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Abstract : and strategies. The interactional approach to

This study examines how socioeconomic
variables affect postsecondary students’ English
language learning in Andhra Pradesh. Numer-
ous factors or predictors affect English language
learning. Several cognitive, non-cognitive, psy-
chological, social, and environmental factors
affect student’s education. Socioeconomic situ-
ation has the strongest impact on second lan-
guage learning among social and environmen-
tal factors. Academic success or failure is de-
fined by academic achievement. It’s crucial for
success and social recognition. It’s important
to study how socioeconomic status affects a
student’s academic life and success.

This study aims to determine the best
approach for teaching English to post sec-
ondary students. This resource may help
parents, teachers, and administrators un-
derstand how socioeconomic issues impact
students’ academic progress, especially in
English. Keywords: English Language acqui-
sition, Socio-Economic Status, Academic
Achievement, Language Acquisition and Sec-
ond Language Learners.

Introduction :

English is getting increasingly important. In
the last two decades, only the upper class has
used English for communication. The socioeco-
nomic profile of English language learners re-
quires rethinking language teaching approaches

second language acquisition provides a suc-
cessful strategy that makes sense in the class-
room, despite the complexity of second and
third language learning. Socioeconomic factors
such as parental education, job, and income
level affect student ELA performance. Students
with higher parental socioeconomic status do
better academically.

Many factors affect pupils’ academic
achievement, including their parents’ financial
status, home location, gender, age, and school
and classroom environment. Education affects
employment, income, position, and social stand-
ing. The socioeconomic status of the student’s
family or parents has a significant impact on the
student’s academic achievement. They are re-
lated, but socioeconomic status is a vital con-
tributor to academic success. The study focuses
on the students of post-secondary education in
Andhra Pradesh.

Review of the Literature :

Literature from throughout the world ex-
plores how social class affects children’s edu-
cation. Here are several studies’ outcomes.

Singh and Singh (2014) say parents’ finan-
cial status, kids’ health, and education level af-
fect academic and social achievement. Family
encourages academic achievement. High lev-
els of education and vocational position allow
parents to give learning facilities and aid with
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homework (Muola. 2010). Family socioeco-
nomic standing is determined by money, edu-
cation, work, and social status. High-income
families have more resources to help prepare
their children for school. Their kids study En-
glish athome. Indians work in small companies
and industries. No homework assistance. It’s
incomprehensible. The study examines how
socioeconomic position influences Andhra
Pradesh college students’ English language
skills.

Research Methodology :

The study aims to answer the following re-
search question:

= [sthere a link between socioeconomic
position and ELA achievement?

= How parents’ education affects English
language acquisition?

= How does parental profession affect
ELA?

Examining how and why studentsdiffer in
developing English language macro skills re-
quires a multidimensional, interdisciplinary ap-
proach. Sociocultural, economic, geographical,
and individual-specific cognitive factors explain
differences in ESL learners’ effectiveness.

This study focuses on postsecondary stu-
dents from Telugu-medium high schools where

English is taught as a second language. The
participants are 18 to 20-year-old male and
female B. Tech first-year students. Students
were given a 10-question survey. 97 engineer-
ing students are the study’s sample. The re-
searcher shared the questionnaire on Google
(Google forms). A questionnaire was devised
to collect information about second language
learners’ demographics, interests, ambitions,
and views. This study collected data via online
engagement and observation. The survey in-
cluded questionnaire analysis and interpretation.
The researcher noted kids employing English
phrases in class. The study’s questionnaire
asked about parents’ education and the influ-
ence of parents’ work on children’s second lan-
guage ability. Second-language marks deter-
mined students’ academic progress. Students
were asked to fill out a grade-related question-
naire.

Analysis :

The purpose of this study is to explore the
socioeconomic impacts of English language
acquisition. We will now analyse the social and
economic components and repercussions of

second language learning,
SA- Strongly Agree A- Agree
NS- Not Sure D-Disagree
SD- Strongly Disagree
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Student’s responses to the questionnaire statements

S.No Question Statement SA A NS D SD

1 My parents a§51st me in college 9 12 0 34 0
assignments work

2 My parents teach me English. 4 9 12 31 41

3 My college friends also have money 45 71 4 15 12
problems.

4 My parents visit the col_lcgc to inquire 18 16 15 51 27
about my English proficiency.

5 The college has ample ESL resources. 9 19 11 16 42

6 I enjoy learning English. 14 17 13 8 45

7 I have fmanqal difficulties with my 41 19 12 15 10
college education expenses.

8 Tlle}'fi: is a _good English speaking 25 24 15 51 12
environment in my college

9 My Ifcllow classmates like learning 10 19 1 31 ’5
English language

10 | I feel comfortable in my college n
because I find good facilities 24 18 7 21 27

Findings :

Socioeconomic position affects student per-
formance and language development, accord-
ing to the research. As the researcher is from
the study’s location, his observations should be
considered.

1. Some samples come from low-income
households with limited time to watch
their children or send them to school.

2. Some kids in these regions lack parental
attention, support, and an educational
mind-set.

3. Dueto socioeconomic background, sev-
eral students in this research lack moti-
vation for language learning.

4. Inthese places, many students’ parents
are uneducated, hindering language de-
velopment.

5. Some target sample parents are jobless;
therefore they have little access to re-

sources that enhance their children’s
learning, especially English.

6. Students from low-income households do
poorly at college because their parents
can’t offer them the requisite books and
other facilities that support their learning
at college and home.

According to the findings and observations
of the researchers, socioeconomic factors have
an effect on English language learners, with
higher or middle socioeconomic status having
apositive effect on language development and
lower socioeconomic status having a negative
effect on language development.

Recommendations :

These suggestions are based on the study,
literature evaluation, and prior research. These
proposals are made to improve the English lan-
guage and learning and teaching in particular.

The following recommendations may assist
enhance learners’ circumstances and
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environment;

1. Raise education awareness among lo-
cals.

2. The government should address students’
socioeconomic position and alleviate
poverty.

. Teachers must respect students’ back-
grounds and class distinctions, because
it affects their teaching and student learn-
ng.

. The government should increase the num-
ber government engineering to promote
easy access to professional and techni-
cal programmes.

Conclusion :

This article examines socioeconomic status
and second language acquisition. Socioeco-
nomic position varies widely among students
who learn a second language. According to stud-
ies, the SES of postsecondary students in the
selected case study constitutes a substantial
obstacle for language learners.Socioeconomic

References :

issues affect student learning and attitude. Im-
prove socioeconomic variables. Then students
may grow socially, economically, academically,
and professionally.Some Andhra Pradesh
postsecondary students lack parental attention,
motivation, and learning attitudes due to socio-
economic status. Many parents of students in
these areas are illiterate, thus there is minimal
verbal communication between family members,
making it difficult for students to learn a second

language.

The government should provide a good edu-
cation and tailor the curriculum to student needs.
It aims to reduce corporatee fees to make them
more accessible for the poor and middle class.
Ifevery school makes second language obliga-
tory, students can easily talk in it. Institutions
must implement activity-based learning. When
both the student and the teacher enjoy language
study, it may be beneficial. It’s the only way to
keep going. This overcomes all teaching and
learning problems and improves results.
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Abstract :

The present study was undertaken to probe
whether or not the social class of students has
any bearing impact on educational aspirations.
The study was carried out in the erstwhile
Karimnagar district of Telangana state. It was
an effort to study and compare the educational
aspirations of both socially disadvantaged and
advantaged students. By using the descriptive
survey method and quota sampling technique,
data was collected from the 600 secondary
school students. As far as the study was con-
cerned SC, ST, and BC category students
were considered a socially disadvantaged
group and General/OC category students were
considered a socially advantaged group. Analy-
sis of data was done by employing the “t” test.

The results of the study revealed that most
of the OC students possess a higher level of
educational aspirations whereas most ST stu-
dents possess a lower level of educational as-
pirations. Educational aspirations of the stu-
dents are greatly influenced by the social cat-
egory of the students as it was found that so-
cially advantaged students are likely to possess
better educational aspirations. Girls in both
groups had better educational aspirations. It
reflects the changing times and societal, and
governmental endeavors in this direction bear-
ing some fruits.

Key words : Education of the marginalized,

Socially disadvantaged, Aspirations, Caste,
Gender, Inequalities, Academic aspirations.

Introduction :

For the centuries caste based discrimina-
tion has been a distinct and unique feature of
Indian society. Post-independence period
marked with the sustained efforts by central and
state governments to bridge the gap and bring
the socially disadvantaged sections on par with
the socially advantaged. Our constitution is
embodied with the exhaust list of affirmative
action’s and government policies over the de-
cades have been guided and structured by the
very same social justice principles. Though,
“caste-based inequity still persists in socio-eco-
nomic status, educational attainment and in
health outcomes. A potential source of caste
inequity, which is as yet unexplored, is in the
differential development of cognitive skills dur-
ing early childhood. These skills have been as-
sociated with performance in school and even
with longer term employment and wage out-
comes.” (Nair.A, 2009).

The Scheduled Castes (SC’s), Scheduled
Tribes (ST’s) and Other Backward Classes
(OBC’s) were deprived of education and not
allowed to take up the vocations other than the
vocations meant for them by the caste system.
Centuries of this exclusion deprived them the
culture of education. As it is well accepted by
the modern thinkers, education is the great
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enabling force which is necessary to any indi-
vidual to lead a dignified life in the society. Thus,
to benefit SC, ST and OBC students many
schemes and programs are being planned such
as provision of scholarships, free ships, post
metric and post metric hostels for school and
college students to free training for IAS and
other competitive examinations aspirants, over-
seas education scholarship etc.

The 75 years of this effort may be periodi-
cally assessed by comparing the academic at-
tributes of the advantaged and disadvantaged
students. This may give us the better insights
on which further chart may be planned by vari-
ous stakeholders. Hence, an attempt was made
to compare the educational aspirations of the
socially advantaged and disadvantaged stu-
dents.

Review of related literature :

Uplaonkar, A.T. (1981) in his study on
occupational aspirations as related to social
background of students and found that Hindu
students were significantly higher in their edu-
cational and occupational aspirations relatively
with the Muslim students and such differences
were even real with gender variable. Boys had
higher educational and occupational aspirations
than girls. It is quite interesting that the re-
searcher found differences with all other de-
mographic variables, but caste was not corre-
lated with students’ aspirations. More than that
class was found to have more influence over
student’s aspirations.

Mau and Bikos (2000) in his study on rela-
tive importance of various demographic vari-
ables in predicting educational and vocational
aspirations found that sex and race key deter-

minants in predicting educational and vocational
aspirations of students.

Marjoribanks, Kevin (2005) undertaken
a study on Australian students to find relation-
ship between educational aspirations and edu-
cational attainment and observed that young
adults from lower social status families there
were ethnic group differences in attainment at
all aspiration levels, where as for young adults
from higher status families, ethnic group differ-
ences in attainment were minimized at high as-
piration levels.

Vaidya, S.A. (2006) carried out a study
on Educational Aspiration of Higher Second-
ary Students in Relation to Different Variables
and found that boys had higher educational as-
pirations and students belong to urban area had
higher educational aspirations that the rural stu-
dents. Scholl management was also found to
be a key determinant as students from nongov-
ernmental school had higher education aspira-
tion than the students form government school.

A detailed observation of the literature re-
viewed so far reveals that though many studies
have been conducted on educational and vo-
cational aspirations in relation to pupils aca-
demic achievement, personal characteristics,
school environment, subject matter etc.., but
studies which were conducted on educational
aspirations with reference to pupils social class,
especially caste as a variable are scarce. Hence,
the present study was undertaken to identify
persistent gap if any between these two groups
i.e., socially advantaged and disadvantaged.

