the child while the child
in return strictly obeys the rules without know-
ing the explanation on why he/she needs to
comply with the rules. Authoritative parenting
is amore flexible parenting compared with the
authoritarian style. Here the child has consid-
erable freedom and is expected to comply with
imposed restrictions.In permissive parenting, the
parents make few demands from the child who
is permitted to do most activities and parents
rarely exert firm control over the child’s be-
havior (Al-Zeraid, Abeer&Uchechukwu, 2019)
and in neglectful parenting styleparents neither
care about their children nor about what they
may become (Njoku&Akaninwor-David,
2019).The parenting style is related to the
adolescent’s goal orientation and school
achievement (Diaconu-Gherasim&Mairean,
2016). Raising a visually impaired child posi-
tive parenting acts as the strongest force which
helps in their proper development (Sarkar,
2018). Education plays a vital role and acts as
a powerful weapon to modify the attitude to-
wards visually impaired children. There are dif-
ferent factors which affect the attitude of par-
ents towards their blind children. These include
the attitude of the society towards disability in
general and blindness in particular, religion, su-

perstitious beliefs and culture (Tirussew et al.,
1995).Wright (1983) stated that parents of
children with disabilities tend to be more over-
protective than the parents of children without
disabilities because they are usually more con-
cerned with the safety of their children
(Cardinali, &D’Allura, 2001).

Review of related literature :

Njoku & Akaninwor-David (2019) identi-
fied four style of parenting, namely authorita-
tive, authoritarian, permissive and neglectful.
The result showed that authoritative parenting
style had significantly higher prediction on so-
cial adjustment of physically disabled students
than other styles of parenting. The study of Al-
Zeraid, Abeer&Uchechukwu (2019) showed
that 57% visually impaired adolescents per-
ceived parenting as authoritative, 28% visually
impaired adolescents perceived parenting as
authoritarian and 15% visually impaired ado-
lescents perceived parenting as permissive but
the differences was not significant. Hamurcu et
al. (2016) identified that the most frequent type
of parental attitude seen in the visually impaired
group was authoritative parenting style. Raya
etal. (2013) said that the authoritative parenting
style and some specific parenting practices like
communication, setting limits, monitoring are
indicated as good predictors of adaptive be-
havior in children. Malik et al. (2018) revealed
that parents of visually impaired students are
facing difficulty in handling their children. The
parents need to cope with parental challenges
with the efforts of teachers collaboratively. The
result of the study of Muhit et al. (2011) re-
vealed that 90% parents is completely unaware
about the schooling system of blind children and
5% parents consulted with the ophthalmologist
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about their blind child. Only 3.7% parents of
visually impaired students had graduation de-
gree and above while about 75% parents had
education up to primary level. Zelalem (2002)
concluded that those parents, who have better
educational level, have positive attitude towards
their blind children and they play positive role
in the overall personality development of their
children. Chakraborty&Dhar (2020) found out
that there exist no significant difference in pa-
rental attitude together or independently to-
wards the visually impaired children of second-
ary level. Lakshmi, Geetha& Murthy (2009)
indicated that there exist a significant difference
in the attitude of the parents towards visually
impaired children in sibling’s attitude, emotional
and social behavior and a significant difference
was noticed in the attitude of the parents to-
wards the concept of integrated education.

Significance of the study :

This study is designed to examine the per-
ceived parental attitude of visually impaired stu-
dents. The researcher hopes that the present
study will provide information about how stu-
dents perceive their parental attitude. This in
turn will helpdifferent governmental and non-
governmental agencies that work for the reha-
bilitation of people with visual disabilities. The
study will also provide information to special
educators, teachers and counsellors on how to
give appropriate support to visually impaired
children and their parents.

Statement of the problem :
The present study is stated as “Parental At-
titude of Visually Impaired Students”.

Operational definitions :
e Parental attitude : Parental attitude re-
fers to attitude of parents (mother and

father together) towards their visually
impaired children, as perceived by the
children.

Visually impaired students : The stu-
dents who required special educational
attention because of their vision difficul-
ties. After best medical care, they can-
not see well as compared to the students
with normal vision.

Degree of impairment : Two degree of
visual impairment is considered in the
present study i.e. Blind and Low Vision.
Blindness means having no vision or only
light perception. Low vision refers to the
visual acuity not exceeding 6/18 or 20/
60 and less than 6/60 or 20/200
(Snellen) in the better eye with best cor-
rection.

Poverty level : Students who have Be-
low Poverty Level card issued by Gov-
ernment of West Bengal or similar agency
are considered as students of Below
Poverty Level. Other than that all stu-
dents are considered as Above Poverty
Level students.
Objective :

¢ To find out the differences of parental at-
titude of visually impaired students of
Kolkata with respect to their gender.

To find out the differences of parental at-
titude of visually impaired students of
Kolkata with respect to their degree of
impairment

To find out the differences of parental at-
titude of visually impaired students of
Kolkata with respect to their poverty
level.
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Hypothesis :

o H_ 1. There is no significant difference of
parental attitude between male and fe-
male visually impaired students of
Kolkata.

H 2. There is no significant difference of
parental attitude between blind and low
vision students of Kolkata.

H_3. There is no significant difference of
parental attitude between visually im-
paired students of Kolkata from below
poverty level and above poverty level.

Delimitation of the study :
e Only students of class VI, VII and VIII
are considered as sample.
e Data were collected from Calcutta blind
school only.
Methodology of the study :

Method : The descriptive survey method
of research was used to carry out this study.

Population : Population of the study in-
cluded all the visually impaired students of
Kolkata.

Sample and sampling technique : 30 vi-
sually impaired students were selected through
purposive sampling technique from Calcutta
blind school, Kolkata, 700034.

Tool : Scale for measuring parental attitude
as perceived by visually impaired students, de-

veloped by the researchers was used for the
collection of required data. The tool has 34
items. The Cronbach’s Alpha reliability was
found to be 0.869 and the face validity was
ensured by taking expert advice into consider-
ation.

Procedure of data collection : Data were
collected through face to face mode from each
sample individually. Considering the disability
of sample to read and write on the printed
questionnaire, the researcher took the help of
tape recorder. At the time of administration of
the tests, taking into consideration the differ-
ences in pronouncing the items from time to time,
the researchers first recorded the questionnaire
on a tape recorder then the recorded questions
were played one after another and the re-
sponses given by the visually impaired students
verbally were recorded by the researchers
manually on the answer sheets of individual
sample.

Data analysis and interpretation :

The obtained data were scored and ana-
lyzed by computing descriptive statistics and
Mann-Whitney U test.

H 1. There is no significant difference of
parental attitude between male and female vi-
sually impaired students of Kolkata.

The comparison of parental attitude between
male and female visually impaired students of
Kolkatais presented (Table no. 1) below.
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Table 1 : Mean, Standard Deviation and ‘p’ value of parental attitude between
male and female visually impaired students of Kolkata

Sl Category N Mean SD ‘p’ value Level of Remarks
No. significance
1. Male 11 94.00  39.003
553 0.05 Not significant
2. Female 19 105.26 41.684

Interpretation :

The computed ‘p’ value is .553 is not sig-
nificant at 0.05 level of significance, because
0.05<.553. Hence the null hypothesis has not
been rejected. The mean value (94.00) of male
visually impaired students is lower than the mean
value (105.26) of female visually impaired stu-
dents.

H 2. There is no significant difference of
parental attitude between blind and low vision
students ofKolkata.

The comparison of parental attitude between
blind and low vision students of Kolkatais pre-
sented (Table no. 2) below.

Table 2 : Mean, Standard Deviation and ‘p’ value of parental attitude between
blind and low vision students of Kolkata

Sl Category N Mean SD ‘p’ value Level of Remarks
No. significance
1. Blind 21 9538  43.821
178 0.05 Not significant
2. Low Vision 9 114.56  28.832

Interpretation :

The computed ‘p’ value is .178 is not sig-
nificant at 0.05 level of significance, because
0.05<.178. Hence the null hypothesis has not
been rejected. The mean value (114.56) of low
vision students is higher than the mean value
(95.38) of blind students.

H 3.There is no significant difference of
parental attitude between visually impaired stu-
dents of Kolkatafrom below poverty level and
above poverty level. The comparison of pa-
rental attitude between visually impaired stu-
dents of Kolkatafrom below poverty level and
above poverty level is presented (Table no. 3)
below.
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Table 3: Mean, Standard Deviation and ‘p’ value of parental attitude between visu-
ally impaired students of Kolkatafrom below poverty level and above poverty level

SL Category N Mean SD ‘p’ value Level of Remarks
No. significance
1. BPL 10 109.90  47.040
502 0.05 Not significant
2. APL 20 96.75 37.208
Interpretation : =94.00). This is due to the fact that parents are

The computed ‘p’ value is .502 is signifi-
cant at 0.05 level of significance, because
0.05<.502. Hence the null hypothesis has not
been rejected. The mean value (109.90) of vi-
sually impaired students who belong from the
below poverty level is higher than the mean value
(96.75) of visually impaired students who be-
long from the above poverty level.

Major findings :
e There is no significant difference of pa-
rental attitude between male and female
visually impaired students ofKolkata.

e There is no significant difference of pa-
rental attitude between blind and low vi-
sion students ofKolkata.

e There is no significant difference of pa-
rental attitude between visually impaired
students of Kolkatafrom below poverty
level and above poverty level.

Though there is no significant difference of
parental attitude in each of the above mentioned
cases yet it may be said that between male and
female visually impaired students it has been
noted that parental attitude towards female vi-
sually impaired students (mean value =105.26)
is more favourablethan the male (mean value

over protective towards the visually impairedgirl
which again is a reflection of societal attitude
towards girls. In case of visual impairment it
has been observed that parents of low vision
students (mean value =114.56) are more con-
cerned about the all-round wellbeing of their
child as low vision students are a part of the
inclusive system in education while parents of
blind students (mean value =95.38) often re-
sign to their fate and does the least that can be
done in our societal structure. Having schools
for blind children is not enough to ensure edu-
cation of the blind. A barrier free environment
isneeded for these children to pursue their edu-
cation successfully. Many parents find it diffi-
cult to commute with blind children in the city.
Sensitization of the general population is a pre-
requisite. From the study it has also been found
that parents of visually impaired students who
are economically well off (mean value=109.90)
are more concerned about their ward while
those from below poverty level (mean value
=96.75) do not have adequate means to invest
in their child’s future development. The per-
ceived parental attitude of visually impaired stu-
dents reflects these observations.
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Conclusion :

The National Education Policy 2020 states
that ‘The education system must aim to ben-
efit India s children so that no child loses any
opportunity to learn and excel because of
circumstances of birth or background’.
Hence it is time that we thrive for an inclusive
society with an inclusive environment. If only
we can do so then parents of children with
physical or mental impairment will not consider
their children as burden to be borne, resulting
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Abstract :

The principal preceptor of Gandhian
economy for rural development, J.C. Kumara-
ppa had a vision on national building through
evolving unique and innovative strategies which
are more appropriate to Indian social settings.
His angle of vision was directly connected to
the poor and downtrodden, women agricultural
labour and small formers etc. .. With the knowl-
edge he gained in USA and London his con-
cern towards Indian fellow beings made him to
draft an without equal plan of action for holistic
and balanced development in all the sector in
rural India highlights the core concept of J.C.
Kumarappa for rural development such an ag-
riculture, village industries and rural adminis-
tration etc... which were so for sidelined by
the several governments but this proposed
programmes are very much relevant to the con-
temporary India.

Keywords : Rural development, Gandhian
thought, Poor, Small Scale Industries

Introduction :

Betterment from one stage to another stage
with positive change is development. In other
words, change from one level to the desired
level is development. It may be natural or
planned. Rural development is the process of
increasing the quality of life and economic well-
being of people living in villages. India known
as the land of villages statistically speaking de-
spite the fact that the rate of urbanization is on
rise, the estimated percentage of people living

in villages is nearly 70. It is needless to say that
India’s development lies in the development of
villages across the country in all the sectors.
The standard of life of people, availability and
accessibility of the infrastructure basic ameni-
ties, social cohesiveness and economic growth,
optimum utilization of natural resources for
overall development of the people are some of
the main indicators of rural development.

As far as country like India is concerned
which is noted for its diversified characters in
different forms a strategy with futuristic vision
for holistic development of the nation was felt
necessary. Different freedom fighters, eminent
scholars, social reformers, and political lead-
ers have has evolved different strategic plan
according to their perspectives and anticipa-
tions. In this paper the scholar has made a
modest attempt to explain the angle of vision of
J.C. Kumarappa on rural development in In-
dia, covering main programmes such as agri-
culture, village industries etc.

About J.C.Kumarappa :

Born on 4™ January 1892, in Thanjavur he
completed his schoolings in Doveton College,
Madras and pursued his higher studies in USA
where he did his M.A Economics degree at
Colombia University after five years of appren-
ticeship in London. He qualified as an incorpo-
rated accountant and was enrolled as Charted
Accountancy Course (FSAA). He returned to
India in 1919 and set up practice as an auditor
in Bombay. His firm was Cornelius and Davar.
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He was also vice-principal and part Time pro-
fessor in Davar’s college of commerce. He was
a westernized Indian. After ten years of prac-
tice, he went back to USA for further studies in
Economics at Colombia which is said to be the
turning point. His intensive study of Indian fi-
nance revolutionized his mental outlook. He
wrote a revolutionary thesis on ‘Indian Finance’
which he wanted to publish in India after his
return. On the suggestion of his friend, he sub-
mitted the thesis first to Gandhiji. Impressed
by the content of the thesis, Gandhiji he pub-
lished the thesis in his Young India in weekly.