Statement of the problem: “ Educational
Aspirations of Socially Advantaged and Socially
Disadvantaged Students- A Comparative
Study”.
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Objectives of the study :

1) To find out the differences, if any, among
the educational aspiration level of the stu-
dents who belong to socially

disadvantaged and advantaged sec-
tions.

i) To find out the differences, if any, in the
educational aspirations of the socially
advantaged students with reference to

gender.

i) To find out the differences, if any, the edu-
cational aspirations of the socially dis-
advantaged students with reference to

gender.

Hypotheses of the study :

1. There will be no significant difference be-
tween educational aspirations of socially
advantaged and socially disadvantaged

students.

2. There will be no significant difference

among educational aspirations of socially
advantaged students with reference to
gender.

3. There will be no significant difference
among educational aspirations of socially
disadvantaged students with reference

to gender.

Methodology :

Descriptive survey method was adopted to
collect the data from the 600 sample (300 so-
cially advantaged students and 300 socially dis-
advantaged students) which was drawn using
quota sampling method. Level of Educational
Aspiration Teat (LEAT) by Yashmin Ghani
Khan along with a personal information data
sheet was used as tools.

Analysis and Interpretation :
Table 1: Showing distribution of the Students
who belong to various social categories with

respect to their Levels of Educational Aspira-
tion.

S.No  Category Educational Aspiration Frequency Percentage
1 oC Low 42 14
Average 132 +4
High 126 42
Total 300 100%
2 BC Low 25 16
Average 84 54
High 47 30
Total 156 100%
3 sC Low 17 18
Average 51 53
High 28 29
Total 26 100%
4 ST Low 14 29
Average 23 48
High 1 23
Total 48 100%
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Table-1 shows levels of educational aspira-
tion of the secondary school students who be-
long to various social categories. it can be said
that majority of the OC category students i.e.
42% are having high levels of educational aspi-
ration and contrary to this ST category consist
only 23% of students that who possess high
levels of educational aspiration, while BC and
SC categories consist almost equally i.e. 30%
and 29% of students respectively that who have
high levels of educational aspiration.

With regard to the low levels of educational
aspiration ST category stood at majority one
i.e. 29 % ST students who have low levels of
educational aspiration and contrary to this OC

category consists only 14% of students who
possess low levels of educational aspiration.
While BC and SC categories consist 16 % and
18 % of the students respectively that who have
low levels of educational aspirations.

BC and SC categories consist almost
equally i.e. 54 % and 53 % of students respec-
tively that who have the average levels of edu-
cational aspiration. Therefore, it can be said that
more than half of these categories students have
the average levels of educational aspiration.

Hypothesis 1: There will be no significant
difference between educational aspirations of
socially advantaged and socially disadvantaged
students.

Table-2 : Mean score differences of socially advantaged and socially disadvan-
taged secondary school students on LEAT

Educational | Students N Mean | SD t Sig. | DI
Aspirations | Socially Advantaged | 300 31.61 |12.73 | 10.85| .01 1, 598
Socially Disadvantaged | 300 23.33 13.50
Total 600 27.47 | 8.11

Itis evident from the Table 2, the mean score
of socially advantaged students on LEAT was
31.61 and socially disadvantaged student was
23.33. The obtained t value 10.85 with a df of
1 & 598 was found to be statistically signifi-
cantat .01 level of significance. It implies that
socially advantaged and socially disadvantaged
secondary school students differ significantly on
their educational aspirations. Hence the hypoth-
esis 1, which states that ‘There will be no sig-
nificant difference between educational aspira-

tions of socially advantaged and socially dis-
advantaged students, is rejected.

It may be inferred from the mean scores that,
socially advantaged students are better than
socially disadvantaged students in educational
aspiration level and it is statistically proved.

Hypothesis 2: There will be no significant
difference among educational aspirations of
socially advantaged students with reference to
gender.
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Table 3: Mean score differences of socially advantaged secondary school students
on LEAT with reference to their Gender.

Educational Gender N Mean (SD t Sig. | Df
Aspirations Boys 150 22.15 [3.69 3.021 | .01 1,298
Girls 150 23.36 |3.25
Total 300 22.75 |347

It is apparent from Table 3, the mean score
of socially advantaged boys on LEAT was
22.15 and socially advantaged girls was 23.36.

‘There will be no significant difference among
educational aspirations of socially advantaged
students with reference to gender’, is rejected.

The obtained t value 3.021 with a dfof 1 &
298 was found to be statistically significant at
.01 level of significance. It reveals that socially
advantaged boys and socially advantaged girls
differ significantly on their educational aspira-
tions.

Based on the mean scores, it may be in-
ferred that, socially advantaged girl students are
better than secondary boy students in educa-
tional aspirations and it is statistically significant.

Hypothesis 3: There will be no significant
difference among educational aspirations of
socially disadvantaged students with reference
to gender.

Hence the hypothesis 2, which states that

Table 4: Showing results of test of significant difference between the mean scores
of socially disadvantaged secondary school students on LEAT with reference to their

Gender.
Educational | Gender | N Mean SD t Sig. Df
Aspirations |Boys 150 2297 3.61 3.102] .05 1. 298
Girls 150 23.69 3.36
Total 300 23.33 348

It is apparent from Table 4, the mean score
of socially advantaged boys on LEAT was
22.97 and for girls was 23.69. The obtained t
value 3.102 with a df of 1 & 298 was found to
be statistically significant at 0.05 level of sig-

nificance. It reveals that socially disadvantaged
boys and socially disadvantaged girls differ sig-
nificantly on their educational aspirations.

Hence the hypothesis 3, which states that
“There will be no significant difference among
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educational aspirations of socially disadvan-
taged students with reference to gender’, is
rejected.

Based on the mean scores, it may be in-
ferred that, socially disadvantaged girl students
are better than socially disadvantaged boy stu-
dents in educational aspirations and it is statis-
tically significant.

Findings of the study :

> Inhigher level of educational aspirations
more OC students were found and less
ST students were found.

> Inlower level of educational aspirations
more ST category students were found
and less OC students were found.

> More than half of BC and SC category
students were found in average level of
educational aspirations.

> There were significant differences found
between the educational aspirations of
socially advantaged and disadvantaged
students and socially advantaged stu-
dents were found to possess better edu-
cational aspirations than the socially
disadvantaged students.

> Girls of socially advantaged and
advantaged category possess better edu-
cational aspirations than their counter-
parts i.e. socially advantaged boys and
socially disadvantaged boys respectively.

Educational Implications :

1) Socially disadvantageousness is also an
acute problem which is potential to ham-
per the proper development of the
marginalized children. But proper atten-
tion is not being paid by the researchers

2)

3)

4

and government to study the problem in
its depth. Our educational institutions
must be equipped with the necessary
mechanism like infrastructure, skilled man
power and protocol of remedial mea-
sures to study the problems of disadvan-
taged students.

The scope of the Inclusive Education
should concentrate on the problems,
which arises due to social maladies and
malpractices, such as, gender discrimi-
nation, society stratification on caste lines,
ethnicity conflicts, religious minorities
problems, rural-urban disparities, poor-
rich inequalities, migrant issues etc.,

Disadvantaged Children are found to be
lower than their counterpart, which is in-
dicating that the central and state gov-
ernmental efforts to raise the educational
and vocational standards of disadvan-
taged students have not yet achieved the
targeted goals. Governmental efforts in
this regard should be continued and re-
fined in order to pin pointedly laying the
clear cut objectives to be achieved in
timely manner.

With reference to gender surprise results
were revealed. In both the socially
advantaged and socially disadvantaged
sections girls educational aspirations were
found to be higher than their respective
counterparts. Therefore, suitable strat-
egies must be adopted to cater the needs
of the advantaged and disadvantaged
girls as they may need of guidance work-
ers help to continue the same momen-
tum till the end of their studies and as
well as with regard to choosing suitable
career after completing of their educa-
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tion must be facilitated by guidance
workers, teachers, parents, NGO’s and
other stakeholders.

Conclusion :

India is a country blessed with the world’s
second largest demographic dividend and within
a short span of time we will become number
one. If we fail in nurturing and harnessing this
demographic strength in our advantage it will
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turn out to be demographic nightmare. Equip-
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is vital in creating potential human resources.
Ensuring equity and equality in educational and
vocational spheres is an important precursor
to create an egalitarian society. Hence, it is al-
ways an important to bring the socially disad-
vantaged on par with the socially advantaged
with sustained efforts by all.
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Linguistic States and Caste Dominance : Ambedkar Views

- Dr. Rajesh Kota, Department of Political Science, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Abstract :

In India the social structure is built up on the
caste system, the special product of Hindu civi-
lization and culture. The caste system is so well
known that one need not wait to explain its
nature. One can straight proceed to show what
effect it is likely to have on Linguistic States.
Equality of all citizens was important for
Ambedkar as he believed that large states could
lead to the dominance of a communal majority
over a linguistic or socially-disadvantaged mi-
nority. He felt that in smaller states provision of
equality and social justice for minorities, par-
ticularly the Scheduled Castes, would be more
possible.

Introduction :

Any federal arrangement, Ambedkar felt,
should ensure that the ruler was a political ma-
jority and not a communal majority. Here the
social composition of the state—i.e. the distri-
bution of religious and caste groups in different
linguistic areas—was important, an aspect
about which he feels little information was avail-
able.! Ambedkar felt that this was an aspect
that needed to be urgently examined as in many
states, castes are so distributed that in any given
area one or two castes are dominant and oth-
ers are subservient to it. This subservience
arises from their smaller numbers and economic
dependence on the dominant castes, as the lat-
ter own not only most of the land in the vil-
lages, but also businesses, jobs, etc. in the ur-
ban areas. This could happen, Ambedkar ar-
gued, for example, in Punjab where Jats, in
Andhra Pradesh where Kammas and Reddys,

in Karnataka where Lingayats and Vokkaligas,
and in Maharashtra where Marathas are domi-
nant.

Writing extensively about the problem of
communal majorities in the 1953 article in Times
of India, Ambedkar pointed out:

Take the Punjab of PEPSU. The Jats domi-
nate the whole area. The untouchables live in
subordinate dependence on them. Take Andhra
— there are two or three major communities
spread over the linguistic area. They are either
the Reddis or the Kammas and the Kappus.
They hold all the land, all the offices, all the
business. The untouchables live in subordinate
dependence on them. Take Maharashtra. The
Marathas are a huge majority in every village in
Maharashtra. The Brahmins, the Gujars, the
Kolis and the untouchables live in subordinate
co-operation. ... In a linguistic State what would
remain for the smaller communities to look to?
Can they hope to be elected to the Legisla-
ture? Can they hope to maintain a place in the
State service? Can they expect any attention
to their economic betterment? In these circum-
stances, the creation of a linguistic State means
the handing over of Swaraj to a communal
majority. ... Those who cannot understand this
aspect of the problem would understand it bet-
ter if instead of speaking in terms of linguistic
State we spoke of a Jat State, a Reddy State
or a Maratha State.’

Linguistic States and Dominance :
Ambedkar felt that, unlike many other na-
tions, where linguistic states were a common
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phenomenon, linguism in India was loaded with
communalism. They were rather synonyms.
Creating a linguistic province in India meant
handing over ‘the strings of administration to
one single community which happens to be the
majority community’, which instead of adopt-
ing a responsible behaviour, gets ‘charged with
a feeling of'its own sacred existence’ and be-
gins to practice ‘the worst kind of communal-
ism which otherwise is called discrimination’.
This only creates ‘injustice’ and ‘ill-feeling’.
Ambedkar wanted to ensure that a communal
majority should not abuse its power under the
garb of a linguistic state. He also pointed out
that this kind of communal setup also had im-
portant repercussions on the system of single-
member constituencies adopted under the Con-
stitution. Since voting is always community
based, the candidate of the majority commu-
nity would win due to support of sheer num-
bers and not competence. Moreover, there isn’t
only one hierarchical system; each caste has all
the exclusiveness and pride which a nation has,
leading to a collection of ‘major and minor na-
tions’ on the subcontinent. Thus, with the cre-
ation of linguistic states in such situation,
Ambedkar opined ‘rivalries would be sharp-
ened, and minorities would be crushed’.

In the case of the creation of Andhra State,
Ambedkar felt that the government had not paid
heed to the demographic composition of the
state which could lead to conflict and violence.
Speaking on the occasion of the Andhra State
Bill in the Rajya Sabha on 2 September 1953,
he said that in the new state Reddys and
Kammas — upper-caste Hindu communities
who are numerically large and spread across
the state —controlled most of the land, were local

officers, and would suppress and dominate the
SCs who are landless, poor and vulnerable to
caste-based atrocities.’

As aremedy to this, Ambedkar suggested
two safeguards. One, avoid making large states.
He felt that, ‘the larger the State the smaller the
proportion of the minority to the majority ... a
small stone of a consolidated majority placed
on the chest of the minority may be borne, but
it would be crushed by the weight of a huge
mountain. Therefore creation of smaller States
is a safeguard to the minorities.” However, this
came with a warning that too small a state which
cannot find the means to carry on its adminis-
tration should be avoided. Two, adopt mecha-
nisms to protect minorities against the tyranny
of majority rule by dominant communities, as
practised in several democracies.

Conclusion :

No such safeguards, Ambedkar pointed
out, had been provided to the regions which
were put together to form Andhra. The coastal
region was the dominant region in the state and
no safeguards were provided for the Rayala-
seema region. This problem was not limited to
Andhra, he cautioned. If Bihar and Bengal were
to form a single state, Bengalis who are found
in large parts of eastern India, would have an
unfair advantage. Ambedkar argued that in such
states the governor could be vested with cer-
tain special powers to protect the minorities
against the tyranny of the majority. Minority
groups should have the power to appeal to the
governor to set aside any act of injustice that
may be done to that group. Also, the state
should establish committees of members be-
longing to the different linguistic sections which
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would have the right to hear grievances andright  not live on culture. People do not live on Lan-
to ask the ministry to look after the special guage. They live on the resources they pos-
needs of each group. He held that, ‘Peopledo  sess.’
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Abstract :

In recent years, the growth of information
and communication technology has led to one
of the most significant developments in the me-
dia industry. Compared to former years, it is
easier to alter the communication process. The
term “citizen journalists” refers to regular people
who participate in the process of being content
providers to social networking sites once this
citizen journalism activity has more visibility
through SN like Facebook, Twitter, etc. This
study examines the attitudes of media profes-
sionals and academics in Tamil Nadu and fo-
cuses on how the mainstream news media in
Tamil Nadu provide a place for citizen journal-
ism content.

Introduction :

Citizen journalism is a type of reporting done
by amateurs who publish material on websites,
blogs, and social media. The goal of this in-
volvement is to deliver the unbiased, trustwor-
thy, accurate, comprehensive, and pertinent in-
formation that a democracy demands (Bow-
man & Willis, 2003, p. 9). Therefore, accord-
ing to Lou and Harrison (2019), “citizen jour-
nalism is a term used to refer to ordinary people
who behave as journalists throughout some
stage of creating content for mainstream news
coverage” (p.72). Citizens are enlisted in sev-
eral studies conducted worldwide to collect,
analyze, and produce news.

According to the study (David Nandi
2019), citizen journalism plays a significant role
in enhancing professional journalism by inform-
ing the public through reporting. Internet plat-
forms that support the development of tech-
nology have made it possible for citizen-gener-
ated content to play a significant role in pro-
moting democratic conversation in public
spaces more than traditional journalism. David
Nandi (2019) added that there is “an alterna-
tive and activist form of newsgathering and re-
porting that functions outside mainstream me-
dia institutions, often as a respite from short-
comings in the professional journalistic field that
uses similar journalistic practices but is driven
by different objectives and ideals and relies on
alternative sources of legitimacy than traditional
or mainstream journalism.”

Initiative for Citizen Journalism in India :

One such initiative supporting citizen jour-
nalism in India is CGNetSwara. Through the
use of a phone call, residents in the Chhattisgarh
forest can use the online voice portal CGNet
Swara to report news about the Gondi region.
This project aims to reevaluate citizen
journalism’s potential as a democratizing and
transformational force. In Chhattisgarh and its
forested parts, where the mainstream media
failed to report or address the issue faced by
the rural populations of the stated region due
to the presence and danger of Naxals, this por-
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tal serves as an alternative. Mobile phones can
access this 1995-1996—introduced online
voice portal. People in this area rely on mobile
phones to report happenings via voice phone
calls because they are illiterate and lack literacy
abilities. The moderators reviewed and pub-
lished these voice reports from the residents of
the Gondi forest region. Here, they serve as a
link or linkage between the media moderators
and the tribal inhabitants of the Gondi forest
region.

It is important to be able to communicate
news with the predominantly oral cultures in
central India because these tribal peoples can-
not receive news in their languages and are pri-
marily rural and underprivileged (Saha, 2012).
Only 2% of'the space in India’s most popular
English and Hindi daily is devoted to rural con-
cerns, and the majority of rural coverage con-
centrates on violence, crime, disasters, suicides,
and malnutrition (Mudgal, 2011). Naxal vio-
lence against the state has a long history in
Chbhattisgarh, which became a state in 2000.
Which thus turned into a dangerous location
for the reporters. According to Shubhranshu
Choudhary, the founder of CGNet, “Their
opinions are not represented because no jour-
nalists speak their languages or belong to their
communities. The 95% are disregarded. Ac-
cording to him, local journalists fail to cover
tribal concerns because of structural and finan-
cial constraints, while national journalists are
unable to understand local or tribal languages
or can only afford to engage fixers who can.
Language obstacles can be overcome and is-
sues can be addressed by including locals in
news coverage.

In 2004, CGNetSwara launched as a fo-
rum for local concerns online. However, due
to India’s uneven expansion of internet connec-
tions, it is not being dispersed properly. Vil-
lages in Chhattisgarh, where the internet pen-
etration rate is a pitiful 0.5 percent (Internet and
Mobile Association 2012), were unable to take
advantage of the potential presented by the
online initiative. Choudhary started CGNet
Swara with the help of a Knight International
Journalism Fellowship.

News can now be delivered via voicemails
and phone calls thanks to interactive voice re-
sponse technologies. Through a 2-day training
program, the IVR technology was taught to
close to 30 students, community leaders, and
activists. CGNetSwara has received around
100,000 calls since its launch, according to a
staff analysis; 98 percent of callers listen, while
only 2 percent phone in to report (Saha2012).
At first, they were inundated with complaints.
Additionally, 31% of the communications in the
original analysis were sent by women.
Choudhary then educated over 90 women to
work as reporters for his webpage, which fo-
cused on issues relating to women, like rapes
and child marriages, etc.

Government officials and members of the
professional media receive the news and sto-
ries from CGNetSwara with due credit. But
regrettably, CGNetSwara was mentioned in the
local news media as arival. The authors briefly
analyzed 10 professional journalists’ answers
to CGNetSwara and citizen journalism to high-
light the tension and identify the root causes of
the professionals’ resistance to using
CGNetSwara more frequently.
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In the middle of the 1990s, the creation of
samachar.com and rediff.com, which accept
stories from the public, encouraged citizen jour-
nalism in India in addition to CGNetSwara and
ClJ.ibn.live. When individuals get together to
discuss crisis reporting, become involved in
social and human rights concerns, expose po-
litical corruption (as on Tehelka.com), call out
journalistic malpractice, When people come
together to discuss crisis reporting, take action
on social and human rights issues, expose po-
litical corruption (such as on Tehelka.com), call
attention to errors in mainstream media (such
as on the Pen Pricks blog), and raise concerns
for women in a patriarchal society, blogging sites
play a critical role in citizen journalism.

The coverage of the Mumbai rains in July
2005 was a turning point since it signaled the
start of internet-based citizen journalism in the
nation, according to experts. The media cov-
erage of the 26/11 incident in Mumbai is an-
other illustration. Additionally, the author used
a few citizen journalism websites. They are
Citizensreport.in, MeriNews, MyNews,
Cplash, WorldSnap News, The Viewspaper,
Purdafash, and Inewss. Additionally, the author
used a few citizen journalism websites. They
are Citizensreport.in, MeriNews, MyNews,
Cplash, WorldSnap News, The Viewspaper,
Purdafash, and Inewss. They are also
Citizenjournalistofindia.blogspot.com,
Instablogs.com, and Instablogs.com. The first
news website committed to citizen journalism
is called MeriNews. “Power to the people” is
this portal’s motto. Merinewsupadhyay’s
founder referred to his website as a “product
with a goal” and described it as a “people’s
news platform” that gives the people authority
and promotes democracy (Sonwalkar, 2009).

CNN-IBN :

CNN-IBN was the first major media outlet
in India to publish citizen journalism. It gave
Indian individuals a platform in 2005 to discuss
the issues in their community. Later, the trend
was established, and other major media out-
lets are already adopting it. By airing the series
“The Citizen Journalist Show: Be the Change”
in 2007, CNN-IBN elevated user-generated
content to a new level and encouraged people
to use the program and the media’s influence
to voice their concerns. The program won the
social awareness category of the 2012 News
Television Award from Indian television.com.
The award has the support of the Indian
government’s Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. In 2007, CNN-IBN and Idea
Mobile Network Company launched the Citi-
zen Journalist Awards to encourage and honour
the work of citizens who unearth the truth and
combat corruption.

Additionally, it provided a designated area
on the website for citizen journalists
(Cjkhabar.ibnlive). The CNN-IBN channel
took the initiative to create the Cjkhabar col-
lective, which allows citizen journalists to con-
tribute news articles to this website. The goal
of implementing citizen journalism on both IBN-
7 and CNN-IBN, according to their respec-
tive editors-in-chief, was to “create a citizenry
that is engaged with public life” (Rajagopalan,
2006). Later, MTV created the “MY India
Report” program to support citizen journalism.
The coverage of the 2004 tsunami that im-
pacted eastern and southern coastal areas was
greatly aided by citizen journalism. A public
messaging platform established by NDTV
helped cover the 2008 Mumbai assault. Simi-
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lar to this, the NewsX channel launched “Speak
out India” in 2011 to air the stories submitted
by local journalists covering slums and villages.

Few media companies in India, notably
CNN-IBN and CGNetSwara, share a large
space for citizen journalism, while Tamil media
companies in particular place little emphasis on
it. However, mainstream media frequently uses
viral content that citizen journalists publish on
social media sites. At the same time, mainstream
media outlets allow alternative journalists to
participate in their debate programs. The de-
velopment of citizen journalism is in its infancy
in Tamil Nadu.

Review of literature :

Roohi, Noor (2013) It has been noted that
citizen journalism provides a forum for regular
people to voice their opinions and concerns,
and that audience participation in journalism has
increased as a result of the advancement of new
communication technologies and their cultural
fusion with the media industry. In the mid-1990s,
samachar.com and rediff.com built separate
websites for citizen journalism after the main-
stream media had provided the venue for it.
Many of the citizens then started their blogging
sites for discussions. Professional news outlets
like CNN and IBN dedicate specific time slots
to citizen journalists’ content, and as this prac-
tice spreads throughout the news industry,
many additional mainstream outlets adopt it.
Then, to manage the information flow on the
website, CNN IBN provides some instructions
to the public that is posting their content. Addi-
tionally, the content produced by citizen jour-
nalists emphasized the problems more than that
of the mainstream media and was more straight-
forward and newsworthy than anything else in
society.