After establishing good relationship with
Gandhiji, he dropped the idea of continuing the
old auditor profession though it fetched name
and fame along with money. The lucrative pro-
fession had not attracted for him in any way.
He then becomes a patriot. He was assigned
to conduct survey on the economic conditions
of'a group of 50 villages in the state of Gujarat.
Then he was given the onerous task of editor
to Young India when Gandhiji was in jail due to
his salt Satyagraha movement. He then be-
comes a full time national servant to work for
the betterment of the down trodden masses of
rural India. He had been a leading authority on
Gandhian economics and also general secre-
tary of the all India village industries associa-
tion since its inception. He was the member of
various committees such as national planning
committees and its sub committees, the eco-
nomic Programme Committee of the All India
Congress Committee and the Agrarian Reforms
Committee. Above all, he was the exception-
ally qualified to interpret Gandhiji economic and
social ideology.

Vision of J.C. Kumarappa on Rural Devel-
opment :

Gandhian ideology of Economic develop-
ment in general and rural development in par-
ticular had not gained significance as that of his
contribution in the fighting against Britishers for
political freedom. Being direct follower of
Gandhiji for his ideology, J.C. Kumarappa’s
policies were also set aside by the congress
government the then ruling party after indepen-
dence. His economic policies and ideology was
direct opposition of the congress government.
First Prime Minister of India Pandit Jawagarlal
Nehru, advocated heavy industries based on
the borrowed high technologies, advisers capi-
tal and unequal international trade. J.C.
Kumarappa vehemently opposed these poli-
cies as they bound to generate lopsidedness
and destruction of small scale industries in rural
India.

The concept of village development such as
selfreliant, self sufficient, welfare of all which
were advocated by the Gandhiji and his fol-
lowers were sidelined by the central govern-
ment run by the congress particularly after as-
sassination of Mahatma Gandhi. It is now
realised that even after 63 years of indepen-
dence the problems faced by Indian at the time
independence are remaining unchanged. Par-
ticularly the problems like poverty, unemploy-
ment, starvation to death, rural to urban migra-
tion, religious riots, cast clashes and racial con-
flict etc..... Had the government both at the
central and the state genuinely implemented the
ideology of J.C.Kumarappa, many rural socio-
economic and religious problems that all cur-
rently existing would have been averted.
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Now let us see the vision of J.C. Kumarappa
on Rural Development.

Agriculture :

Rural Development depends mainly on ag-
ricultural development, according to J.C.
Kumarappa the land is a social asset the vital
activity rural economy, Agriculture as the name
itself includes the word, culture; it is not with
commercial motive. Agriculture is an activity
cultivating crops for feeding in the rural poor
who are starving in million in India. So among
all crops in the food crops should be given top
priority as this is first and basic need of human
being followed by clothing and shelter.

J.C. Kumarappa’s vision towards agricul-
ture to meet the food demands of the local
people first for which he suggested that the vil-
lagers should find out the total number of acres
readily available for cultivation. Then the total
land is divided into different parks for cultivat-
ing different types of crops. A major portion of
the land be allotted for growing food crops like
paddy, wheat, millets and cereals etc. . . followed
by crops for non food items like cotton , to-
bacco jute be cultivated as basic raw materials
for smooth running of small and cottage indus-
tries which again aiming at meeting the needs
oflocal people.

J.C. Kumarappa was very particular that in
deciding the size of the land, quality and quan-
tity of agriculture production in the allotted land
is to be determined according to the size of the
local population. Thus leading to making every
village is as a self sufficient unit for human be-
ings. He also recommended the growing for
fodder crops for meeting the demands of cattle
population in the villages. Thereby he wanted
to avoid purchasing fodders from outside the

village by spending money which will affect in
the village economy. He was very firm in his
vision that the hard earned money by the rural
poor, illiterate people should not go outside the
village.

J.C. Kumarappa was of the opinion that
cultivating commercial crop like tobacco, jute,
sugarcane for commercial purpose is doubly
wasteful as the greed of farmers making money
by growing such commercial crops may tend
to reduce the size of the land allotted for culti-
vating food crops. Though money is needed
yet not be it should not at the cost of food crops.
J.C. Kumarappa was not totally against earn-
ing money but he suggested that farmers can
earn money by selling the agricultural product
over and above the local requirements. J.C.
Kumarappa was dead against the application
of chemical fertilizers and pesticides explaining
that if the formers exploit the land to the fullest
extent by using these chemicals they would be
exhausting its fertility faster than the ability of
the soil to regain itself. Moreover the fertile land
would soon become deserts.

Put it in a nutshell the vision J.C. Kumarappa
towards agricultural includes

1) Achieving selfreliant in the village

i) Preserving the fertility of the land for gen-
eration

i) Encourage cottage industries with locally
available raw materials

iv) Checking rural to urban migration

v) Relieving farmers from middle man ex-
ploitation

vi) Making farmers to lead a peaceful co-
existence with all the sections of the
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people cutting across the religion, caste
and sub caste etc..,

Rural Industries :

As far as J.C.Kumarappa’s vision on rural
industries is concern handmade materials are
superiors than the factory made materials. Ina
country like India where village population pre-
dominates the national economy and its poli-
cies should be framed appropriate to Indian
rural, socio- economic cultural and geographi-
cal conditions. The type of economy to be fol-
lowed may slightly vary from place to place and
season to season. According to the very loca-
tion of the villages He was insisting that every
village should get suitable economy.

According to J.C. Kumarappa industrializa-
tion is to be made inconsonant with the demand
of each village according to their social settings.
He advocated that village cottage and small
scale industries are providing more employment
to the local people who are illiterate, semi liter-
ate unskilled and semiskilled.

J.C. Kumarappa stressed the economic
policy of Gandhiji that without village and cot-
tage industries the Indian peasant doomed. He
can’t maintain himself from the produce of the
land he goes needs a supplementary industry.
He further substantiated that rural industry for
the development of village economy should
encourage the entrepreneurial and technical skills
of the rural unskilled labours.

The justification that J.C. Kumarappa’s
given for encouragement of village and cottage
industries are

1) Less skillis required
i)) Opportunities for employment is more
i) It avoids major accidents and deaths in

the factory machineries as it involves only
asmall instruments

iv) Though the production is lower, yet the
profit and duration of employment is con-
sistent

v) Chances of strike and agitation by the
worker against the boss is minimal

vi) Itisnot harmful to the natural environ-
ment and

vii) It avoids rural unemployment problems
thereby preventing people from rural to
urban migration

Ideal Rural Society :

One of the core concepts of J.C.Kumara-
ppa is the building up of an ideal rural society.
It is the understanding that the every human
being from child to aged must be given au-
tonomy or freedom. In his words any non vio-
lent social organization is predicators on pro-
viding complete freedom to every individual. It
is based on material and spiritual autonomy.
‘Good Work’, the slogan he used was the ap-
propriate technology movement according to,
J.C.Kumarappa work has two important com-
ponents of which one is the ‘creative element
the other one is toil and drudgery’. Whereas
the former makes for the development and hap-
piness of the individual the later is laborious and
causes unhappiness. As far as village Panchayat
is concern J.C. Kumarappa advocated a coun-
cil member of which are nominated by the
people without political interference.

Each village should form a self contained
governess. All the members in the village should
collectively work for the village development.
Any dispute be it family, land, neighborhood,
money transaction or between families has to
be resolved or settled amicably within the vil-

| 122

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 8(1), August 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

AL

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

lage itself by a constituted body of members of
aged people.

The important vision of J.C. Kumarappa is
that every adult in the village, irrespective of
religion, caste, educational level, profession
earning capacity should respect the village.
Everyone should be aware of the problems
needs and the solution to the problems in the
village for which elders should give sensitiza-
tion to the youngsters. The so trained young-
ster should come voluntarily to shoulder the
responsibility of taking part in rural develop-
ment activities.

With regard to village tax collection, the fixa-
tion of tax amount is according to the standard
of life and affordability of the rural people. The
taxes so collected should be spent for the rural
development by the people themselves. By any
means the money collected in the form of dif-
ferent taxes should not go to outside the village
particularly to the cities, towns Village
Panchayat should always keep public affairs in
the top priority particularly improving the infra-
structure facilities like drinking water, drainage
electricity connectivity public address system
and environment production. With regard to
rendering justice to the people, it should be
speedy and less expensive. The council ren-
dering justice should be unbiased without af-
fecting the moral prestige sentiments, and value
of all the section of the people.

Apart from the above J.C. Kumarappa has
distinguished vision for rural development with
different polices. He was a strong supporter of
rural economy, mass production, division of
labours, decentralization of power, preserva-

tion of environment, upholding moral and hu-
man values, guided for peace and non violence.
J.C. Kumarappa was dead against the usage
of technological development, establishment of
huge factories, large scale industries, exploita-
tion of formers, village violence and war in the
rural areas which have always been a stum-
bling black on the way to rural development.

Conclusion :

With the technical development, liberaliza-
tion policy, privatization and globalization fre-
quent change of government at the central due
to political awareness of the voters still India is
under the category of third world countries.
Even after the decades of independence India
is still struggling hard to fight against the age old
social problems like poverty, unemployment,
starvation, migration, unbalanced growth, the
state of wide gap between rich and poor and
rural and urban way of life. Many studies proved
that it is purely because of gap between of the
programme and the people. The top down ap-
proach in evolving new programmes and its
implementation were the reason for the failure
in the attempt to tackle social problems. If the
vision of J.C. Kumarappa on rural develop-
ment had been implemented from the year one
of independence, India would have resolved
all this problems. There is a good sign of re-
constructing J.C. Kumarappa’s economic
policy in India in the recent years. Decentrali-
zation of power, 73™ and 74" amendment to
Indian constitution is some of the indicators of
it. In a democratic country like India the plan,
policies and vision as J.C. Kumarappa is the
need of the hour.
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Women Empowerment : The Kudumbasree Mission in Kerala

-Arun S Kaimalil, Research Scholar, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Kerala.

Abstract :

Empowerment has socio-economic, politi-
cal, cultural and emotional dimensions. The
concept of gender equality, gender justice and
empowerment of women are recognized glo-
bally and act as a key element to attain progress
in all areas of development. Kudumbashree
mission has focused on the empowerment of
women in all the above aspects. It is a model
of development mainly focused on the inclu-
sive development of the marginalised and seg-
regated women providing a common platform
to discuss all their issues. The aim of the
Kudumbashree mission is to improve the living
standard of women in rural areas and introduc-
ing micro-credit, poverty alleviation
programmes and productive enterprises. There-
fore, in order to improve the current situation
of women in the state, the involvement of gov-
ernmental and non-governmental organisations
are necessary. Naturally, the mission attained
worldwide attraction as an instrument for
women empowerment. Thus, this study is fo-
cused on the impact of Kudumbashree on the
empowerment of women in Kerala.
Kudumbashree made a significant contribution
to fight against the covid 19 pandemic.Thus,
this study has been undertaken to evaluate the
key activities undertaken by Kudumbashree
mission for women empowerment in Kerala.

Keywords : ASRAYA, ADS,Balasabha,
BUDs, CDS, Covid-19, Neighbourhood
Group, Empowerment

Introduction :
Development is the basic right of every hu-

man being. Without development basic socio-
economic political rights of people cannot be
satisfied. It is considered that real development
is possible only if thewomen and men work in
equal terms. As Jawaharlal Nehru commended
on women development as “in order to awaken
the people it isthe women who has to be awak-
ened first. Once she is on the move, the house-
hold moves, thevillage moves, thecountry
moves and thus we build the India tomorrow”.
Women Empowerment includes the situation of
empowering women which enables in solving
all issues and problems faced by women of
being labelled as “Second Sex”. It also refers
to an enhanced condition of social, economic,
political and legal power for the women, where
one can lead a dignified life. The meaning of
empowerment can vary according to different
contexts, both time and space and there is no
common accepted definition given to empow-
erment. Difficulty in defining empowerment also
emerges from the fact that there exists different
forms of empowerment that is Social, Economic
and Political Empowerment. Women’s Social
empowerment provides them easy and equal
access to all basic services and enables them
to realize their full potential. Economic empow-
erment gives women the power to earn income
and can sustain herself. The financial self-reli-
ance of women both in the household and in
external environment leads to the empowerment
of women in the other sphere.Political Empow-
erment is considered to be the key to gender
equality and gender justice. Political equality
includes not only the equal right to franchise
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but also the right to gain access to the formal
institutionalised centres of power.!

The concept of gender equality, gender jus-
tice and empowerment of women are recog-
nized globally and act as a key element to at-
tain progress in all areas of development. As part
of this Kudumbasree project was started in
Kerala in 1998. The programme was structured
by the Government of Kerala with the active
support of the Government of India and
NABARD.Women Empowerment is one of
thevisions of Kudumbasree along with poverty
eradication from society. The aim of the
Kudumbashreemission is to improve the living
standard of women in rural areas and introduc-
ing micro-credit and productive enterprises.
Therefore, in order to improve the current situ-
ation of women in the state, the involvement
ofgovernmental and non-governmental
organisations are necessary.

Kudumbashree : An Overview
Kudumbashree is the women empowerment
programme introduced by the State Poverty
Eradication Mission of the government of
Kerala. The concept calledKudumbashree
means ‘prosperity of the family’. Kudum-
bashree was organised in 1997 following the
recommendations of a three-member Task
Force appointed by the Kerala State Govern-
ment. Its formation was on the basis ofthe devo-
lution of powers to the Panchayat Raj
Institutionsin Kerala, and the Peoples’ Plan
Campaign.?
Structure of Kudumbashree :
Kudumbashree has three tiers of commu-
nity-based organization for its efficient and
decentralised administration. Neighbourhood
group (NHG ) is the lowest tier which includes

15 to 40 women members from poor families.
Meetings are organised on a weekly basis, in
the residence of one of the NHG members. The
Area Development Society (ADS) is the sec-
ond tier and they are formed at ward level-
panchayat, municipality or a corporation by
joining 10-15 NHGs. The Community Devel-
opment Society (CDS) is the highest tier
organised by union of all the ADS members in
the respective panchayat, municipality and cor-
poration. It monitors the thrift and credit activi-
ties of NHGs at these levels (panchayat or
municipality or corporation level

Kudumbashreetries to address the specifi-
cally marginalised and vulnerable group in so-
ciety like children, women, ST and destitute.
The following Programmes functions under the
social development through Kudumbashree.