However, citizen journalists should make an
effort to uphold journalistic standards.

Grant Blank, William H. Dutton, and Nick
Newman (2014) investigated social media in
the evolving news ecology. The shifting ecol-
ogy of news is a term used to explain how the
internet and related social media have changed
the way news is produced and consumed in
the UK. The techniques used for the survey
analysis and the interviewing techniques Ac-
cording to survey data, online news consump-
tion has increased since 2003 but has leveled
off'since 2009. The apparent constancy in news
consumption, however, conceals social net-
working sites’ expanding influence. This dem-
onstrates how the internet has supplanted tra-
ditional media. The fact that the fourth state now
uses social media to disseminate information
shows how far it has developed.

Everyone has been affected by the fifth es-
tate to the point where they all use the internet
to do their jobs, i.e., the movement of informa-
tion online has become commonplace. To prove
the validity of this concept, a more compara-
tive study is needed.

Roohi, Noor (2017) According to the study,
citizen journalists do not now represent a dan-
ger to the major media. The effect of citizen
journalists on mainstream media ought to in-
crease audience trust and authenticity. Addi-
tionally, because citizen journalists rarely ad-
here to journalistic principles, the public chose
professional journalism over citizen journalism.
The alternative news source on the Internet is
citizen journalism, which has made it possible
for regular people to report on the news events
in their communities. Websites specializing in
citizen journalism compete with traditional me-
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dia. News sources that are inaccessible to pro-
fessional journalists can be obtained by citizen
journalists. The goal of citizen journalism is to
deliver the unbiased, trustworthy, accurate,
comprehensive, and timely information that
democracy demands.

Future citizen journalism initiatives should be
supported, which is why certain reputable news
organizations, like CNN and IBN, offer
favourable spaces for citizen content and en-
able people to express themselves and take
part in social and political change.

In their 2017 study, Apeh Andrew,
Didiugwu, and Ifeanyi noted the impact of
citizen journalism on traditional media. The new-
est development in the world of media is inde-
pendent journalism. It presents the general
people with interactive news in a matter of sec-
onds, which poses significant difficulties for
Nigeria’s traditional media. There is no
workflow for the writing and editing processes
in the quick process of citizen journalism like
there is in conventional media. Professional jour-
nalists adhere to ethical standards and the im-
portance of news information. Social media has
become a common activity and a key compo-
nent of communication thanks to the advance-
ment of information and communication tech-
nology (ICT), which has had a significant im-
pact on professional journalism. Both pros and
amateurs have an equal opportunity to gener-
ate material on social media and share it with
the world. To compete with citizen journalists’
output, the traditional media, including print,
radio, and electronic media platforms, broad-
cast their news and programs to social media
and the Internet. A well-known journalism

brand called citizen journalism has significantly
influenced elections and societal issues. How-
ever, due to some citizen journalists circulating
fake information on the network, the majority
of the public did not believe the reports of in-
dependent journalists, which caused some
problems for the nation’s citizen journalists.
Additionally, citizen journalism is expanding
quickly across the nation to revitalize the main-
stream media.

Research Methodology :

For this study, the researcher employed a
qualitative case study. Sibanda and Mafa
(2015) contend that interactions between re-
searchers and participants produce knowledge
and meaning. Tamil Nadu’s media academics
and experts were chosen as the study’s popu-
lation. Purposive sampling was used to choose
the participants, and in-depth interviews were
used to gather the data.

Findings and Discussions:

According to the study’s findings from the
in-depth interviews with the experts, Tamil Nadu
needs citizen journalism. Considering that ex-
perts believe the mainstream media to be fully
skewed. Since several of Tamil Nadu’s major
media outlets are owned by political parties,
they frequently publish news that supports such
parties. While amateur journalism is not sub-
ject to these restrictions, mainstream news or-
ganizations are required to follow editorial
guidelines.

People who are not professional journalists
produce citizen journalism. Residents who see
occurrences are documenting them on their
smartphones and sharing them on social me-
dia, altering how we view news. By supporting
the new mode of communication, the partici-
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pants implied that everyone may become a jour-
nalist. It poses a threat to the practice and pro-
fession of journalism.

Citizen journalism is required to highlight the
concerns of those who lack a voice as well as
those of those who live in areas where conven-
tional media cannot. It serves as a voice for
those who lack one. Certain issues are only
covered by the mainstream media as a result of
social media crazes. Overall, citizen journalism
is enhancing democracy.

The Citizen Journalist’s content is being used
by some Tamil 24-hour news networks. They
share someone else’s viral social media post
on their accounts without giving the proper
credit. Unlike English news stations, which pri-
oritize citizen-submitted news and material to
support citizen journalism. The English main-
stream media offers the public the chance to
contribute their own news stories.

The mainstream news media gather the
trending stories from the social media ecosys-
tem, and they will insert some entertainment in
between the news or any other portion. The

References :

mainstream media only features citizen journal-
ism content in the entertainment sections since
itis prejudiced against citizens and companies
and does not cover social issues or news with
values.

Because the mainstream media cannot ob-
tain the original footage or images of disasters
that happened unexpectedly, such as a tsunami,
flood, bomb blast, etc., they are offering an
excellent platform for citizen content.

Conclusion :

The analysis concludes that the majority of
the mainstream media are prejudiced given the
current political climate. The news quality and
bias in the news-producing process can be
eliminated if mainstream media collaborates with
citizen journalism. Citizens who are interested
in becoming journalists should be encouraged
and trained by the major media. Reporters for
the major media cannot be everywhere. This
shortcoming can be fixed by promoting and in-
volving citizen journalists. They can assist tra-
ditional media outlets in locating news stories
of'the highest caliber.

1. Noor, R. (2013). A case study of Cj. IBNLive, Citizen journalism and the media’s cultural
migratory process. Information Management Trends, 9 (1).

2.

S. Sibanda (2019). International Journal of International Relations, Media, and Media and

Mass Communication Studies, 5(1), pp. 4251, The Influence of Citizen Journalism on
the Practice and Profession of Journalism in Zimbabwe

. Noor, R. (2017). citizen journalism: amateur news gathering in: Handbook of studies on

public participation and citizen engagement in the age of new media (pp. 194-229). IGI

Global

. Shayne Bowman and Christ Willis (2003), United States: The Media Center at the Ameri-

can Press Institute, Hypergene. We Media: How Audiences are shaping the Future of
News and Information You can get Hypergene at http://www.hypergene.net/. [October

19th, 2015]
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Education and Development of Tribes in India - Constitutional Safeguards

- Dr. Sabavath Ravi, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Abstarct :

India is a home to many ancient communi-
ties. There are more than 600 Tribal groups
are in India. According to B K Ray Burman
committee (1971) there are 573 Tribal groups
are living in this country spreading across 30
states and Union territories. Amomg these, 75
Tribes are identified as Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal groups (PVGT). Article 342 empowers
the President of India to declare a particular
group as scheduled tribe after consultation with
the Governor.

The term Tribe has its origin in a Latin/Ro-
man word Tribus which means a social group
composed of families, clans or generations hav-
ing shared ancestry and language.Scheduled
tribes are the least placed groups in literacy rate
of the country. As per 2011 census the literacy
rate of Tribes is 58 percent, which is much be-
low to the National average of 74 percent. This
low level of literacy among these groups has
negative implications on sex ratio, average life
span, and lower human development aspectsb
also. This signifies that educational development
is a pivotal factor in overall development of
these groups. In this regards, Constitutional of
has envisages several provisions to meet the
educational needs of these groups.

Key words : Tribes, education, develop-
ment, empowerment, literacy.

Introduction :

India is a home to many ancient communi-
ties. There are more than 600 Tribal groups
are in India. According to B K Ray Burman

committee (1971) there are 573 Tribal groups
are living in this country spreading across 30
states and Union territories. Amomg these, 75
Tribes are identified as Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal groups (PVGT). Article 342 empowers
the President of India to declare a particular
group as scheduled tribe after consultation with
the Governor.

The term Tribe has its originin a Latin/Ro-
man word Tribus which means a social group
composed of families, clans or generations hav-
ing shared ancestry and language.

Majumdar (1961) considers tribe as “A
social group with territorial affiliation, endoga-
mous with no specialisation of functions, ruled
by tribal officers, hereditary or otherwise united
in language or dialect, recognizing the social
distance from castes or tribes but no stigma
attached to caste-structures following tribal
beliefs, traditions, customs, liberalization of
natural ideas from alien sources, above all con-
sciousness of homogeneity of ethnic and terri-
torial integration”.

Scheduled tribes are the least placed groups
in literacy rate of the country. As per 2011 cen-
sus the literacy rate of Tribes is 58 percent,
which is much below to the National average
of 74 percent. This low level of literacy among
these groups has negative implications on sex
ratio, average life span, and lower human de-
velopment aspectsb also. This signifies that
educational development is a pivotal factor in
overall development of these groups. In this
regards, Constitutional of has envisages sev-
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eral provisions to meet the educational needs
of these groups.

Education of tribal’s is an important task
before the Government of India. Article 46 of
the Constitution envisages “Promotion of edu-
cational and economic interests of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other weaker
sections”. The Constitution of India seeks to
secure for all its citizens, among other things,
social and economic justice, equality of status
and opportunity and assures the dignity of the
individual. Article 46 of the Constitution pro-
vides that “the State shall promote with special
care the educational and economic interests of
the weaker sections of the society and in par-
ticular, of the Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes and shall protect them from social
injustice and all forms of exploitation”. Sev-
eral provisions have been incorporated in the
Constitution for safeguarding and promoting the
interests of the Scheduled Tribes in various
spheres so as to enable them to join the na-
tional mainstream.

Promotion of all round development of tribal
inhabits the length and the breadth of our coun-
try has received priority attention of the Gov-
ernment. There are numerous government poli-
cies for ensuring the welfare and well being of
tribal. Asaresult of implementation of the vari-
ous safeguards provided in the Constitution and
development and welfare programmes under-
taken by the Central Government and the State
Governments, there has been considerable im-
provement in the socio-economic condition of
Scheduled Tribes. There is, however, a long
way ahead for achieving complete socio-eco-
nomic equality and social integration of these
communities.

With a view to provide safeguards against
the exploitation of SCs & STs and to promote
and protect their social, educational, economic
and cultural interests, special provisions were
made in the Constitution.

Constitutional Safeguards for Educational
Development :

These safeguards are contained in the Di-
rective Principles of State Policy of the Consti-
tution. Article 46 is a comprehensive provi-
sion comprising both the developmental and
regulatory aspects. Itreads as follows:-

“The State shall promote with special care
the educational and economic interests of the
weaker sections of the people, and in particu-
lar, of the Scheduled Castes and the Sched-
uled Tribes, and shall protect them from social
injustice and all forms of exploitation”.

i) Article 15(4) empowers the State to
make any special provision for the advance-
ment of any socially and educationally back-
ward classes of citizens or for SCs and STs.
This provision was added to the Constitution
through the Constitution (First Amendment)
Act, 1951, which amended several Articles.
This provision has enabled the State to reserve
seats for SCs and STs in educational institu-
tions including technical, engineering and medi-
cal colleges and in Scientific & Specialized
Courses. In this Article as well as in Article
16(4) the term ‘backward classes’ inused as a
generic term and comprises various categories
of backward classes, viz., Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes,
De-notified Communities (Vimukta Jatiyan) and
Nomadic/Seminomadic communities.

ii) Article 29(1) provides “any section of
the citizens residing in the territory of India or
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any part thereof having a distinct language, script
or culture of its own shall have the right to con-
serve the same”. This Article has special sig-
nificance for all the Scheduled Tribes. Santhals
have a script of their own, viz., Olchiki. But
this provision need not be understood to edu-
cate Tribals only in their language and thereby
making them isolated. Tribals should be edu-
cated in the language of the State as well as
National Language to expose them to the out-
side knowledge.

iii) Article 350 A “It shall be the endeavor
of every State and of every local authority within
the State to provide adequate facilities for in-
structions in the mother-tongue at the primary
stage of'education to children belonging to lin-
guistic minority groups, and the president may
issue such directions to any State as he consid-
ers necessary or proper for securing the provi-
sion of such facilities”. Most of the tribal com-
munities have their own languages or dialects,
which usually belong to a different family of lan-
guages than the one to which the State’s offi-
cial language belongs.

iv) Six schedule: Provision as to the ad-
ministration of Tribal Areas in the states of
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram the
District council are empowered the establish,
construc or manage primary schools.

Action Points for Development of Educa-
tion & Training :

¢ On educational upliftment of Scheduled

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, Ambedkar

said, ““I think that the means that have to

be adopted for the purpose of bringing

these people up are not that we should

have primary schools and secondary

schools for these people. Out of 100
boys, 20 remain and 80 go away. My
idea is something fantastic. [ would sug-
gest that schools should be opened for
them in their own locality or some cen-
tral place. I would suggest to collect the
best boys from the primary schools and
give them food, shelter and education in
that very place, away from their parents.
Upto the Matriculation examination you
give them education there. As soon as
they pass the Matriculation examination,
send them to a college and give them tu-
ition fee. After that select a number of
students from amongst them and send
them to other countries, for them to get
the best of education. After that give them
service in the Government Department.
I'would be quite prepared to spend one
crores of rupees for the Scheduled
Castes and one crore for the Scheduled
Tribes for 10 years. Thus you will cre-
ate a few people with high qualification
and place them in high posts’. Prof.
Nirmal Kumar Bose (1972: 278)
analysed this statement and concluded
that, “Dr. B.R. Ambedkar is quite cor-
rect when he says that we should raise
the status of Backward Classes as a
whole and not individually; but that can
only be done by producing highly quali-
fied people from amongst these commu-
nities and placing them in key positions
of Government service”.

There is an urgent need for establishing
an agricultural college in each district for
imparting education in agricultural prac-
tices. It could be a government-private
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venture. One time subsidy may also be
given to a private person to establish the
institute.

There should be a school up to junior
high school level in every village espe-
cially in SC/ST concentrated areas. Such
schools should have the scope of up gra-
dation up to the high school level. Run-
ning the schools in two shifts can do this.
Morning shift can be run up to the 8"
Standard and evening shift up to the high
school level. This way, education can
be given to all the population particularly
all the SC/ST population. Local educated
youth should be employed in these
schools to reduce the problem of non-
availability of teachers.

There is aneed of good quality I'TIs for
imparting employable skills to the unem-
ployed youths for creating employment
opportunities for them within and outside
the State. Such institutions should have
at least 75% seats for SC/ST students
keeping in view their population in the
region. These funds should come from
special component plan meant for SC/
ST welfare. 25% seats should be for
others funds for which will come from
general pool.

Under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, children
belonging to SC, ST and OBC should
not only be enrolled but there should be
the responsibility of the teachers that they
pursue their education to check alarm-
ing dropouts at primary & secondary lev-
els. For improving quality education and
effective control on the teachers perfor-
mance evaluation indicators of these

(psde s8¢ |

teachers should be based on enrollment,
preventing drop outs, percentage stu-
dents passed, distribution of scholarships,
providing mid day meals to students,
encouraging sports and making studies
interesting and engrossing. There should
be village vigilance committee of the
people having compulsorily SC/ST mem-
bers.

The statistics of Scheduled Tribe and
Scheduled Caste youths who have al-
ready completed graduation level stud-
ies and are aspirant of their employment
in different sectors should be collected
and tried to be accommodated in gov-
ernment jobs, if not, they must be trained
for quality self employment through vo-
cational training.

Each block headquarter should have an
educational institute consisting of a resi-
dential intermediate college/ sports col-
lege with provision for future expansion.
There should also be a vocational col-
lege and coaching guidance centerin the
same campus. There should be one arts
and Culture College for SC/ST to pre-
serve their arts and culture at each dis-
trict headquarter.

In each village, there should be a com-
munity development centre for SC,ST.
Similarly, at each district headquarters,
there should be one community, multi-
purpose hall for SC,ST population.
There is an urgent need for establishing
a centre for policy research at the na-
tional level. They should be entrusted
with the responsibility of research relat-
ing to SC, ST matters.
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¢ There is a need for providing medical
training centers for nurses, ANMs, phys-
iotherapists, technicians, radiologists etc
in each district.

As education sector is feeder to the res-
ervation in services, higher education in
science, technology, PhD etc. for SC/ST
students is very much needed. The
schemes like Rajiv Gandhi Fellowship for
SC & ST students and other government
schemes for pursuing higher studies lead-
ing to M. Phil & Ph. D. should be
launched countrywide. It must be en-
sured that out of the total of such schol-
arships in the country at least 25% schol-
arships must be awarded to SC/ST stu-
dents.

Scholarships/ Full expenditure to assist
SC/ST students admitted in overseas uni-
versities for higher studies should be pro-
vided.

There should not be any income criteria
for getting scholarship, free ship for the
SC, ST students. This income criterion
has played havoc with the education of
SC, ST. Itis recommended that the in-
come criteria should be abolished.

The candidates preparing for various
competitive exams for [AS, IPS, etc.,
admission in engineering colleges and
medical colleges and other services may
be allowed to take admission in any re-
puted private coaching centres and their
full fees should be reimbursed by the
Government from SCP/ TSP funds.

The tuition fee of the SC and ST stu-
dents studying in private colleges and in-

stitutions should be fully reimbursed by
the Social Welfare/Tribal Welfare depart-
ment under SCP and TSP funds.

In those villages where no land is avail-
able especially in SC and ST dominated
areas, land should be purchased and al-
lotted to homeless for construction of
houses under Indira Awas Yojana.

The State Government was suggested to
provide Rs.25000/- towards Kanya
Dhan for SC/ST girls who passed out
Intermediate examination.

Recommendations on Tribal Education and
Development :

1) The NCERT, the SCERT and the NGOs
may take up preparation and induction of bilin-
gual text books in the first two standards wher-
ever that particular dialect is the mother tongue
of minimum 1 lakh population. The NCERT
may be made responsible for the introduction
of'text books in all the States and Union Terri-
tories by the end of the Tenth Five Year Plan
period.

11) As each Region of the tribal areas fol-
lows its own calendar, the concerned Tribal
Research Institutes (TRIs) have to prepare the
calendars, region wise or tribe-wise, and fur-
nish the same to the Education Department for
further action.

111) National Institutes like the NCERT, the
NEPA and State Institutions like the SCERT
and the TRIs have to regularly organize orien-
tation courses and workshops for the teachers
in the tribal areas.

iv) The concerned State Governments may
provide the requisite infrastructure facilities such
as buildings, play grounds and audio-video aids;
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at least a group of schools may be provided
with these facilities which might be shared by 5
schools in a particular area.

v) Adult and non-formal education should
be compulsorily introduced (gender-based) in
tribal villages. The reading material ought to be
prepared with tribal bias.

vi)Vocational Training Institutes may be es-
tablished in the Scheduled Areas.

vii) The NGOs are to be involved in the pro-
motion of education and literacy among the
Scheduled Tribes; each N.G.O. should adopt
aminimum of five educational institutions and
render assistance like clothes, and medical aid
for “deserving students”.

Suggestions :

The gap in literacy levels, both for tribal men
and women, is increasing despite the fact that
the largest proportion of centrally sponsored
programmes for tribal development are related
to the single sector of education. This sector
tends to dominate budgetary allocations in state
governments too. In states like Madhya
Pradesh, tribal education is administered directly
by the tribal welfare department and separate
from the education department on the premise
that the educational needs of tribal communi-
ties are at variance from the needs of the rest
of'the population.

The strategy of special tribal hostels and
residential schools makes eminent sense, be-
cause tribals reside traditionally in extremely
small and dispersed settlements in difficult and
remote areas. Therefore, the logistics of serv-
ing each of these settlements with day schools
are unmanageable. The solution has been found
in locating residential tribal schools and hostels

even in the deep forest interiors, although qual-
ity and basic amenities remain a problem.

The amount paid as scholarship and stipends
to tribal students have enabled resource-
strapped tribal families to invest in education,
even though there is evidence that part of the
money is diverted by some families for non-
educational purposes.

A recent evaluation carried out by the Min-
istry on the scheme reveals that the perfor-
mance of certain States in providing matching
grant, maintenance of services and management
of hostels is not encouraging and the pace of
construction of hostels has also been very slow
and the basic amenities provided therein are of
substandard. A review of the scheme of Ashram
Schools revealed that some of the schools are
very badly maintained and deprived of even
basic facilities. Also, no separate sections exist
in the hostel for primary school children which
are a pre-requisite. Tribal hostels and residen-
tial schools in remote interiors are notoriously
poorly managed, plagued by badly maintained
buildings and leakages and delays in payments
to students and purchases. Teachers, if they
teach at all, are often poorly motivated and
sometimes display prejudices against tribal chil-
dren. The greatest failing has been in the con-
text of education in tribal schools.

The sensitive rhetoric of stated tribal policy
of ‘integration’ and enabling tribal communities
to ‘develop according to their own genius’ is
entirely forgotten, as mainstream school cur-
ricula are imposed wholesale on tribal schools.
The problem is not merely the medium of in-
struction; again, contrary to stated national
policy of enabling children at the primary level
to study in their mother- tongue, there are al-
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most no tribal schools in which teaching is in
tribal languages. Even more serious is the cul-
tural bias of school curricula, which tends to be
urban, upper-caste Hindu in content. Studies
have also established patriarchal and commu-
nal trends. Even the dedicated Ramakrishna
Mission schools in remote regions of Bastar and
Arunachal Pradesh, which have been actively
promoted by the Indian state, provide high-
quality education but of a kind that is exclu-
sively and unapologetically Sankritized Hindu
in terms of its cultural moorings, values and idi-
oms. The Christian missionary schools in tribal
regions country-wide have been equally aimed
atassimilation, although into a different cultural
ethos. However, despite all these limitations,
education is a growing and powerfully felt need
of tribal communities. The most visible evolu-
tion in tribal aspirations even in remote tribal
hinterlands and among so-called primitive tribes,
has been for education. The attraction is partly
for eligibility for employment, particularly in
government. However, the major impetus is to
acquire skills to negotiate the complex, exploit-
ative external world. The challenge remains of
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A Study of the Impact of Parental Education on Children's
Education in the Kakinada District

- Dr.V.Ramakrishna, Assistant Professor, University College of Education, Adikavi Nannaya University.

Abstract :

The purpose of this study was to explore
the impact of parent education on children’s
education. To meet the objectives required data
were collected from 10 secondary schools. A
sample of 100 teachers of 10 secondary schools
in Kakinada District. 48 teachers were from
Government schools and 52 teachers from Pri-
vate schools and 40 from urban and 60 from
rural areas. Of them, 64% were male and 36%
were female. The researcher prepared and
constructed the tool for the collection of data.
As no suitable tool was available for the pur-
pose, the questionnaire was prepared with sixty
items towards “A Study of the Impact of Pa-
rental Education Towards Children Education”
and the tool was constructed by a 5-point scale
for each statement class for a response by
checking out 5 alternatives. The survey method
was used for this study. In this study, it was
found that there is a significant association be-
tween parental education and children’s edu-
cation.