1. ASsraya
2. BUDs

3. Balasabha/ Bala Panchayath/Holistic
Health

4. Elderly Inclusion
5. Tribal Special project

ASRAYA-Destitute Rehabilitation Project:

ASRAYA is a destitute rehabilitation pro-
gram organised by Kudumbashree. This pro-
gram is for the poorest of the poor population.
While enforcing the poverty relief programmes,
it was observed that the programmes enforced
by the Government and other agencies never
reach this population.

The project implemented to address social
issues like lack of food, health problems includ-
ing chronic illness, pension, educational facili-
ties to children, land for home, shelter, drinking

water, safe sanitation facilities, skill develop-
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ment, employment opportunities, etc. Balasabha:

Asrayastarted with a demand based approach.
It was primarily initiated over the gram
panchayat areas in the state. Panchayats which
were willing to take up the sensitive task of
improving the livelihoods of such peopleand
meet at least 75 per cent of the cost of the
project were identified for piloting the project.
Todays,it is implemented in 1042 local bodies,
including the gram panchayats, municipalities
and corporations across the Kerala state.
The success of this particular programme
has been attributed to quite a few reasons, the
most important of which would be the con-
scious decision to reach the sections of popu-
lation that were untouched by the usual local
self-government programmes, having transpar-
ent criteria for inclusionof the poor and under-
standing the concept of need holistically.

BUDs School (a special school for disabled
children) :

The first BUDs school startedat Venganoor
Panchayat in 2004. The entry and exits to these
schools stood away from all sorts of discrimi-
nation based on caste,religion or class. To avoid
the sin of labelling and stigma toward mental
retardation the school was named as “BUDs”.

Kudumbashree decided to shift the focus
from school age group to post school age
group. The government of Kerala accordingly
approved the innovative model. BUDs Reha-
bilitation Center was formed thus in 2013.The
center focuses on the rehabilitation, training and
day care of these mentally challenged persons.
It follows a unique rehabilitation approach
which ensures the participation of all the stake-
holders associated with it. At present there are
181 BUDS institution in Kerala.

Balasabhais a collective attempt of children
to ensure their participation inthe local Gov-
ernment level and in their community. It aims to
accomplish the following:

1. Thrust on the overall development of chil-
dren through enhancing their creativity
and leadership skills.

. Constituted on a model promoting
democratic practices, analytical thinking
and decision-making among children.

. Holistic development of children through
addressing the social and emotional sup-
port for children.

Balasabhais organised on the basis of a
three-tier system as NHG, ADS and CDS lev-
els. MajorProgrammes and Activities of
Balasabhaare;

Regular Balasabha meetings based on dif-
ferent themes, BalaPanchayath Meeting, Bala
Parliament District and State level, August 15th
Independence day Celebrations, Onakkoo-
ttam, Summer Camp, Gandhi Jayanthi
Programme, Carrier guidance for ST students,
Carrier guidance and leadership training in-
cludes civil service guidance for the children
from poor family, Holistic health programmes
and Agriculture related activities, Maths day
programmes, Bio diversity initiative, Workshop
on media and Programmes related to child rights
are the major district initiatives of Balasabha.

Elderly Inclusion :

In the present scenario, the care of elderly
people has turned out to be a major develop-
mental issue in Kerala. As an intervention to
this issue the elderly inclusion program would
mainly focus on.
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* Mobilisation of elderly into

Neighbourhood Groups.

* To provide social, emotional and psy-

chological support

To create a system for protecting the
rights of elders at panchayath level

Mapping of vulnerabilities through a par-
ticipatory process at the community level

To ensure an economic support for ac-
tive and assisted elders though livelihood
programmes

Tribal Special Project :

The Tribal special project is an initiative of
Kudumbashree, working with the collaboration
of'the Tribal department to address the special
issue of the tribal population in the state. The
project primarily targets at bringing the
marginalised tribals under the aegis of the
Kudumbashree network and provide them sup-
port with facilities which were otherwise less
accessible or denied, as part of its poverty
eradication mission. The aim of this mission is
to plan with the active convergence of various
government and non-government agencies as
well as departments.’

Kudumbashree activities during Covid 19:

*  During Covid-19 pandemic, Kudum-

bashree started to make face shields, a
protective gear for medical staffs.

In Kerala, 1144 community kitchens
have started in Panchayats and Munici-
palities with the help of Local Self Gov-
ernment Institutes. Out of these, 379
have been started as budget hotels of
Kudumbashree. Budget hotels provided
meals at an amount of 20 rupees per
meal.

* Kudumbashree provided food or related
services to people who are under ob-
servation at Corona Care Centres.

Kudumbashreehassuppled cloth bags
toSupplyCofor the distribution of 87
lakh grocery kits. 802 tailoring units have
started and produced 20,90,353 cloth
bags.

The Women and Child Department has
instructed Kudumbashree that there
should not be any dearth in the supply of
AmruthamNutrimix powder due to
lockdown restrictions.

There are 1,54,858 destitute families in
Kerala with 1,14,719 elderly members
(above 60 years of age). Kudumbashree
has enlisted 2176 resource persons to
call these families with elderly members
once in five days.

Kudumbashree also contacted those
above 60 years of age who are in quar-
antine and enquire about their needs and
ensure that they receive various service
needed in convergence with Health and
other Departments.

Through 360 community counsellors of
Kudumbashree, counselling and mental
support is given to those in need to coun-
teract various mental issues faced by
them in relation to Covid-19 and
lockdown.

Kudumbashree conducts IEC campaign
through Snehitha centres to reduce men-
tal strain.

Kerala Government has started a new
portal named ‘Sannadhasena portal’ dur-
ing Covid 19 pandemic. Thousands of
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Kudumbashree members registered in
the portal as volunteers and worked as
directed by the government.

Kudumbashree joint liability groups
across the state have voluntarily stood
together for Community kitchens during
Covid 19 for providing food for affected
people.

To utilise the lock down period effec-
tively almost all district kudumba-
shreemission teams of agriculture has ini-
tiated activities to promote vegetable
cultivation. This includes kitchen gardens,
vegetable gardens, organic farming, seed
distribution programmes, tuber crops
cultivation etc.

Kudumbashree is the state nodal agency
ofDeenDayal Upadhyaya Grameen
Kaushalya Yojana project. At present
6999 students are training in 167 courses.

Civil Supplies Department of Kerala has
asked the help of Kudumbashree volun-
teers to prepare grocery kits for 87 lakh
families. The same has been undertaken
by Kudumbashree.*

Suggestions :

*  Continuous and rigorous leadership train-
ing required for individual and group
members.

Long duration funding with low interest
rate is required for sustainable women
empowerment via Kudumbashree.
Support from family is the most impor-
tant factor.

Women empowerment and awareness
program should be conducted at regular
intervals.

* 24 X 7 Helpline numbers are required
for proper guidance.

Audio visual aids and programs like ra-
dio, television etc. will boost the
womenempowerment and development
strategies.

Entrepreneurship as a subject should be
taught as part of the school and
graduatecurriculum.

Regular and state regulated marketing
facilities for Kudumbashree products is
necessary for the running of Kudum-
bashree products.

*

Conclusion :

Kudumbashree with its core mission is to
wipeout poverty through women empowerment
and thousands of poor and the marginalised
population are building their lives, their families
and their society through these neighborhood
groups. . It has contributed to the socio eco-
nomic development of the women both in rural
and urban areas through the programnmes of
livelihood development. Kudumbshree has en-
hanced entrepreneurship and leadership, and
the capacity of women to work and earn to-
gether. The status of women family has thus
substantially improved. The International Con-
ference on Population and Development in
Cairo (1994) clearly pointed that the policy
makers of state should understand the contri-
bution of women in the development process.
Empowering women and improving their so-
cial and economic status are essential ingredi-
ents for realising the full potential of economic
and political development of the entire society
and it ensuring sustainable development.

During Covid 19 pandemic the activities of
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Kudumbashree were a model for all develop-
ment activities of the whole of India. Its activites
covered the supply of essential goods to af-
fected people including food, medicines, clothes,
and preventive measures. The members of the
Kudumbashree were very much in active in
provoding alternative solutions during the pe-

riod covid 19 pandemic. Poverty is a multi di-
mensional issue.If there is poverty it will crept
into the life of marginalised sections of society
especially women and children. Kudumbashree
provided a helping hand to the women folk and
it would provide gender equality and social jus-
tice in the society.
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Abstract :

O. Henry is a 19" century famous Ameri-
can short story writer who is famous for his
surprise endings. His themes and characters
main replicate the lives of people belonging to
lower strata of society. He dominantly wrote
about poor shop girls, prostitutes, hobos, crimi-
nals, thieves etc. While the world sees these
people as outlaws, he brilliantly depicts the other
side of their lives filled with goodness, kind-
ness, love, friendship, discouragement, ill fate
etc. The theme of ‘love’ is one of the highly
explored and experimented themes by O.
Henry. He explores thorough different kinds of
love — ludic love, erotic love, pragmatic love
and fake love for money and material riches
and explores how these different shades of love
drive their decisions and life. The present pa-
per tries to critically examine the depiction of
pragmatic love portrayed by O. Henry. For this,
three shorts stories are selected. Each story is
critically examined to understand the pragmatic
love between the characters and how it plays a
major role for sustenance and success of their
relationship.

Keywords : Love, Pragmatic Love, Com-
mitment, Marriage.

O. Henry is a 19" century famous Ameri-
can short story writer who is famous for his
surprise endings. His surprise endings earned
him name as ‘the American de Maupassant’

(Smith 6). Though he is not much recognised
for his writing style of ‘local colour’—imitating
the colloquial accent, it makes his stories greatly
humours and relatable, and making his writing
distinguished from other writers of his times.
Coming to his themes and characters, he is a
distinguished writer for dominantly depicting the
lives of people belonging to lower strata of so-
ciety. He wrote about poor shop girls, prosti-
tutes, hobos, criminals, thieves etc. While the
world sees these people as outlaws, he bril-
liantly depicts the other side of their lives filled
with goodness, kindness, love, friendship, dis-
couragement, ill fate etc.

Ofall the themes he painted on his beautiful
and vast canvas of above-four hundred short
stories, ‘love’ stands distinguished for his re-
markable treatment and portrayal. “O. Henry
shows in these[his] stories that the love is the
richest thing in life. Those who are in love, they
don’t need any material thing” (Gadge j2). He
explores through different kinds of love — Iudic
love, erotic love, pragmatic love and fake love
for money and material riches that exists be-
tween the characters and portrays how these
different kinds of love drive their decisions and
life. The present paper tries to critically exam-
ine the depiction of pragmatic love portrayed
by O. Henry. For this, three short stories —“The
Trimmed Lamp”, “The Pendulum” and “Be-
tween Rounds” are selected. Each story is criti-

| 132

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 8(1), August 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

cally examined to understand the pragmatic
love between characters and how it plays a
major role for sustenance and success of their
relationship.

A Dictionary of Psychology by Oxford
defines pragmatic love as one “that is practical
and utilitarian” (Pragmatic Love). Here the
‘practicality’ means that the love is not born
out of first looks or attraction. But it is gradu-
ally developed and solidified over the time based
on the assimilation of actions and attitudes of
the partners. And it is “utilitarian’ because this
kind of relationship gives the first preference to
the benefit of their counterparts than their own
interests. Though the definition of pragmatic
love varies to some extent in various sources,
the widely accepted characteristics of this love
involve consistency, companionship, commit-
ment and emotional closeness. In the next sec-
tions, the article tries to explore these charac-
teristics in the select stories.

Coming to the first one, “The Trimmed
Lamp” is a short story of two young shop girls,
and friends, Nancy and Lou who were in search
of best life partners. Both the girls are in search
for rich guys, believing riches will bring them
happiness and satisfaction in life. Lou already
had a suitor, Dan, who had a decent earning.
Dan truly loved Lou and agreed for all her
wishes. Wherever Dan takes Lou, Nancy
should also be welcomed. Dan “bore the extra
burden heartily and in good cheer” as per the
wishes of his love (Henry “The Trimmed Lamp”
15). In some instances when Dan feels “Lou’s
clothes that increased in conspucuity rather than
in style”, he calmly digests it, only because Lou
likes it (Henry “The Trimmed Lamp” 14-15).
This clearly shows the nature of Dan being al-

ways ready to accept the wishes of his love,
irrespective of his feelings. Instead of confront-
ing her, he always tried to assimilate with the
attitudes of Lou, only to put her happiness
above his own interests. As Nancy always ac-
companied them, she got the opportunity to
understand the nature of Dan’s love. When Lou
deserts Dan for a millionaire, she gets more time
to spend alone with Dan. Over the time they
become close and love develops against each
other. She finally realises relationship with a
person like Dan who is understanding, adjust-
ing and loyal is more worth than having riches.
She expresses her joy to her friend Lou at the
end saying “I’ve made my catch—the biggest
catch in the world” and finally marries Dan
(Henry “The Trimmed Lamp” 20). Here O.
Henry tries to portray that true love is worthy
than having riches. More than that, O. Henry
tries to colour that it is the pragmatic nature of
the love between Nancy and Dan that brought
success to their relationship and the real happi-
ness to Nancy’s life.