Keywords : Parent education, Children
Education, Secondary School

Introduction :

Educationisa stepping stone to the civili-
zation and culture of a country. It is an integral
part and basis of human life. Education is as
old as human existence and shall continue to
function as long as the human race exists. It is
an essential human virtue. Man becomes hu-
man through education. Broadly speaking, edu-

cation bestows upon the child various values.
It stands in the position of parents and guides
the children as the society’s intention. Educa-
tion helps the child to face society having gained
all his potential.

“Education means enabling the mind to find
out that ultimate truth which emancipates us from
the bondage of the dust and gives wealth, not
of things but inner light, not of power but of
love making the truth as its own and giving ex-
pression to it” — Rabindranath Tagore.

Parental Involment in Education :

It is no wonder that parent involvement with
the school has become a major educational is-
sue in 1980. This is an era of increasing con-
cern about the quality of education in this coun-
try involvement of educated parents is a nec-
essary thing when it comes to a child’s educa-
tional development early and consistent paren-
tal involvement in the child’s life is critical such
as reading to children at an early age, teaching
patterns, inner personal communication skills
exposing them to diverse cultures and the com-
munity around them, educating them a healthy
lifestyle, etc.

The socialization and academic education
of'a child are aided by the involvement of the
students, parents, teachers, and others in the
community and extended family. Academic
achievement and involvement of educated par-
ents are strongly linked in the research. Many
schools are now beginning the program of pa-
rental involvement in a more organized fashion,
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in part due to the no child left behind legislation
from us department of education. States are
taking a greater role in monitoring and main-
taining academic standards communities are
ever more watchful of the expense of public
education. Local schools are concerned about
continuing to provide high-quality teaching and
other services with dwindling resources and
parents want assurance at their children will
receive adequate preparation to lead reward-
ing adult lives.

Parent Involment :

The term parent involvement is used broadly
in this report it includes several different forms
of participation. In education and with the
schools, Parents can support their children’s
schooling by attending school functions and
responding to school obligations they can be-
come more involved in helping their children,
improving their school work, providing encour-
agement, and arranging for appropriate study
time.

Need and Importance of Parental Educa-
tion :

This is an area of increasing concern about
the quality of education in this country’s local
states or taking a greater role in monitoring and
maintaining academic standards. Communities
are ever more watchful of the expense of pub-
lic education. The local school is concerned
about continuing to provide high-quality teach-
ing and other services with divining resources.
Parental education is very valuable and mainly
concerned with the mutual relation between
school and society.

Impact of Parental Education at the Sec-
ondary Level :
There is amuch higher incidence of involve-

ment of educated parents at the preschool level
and the primary grades they’re at the middle
school or secondary level and consequently, the
majority of research has been conducted with
primary school and upper primary school
teachers.

This research shows that the involvement of
educated parents remains very beneficial in pro-
moting positive achievement and effective out-
comes with these older students. Researchers
have identified differences in the incidences and
types of parent involvement as students move
through the upper elementary and secondary
grades. They point out that parents generally
become less involved as their children grow
older for many reasons. Schools are bigger and
further from home, the curriculum is more so-
phisticated each student has several teachers,
parents of older students are more likely to be
employed and students are beginning to estab-
lish some sense of separation and independence
from their parents. For these reasons the kinds
of parent involvement engaged in by parents of
younger, children are no longer relevant or use-
ful.

Impact of Parental Education on Students'
Achievement :

The research seemingly demonstrates that
the involvement of educated parents in a child’s
learning is positively related to achievement fur-
ther the research shows that the more inten-
sively educated parents are involved in their
children’s learning, the more beneficial the
achievement effects. The more beneficial are
the achievement effects.

Statement of the Problem :

A Study of the Impact Study of the Impact
of Parental Education on Chidlren's Education
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in the Kakinada District.
Review of Literature :

Nancy E. Hill, Lorraine C. Taylor (2004)
Parental School Involvement and
Children’s Academic Achievement: Prag-
matics and Issues Developing collaborations
between families and schools to promote aca-
demic success has a long-standing basis in re-
search and is the focus of numerous programs
and policies. We propose the next steps for
research, focusing on the importance of con-
sidering students’ developmental stages, the
context in which involvement takes place, and
the multiple perspectives through which involve-
ment may be assessed. Finally, we discuss en-
hancing involvement in diverse situations.

By Davis-Kean, Pamela E. [2005] The
Influence of Parent Education and Family In-
come on Child Achievement: The Indirect Role
of Parental Expectations and the Home Envi-
ronment. This study examined the process of
how socioeconomic status, specifically parents’
education and income, indirectly relates to
children’s academic achievement through par-
ents’ beliefs and behaviors. Data from a na-
tional, cross-sectional study of children were
used for this study. The subjects were 868 8-
12-year-olds, divided approximately equally
across gender (436 females, 433 males). This
sample was 49% non-Hispanic European
American and 47% African American. Using
structural equation modeling techniques, the
author found that the socioeconomic factors
were related indirectly to children’s academic
achievement through parents’ beliefs and be-
haviors but that the process of these relations
was different by racial group. Parents’ years of

schooling also was found to be an important
socioeconomic factor to take into consideration
in both policy and research when looking at
school-age children.

Objectives of the study :

e To find out the differences between the
attitudes of male and female teachers to-
wards the impact of parental education
on children’s education

e To find out the differences between the
attitudes of rural and urban area teach-
ers towards the impact of parental edu-
cation on children’s education.

e To find out the differences between the
attitudes of private teachers and govern-
ment teachers towards the impact of edu-
cation on children’s education.

e To find out the differences between the
attitudes of graduates and postgraduates
on the impact of parental education on
children’s education.

Limitation of the study :

1. The present study is confined to second-
ary school teachers in Kakinada.

2. The present study was constrained by
time factors as the study had to be com-
pleted within a particular period which is
quite short.

3. The present study is confined to second-
ary school teachers.

Method of Investigation :

The present investigation falls under the sur-
vey method and it deals with surveying the opin-
ions of teachers about “A STUDY OF THE
IMPACT OF PARENTAL EDUCATION
ON CHILDREN EDUCATION” Survey
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e

research is a method and collecting and ana-
lyzing data obtained from a large number of
respondents.

Sample of the study :

The investigator selected the teachers who
are working in different management schools
on the criteria of gender, urban and rural, and
Graduation and Post-Graduation.

Hypothesis :

e There is no significant difference between
the attitudes of male and female teach-
ers on the impact of parental education
on children’s education.

There is no significant difference between
the attitudes of rural and urban area
teachers on the impact of parental edu-
cation on children’s education.

There is no significant difference between
the attitudes of government teachers and
private teachers on the impact of paren-
tal education on children’s education.

There is no significant difference between
the attitudes of graduates and postgradu-
ate teachers on the impact of parental
education on children’s education.

Construction of the tool :

The construction of the tool for the collec-
tion of data occupies an important place in the
field ofresearch. As no suitable tool was avail-
able for the purpose, the questionnaire was
prepared with sixty items for “A Study of the
Impact of Parental Education Towards
Children Education” and the tool was con-
structed by a 5-point scale each statement class
for aresponse by checking out 5 alternatives.
These items are prepared by collecting infor-
mation from Parental education about children’s

education. Thus, the final forms of items are
prepared. There are 60 items; these items are
supplemented by a careful study related to lit-
erature and informer meetings with experience
lecturers, readers, and professors. Thus, the
items are finalized, listed, and re-arranged. Fi-
nally, 60 items are retained after having rel-
evance and grammatical fitness. Instructions are
typed on the cover page. Instructions are given
clearly to explain the purpose of the study and
what subjects have to do. Here care is taken
to check the “Halo effect” the distribution of
60 items selected for the pilot study is shown in
the following table.

Pilot Study :

A Study of the Impact of Parental Edu-
cation Children's Education

A Large number of items are prepared by
the investigator according to the aims and ob-
jectives of the study. The items are prepared to
measure the behavior changes. These items
sources i.e., books, journals other standard
texts, Newspapers, discussions with experts,
etc.

The distribution of 60 items was selected
for the pilot study. These 60 items are supple-
mentary by a careful study of related literature
and informal meetings with experienced Lec-
turers, Readers, and Professors. Thus, the items
are finalized list and rearranged. Finally, 46 items
are retained after testing their relevance and
grammatical fitness.

Item analysis :

All the 46 responses of 20 subjects are se-
cured and scores are arranged in order from
highest to lowest then the upper 50% of the
total responses and lower 50% of responses
are taken into consideration for measuring the
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discriminating power of the mean forthe upper  nating index which is 0.2 or more are retained.

group and mean for the lower group. The items which are having negative values and
The items which are having item discrimi- values less than 0.2 are rejected.
Table : 2
Showing that there are discriminating values of items in a pilot study.
sL.NO | DI VALUE | REMAEREKS SLNO | DI VALUE | REMARK
1 0.4 Accepted 31 0.3 Accepted
2 0.3 Accepted 32 0.3 Accepted
3 0.3 Accepted 33 0.1 Rejected
4 0.4 Accepted 34 0.0 Rejected
5 0.0 Rejected 35 0.3 Accepted
6 0.4 Accepted 36 0.3 Accepted
7 0.3 Accepted 37 0.3 Accepted
8 0.3 Accepted 38 0.0 Rejected
9 0.3 Accepted 39 0.4 Accepted
10 0.3 Accepted 40 0.3 Accepted
11 0.4 Accepted 41 0.0 Rejected
12 0.1 Rejected 42 0.3 Accepted
13 0.3 Accepted 43 0.4 Accepted
14 0.3 Accepted 44 0.4 Accepted
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15 0.3 Accepted
16 0.0 Rejected
17 0.3 Accepted
18 0.3 Accepted
19 33 Accepted
20 0.0 Rejected
21 0.3 Accepted
22 0.3 Accepted
23 0.3 Accepted
24 0.1 Rejected
25 0.3 Accepted
26 0.0 Rejected
27 0.4 Accepted
28 0.3 Accepted
29 0.3 Accepted
30 0.3 Accepted

The method of retinal represents and at-
tempts to get on estimate the reliability test. A
sample of approximately the below formulas is
often useful to an investigator and others who
want to alter quickly the reliability of short ob-
jective classroom examinations.

Final Study :
After taking permission from the Head Mas-

,é‘/ @sa under Arts and Humanities Category
45 0.4 Accepted
46 0.3 Accepted
47 0.3 Accepted
48 0.3 Accepted
49 0.3 Accepted
50 0.3 Accepted
51 0.4 Accepted
52 0.0 Rejected
53 0.3 Accepted
54 0.3 Accepted
55 0.3 Accepted
56 0.0 Rejected
57 0.5 Accepted
58 0.1 Rejected
59 0.4 Accepted
60 0.3 Accepted

ter of the respected schools from which the
sample was drawn the questionnaire was dis-
tributed to teachers’ and doubts were clarified
on the spot of the filled-in questionnaire. There
were checked and collected. Thus, a question-
naire was scored according to procedure
dimensions scores completed. The final study
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was conducted for 100 teachers of the
Kakinada District

Scoring :
For the positive items, scores are 5 to 1 for
the 5 responses.

For the negative items, scores are 1 to 5 for
the 5 responses.

Statistical Analysis :

The collected data was analyzed using sta-
tistics to verify the hypothesis and to find out
the trend of bringing the distribution of each
variable by using techniques such as Mean, SD,
t-values and reliability and validity coefficient,
etc.,

Analysis of the Data :

Data Analysis is the heart of any social sci-
ence research using an opinionative or any in-
ventory the researcher collects the information
until and unless. It is processed through statis-
tical treatment it serves no purpose.

In this study, the views of primary school
headmasters towards conflict resolving tech-
niques were analyzed and interpreted contex-
tually for the scale of convenience and easiness
the analysis is carryout.

The researcher used the standardized pro-
cedure tool to construct collected data from
various variables the collected data is given

numerical scores tabulated. The mean, median,
mode, quartile deviation, standard, kurtosis,
etc., are also obtained. Based on the responses
of'the individuals the researcher tabulated the
items of the tool according to their scoring or-
der the presented findings and conclusions. Fi-
nally, the researcher presented suggestions for
the secondary and scope for further research.
Analysis :

The analysis and interpretation of data in-
volve the objective material in the procession
of the research and his subjective reactions and
desires to derive from the data, the internet
meaning in their relation to the problem. To
avoid making conclusions interpretations from
insufficient invalid data, the final analysis must
be anticipated in detail when plans are being
made or collecting information.

The problem should be analyzed in detail
which sees what data are necessary for its so-
lutions and is assumed that the method used
will provide definite answers. The researcher
must determine whether the factor or not the
factors chosen for study satisfy all the condi-
tions of the problem and if the sources to be
used will provide requisitions do J.C.Agarwal,
has explained thus: “However values, reliable
and adequate the data may be, it does not come
to any worthwhile purpose unless it is carefully
edited.
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Verification of hypothesis - 1

ers on the impact of parental education

e There is no significant difference between on children’s education.
the attitudes of male and female teach-
VARIABLES | MEAN SD N | CR ('t'value) REMARKS
Male 181.75 10.65 64 Not
Significant
Female 184.3 1422 | 36 0.946 Difference

From the above table, the C.R. value is
0.946 under the 0.05 level of significance the
table value is 1.96 the obtained C.R. value is
less than the table value. So null hypothesis is
accepted.

Hence there is no significant difference be-
tween male and female teachers in respect of

Graph:1

their adjustment differences. It means male and
female teachers do not differ on the impact of
parental education on children’s education.
Analysis :

It seems the male and female teachers are
having a good awareness of the impact of pa-
rental education on children’s education.

Showing that there is a Bar Graph of Male and Female teachers at the secondary school level

200
195
190
185
180
175

170

Male

Verification of hypothesis - 2
There is no significant difference between
the attitudes of Rural and Urban Teachers on

W Mean SD

Female

the impact of parental education on children’s
education.
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Hypothesis :
variables Mean SD N Critical Ratio | Remarks
RURAL 123.50 12.86 60 Not
URBAN 1275 | 11.84 40 1.44 Significant

From the above table, the C.R. value is 1.44
under the 0.05 level of significance the table
value is 1.96 the obtained C.R. value is less
than the table value. So null hypothesis is ac-
cepted. Hence there is no significant difference
between the attitudes of Rural and Urban teach-
ers in respect of their adjustment differences. It

means Rural and Urban teachers do not differ
on the impact of parental education on children’s
education.

Analysis :

It seems the Rural and Urban teachers are
having a good awareness of the impact of pa-
rental education on children’s education.

Graph-2

140

130
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110

Rural

SD

H Mean

Urban

Verification of hypothesis — 3
There is no significant difference between

the attitudes of Government and Private teach-
ers on the impact of parental education on
children’s education.
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Hypothesis :
Variables Mean Sd N Cr (‘T’ Value) Remarks
Government | 178.50 10.8 48 Not
Private 180 13.8 52 0.55 Significant

From the above table, the C.R. value is 0.55
under the 0.05 level of significance the table
value is 1.96 the obtained C.R. value is less
than the table value. So null hypothesis is ac-
cepted.

Hence there is no significant difference be-
tween Government and Private Teachers in re-

spect of their adjustment differences. It means
Government and Private Teachers do not dif-
fer on the impact of parental education on
children’s education.

Analysis :

It seems the Government and Private teach-
ers are having a good awareness of the impact
of parental education on children’s education.

Graph-3

195
190
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180
175
170

Government

Verification of hypothesis - 4

There is no significant difference between
Graduates and Post Graduates teachers on the

mSD

B Mean

private

impact of parental education on children’s edu-
cation.
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Hypothesis :
VARIABLES | MEAN SD N CR ('t' value) REMARKS
Graduates 178.6 12.21 | 85 Not
Significant
Postgraduates 172 1427 | 15 1.68 Difference

From the above table, the C.R. value is 1.68
under the 0.05 level of significance the table
value is 1.96 the obtained C.R. value is less
than the table value. So null hypothesis is ac-
cepted. Hence there is no significant difference
between graduates and postgraduates in re-
spect of their adjustment differences. It means
graduates and post graduates do not differ in

the impact of parental education on children’s
education.
Analysis :

It seems the graduates and post-graduate
teachers are having good awareness about on
the impact of parental education on children’s
education.

Graph-4
100%
95% 12:21
90% 178.6
85%
graduates post graduates
m MEAN ®mSD

Findings :
After analysis and interpretation, the find-
ings of the study can be stated as under:

e There is no significant difference between
male and female teachers in respect of

their adjustment differences. It means
male and female teachers do not differ
on the impact of parental education on
children’s education.

e There is no significant difference between
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Rural and Urban teachers in respect of respect of their adjustment differences.
their adjustment differences. It means It means Graduate and Post Graduate
Rural and Urban teachers do not differ teachers do not differ on the impact of
on the impact of parental education on parental education on children’s educa-
children’s education. tion.

There is no significant difference between Based on the findings discussed above, it

Government and Private teachersinre-  can be concluded that there is a significant im-
spect of their adjustment differences. It  pact of parental education on children’s edu-
means Government and Private teach-  cation. It seems the male and female, Urban
ers do not differ on the impact of paren-  and Rural, Government and Private, and Gradu-
tal education on children’s education. ate and Post Graduate teachers are having good

There is no significant difference between ~ awareness about the impact of parental edu-
Graduate and Post Graduate teachersin ~ cation on children’s education.
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Abstract :

India is one of the most diverse countries,
with its cultures and languages, of the world,
with different ethnic groups in it. Moderniza-
tion and Globalization have become big threat
to these minor, lesser known and neglected lan-
guages of the country. The study on various lan-
guages spoken by the different ethnic groups,
especially the tribal languages contributed a lot
to the linguistic canvas in India and abroad.
Yerukula is a Dravidian Language mainly spo-
ken by the Yerukulatribe. This language is also
called Kurrubasha or Kulava:tha. Yerukula
is linguistically close to South Dravidian lan-
guages such as Ravula, Irulaand Tamil. This
language tribe (Yerukala or Erukalaor
Erukula) is a caste or social group found
largely in the Southern Indian states of
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu and
Karnataka. Yerukulas are indigenous people
who mostly follow Hindu religion and popula-
tion of Yerukula's is 5,49,000 (according to
2011 Census). This tribe has a dialect of its
own which is called ‘Yerukulabasha’ or
‘Kurrubasha’ or ‘Kula vaatha’. Linguistically
Yerukula has Lexical similarity with Irula,
Ravulaand Tamil. In this present paper, an at-
tempt is made to discuss the endangerment sce-
nario of Yerukala language and propose the
necessary steps needed to be taken for the
preservation of'it.

Key words : Ethnic groups, Linguistic di-
versity, Yerukala, Kurru, Kulavaatha,
Ethnologue, Language endangerment and Pres-
ervation.

Introduction :

Linguists are becoming increasingly alarmed
at the rate at which languages are going out of
use. A special issue of the journal Language
(Hale etal. 1992), based on a colloquium held
at an annual meeting of the Linguistic Society
of America, drew attention to the scale of lan-
guage endangerment, and called for a concerted
effort by linguists to record the remaining speak-
ers and to create linguistic archives for future
reference (this is referred to as language docu-
mentation). In this issue, Krauss (1992) esti-
mated that 90% of the world’s languages would
be severely endangered by year 2100. Accord-
ing to more optimistic estimates such as Nettle
& Romaine (2000) and Crystal (2000), ‘only’
50% will be lost.

Yerukula is a Dravidian Language mainly
spoken by the Yerukulatribe. This language is
also called Kurrubasha or Kulava:tha.
Yerukula is linguistically close to South
Dravidian languages such as Ravula,lrulaand
Tamil. This language tribe ( Yerukala or
ErukalaorErukula) is a caste or social group
found largely in the Southern Indian states of
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu and
Karnataka. Yerukulas are indigenous people
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of South India who mostly follow Hindu reli-
gion. They call themselves as "Kurru”. They
are called “Yerukula” after their women’s tra-
ditional profession of fortune telling
(Erukachepputa, Telugu term). This tribe has
a dialect of its own which is called
“Yerukulabasha” or “Kurrubasha” or
“Kulava:tha”. in Various census report of
1901,1911, 1921, 1931, the government of
india reported that Yerukala is derived from
Dravidian languagesfamily. Yerukala is mostly
admixture of various Dravidian Languages such
as Telugu, Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam and
other local dialect. Koracha, yerukala, korama
and kaika:

1) dialects of Dravidian, were affiliated in the
Linguistics Survey of India. This tribe is divided
into a number of functional and endogamous
sub-divisions and each such sub-division is
named after the commodity, which they traded
in and the occupation they adopted. Linguisti-
cally Yerukula has not been grouped to
Dravidian Languages, and its subgrouping is
pending (cf.Bh.Krishnamurti. 2003) Even
though most of Yerukalal.exical elements are
similarity with frula, Ravulaand Tamil. The
script used to record Yerukala Literature is
Telugu.

Yerukala :

The yerukalas are a wondering tribe settled
in plains in the states of Andhra Pradesh,
Tamilnadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharastra,
West Bengal (Calcutta) and Orissa (Thurston:
1909). The Yerukalas are Dravidian tribe. They
have different nomenclature in different states.
They are called Yerukalas in Andhra Pradesh,
koravas or koragas in Tamil Naidu, korchas
in Karnataka andkaika is in Narmada region

of Maharastra. They are known as korava from
the extreme South to the North of the North
Arcot district of Tamilnadu, where they are
koracha or koracha, and in the Ceded dis-
tricts of Andhra Pradesh they become Yerukala
or Yerukula. According to Balfour, The
koravas, or a certain section of them, i.e., the
kunchikoravas, were known as yerukalko-
ravar, and they called the language they spoke
verkal. The same authority, writing of
verkalva:du,alludes to them as kurshiva:nloo,
and goes onto say that they style them-
selvesyeraka, and give the same appellation to
the language in which they hold communica-
tion. The wordyerkal here undoubtedly stands
for yerukala, and kurshi for korcha. It is con-
tended that the koravas and yerukalas do not
intermarry or eat together. But according to one
extracted note, dated 1895, marriages took
place between the southern koravas of a gang
from Madura district (Tamilnadu) and the
verukalas of the Kadapa district, (Andhra
Pradesh). In Nellore of Andhra Pradesh and
other districts, yerukalas also purchase their
wives,the price varying from thirty to seventy
repress, but money rarely passed on to the party
on such occasions, the consideration being paid
in asses or cattle.

Origin and Population of Yerukula :

The earliest reference of Yerukalas can be
found in the Maha:bha:rata, an Indian
epic. e:kalavya, the extraordinary expert and
skillful archer of Mahabharata times, who
belongs to Yerukala society. He is said to be-
long to Nishadha tribe of North India. This
Nishadha caste is known as erukula in Telugu
speaking lands. They are also known as Kiratas
in some places of North India. According to
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2011 Census, population it is Estimated that
the Yerukalapopulation in India is 5,49,000and
has a literacy rate of 25.74%(according to 1991
Census).