The next short story “The Pendulum” is an-
other remarkable story which brilliantly portrays
pragmatic relationship. The short story is about
a couple, John and Katy, only two years old in
marriage. The story starts with narration of
John’s routine life, particularly the part of going
back to home after his office ends. He imag-
ines every scene he has to go through at home.
He feels no interest of how Katy welcomes him
at the door. He has no interest for the food
cooked by Katy. He feels content reading
newspaper than spending his rest time with
Katy. Ifhe feels a little more bored, he doesn’t
not bother to leave her and go to his friends to
play poker. This was how uninteresting rela-
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tionship was with Katy for John. But he realises
the love of Katy towards him only when she
leaves him to attend her ailing mother. He sud-
denly misses every part Katy did, from the
moment he enters home to the moment he closes
his eyes at night, which were all boring once.
O. Henry describes:

To-night John Perkins encountered a tre-
mendous upheaval of the commonplace when
he reached his door. No Katy was there with
her affectionate, confectionate kiss. The three
rooms seemed in portentous disorder. All about
lay her things in confusion. Shoes in the middle
of the floor, curling tongs, hair bows, kimonos,
powder box, jumbled together on dresser and
chairs — this was not Katy’s way. With a sink-
ing heart John saw the comb with a curling cloud
of her brown hair among its teeth. (Henry “The
Pendulum” 44)

Though initially it might seem for any reader
that the marriage is a failure, O. Henry sud-
denly brings to surface the bond that gets de-
veloped underneath, invisible to eyes, which
would not let the relationship fail. O. Henry
describes John’s realisation that “He had never
thought what existence would be without Katy.
She had become so thoroughly annealed into
his life that she was like the air he breathed —
necessary but scarcely noticed” (Henry “The
Pendulum” 46). O. Henry tries to portray that
it is only a matter of time for that special bond
to manifest. He also strongly attempts to say
that through these visible ups and downs in a
relationship, an invisible bond gets knitted slowly
beneath. And surprisingly at the end of the story,
where any reader expects John to be forever
valuing Katy’s love, O. Henry continues the
story writing John leaving Katy again, to play

poker with his friends, after her return. This is
only to convey that though they can have some
gap between them, their relationship never fails
because of the bond getting knitted underneath
—the pragmatic love.

“Between Rounds” is another humorous and
wonderful short story portraying the pragmatic
love between a husband and life. Mr. and Mrs.
McCaskeys are like any other young couple
living in an apartment in 19™ century New York
city. They never go through an hour without a
quarrel. Anything and everything is a point of
quarrel for the both. The night the story is set,
the quarrel starts between the husband and wife
in the first scene of the story when the husband
returns home form office. Where there was no
need of any insulting words, Mrs. McCaskey
does it by welcoming her husband with disre-
specting words. This incites Mr. McCaskey to
revert in the same way, only to increase the fight
there after. It starts with insulting words to rep-
artee to throwing utensils against each other, till
they insult each other’s ancestors. They sud-
denly stop this when they get disturbed by the
rumble in the floors below as a kid goes miss-
ing. They suddenly forget their quarrel and start
talking about the missing kid. This conversa-
tion leads Mr. McCaskey to shower affection
on his wife when she expresses grief over the
boy. During the conversation, both apologize
to each other. “Mrs. McCaskey, softly’” apolo-
gizes “I’m sorry I was hasty wid ye.” (Henry
“Between Rounds” 38). Mr. McCakey replies
same way by saying “‘Sometimes I've been ugly
and hard with ye, Judy. Forget it.” (Henry “Be-
tween Rounds” 39). The reader is given a sud-
den shift of mood and emotions between the
couple. Again after a few moments, when the

| 134

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 8(1), August 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253 %

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

missing boy is found, they resume their fighting
like always. The police character in the story
who comes to investigate the missing of child,
who is also a routine patroller of the area hears
the resuming of the sound of fight in
McCaskey’s home. He doesn’t react about it
because it was a very common phenomenon
for them.

Policeman Cleary came back around the
corner as the crowd dispersed. Surprised, he
upturned an ear toward the McCaskey apart-
ment, where the crash of irons and chinaware
and the ring of hurled kitchen utensils seemed
as loud as before. (Henry “Between Rounds”
40)

Here the reader is again given a sudden shift
of mood. This is shown only to portray that it is
a habit for them to fight and love often. The
fight never ends and the love never fades. The
couple is always together because of the same
underneath bond which the Katy and Joh had
—the pragmatic love. Though it is not visible
overtly in their actions, it is always present be-
low the visible surface and it never lets Mr. and
Mrs. McCaskey go apart.
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Rajaji's Formula and Partition of India
- Dr. Gz Sathiya Devi, Head & Asst. Professor Department of History, M.R.G. Arts College Mannargudi.

C. Rajagopalachariar was popularly known
as C.R. He was one among the selected bond
of leaders who participated in the freedom
struggle. He left the congress in 1942 when
Gandhi conceived the idea of the call to the
Britishers to quit India and to leave its defence
to Indians. For the first time C.R. differed from
Gandhi on the issue of ‘Quit India’. He sensed
that freedom for India without conceding the
demand of the Muslim League’s Pakistan would
be disastrous. He also felt that the first need
was Hindu-Muslim agreement as to a national
government to take over power. Gandhi started
the Quit India Movement on Aug 8, 1942 as
soon as the British Government arrested Gandhi
and all eminent congress leaders. When all con-
gress leaders including Gandhi were in jail, the
task of finding solution to the Hindu-Muslim
problem was taken by C.R. As Divakar attrib-
uted about C.R. “aruthlessly logical person and
an instinct distilled hundred times” was one of
the few Indian Leaders who followed an Inde-
pendent course of thought and action”'. C.R.
believed that the key to the solution of India’s
problem lay in adopting a sympathetic attitude
towards the demands of Muslim league. Then
he discussed with Gandhi and Jinnah and pre-
pared his own formula. It was popularly called
as the C.R. formula which was published later
after when Gandhi came from the jail. His fa-
mous formula was published on 10 July 1944.

His formula is as follows :
1. The formation of a joint provisional Govt.

by the Muslim League and the Congress
during the transitional period after the ter-
mination of the war.

2. Setting up of a boundary commission to
separate Muslim majority provinces
through a plebiscite, if necessary, and
thought a plebiscite should be held on
basis of adult suffrage to decide about
the issue of separation.

3. Opinion of the various political parties
should be taken into view before hold-
ing such a plebiscite.

4. As far as defense, commerce and com-
munications were concerned they should
be under one singular power.

5. Any transfer to population that might take
place after separation would be only on
avoluntary basis.

6. These terms would be binding on the
Congress and the Muslim League in case
of Britain transferring full powers and re-
sponsibility to the Government of India.

In Bombay Gandhi-Jinnah talks began on
September 9, 1944 and continued till on Sep-
tember 27, 1944 Gandhi and Jinnah met four-
teen times and recorded their conversation in a
series of letters (Twenty one letters) that con-
tained more than 15,000 words.* But at the
end, the Gandhi-Jinnah talks failed miserably.
The Pakistan that Gandhi was prepared to rec-
ommend was based essentially on the C.R. for-
mula. However it was turned wholly unsatis-
factory for Jinnah. Jinnah was not satisfied with
the various clauses of the formula. Firstly, it was
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too small, for without Punjab and Bengal, Pa-
kistan would be crippled beyond recognition
and would only be ‘a husk’. Secondly the Pa-
kistan acceptable to Gandhi and C.R. was not
totally delinked from India.

Both C.R. and Gandhi envisaged a treaty
of separation providing for matters such as for-
eign affairs, defense and communications —
“bonds of alliance between Hindustan and Pa-
kistan”. But Jinnah feared that the bonds would
bridge Pakistan’s sovereignty. Thirdly, the Pa-
kistan of C.R. — Gandhi’s conception was to
come after independence where as Jinnah
wanted Pakistan before the British left under
British auspicious. And fourthly, this Pakistan
was subject to a plebiscite, and moreover where
non-Muslims as well as Muslims would vote.’
Jinnah rejected the C.R. formula as offering, ““a
shadow and a husk, a maimed, mutilated and
moth-eaten Pakistan.® At the end Gandhi —
Jinnah talks failed. Disapproving of Gandhi’s
talks with Jinnah some congressmen blaming
C.R. and his Formula. The Hindu Maha Sabha
has reacted strongly against the C.R. formula.
B.R. Moonje, and eminent leader of Hindu
Maha Sabha remarked that the C.R.’s proposal
of division of India would certainly end in in-
complete balkanization of the country.” C.R.
felt that in the failure of the Gandhi-Jinnah talks,
the Muslim had lost an opportunity of a life time
to secure Pakistan. He argued that the time for
the proposal of Pakistan could have any chance
of success was when Gandhi had agreed to it.®
The British authorities gave a different interpre-
tation to the C.R. formula. Lord Wavell felts
that the formula had hardly any chance of ac-
ceptance by Jinnah or his plea without modifi-
cation Gandhi wanted to access the strength of

Hindu feelings against the Pakistan and he
would adopt a ‘future policy’ after seeing the
reactions.’

In C.R.’s view, the ball was now in the Brit-
ish court and their duty was to leave responsi-
bility in the hands of a stable ‘democracy’ and
‘retire’. If congress needed to show generos-
ity, the stride towards Jinnah had demonstrated
it. Let the British now choose how, and not
whether, they would transfer power and the
league would be obliged to co-operate. As he
put it, “a move on and a threat to strugglers
they will be left behind are the conditions nec-
essary to create the will to agree”.'” Wavell’s
cogitations also suggested the need for a Brit-
ish move. He informed Churchill of his view
that “a present govt. of India cannot continue
indefinitely or even for long”."" Gandhi and
Jinnah had large backing for their wish to the
British connection. The viceroy said that “I think
the failure of the Gandhi-Jinnah talks has cre-
ated a favorable moment for a move. Such as
to capture the Indian imagination. If we want
India as a Dominion after the war, we must begin
treating her much more like a Dominion now”."?
Following the failure of the Gandhi-Jinnah talks
yet another attempt was made to resolve the
political deadlock Bhulabhai Desai, who was
the leader of Congress party in the central Leg-
islative Assembly and Nawabzeda Liaquat
Alikhan who was the deputy leader of the
Muslim League’s Legislative party formulated
in January 1945, which was known as the
Desai-Liquate pact. Its proposal visualized the
formation of an interim government and also
formation of a coalition national government at
the Centre.'* Wavell convened a political con-
ference in Shimla on 26™ June to which he in-

| 138

(psde s8¢ |




BHAVAVEENA
Vol. 19, Issue. 8(1), August 2022
ISSN No. : 2456-4702 - RNI No. APTEL/2003/12253

UGC CARE List Group - 1 Journal
under Arts and Humanities Category

vited twenty-one leaders including C.R.14 The
British had faith that the conference would ac-
cept the proposal of C.R. As an experiences
administrator, C.R. had advocated his views
and on the making of the new constitution that
elected provincial assembly should approve the
proposal of the Indian Union with a frame ofa
federal constitution.'” C.R. was going on in-
sisting his proposal till 1945.'6 Originally it was
thought of both by the congress and British.
The scheme of Pakistan by C.R. would not
work out and “was trusted down most-deci-
sively by the Congress”.!” Congress’s relations
with the League had noticeably deteriorated
during the years 1944-1945. Many Indians
thought that the C.R. formula which formed the
basis of the Gandhi Jinnah talks in Bombay in
1944, had given the Muslim League what they
wanted.'® Inspite of the difficulties in arriving at
the conclusion between Congress and Muslim
League, C.R. had used to advocate his sug-
gestions then and there."” C.R. pointed out that
“for the first time the Congress Leaders had
thrown their whole weight into a British plan.?
He added that “the British Government had
every reason to put the government of India on
a firm and popular basis and the present strain
on Indo-British feeling. The Cabinet Mission
came to India on March-24, 1946 and the
objective of the mission was to set up quickly a
machinery for drawing up the constitution for
Independent India, and to make the necessary
arrangement for an Interim Government. Even
before the arrival of the cabinet mission C.R.
said that at Madurai “Swaraj will be a reality
within six months or at the most two years”.
C.R. worked for the Cabinet Mission’s suc-
cess. Sir Pethick Lawrence (who was one of

the members of the Cabinet Mission) expressed
his view to Wavell that C.R. was the biggest
man in Indian Politics”.*!

In C.R.’s first talk with the Cabinet Mission
Gandhi preferred the C.R. formula as a pos-
sible solution. The mission offered Jinnah the
“truncated” Pakistan through this formula and
classified that it would be entirely sovereign.
But Jinnah turned it down among other things
he wanted Calcutta. C.R. urged the cabinet
mission to insist on the adoption of democratic
constitution by the Indian states and he advised
the British Government not to impose a settle-
ment on the Indian parties but to refer the issue
of Pakistan.”> Some congress men were against
the restoration of C.R. to a position of influ-
ence in the organization. Finally Jawaharlal
Nehru himself had prepared the notes for the
congressmen, in which he suggested that he
could contemplate, some kind of separation-a
division of the Punjab and Bengal® it was al-
most like the C.R. formula. Lord mount batten
assumed the office as Viceroy of India on
March-24, 1947. His immediate task was to
restore peace among the Congress and the
Muslim League. He accepted the idea of Paki-
stan not as it was prepared by Jinnah but as
later modified by C.R. formula. He announced
his plan on June 3, 1947 and it provided for
the establishment of two separate dominions
of India and Pakistan. C.R. formula was a bold
move and the first recognition of the idea of
Pakistan throughout his career C.R. as a free-
dom fighter and a leader of all India recogni-
tion had maintained his individuality in all walks
of life. He had a penetrating intellect and moral
sense which added depth to the national af-
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fairs. His analysis, his anticipation, and his cour- ~ impact on national history as several crucial
age marked him as a statesman and made an  junctures.
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Abstract :

This paper aims at emphasizing the use of
English literature in teaching and learning in
multilingual classrooms. English education in
India has been largely dependent on teaching
literature. Literature indeed reflects society, its
values, and evils. It reflects the actions of hu-
man beings — what they think and how they
feel —and language plays a dominant part to
express those experiences. In a multilingual
society, literature and language act as a bless-
ing that makes speakers of different tongues sit
together and express their opinions in the class-
room through one common language i.e., En-
glish. This study has evolved out of my obser-
vation while learning,and teaching literature to
first-yearpost-graduate students.

Keywords : Language, Literature, Multi-
Lingual classroom, Teaching and learning, thick
and thin experience.

Introduction :

Human beings need a systematized medium
of communication. Therefore, language plays a
crucial role in everyone’s life. Though it is very
difficult to explain language due to its social
complexities, generally we use language for
communication. In India, we use more than one
language. If we speak two languages profi-
ciently, the phenomenon is called bilingualism.
Ifit is more than two, multilingualism.

Multilingualism traces its origin from Latin
whose Greeksynonym is polyglot, in
which poly- has more or less the same mean-
ing as multi- while-glot stands for -lingual.
Hence, the ability of a person to communicate
in multiple languages either in verbal or scripted
part is called multilingualism. It can also be
regarded as the co-existence of several lan-
guages, they can be formal or informal, ver-
nacular or bookish, immigrant or emigrant.

The linguistic diversity of India can be seen
in cities, public offices, institutions,etc. Even the
school classrooms of India offer the space to
study multilingual communication as different
languages are exchanged between teacher-stu-
dent duo during the effective knowledge trans-
fer. In this context, a multicultural student body
is a norm both in urban and rural scenarios.
The medium of instruction for schools and col-
leges may officially be designated as the official
language or the vernacular language. In reality,
language switching (means the usage of differ-
ent languages to convey the concept) is used
to mediate teaching and learning.

Objectives :
The objectives are :

¢ toidentify the problems and challenges
faced by the teacher in teaching English
literature in a multilingual classroom.

¢ to find out how teachers switch lan-
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guages while teaching English literature
in the classroom.

¢ to find out how students respond to their
teaching while learning,

¢ to suggest some new techniques for
teaching literature in the multi-lingual
classroom.

The Methodology :
a. Sample

The investigator used simple random
sampling. Eighteen teachers have been
selected for the study. They have taught
English language and literature in multi-
lingual classrooms at university or school
levels. The teachers were selected from
Kendriya Vidyalaya, Howard Lake View
school, and Maulana Azad National
Urdu University, Gachibowli.

b. Tools
1. Questionnaires for both teachers and stu-
dents.
i.. Semi-structured interview

Discussion and Findings :
Data were collected and analyzed based on
the data obtained. The findings are:

a. Language in the classroom

In Kendriya Vidhya and MANUU, I
found that the majority of the students
and the teachers speak the English lan-
guage in the classroom to communicate
with each other. In Howard Lake view
school, I found most of the students us-
ing the Telugu Language, the language of
the Telangana state to ask questions. The
teachers explained the queries of the stu-
dent according to their respective de-
mands of language.

b. Teachers’ use of language outside the
classroom on the campus

It was found that all the teachers use En-
glish to communicate as all of them are
from different backgrounds and English
acts as a link language between them.
But sometimes they crack jokes in their
mother tongue too to make the students
comfortable.The teachers do take the
precaution that students never interact in
another language. In Howard lake-view
school some students find teachers in-
teracting in Telugu.

Students’ usage of language with their re-
spective classmates

In MANUU & KV school, the major-
ity, out of 80 students in the class, 50
students used English as the language of
interaction with their peer groups even
when they found it difficult to speak in
English.

I have observed that students make their
friends according to their linguisticbackground
—a group of 5-6 Malayalam-speaking students
form a separate group. So was the case with
Telugu, Bengali Asami, and Odia-speaking stu-
dents.

In Howard Lake view school, out of 30 stu-
dents, only 10 use English for interaction, the
rest use their mother tongue. Some use Hindi
and others use Telugu depending on their lin-
guistic background.

Approach(es)/method(s)/techniques
usedinteaching English

Out of the 18 teachers, 13 responded that
they use different methods like lecture method,
demonstration method, classroom discussion,
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project method, grammar- translation, and di-
rect method. From this, I understand that
teacher switches from one language to another
to explain their concept. There is no relation-
ship between what the teachers say and what
they do.

d. Problems faced by non- English-speak-
ing students in the classroom.

Based on responses the following list of
problems faced by the non- English-
speaking students are:

¢ difficulty in interaction due to diversity of
languages;

¢ understanding and explaining their views
purely in English;

¢ errors in the grammatical structure; and

¢ usage of wrong vocabulary words.

The observation was that a few students
could interact with the teacher regarding the
content only. Those students who cannot con-
vey properly in English mostly ignore their
doubts and those who can speak English flu-
ently dominate the class. This has arisen as they
felt more comfortable communicating in English
while those who hesitated to interact obtained
a bad result in the end.

e. Teachers struggle in sharing the informa-
tion

The majority of teachers replied that they
had difficulty delivering the message to
the students with diverse linguistic back-
grounds. And the teacher had to repeat
the same concept using different struc-
tures, which take more time and their
syllabus completion date got dela-
yed. From the classroom observation, the

teachers found it difficult to understand
the queries raised by non- English-speak-
ing students. A few teachers claimed that
sometimes they had to ask the student
to speak slowly or clearly so that they
can understand the question raised by
students.

I also found that group work activities may
be helpful to the students and teachers rarely
conduct these types of activities because it is
time-consuming and sometimes very boring.

I would like to suggest the following ways
for effective literature classes :

1. Form groups based on the students’
mother tongue.

1. Give them a task to translate and com-
prehend.

1. Ask them simple questions.

iv. Allow them to use differentICT tools like
slide sharing, video-making, blogs, etc.
while explaining their concept

Now from the perspective of students, the
answer I found was they enjoyed the English
literature and language class because it is full of
activities and stories and literature allows them
to think out of the box and analyze, compre-
hend or deliver the same text from different
perspectives. In starting they find it quite diffi-
cult but gradually with time, they are into the
subject.

f. Students’ achievement

These three institutions (KV, MANUU,
Howard Lake View school) are multi-
lingual and they have students with var-
ied groupsin terms of mother tongues.
This study consisted of 40 students from
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varieties of backgrounds; the researcher
tried to find the problem of non- English-
speaking students with their academic
records and found that students who
cannot understand English easily have
lagged compared to English-speaking
students. And the causes are language
barriers and the fear of usage.

Monolingual Teaching Method vs Multi-
lingual Teaching Method :

This question we asked from both the teach-
ers and students at school/college and univer-
sity levels. Teachers replied multi-lingual method
is the best method because only then do the
students get exposure to the concept in their
language or the English language and they will
understand the real meaning of the text. 11
teachers out of 18 were in favor of that, rest
want to focus on monolingual language at the
university level because they want students to
have command over the English language and
it can only be possible with the usage of the
English language without translation or switch-
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ing to another language. And at the school level,
both monolingual and multi-lingual work greatly,
according to the circumstances.

And many students responded that they
wanted a teacher who speaks as many lan-
guages as they could and translate the words
and meaning according to their needs. Multi-
lingual teaching can encourage students to learn
English easily. A few students said that English
literature can be made interesting and helpful if
they could find teachers who can explain it in
their mother tongue.
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From the above findings and discussion, |
have observed that students like English litera-
ture but hard to understand it properly because
English isnot their mother tongue. Besides,
teachers use English. To make matters worse,
teachers use native-English movies to teach
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Abstract :

The objective of this paper is to study “A
Historical Study on Religions Tourism in
Nagapttinam District with Speical Reference to
Vailankanni Tample *“ the study shows that there
is a wide scope of religious tourism in Tamil
Nadu due to presence of various religious des-
tinations like Vailankanni, Religion is one of
the tourism phenomena, which attract thousands
of tourists every year from across the
globe. Religious tourism is not an easy activity.
There are many authors who have given severa
definition of spiritual tourism. Religious tourism
once in a while called religion tourism is tour-
ism wherein human beings tour to unleash the
electricity of non secular places with the func-
tions of pilgrimage missionary or entertainment.
India is an area of many religions. Hinduism,
Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, and
Jainism are accompanied in majority. The Na-
tion is a communion of numerous belies and
the Shrine Basilica of our Lady Vailankanni near
Nagapattinam, stands as a testimony to this
outstanding communion. Shrines and feasts play
a primary and distinctly visible role in Indian
Catholic exercise.

Key words : Cultural Customs, Pilgrimage,
Proper Infrastructure, Religious Religious Tour-
1sm, and Tourist
Introduction :

India is an area of many religions. Hindu-

ism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, and
Jainism are accompanied in majority. The Na-
tion is a communion of numerous belies and
the Shrine Basilica of our Lady Vailankanni near
Nagapattinam, stands as a testimony to this
outstanding communion. Shrines and feasts play
a primary and distinctly visible role in Indian
Catholic exercise. In addition to the various
nearby shrines and the once a year feasts which
can be hallmarks of parish existence, there are
numerous crucial pilgrimage sites that draw pil-
grims from a distance. Vailankanni become part
of the parish of Nagapattinam, however as pil-
grims started out to pour into Vailankanni, it
become raised to the fame of an independent
parishin 1771, and Fr. Antonio de Rozario the
final parish priest of the Church of the Immacu-
late Conception, Nagapattinam, turned into
appointed the first Parish priest of Vailankanni.
Nagapattinam had constantly been under the
ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Bishop of the
Diocese of Mylapore. Shrines and feasts play
a critical and quite visible role in Indian Catho-
lic exercise. In addition to the various local
shrines and the yearly feasts which are hall-
marks of parish life, there are several critical
pilgrimage websites that draw pilgrims from a
distance.

Religious Tourism Defining :
Religious tourism is not an easy activity.
There are many authors who have given severa
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definition of spiritual tourism. Religious tourism
once in a while called religion tourism is tour-
ism wherein human beings tour to unleash the
electricity of non secular places with the func-
tions of pilgrimage missionary or entertainment,
Religious tourism involves traveling with a cen-
ter motive of experiencing and exploring reli-
gious places, paperwork, or the goods spiri-
tual locations set off like art, traditions, lifestyle,
well-being tourism (fitness and recovery) is like-
wise considered as part of spiritual tourism.

Religious Tourism in India :

Religious tourism in India relies upon on
elements, first is the religion of domestic visitor
who believes at the non secular vacation spot
they visit and second is the overseas visitor who
visits a specific spiritual vacation spot to be able
to enjoy the spirituality, novelty of the spiritual
locations. Many tourists from everywhere in the
comes to India to revel in the spirituality of holy
vicinity in India even the folks that are non-spiri-
tual visits those holy locations to recognize
about the importance of these locations. There
is anumerous hidden records behind the spiri-
tual places which every person wants to realize
whether or not the individual is religious or non-
spiritual.

Study Area:

Velankanni is a small village located in
Nagpattanam district of the state of Tamil Nadu,
on the coast of Bay of Bengal, and lies between
10°7 north latitudes and 79° 8 east longitudes
ithas occupies an area 5.5 sq.km

Location and Background :

The most and minimal temperature in
Velankanni in summer is 36 °c (97 °f) 29 °c
(84 °f) and wintry weather is min. 28 °c (eighty

two °f) 21 °c (70 °f). It was as soon as a tiny
village on the coast of the Bay of Bengal and
it’s miles now a popular Pilgrim center.
Velankanni is a panchayat town in Nagapattinam
district.
Topography :

Velankanni consists of an area round over-
all five .Five squarekm. The important occupa-
tions of the people are agriculture and fishing.

Temperature & Climate :

Temperature is excessive within the month
of April and May. December and January are
the good months in Velankanni. The daily tem-
perature revolves around 29°c and nights are
excellent, however have heavy wind blows from
the sea. Rainfall is experienced during October
and November.

Transport and Communication :
Velankanni is properly related through buses
at some point of Tamil Nadu. Frequent buses
are available from Thanjavur & Thiruchirapalli.
Nearest railway station Nagapattinam. Near-
estAirport is Thiruchirapalli & Chennai

Velankanni Church History and Architec-
ture :

Known because the ‘Lourdes of the East’,
the Velankanni Church is one of the maximum
revered pilgrimages for Catholics in India. The
tale of the church dates back to 16th or 17th
century, whilst Mother Mary is assumed to have
regarded in this small village, with infant Jesus
in her arms. She is stated to have saved Portu-
guese sailors from a storm at the equal time. It
1s assumed that 3 miracles happened at the
same time. These had been — the arrival of
Mother Mary with Jesus, the curing of a lame
buttermilk vendor and the Portuguese soldiers
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getting saved from a storm. Since then, this re-
gion has a big following. Every year, massive
crowds go to the church to pay respects and
are seeking for advantages. About 20 million
pilgrims tour to the church on a every year ba-
sis. During the feast, almost three million set
foot on the hallowed grounds.

Statement of the Problem :

Pilgrimage tourism primarily based on spiri-
tual websites or arte facts faces problems and
increases arguable troubles. These consist of
competition between faiths for a region and his-
torical past and conflicts among pilgrimage and
secular, business tourism, the building shrine or
artefact may additionally have high-quality spiri-
tual price however a business fee too as such
and frequently in any openly available situation.
It is prone to robbery and to vandalism. Fur-
thermore, as with different professional or low-
key tourism assets, financial blessings associ-
ated with say, church travelling do no longer
pay for the resource and its control. Velankanni
church can be the enchantment but the cash is
spent inside the beach, restaurant, or gift store
and with little re funding in presentation or con-
servation of the website, building or artefact.
The situation isn’t always sustainable. There are
elements of sacred website travelling and con-
trol already mentioned that vender some prob-
lems specially crucial. There can be extreme
conflicts among desires to keep facilities freely
open to religious visitors. Need to raise money
to hold the cloth and the vulnerability of fre-
quently remote sites to vandalisim, robbery and
desecration. According to the English tourist
board survey greater than half of of the church
buildings assessed had suffered from robbery
and nearly as many from vandalisim with as

much as 80% of websites affected. There were
problems of wear and tear, harm to buildings,
noise disturbance and clutter a greater recent
observe taken into consideration the issues of
pilgrimage tourists.

Objectivs of the Study :

a. To find out the pilgrimage tourism po-
tential in Velankanni.

b. To examine the facilities provided to pil-
grims at pilgrimage center.

c. To find out Possibilities and Potential of
Religious Tourism in Vailankanni.

Methodology :

Data is gathered from Primary source. The
technique of research layout includes the ex-
ploratory observe which consists of literature
survey. In the preliminary level, an in depth lit-
erature survey changed into completed through
the primary and secondary facts resources.
Various studies journals, periodicals, databases,
and books had been cited elicit background
records inclusive of the beginning, improvement
and alertness of Pilgrimage Tourism develop-
ment in Velankanni.

Institutions Supported by using the Shrine:

An institute for Marian research has been
installed to impart right guidance to monks,
Religious and laity on Mariology. Higher sec-
ondary faculty and a primary faculty and a
boarding Don Bosco domestic for kids have
also been mounted to offer educational facili-
ties to the needy college students. Health care
and social welfare institutes have also been set
up to provide simple clinical facilities.

Common Facilities for Pilgrims :
As of now, there are as many as 15 Pilgrim
quarters besides the Christ the King’s Mahal-a
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large shape with an area of 44,000 squarefeet
for the unfastened stay of terrible Pilgrims. The
other facilities include the mass imparting cen-
tre, Religious articles ebook depot, the Marian
e book stall, the shrine canteen, a counter for
booking rooms, and outdoor auditorium and a
community hall. The museum of services within
the shrine campus bears eloquent testimony to
be miracles that take location at the shrine.

Pilgrimage and tourism potentials in
Velankanni :

Velankanni basilica :

The predominant Basilica is an architectural
beauty and there are impartial churches. In the
above church people give Saree as supplying
and it is placed on a statue of Mother Mary.
This saree is later given to bad ladies at some
stage in their marriage. The vintage authentic
church is in the back of basilica closer to the
beach. This region is constantly crowded with
pilgrims.

Lady's Tank Church :

At the end of the holy path you will find
Lady’s Tank and Lady’s Tank Church. This is
wherein Mother Mary first seemed to a milk
boy in sixteenth century. You can purchase holy
water from this location. On the left of the
church you’ll see “fabric cradles’ hanging from
tree branches. Couples tie those “cradles” as
an presenting to mother Mary asking the gift of
a toddler in return. Many childless couples
swear that they were given a baby after tying
the “cradle imparting” here

Museum of Offerings :

Behind the Basilica you’ll find Museum of
services where a pattern show of objects
people provide to Virgin Mary is displayed. You

can examine via people’s experience expressed
in numerous letters written to church. There is
also a small book shop inside this. You should
purchase a detailed guide to Velankanni and
also a ebook on Velankanni from here. Other
memento objects such as key chains and “Jesus
Loves You” stickers may be bought from here.
There is a “blessed oil counter” and few handi-
craft shops run by way of Tsunami affected girls
on the ground ground.

Shrine Depot :

The Shrine depot is positioned on the right
aspect of museum of services. You can pur-
chase a lot of stuft which includes handicrafts
and other non secular materials. There is an data
counter and a protection office on the equal
constructing.

Sea side Shops :

There is a narrow avenue at the back of
basilica which takes you the Velankanni sea-
side. After the Shrine depot visit we went to
the seashore. On both aspects of the street there
are various shops starting from immediate pic-
ture studios to stores selling DVDs. It is an ex-
citing experience and rings a bell in my memory
that all people love to store! Check out some
of'the pictures beneath to get a feeling of what
itis like.

Velankanni Beach :

The sea here is hard and deep and swim-
ming right here is glaringly volatile. But you may
see hundreds of people swimming within the
sea at any time. The sea side is full of pilgrims
within the evening.

Velankanni car festival :
The Lady got here floating in her car, shoul-
dered through her foot infantrymen of faith. And
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as she floated alongside the teeming lots, her
trustworthy knelt, some with open hands, a few
with absolute supplication—every with their very
own cause for reverence and give up. Tuesday
evening marked the penultimate day celebra-
tions of the Velankanni Feast — the Velankanni
automobile pageant spruced with as a lot gran-
deur because the flag hoist ceremony, a week
before. As if a metaphor, against the darkness
of the late night sky, the best light was from the
shrine and the cars that carried the Gods. The
vehicle procession that commenced at half past
seven —become harbingered by means of the
occasional crackers towards the darkish sky
above trailing the motion of the cars down un-
der. From above, it was picturesque, like a float-
ing automobile in a sea of human beings. Five
life-length displays have been poised at places
for the gain of the pilgrims that bumped into
tens of lots. And for as soon as, absolute sup-
plication looked endearing —with each believer,
soaking in the splendor of Our Lady of Health,
with celebrity-lit eyes and prayers galore. Each
bespoke the decision for myriad benefits, and
amid the resonating hymns, the six automobiles
floated ahead and the very last automobile,
sporting the Lady of Velankanni drifted her way
and poised herselfin the front of the shrine for
the sake of the blessed. For the thousands, who
had thronged and lodged themselves hours
before the procession, it became a penance of
sorts —one that saw its expression in their su-
perstar-lit eyes, rested bodies, and pleading-
open arms in defenseless submission to the fe-
male almighty - as calls for ‘peace among in-
ternational locations’ and ‘love among humans’
changed into made along the path of the mo-
tors. It is stated that the ones, who shouldered

the auto might be determined by way of the
Parish on the basis of requests made with the
aid of the devoted. While, the six small motors
were shouldered by means of ladies, the very
last vehicle with the Lady of Velankanni be-
came carried by way of men.

Days of Devotion :

September 8, the date when the worldwide
Church marks the birth of Mary, is the official
date of the Feast of Annai Velankanni. But the
feast begins 11 days earlier, on August 29, when
the shrine is packed in anticipation of the flag
hoisting at dusk. It continues over a nine-day
novena, culminating on the feast day. The for-
mat, which dates back to a cooptation of local
practice by 16th-century Jesuit missionaries,
“replicates Hindu Navarattiri festivals at god-
dess temples with nine-night, ten-day celebra-
tions and a climactic event on the final day.

Result and Opinion of the People (Inter-
view) :

The experience of Pilgrims towards Reli-
gious Tourism in Vailankanni Although there was
a incredible push from the government and
temple authorities to build a domain for spiri-
tual tourism in Vailankanni, the experiences of
pilgrims aren’t first-class. An average 56.71%
of'the sample respondents have given effective
evaluations and 34.Five% of the pattern re-
spondents have given a negative overview.
Thus, the authorities, temple government and
additionally the non-public gamers must play a
bigger role to offer delight to the visitors.
19.Eighty one% of the sample respondents have
no longer availed the offerings, which desires
to reduce further, as site visitors have to be
capable of revel in the to be had offerings. The
pride degree of the site visitors journeying
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Vailankanni From the above statistics interpre-
tation and evaluation following remark can be
made:

a) Satisfied Sectors :

The traffic to Vailankanni are glad with the
services together with availability of transpor-
tation, right satisfactory of lodging, consuming
places, souvenir stores, quality of roads, pro-
tection, accommodation price lists and pleas-
ant of statistics that are basically offer by means
of the temple government or the government.

b) Dissatisfied Sectors :

The site visitors to Vailankanni are disillu-
sioned with the offerings together with public
convenience, information centers, behavior of
local human beings, shops aside from souvenir
shops and maintenance traveller web page.
Hence, the authorities ought to work on pre-
senting greater statistics centers, take due care
of the visitor website, and build more public
conveniences to aid the vacationer.

Suggestions :

¢ Itis strongly recommended that the de-
livery network highlighting on the con-
nectivity, operation, regularity and rea-
sonable fare ought to be progressed
round the year and more specially, at
some stage in the festive activities.
Itis likewise suggested that delivery tar-
iff ought to be affordable to the pilgrims
as majority of them are price range cat-
egory of travelers.
Pay and park facility should be began
by way of the authorities it’s going to
helpful for needless motors parking.
Conclusion :

Several subject matters relevant to the larger

literature on place attachment and vicinity iden-
tity emerge from this look at. This have a look
at establishes the reciprocal courting between
vicinity and religion and suggests that faith can
foster region attachment and for a few people
it can grow to be an crucial issue of the attach-
ment they sense to specific places. People have
sturdy religion in God for reaching achievement
inside the lifestyles. Whether it can be the pur-
chase of expertise, wealth, social status, role,
reputation, and many others, or it is able to be
the wish for locating new understanding. In
addition to this, humans desire to visit the abode
of Gods and Goddesses as according to their
tradition and custom. Many parishes in Tamil
Nadu also are named after the Mother of
Velankanni, inclusive of one which hosts the
metropolis of Chennai’s biggest shrine to her.
In 2019 a few 200,000 human beings con-
firmed up at that shrine for the flag hoisting by
myself, in line with neighborhood newspapers.
The parish is now constructing a church as a
way to be one in every of the most important
inside the town. The thing smart delight index
reveals that during popular the pilgrims are
happy with the facilities but it’s miles determined
that about consuming water facility pilgrims are
unhappy. Local government and authority need
to take serious word of such state of affairs
and may manage to satisfy the call for of pil-
grims. In spite of all centers available yet there
may be a scope to develop and grow. Better
efforts should be made by means of the au-
thorities in a righter perspective in order that
vailankanni can develop as one of the nice place
of non secular tourism.
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COVID -19 and Tribal Communities : Problems and Measures

- Dr. Kandagatla Sravan Kumar, Department of Sociology and Social Work,

Kakatiya University, Warangal, Telangana State

According to a report submitted in Decem-
ber, 2018 by the Committee of Experts on
Tribal Health entitled “Tribal Health in India:
Bridging the Gap and a Roadmap for the Fu-
ture”, there are approximately 104.2 million
(according to the 2011 Census) tribes in India,
concentrated in ten different north-eastern states
and spread over 705 tribes, making up 8.6 per
cent of the country’s population. About 90 per
cent of the tribal population in the country lives
in rural areas. Tribal people are in the lowest
position in various health, educational, and so-
cial indicators. According to a report by the
Committee on Experts on Tribal Health, more
than 50 per cent of the population lives in 90
districts, or 809 blocks.

The Community Forest Rights-Learning and
Advocacy (CFR-LA), All India Forum of For-
est Movements (AIFFM) has told the Union
Ministry of Tribal Affairs that the COVID-19
lockdown has adversely affected tribals and
other forest habitat groups. According to Tushar
Dash, an independent researcher who worked
on the report, “Impact of Lockdown on Other
Forest Dwellers,” compiled from information
gathered by tribal activists and tribal rights net-
works working across the country on tribal is-
sues, the lack of health care facilities in tribal
areas and the lack of an institutional mecha-
nism to address the livelihoods of tribals and
forest dwellers from minor forest products
(MFPs) are the major issues.

Restrictions on the movements of tribal sects
and “recent changes in environmental policies

affecting tribal rights are one of the major con-
cerns discussed in the report”’, Tushar Dash said.
Of the 18 states and the Union Territory of
Andaman and Nicobar in the country, 75 most
backward tribal groups (PVTGs) are classi-
fied by the Ministry of Home Affairs as the most
vulnerable because they are located in areas
without administrative and infrastructure. The
report addresses issues faced by PVTGs, prob-
lems faced by nomadic and religious commu-
nities, problems arising from diversion of forest
lands, restrictions on the movement of tribals,
non-recognition of forest rights; and insecurity
over tenure.

Tribal and other forest communities are in-
evitably affected during the COVID-19 first
lockdown in 2020. The lockdown measures
had a severe impact on the population of the
poor and marginalised because of the lack of
health facilities, livelihood, physical hardship,
lack of food, shelter, and financial hardship.
There have been reports across the country of
severe hardships faced by tribal people, with a
lack of public distribution system’s food grains
or supplies to these communities, unemploy-
ment, reverse migration, and, unfortunately, the
lack of health care plans aimed at the tribes to
deal with COVID-19 emergencies has raised
concerns among serious tribal people about the
mass spread of the coronavirus.

COVID-19: Major problems of tribal com-
munities :
Lack of information, health care facilities,
and resources :

The Committee of Experts report suggests
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that tribal areas are already suffering from mul-
tiple issues. Lack of primary health care facili-
ties and health care professionals; malnutrition;
malaria, leprosy, tuberculosis, lack of informa-
tion leading to other diseases, lack of aware-
ness, etc. are important health problems in tribal
communities. The lack of information and
awareness about the COVD-19 epidemic
among tribal people is a major issue in tribal
areas. Tribal settlements are located in forests
or on distant hills, making it difficult to get in-
formation about these areas. The lack of health
care facilities in the tribal areas has severely
affected the ability to cope with the spread of
COVID-19, which has become a serious threat
to the tribal population. The allocation and
monitoring of test equipment in tribal areas is a
big challenge, so testing for viruses such as
COVID-19 is rare in tribal areas because the
existing testing centres are set up in urban ar-
eas. During the first lockdown, face masks and
other medicines to protect against the virus were
not available to the tribals. For example, Gothi
Koya in the Mulugu district of Telangana, other
tribes in the Bastar district of Chhattisgarh with
palm leaves, and tribals in Vizianagaram dis-
trict in Andhra Pradesh wear face masks made
from herbal health care. The detention of mi-
grants returning to villages and tribal settlements
has also helped keep the number of COVID-
19 cases in tribal areas low so far, but the lack
of public transport and declining hospital ser-
vices have led to delays in providing medical
care and treatment to those suffering from other
aspects.

Food insecurity, loss of livelihood, and un-

employment :
Micronutrient deficiencies are a major cause

of food insecurity in children. The public distri-
bution system (PDS) supply is low as tribals
and other tribal forest dwellers live far away.
Although they were able to reach their nearest
PDS centres, some were denied food items as
they were not registered at the PDS centre and
did not have ration cards or Aadhaar cards.
The ‘Direct Benefit Transfer’ scheme, which
has been widely promoted by the Central and
State governments, has left many tribals and
forest dwellers without bank accounts, and due
to their remoteness, they are unable to with-
draw cash promptly due to lockdown.

Since the liberalisation of the Indian
economy in the 1990s, millions of local people
have migrated to cities to work in the
unorganised sectors, including tribal groups.
The COVID-19 mainly affected the economy
and led to job losses in various sectors. The
reverse migration was caused by the lockdown,
which also included migrant workers as well as
tribals carrying disease due to reverse migra-
tion is one reason for the spread of coronavirus.
The reverse migration has permanently dam-
aged the survival of endangered indigenous
tribal communities and tribes in India. COVID-
19 challenged the survival of some of the
world’s most endangered tribes, endangered
indigenous communities, and tribes like Great
Andamanese, Jarawas, Onge, Shompen,
Sentinelese, Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Great Andamanese population of less than
1,000, Onge-12, These ancient tribes,
Jarawas-520, and Sentinelese-60, are already
endangered. Reverse migration has left remote
tribes starving, while those trapped in urban
areas have been left alone without proper food,
shelter, and facilities. There is also evidence that
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tribals have been subjected to racial discrimi-
nation due to lockdown imposed in various
places in the country, as well as attacks on tribals
in the north-eastern states of India as well. As
part of the reverse migration, most of the people
also walked hundreds of kilometres due to a
lack of public transport and were evacuated
by different state governments through differ-
ent modes of transport.

Tribal tribes have a higher poverty rate than
the general population. According to the Min-
istry of Tribal Affairs, tribal people living below
the poverty line in 2011-12 accounted for 45.3
per cent of the rural population and 24.1 per
cent of the urban population. Tribals are already
suffering from hunger and malnutrition, but
lockdown restrictions, regulations, restrictions,
and lack of livelihoods have forced temporary
workers out of the unorganized sector to re-
turn from other areas and become unemployed.

Loss of livelihood due to the impact of Mi-
nor Forest Products and Non-Timber For-
est Products (NTFPs) :

The lockdown has affected the traditional
livelihood of the tribals. According to the Min-
istry of Tribal Affairs, minor forest products
(MFPs) are the main source of livelihood for
tribals living in forest areas. About 100 million
forest dwellers depend on MFPs for food, shel-
ter, medicine, and cash income. 20-40 per cent
of the annual income of the tribals comes from
small forest products. The minor forest prod-
ucts collection season starts in April and lasts
until June, which accounts for up to 60 per cent
of the annual collection. Unfortunately, this time
around, the first lockdown period (in 2020) has
affected product collection and sales. The
Lockdown has also had an impact on the gen-

eral health of female forest dwellers. Tribal fami-
lies who were actively involved in the collec-
tion and sale of minor forest products, includ-
ing bamboo, sugarcane, fodder, leaves, gums,
and wax, suffered financial losses. As there were
no buyers due to the lockdown to sell minor
forest products, the state governments closed
various borders to avoid congestion so that the
tribals could not sell their forest products. The
Ministry of Tribal Affairs established the Van
Dhan Centers for skill development for tribal
communities as minor forest products collec-
tion centres.

During the first lackdown of 2020, The
Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs said that tribal
organic products and products that boost natu-
ral immunity were delivered to consumers’
homes in cities. For this, 57 mobile vehicles
were started. The vehicles were made avail-
able in a total of 31 cities, including Delhi,
Ahmedabad, Allahabad, Bangalore, Bhopal,
Chennai, Coimbatore, and Guwahati. It is com-
mendable that, under the auspices of the Tribal
Cooperative Marketing Development Federa-
tion as part of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, the Cen-
tral Department of Tribal Affairs has been in-
strumental in delivering tribal products door-
to-door and launched a website called “Tribes
India e-Mart” to set up online shopping for tribal
products.

Failure to recognise forest rights :

Due to a lack of education, awareness, and
resources, many tribal members and forest
dwellers have not registered their legal rights to
forest land and resources. Forest rights are cru-
cial in ensuring the livelihood and food security
of'tribal and forest dwellers. The Forest Rights
Act has the potential to protect the forest rights
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of 40 million hectares (50 per cent of India’s
forest land) and 20 crore tribal and other tradi-
tional forest dwellers. Village councils empow-
ered with Community Forest Resource (CFR)
rights under the Forest Rights Act have im-
proved tribal productivity and maintained it
consistently. For example, many of the Gram
Sabhas operating in the Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra earned a high income through the
collection and sale of non-timber forest prod-
ucts, which also kept some of the funds for vil-
lage development activities. These funds were
used to address the situation created by the
lockdown.

The report (Tushar Dash, 2020) states that
the lockdown imposed by COVID-19 has had
an impact on the conduct of village councils in
violation of the Forest Rights Act and that there
have been instances of diversion of forest lands.
Indigenous tribes oppose the diversion of for-
ests, as they have been dependent on forests
since the time of their ancestors. The Union
Ministry of Environment is clearing forest di-
version proposals during the lockdown. The
report said it had issued new guidelines such as
relaxing forest and environmental clearance
regulations for mining by new tenants while
people were in lockdown period.

Measures were taken by the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs during the Lockdown :

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) is
committed to ensuring the safety and well-be-
ing of India’s tribal population during COVID-
19’s absence by adhering to all rules and regu-
lations established by the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare MHFW). MoTA’s health ac-
tivities have centered on raising awareness of
COVID-19, enhancing access to vital medical

services, and conducting thermal screenings of
tribal people. Essentials such as masks, soap,
and personal protective equipment (PPE) kits
have been delivered to frontline employees in
various parts of the country. In addition, mo-
bile medical units and other medical facilities
were set up in various locations.

With the help of community members and
employing their local knowledge of medicinal
plants, medical plant clusters have been formed
under the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, in
partnership with the Ministry of AYUSH. The
Ministry has also increased its economic sup-
port during the pandemic by revising the mini-
mum support price (MSP) of forest produce,
adding 23 new items to the MSP list, sanction-
ing 1126 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras to create
employment opportunities for 3.6 lakh tribals
under the Van Dhan Yojana, and providing fi-
nancial, capacity, and advisory support to vil-
lage enterprises.

Through its institutional platform, the Na-
tional Scheduled Tribes Finance and Develop-
ment Corporation (NSTFDC), which is part
of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, provides fi-
nancial support for tribal self-employment and
ensures the availability of need-based financial
support, capacity building, and advisory ser-
vices for the establishment of village enterprises
or self-employment to 55,000 tribal individu-
als.

Indications for tribal development after
COVID-19 :

1) Look for more specialised healthcare
centres, health facilities, and basic re-
sources in all tribal areas in the country.
The Central and State governments
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should formulate the necessary strategies
with forest product traders to ensure the
procurement of minor forest products.
Tribal people should be in touch with
online buyers and sellers at all times for
the products so that families who depend
on minor forest products and woodless
products are not harmed.

il) The Compensatory Forestry Fund Man-
agement and Planning Authority
(CAMPA ) should regularly release funds
to village councils for tribal forest re-
source management and livelihood ac-
tivities to address the financial crisis
caused by the lockdown. Job opportu-
nities should also be provided to tribal
community members.

i) An effective forest rights act is needed
to ensure the recognition of the forest
rights of tribal people.

iv) The reverse migration caused by the
COVID-19 lockdown has affected mil-
lions of tribal people in the country, and
policies need to be formulated to pre-
vent similar social disorders in the future.

Conclusion :
The future response plan for tribal health and
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Political Participation of Women in India with Special Refer-
ence to Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy - A historical Study
- Dr. R. Sathya Bhama, Assistant Professor, Department Of History, Thiru.Vi.Ka.

Government Thiru.Vi.Ka. Government, Tiruvarur.

Abstract :

Political participation is defined in different
ways by different people; political participation
is a process by which people voluntarily take
part in political activities and affairs. If democ-
racy is the rule by people, the question that
arises is who participates in political decisions,
which is one of the most fundamental questions
of democracy. It is the will of the people, men
and women, which decides who should rule and
what the goals should be. Citizens use partici-
pation as a way to communicate their aspira-
tions and needs, and a technique to strengthen
democracy. Lack of ability to participate im-
plies lack of full membership within the system.
The government takes important decisions not
only on national and international issues, but
also on matters which affect women’s lives di-
rectly, such as maternity and childcare. Poli-
tics, the sphere of public life that deals with es-
tablishing, interpreting and enforcing the rules
of personal and community relations, has not
welcomed women.

The concept of political participation encom-
passes all voluntary actions intended to influ-
ence the making of public polices, the adminis-
tration of public affairs and the choice of politi-
cal leaders at all levels of government. Political
participation in concerned not only with the
organization of the state and government and
the dialectics of the exercise of power, it also
seeks to reorganise the lives of the members of
society.

Statement of the problem :

Today the political interventions by women
in India range from movements for peace and
good governance to protests against rape,
dowry, domestic violence, food adulteration,
the price-rise and deforestation. They are raising
their voices against discrimination and injustice
in social, economic and political spheres. Poli-
tics for them does not mean only the activities
of electing representatives and governing. It
also includes efforts ofraising consciousness and
changing the unequal power structure for a just
and equal system.

In India many welfare schemes have been
implemented for the betterment and empow-
erment political participation and achievement
of women. Because of the implementation of
welfare measures and schemes, women have
reached important positions in making decision.
In spite of number of political achievements
taken by central and state governments, the
political status of women, still, is found deplor-
able. Hence an attempt has been made to study
the affective implementation of women politi-
cal awareness in India.

Methodology of the study :

This is an ex-post facto evaluation study in
historical perspective using descriptive and ana-
lytical techniques. Where are possible attempt
are has been made to quantity data and present
data in the form of statistical tables. Simple
statistical tools have been used to analysis data
to arrive to logical conclusions.
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In order to bring about equality in the status
of women the focus has now shifted to em-
powerment. Political participation of women
is very crucial for empowerment of women.
Participation provides the vital link between
awareness and integration. This paper focus
on political participation as it is an essential
condition for the empowerment of women only
when women are present in large numbers will
they be able to arrest and fight for their rights.

In ancient India, during the early Vedic pe-
riod, women were educated, civilized, enjoyed
equal rights to men and they had high status in
the society. They actively participated in the
decision-making process. But this high status
of women started to deteriorate with the ad-
vent of Muslims in India. During this Muslim -
Mughal period, the Hindu women withdrew
themselves from the decision-making process
and thus became the worst sufferers. How-
ever, during the British rule in India women ac-
tively took part in the freedom struggle.

In the modern period, the national move-
ment gave an opportunity for women to par-
ticipate in the political activities of the country.
During this period both men and women par-
ticipated in the national movement and their unity
and sacrifice paved the way for the success of
national movement and success of women in
political movement. This laid the foundation
for the political awareness among women and
this served as a natural cause for women to
start women’s movement which aimed at equal
rights for both men and women. Political par-
ticipation is closely related to the women’s fran-
chise and the right to vote enjoyed by the
women helps in determining the degree of
women’s political participation as well as in

decision-making.' The Indian National Con-
gress had women as its members.

In India the multidimensional national move-
ment under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi
acted as a catalyst for participation of women
in politics.’The inspiring leadership of Gandhi
enabled India women who had hitherto re-
mained invisible to step out of the confines of
their homes and take part in processions and
demonstrations, and even to court arrest. He
encouraged women to take part in the National,
Political and Social movements of the nation.
According to him, freedom struggle was a
struggle for the country’s freedom as well as
the freedom of women, and he worked for both.
From the beginning of his political activities, he
associated himself with women’s cause and
sought their help when necessary.* Some of the
outstanding women of Gandhian era were
Kasturba Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu, Manibehn
Patel, RajkumariArmitKaur, Urmila Das,
DurgabaiDeshmukh and SuchitraKripalani.
Gandhi’s followers consisted of women from
all sections of society ranging from poor, illiter-
ate women to the rich and educated. They
proved that they were capable of moving inde-
pendently into leadership roles. Women’s in-
volvement in the national movement was sig-
nificant as it proved that give the opportunity
women had the capacity and the ability to par-
ticipate in politics. The early twentieth century
saw the birth of women’s organisations and the
beginnings of the demand for political rights.
Women'‘s India Association was established
under the presidentship of Srimathi Annie
Besant, the appealed to women to actively par-
ticipate in the Home Rule league movement.
The main motive of the association was the
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upliftment of women and the achievementof
social equality. In 1917 Margret Cousins led a
delegation consisting of Sarojini Naidu, Annie
Besant, Mrs.Jinarajadesa to meet E.S.Monta-
gue and Lord Chelmsford demanding women’s
right to vote.* They were supported by the all
India women'’s association but the Montague
Chelmsford Reforms did not include women’s
right to vote, this led to a strong protest from
women.

Margret Cousins, an Irish lady took impor-
tant steps towards the upliftment of women in
Madras presidency. She wrote to
Prof.D.K.Karve at Poona enquiring about the
possibility of a deputation to wait upon the Sec-
retary of state and Viceroy. A special team
consisting of Sarojini Naidu, Annie Besant
HeeraBai Mehta and Mitha Tata visited En-
gland in 1919 and appear before the joint se-
lect committee on the government of India and
demanded right to vote to Indian women. They
were supported by British women in their de-
mand.

The Congress also supported their demand
by passing a resolution at the Calcutta session
under the presidentship of Annie Besant. The
Bombay special session of the Congress and
the Delhi session of the National Congress sup-
ported the cause. The Muslim League also
supported women'’s enfranchisement in Sep-
tember 1918. SaraladeviChaudhurani (an edu-
cationalist and political activist who founded
Bharat StreeMahamandal in Allahabad in 1910)
presented the resolution supporting the vote for
women. She also told her audience that women
had as much right to chart their own destinies
as men for this was the age of human rights,
justice, freedom and self determination. ° As a

result the joined select committee recom-
mended that there should not be any disqualifi-
cations on the basis of sex. However the gov-
ernment of India act, 1919 empowered the
provincial legislature to consider the demands.
The Madras legislature was the first to grant
women the right to vote in 1920. Other pro-
vincial legislatures also granted enfranchisement
to women by 1929.

In 1932, elections to Provincial legislative
Council was held, a number of women not only
contested elections but also won in the elec-
tions. RukmanilLakshmipathi was Deputy
Speaker in 1937 -1939 in the Madras Legis-
lative Assembly. Later on she became the Min-
ister of Health in the Ministry formed by
Shri. T.Prakasham in 1946. During this period
voting Right was based on educational qualifi-
cation and property, hence only a limited num-
ber of women could vote. The Constituent
Assembly of India was constituted in Novem-
ber 1949, though the total number of women
elected was only eleven, there were three
women from Madras Province — Mrs.
AmmuSwaminathan,
Mrs.DakshyaniVelayudhan,and Mrs. G. Durga
Bai.® The Constitution of India in 1950 gave
rights to vote to every citizen of India who has
attained 21 years of age which was later re-
duced to 18 years of age irrespective of caste,
colour, creed, sex etc.

Political Contribution of Dr. Muthulakshmi
Reddy :

Dr.Muthulakshmi Reddy was the eldest
daughter of NarayanaSwamylyer and
Chandrammal, born in a middle class family of
Pudukkottai of the then Madras Presidency on
August 1886. She was the first girl student in
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the state to seek education and complete all
her studies on state scholarship. In 1912 she
completed her Medicine and she was also the
first woman to have obtained the degree of
M.B.C.M from Madras Medical College.
Then she worked as the House Surgeon in the
government hospital for women and children in
Chennai. From her very childhood she was
entertaining the idea of her becoming a social
worker. As she was the honorary medical of-
ficer for Widow’s Home and Social Service
League she was often visiting those institutions.
She was an active member of Women’s Indian
Association. Later she acted as the Secretary
and President of Madras branch of Women’s
Indian Association. In Lahore Session of All
India Women’s Conference, she gave evidence
before the Lothian Committee and pleaded for
right to vote of women. She could ultimately
succeed in that effort. In 1921, the Madras
Legislative Council passed a Resolution, with
the help of Women’s Indian Association, re-
garding Voting Rights for Women in all Prov-
inces. The Government of India went a step
further and granted for women representation
in the Legislative Council.In this connection, the
Madras council threw open its membership to
women for the first time. Kamaladevi was per-
suaded by Margret Cousins to contest the elec-
tion to the Madras Legislative Council.
Kamaladevihesitated as she did not belong to
any party and she had no time to canvass.
Hence she lost narrowly to 515 votes to her
opponent.’

Then Women'’s Indian Association asked
the government to provide representation for
women by nomination. Hence the government
of India nominated women candidates to the

Madras Legislative Council. Therefore,
Women’s Indian Association sent a list of lead-
ing women social workers, including the name
of Muthulakshmi Reddy. During that time,
Muthulakshmi Reddy had gone to Paris as a
delegate from India to attend an International
conference.® After her return to India, she was
nominated as a Member of the Madras Legis-
lative Council. She was not prepared to ac-
cept the nomination because she felt that her
medical profession would be affected by the

nomination. But the Women’s Indian Associa-
tion compelled her to accept the membership.’

The election for the post of the president of
the Council took place on 14" December
1926.C.V.S.NarasimhaRaju was unanimously
elected as the President to the Council.
Muthulakshmi Reddy’s name for the Deputy
President was put to the Council. Muthulakshmi
Reddy’s name for the Deputy President was
put forward by P.T.Rajan of the Justice Party,
and it received the unanimous support of the
whole House. She was elected as a Deputy
President of the Madras Legislative Council in
1927.'% On that day, the Madras Legislative
Council presented a new picture of a solemn
assemblage of Men of status. Princes and
Scholars presided over bya shy, small figure of
a frail lady; sinking deep into the soft cushioned
seat of the speaker’s Chair, presented a strange
spectacle. It was unheard of in the world and
unprecedented in history. Women Mps,
Women Ministers, Women Governors and
Women Warriors the world has been but not a
Woman Deputy President of a deliberative as-
sembly. History, therefore, was made when
the Madras Legislature mad Muthulakshmi
Reddy its Deputy President. The conferment
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of this unique honour on her constituted a
Kohinoor on the dazzling diadem of Indian
Womanhood."

Reddy’s inaugural speech made her pro
feminist stance clear to her male colleagues.”]
am the only lady member in this assembly, even
though one half of the populations are women.
You know,, sir that our position in our society is
still backward and we have many grievances
one of which is that only two out of every hun-
dred are able to read and write. So you will
side with me in all my attempts to ameliorate
their condition realising that no country or na-
tion will prosper without the active support and
cooperation of its women”.'? On the same day,
she spoke about Grants for the Girls’ Educa-
tion and improvement of the hospitals for
women and children in the Madras Presi-
dency.” She continuously fought for women
and children in the Legislative Council.. Her
major work in the Madras Legislative Council
was the Abolition of the Devadasi system in
the Presidency.

Devadasi System :

Devadasi means the Temple Dancer and
Songstress. The term, Devadasi was used fre-
quently in the controversy concerning the tra-
dition of dedicating women to temples as reli-
gious objects. It is a well known fact the
devadasis were recruited from various castes
among the Hindus having different names in dif-
ferent districts like Jogoti, Basavi, Jogta or
Jogappa.'* The system was started for religious
purpose, and they were considered as the wives
ofthe deities. The Devadasis were experts in
Fine Arts. They performed in front of the idol."
When a girl became a well trained dancer and
singer, she offered herself as a Devadasi and

she was adorned as a bribe and taken to the
temple where she was symbolically married to
the deity. The custom of putting yellow mark
on the forehead of the bridgegroom could be
traced to such a marriage with a deity because
it left no chance of widowhood since the deity
was immortal.

Regarding the Origin of the Devadasi cus-
tom, Annie Besant wrote that “there was a band
of pure virgin devotees attached to the ancient
Hindu temples. They used to preach religion
like other religious teachers to the common
people that resort to the temple for their daily
worship. Inthose days they were held in high
esteem and respect and they were very well
looked after. They would spend their time in
doing religious service to the gods and devo-
tees of the temples as the word ‘dasi’ itself sig-
nifies. They would follow the procession of
Gods dressed in the simplest sanyasi garbs and
singing pious hymns suitable to the occasion.'®

Legislative Efforts to abolish the Devadasi
System :

The agitation against this evil custom was
launched since 1868. The British social worker,
Josephine Butler, fought against prostitution in
British India.'” In the mean time, effective steps
were taken in Mysore in 1909. The State or-
dered that whatever be the original object of
the Institution of Devadasis, the state of immo-
rality in which the temple services were found,
fully justified the action taken including the re-
moval of the Devadasis from every kind of ser-
vice in the temples and further, practicing of
dedicating girls to the temple was made pun-
ishable under the Hindu Religious Endowment
Act of Mysore. Moreover in 1912, three dif-
ferent Bills to suppress this evil were introduced
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by MenakjiDahabai, Mudholkor and Madge.
Even though there were many supporters for
the Bill, it was quietly dropped.'®

The Local Government did not send a sat-
isfactory reply to those Bills."*The Indian Pe-
nal Code, section 372 speaks about the re-
cruitment of girls for employing as Devadasi to
be a punishable offence.” In 1922, Hari Singh
Gour proposed a Resolution for recommend-
ing legislation to prohibit the traffic of minor girls
for immoral purposes, ostensibly intended as
Devadasis. It was adopted by the Assembly.
Asaresult, in February 1924, a Bill amending
Section 372 and 373 of Indian Penal Code was
introduced to rescue and protect young girls,
less than 18 years. This Bill became Act X VIII
of 1924. It prohibited selling and buying or
hiring of any person under the age of eighteen
for the purposeof prostitution or illicit inter-
course or for any unlawful and immoral pur-
poses.?! Few years later in 1927,
RamadasPantulu moved a Resolution in the
Council of State of Simla for introducing a leg-
islation to prohibit the practice of dedicating
minor girls to temples as Devadasis.”

The Government did not accept the Reso-
lution as it stood. The Government argued that
before introducing any Resolution, public opin-
ion must be sought and therefore he withdrew
the Resolution. Muthulakshmi Reddy was in-
spired by MoovalurRamamirthamAmmal who
was born in 1883 at Thiruvarur and she too
belonged to the Devadasi Community. Her
relatives forced her to become a Devadasi but
she did not yield. Moreover, she thought that
every Devadasi should enter married life and
this is the only way to abolish the social evil.
She organized the first IssaiVella Conference

at Mayavaram.”During 1920 and 1930,
Muthulakshmi Reddy took a lead in abolishing
the Devadasi System. Her membership in the
Madras Legislative Council gave opportunity
to uphold her views against the system. She
took a vow that she would never rest till she

got the pernicious custom eradicated from this
land.

Atthe same time, she organised meetings in
different places. On November 1927,
Muthulakshmi Reddy put forward the Motion
in the Madras Legislative Council, proposing
that the system of dedicating girls and young
women to Hindu temples for immoral purposes
should be stopped by the legislation at an early
date. But some of the Devadasis opposed the
Resolution vehemently. Soon the Devadasis in
Madras and other areas in the Presidency also
began organizing protest meetings and submit-
ting Memorandum to the Government*

On September 5, 1928,Muthulakshmi
Reddy introduced a Bill in the Madras Legisla-
tive Council to amend the Hindu Religious En-
dowment Act of 1929, with a new section,
44 A, added to section 44.% Based on the
amendment, Devadasis were now enfranchised
in the respect of lands held by them on condi-
tion that they continued with the temples they
served.?*In accordance with this Act, all the
lands assigned to the dedicated girls as a re-
ward, stipulated in return for service performed
by them, shall be freed from the conditions of
the service and the Local Government impos-
ing a Quit-Rent in lieu thereof. Similarly, all
assignments of land revenue shall be freed from
the conditions of service and a Quit rent im-
posed, in case of devadasi herself being the
owner of the lands in respect of which the as-
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signment has been made. This Act dealt with
Inam Holding Devadasis only.

The Devadasi Bill in the Madras Legislative
Council, she maintained that Madras had earned
the honour of the First Province in the British
India to undertake social and religious legisla-
tion of this kind by spoken in Muthulakshmi
Reddy. She was certain that due to changes in
the Hindu Religious Endowment Act, no ex-
penditure could be incurred by Temple Trust-
ees for procuring the Devadasi service of sing-
ing and dancing. No dedication should be per-
mitted within the temple, whether the girlis a
minor or major.”’Muthulakshmi Reddy also
brought an amendment to Children’s Act of
1920, according to which adoption of girl chil-
dren by Devadasi Women should be prohib-
ited and guardianship over such adopted chil-
dren should be stopped because such adopted
children were being led to immoral life by
Devadasi women.”® Again Muthulakshmi
Reddy introduced a Bill in the Madras Council
to declare dedication of Hindu Women in
temples as illegal.* She insisted that they could
contract valid marriages.Persons, who permit-
ted or performed or participated in the Cer-
emony of Pottukattu or any other similar cer-
emony, could be punished with imprisonment
which might extend up to one year and would
also be liable for fine. The Bill was circulated
to the Secretary of State for India and the Gov-
ernment of India for eliciting opinion. Even
though Muthulakshmi Reddy argued that the
Bill should be passed immediately, due to short
tenure of the House, this was not done and so
it lapsed.

Muthulakshmi Reddy has introduced a Bill
in the Madras Legislative Council for the Abo-

lition of the Devadasi System by seeking on
amendment to the Hindu Religious Endowment
Act, the Justice Party, though sitting in opposi-
tion, rendered whole hearted support and co-
operation for her Bill.* In the meantime, as a
protest against the arrest of Gandhi in the Salt
Sathyagraha, Muthulakshmi Reddy resigned her
Membership of the Council in April 1930. Af-
ter her retirement many other members tried to
abolish the Devadasi System, deriving inspira-
tion from Muthulakshmi Reddy’s attempt. In
1939, SrimathiAmmana Raja introduced a Bill
during the First Congress Ministry in the Prov-
ince. This Bill was sent to a Select Committee
which submitted a favourable Report. Reddy
appealed to the Government to pass the Reso-
lution without any delay. But the Bill was not
passed because of the resignation of the Min-
istry in 1939 and the outbreak of the Second
World War.*! After Independence, the Govern-
ment of India moved a Resolution to prohibit
dedications. On October 1947, P.Subbara-
yanin troduced the Madras Devadasi Act (Pre-
vention of Dedication Bill). **The Bill finally
became the Act No XXXI of 1947 and came
to be known as Madras Devadasis Act.*

The Act not only prohibited the practice of
dedicating girls or women to idols or anything
subjected to worship but also permitted the
Devadasis to marry. Muthulakshmi Reddy
dedicated her whole life for the liberation of
Devadasis from the clutches ofold customs and
reformed them in such a way to help them to
earn a living by honourable means. Tamil
women from immorality as Muthulakshmi
Reddy did. Thanks to her tireless efforts, the
year 1947 witnessed not only the Indepen-
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dence of the Nation but also the Liberation of
Women. Thus, it can be concluded that women
in India particularly in Tamilnadu were the first
to get their political rights in the form of right to
vote. There was also active participation of
women in the Freedom struggle as well as in

Foot Notes :

the Constituent Assembly. The level of politi-
cal participation of women has increased after
Independence. In spite of reservations for
women in local bodies the number of women
members in the Legislative Assembly and Par-
liament has shown significant improvement.
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