Andhra Praesh 5,31,000
Tamil Nadu 13,000
Orissa 1,800
Karnataka 1,200
Maharashtra 600
Delhi 200
Gujarat 200
Pondicherry 200
Chhattisgarh 100
Jharkhand 87

S.No Factors of Language Vitality and Endangerment

Inter generational language transmission

Language vitality and Language Endanger-
ment :

UNESCO has developed a framework for
determining the vitality of a language in order
to assist in policy development, identification
of'needs and appropriate safeguarding mea-
sures. They have made surveys in 2001, 2003
and 2005 to determine the Language Vitality
and Endangerment. Based on the surveys done,
the Ad-Hoc Expert Group on Endangered Lan-
guages elaborated a landmark concept paper
entitled “Language Vitality and Endanger-
ment”’, which established the following nine
factors.

Application to
Yerukala
Absolutely No

Community members attitude towards their own language Negative attitude

3 Shifts in domains of language use

4 Government and institutional language attitudes and

Except home there is shift
in many domains

No

policies, including official status and use

Type and quality of documentation

O 0 3 O W

Absolute number of speakers

Types of Language Endangerment:

Languages have been classified into differ-
ent types based on the condition and situation
of'the languages. It is very difficult to perceive
language weather it is safe, vulnerable or ex-
tinct. Thus for the purpose of the study it is very

Response to new domains and media

Proportion of speakers within the total population

Very less
Absolutely No response

Availability of materials for language education and literacy No

Less
Less than ten Thousand

important to classify the languages. Since lan-
guage endangerment is not uniform, classifica-
tion of endangered languages have been done
by many scholars and some of the classifica-
tions are given below.

UNESCO?’s classification of endangered
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languages (UNESCO’s language vitality
and Endangerment frame work) :

1. Safe—Language is spoken by all gen-
eration; intergenerational transmission is
uninterrupted.

2. Vulnerable — Most children speak the
language; but it may be restricted to cer-
tain domains.

3. Definitely endangered — Children no
longer learn the language as mother
tongue in the home.

4. Severely endangered —language is spo-
ken by grandparents older generation;
while the parent generation may under-
stand it, but they do not speak it to the
children or among themselves.

5. Critically endangered — The youngest
speakers are grandparents and they
speak the language partially and infre-
quently.

6. Extinct— There are no speakers left.
Classification of endangered languages
according to Sasse (1992).

1. A — Abandoned language (language

which is dying out).

2. T—Target language (dominant language
which is continued).

3. Primary language (language with higher
degree of lexical grammatical and prag-
matic competence)

4. Secondary language — (language with
lower degree of lexical, grammatical and
pragmatic competence).

Christopher Mosely’s classification of
endangered languages. According to
Mosely (2007: xii) endangered languages
are classified into five types.

1. Potentially endangered — Language
which usually implies lack of prestige in
the home country, economic deprivation,
pressure from the larger languages in the
public sphere and social fragmentation
In the private, to the extent that language
is not being systematically passed on in
the educational system.

2. Endangered — Where the youngest flu-
ent speakers tend to be young adults, and
there is a disjunction in passing on the
languages to the children, especially in
the school but even in the home environ-
ment.

3. Seriously/Severely endangered — The
youngest fluent speakers being among the
older generation aged fifty and over, im-
plying a loss of prestige and social value
over a generation age.

4. Moribund — Only a tiny proportion of
the ethnic group speaking the language,
mostly the very aged.

5. Extinct — Where no speakers remain.
This last category means that a language
whose existence is remembered by7 liv-
ing people in the community merits in-
clusion, because there is at least the faint
or theoretical possibility of revival.

From the above mentioned classifications
Mosely (2007: xii) appears to be more con-
vincing for the reason that Yerukala is Seri-
ously/Severely endangered language which
lacks prestige in social domain, not transmitted
the language through formal education and the
youngest fluent speakers being among the older
generation aged fifty and over. In the present
study I adopt Mosely 5 Classification to assert
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that Yerukala is a severely endangered lan-

guage.
Speakers of Language (both by younger
and older generation) and their level of flu-
ency:

To know about the language use of Yerukala

Statistics of language use :

people, a pilot study was conducted in the
month of November - December, 2016. The
study was conducted in the major villages of
Yerukala people in the area of yerukala-
ceruvu, Krunool District, Andhra Pradesh.
The study shows the following picture of the
language use

Language Age Understand ~ Speak Understand and Speak
YERUKALA 3-5 - - -

6-15 - - -

16-25 - - -

26-35 Partial - -

36-45 Yes - -

46-55 Yes Yes Yes

56-Above Yes Yes Yes

The above table shows that people up
to 25 years in community cannot understand
the language and people up to age of 45 years
cannot speak the language and the people who
are between the age group of 46 and 55 years
can understand the language and people who
are above 56 years can speak and understand
the language. This shows that the language is
not properly transmitted to the younger gen-
eration and is severely endangered.

Steps to be taken for the preservation of
Yerukala language :

1. Language Documentation

2. Language Revitalization

1. Language documentation is the effort
to prevent languages from becoming unknown.
There are several ways to document the en-
dangered languages. Among, the major steps
can be seen below.

Record the data: The first and easy step
to preserve a language is recording the data. If
the data is recorded it can be used for various
language revitalization purposes to preserve.

Developing primers: Once the data is re-
corded, it can be used for various purposes
like developing primers, get primary education
in one’s mother tongue.If primers are devel-
oped and teachers are appointed by giving
training, it will be great step from the govern-
ment side in preserving the endangered lan-
guages.

Developing Dictionaries: Developing dic-
tionaries with recent technology and tools like
FLEx developed by Summer Institute of Lin-
guistics can be used in making the phonemic,
bilingual dictionaries etc. with less effort and
minimum of training,
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Developing the scripts: If a script is de-
veloped, it will be a significant step in preserv-
ing the language. These scripts should be de-
veloped in consultation with the respective com-
munities. So that the communities can proudly
say that they too have the scripts. Once the
script is developed, the community can be en-
couraged to document the vast knowledge
which will bring the recognition to the society
(Mohanty, 2013:63). Otherwise, the script of
dominant languages of that area may be used
to bring the language into mainstream.

2. Language Revitalization includes :

Community Radios: Community stations
serve geographic communities and communi-
ties of interest. They broadcast content that is
popular and relevant to a local, specific audi-
ence. Community radio stations are operated,
owned, and influenced by the communities they
serve. They are generally nonprofit and pro-
vide a mechanism for enabling individuals,
groups, and communities to exchange or share
massages, to tell their own stories, to share
experiences. This kind of effort (setting of com-
munity radios) will help the communities to pre-
serve their own language because often they
hear their own language rather than the domi-
nant language.

Encourage Younger Generations: One
way is to encourage younger generations to
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speak the language as they grow, so that they
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Conclusion :

Based on the factors of language vitality and
language endangerment the research conducted
on Yerukalaand the analysis made and ex-
plained, and statistical analysis explains that the
language speakers are very less compared to
community members. Based on the above
points we can conclude that, Yerukala is a se-
verely endangered language which has only
5,00,000 speakers. Though Yerukala belongs
to Dravidian group of languages, it is not
grouped in the Dravidian Language Family. Due
to this reason the language has never attracted
linguists to work on its structure as many at-
tempts were made to describe the structure of
dominant languages. If we take some of the
steps mentioned above, it will be of great help
to the community, linguists, anthropologists and
the language itself.
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A Brief Survey of Historical Novels in Kannada

- Dr. M. N. Mahesha, Assistant Professor & Head i/c, Department of Kannada, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai.

The emergence of historical novel in the
Kannada Language was historical necessity. In
the second half of the nineteenth century, sev-
eral states of India took interest in historical
research. Nationalism, patriotism opposition to
the British rule, influence of Western education,
searches for new ways of express their experi-
ence and above all, the enthusiasm of the middle
class contributed to the birth of the historical
novels.

Historical clashes, struggles and romances
resembled from folktales and adventure sto-
ries. There used to be no history that can be
accepted. But in course of time historical nov-
els gathered momentum and more of history
has been injected into this genre. The historical
novels aimed at the past and the presentation
of the mighty men and women to whom the
country and honor were more precious than
comfort, wealth and power. Regarding the re-
lationship between the history and literature
McCauley says, “History at least in its state of
ideal perfection, is a compound of poetry and
Philosophy. It impresses general truth on the
mind by a vivid representation of particular
character and incidents 7.

Sir Walter Scott seems to have influenced
Bankimchandra Chaterji who in turn gave ini-
tiation to novelists in almost all Indian Lan-
guages. In a way, both are responsible for the
historical novels in India. In the beginning, his-
torical novels in Kannada were translations from
other languages. Historical novel in Kannada
starts with Galaganatha. He translated so many
Novels of Harinarayana Apte from Martathi

language. He created readership for the his-
torical novel. The main qualities and qualifica-
tions of historical novelist is ““To write a really
good historical novel, a writer must have the
same insight into character that he would need
ifhe were writing about his contemporaries, in
addition to be able to think and feel his way
back into an alien mode of life.”

In Kannada, so many writers wrote huge
number of novels based on different dynasties
of Karnataka state. Mainly they are-
1.Kadamba dynasty, they ruled the Karnataka
in the middle of A.D 3 Century. Devudu
Narasimhashastri wrote a novel based on
Kadamba’s history in the name Mayura in
1928. This historical novel based on the life of
Mayuravarma. He is responsible for the estab-
lishment of the Kadamab’s dynasty. It narrates
the story of Mayura Varma, who went to the
capital of Pallavas to study the Vedas, was in-
sulted, vowed vengeance and overthrowing the
arrogant rulers himselfascended the throne. 2.
Chalukyaru- they also ruled the Karnataka state
in 4" Century based on their ruling and Cul-
tural life three novels wrote by different authors.

They are as follows- a) Chalukya Pulakeshi
by R.S. Sabarada, Sathyashraya samrajya by
H. Tipperudraswamy and Dakshinapateshwra,
Parameshwara Pulakeshi by N.S Krishna-
murthy and Srinivasarao Koratti. In these nov-
els authors depicted the wars between
Pulakeshi and Samrat Harshavardhana,
Pulakeshi and the kings of Kanchi Pallava’s.
3. Rastrakuutaru- from 6™ to 7™century
Rastrakuutas ruled Karnataka. Amoghavarsha
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Nrupathunga is the representative king of this
dynasty. The famous Progressive writer T.R.
Subbarao wrote a novel Nrupathungha based
on his achievements and wars with neighbor-
hood Kings of North and South. 4. Hoysalaru-
sala is the name of a person. People believe he
is the founder of this Kingdom.

Proper historical evidences are not avail-
able about sala until now. Nrupakaama is the
first king of this kingdom. Vishnuvardhana is
the famous king and he builds many temples in
Karnataka in Hoysala style. He is the follower
of Jainism and support to develop the Jainism
and then he reaccepts the vaishnavisam for the
suggestion of Ramanujacharya. T.R. Subbarao
wrote three novels on this history by namely,
Hoysaleshwara Vishnuvardhana and
Sidilamoggu Kirtinarayana. Vishnuvardhana’s
wife Shanthala was famous as Naatyasarswati
and Naatyarani. Shanthala is a prominent dancer
and princess of Hoysala dynasty. T.R. Subbarao
also wrote 10 historical novels based on
chitrdugadapaleyagars (Chitradurga principal-
ity) and other famous Kings of Karnataka.
They are Nrupathunga, Shilpashree,
Kasturikankana, Kambaniyakuyilu, Rajya-
daaha, Raktharthri, Tirugubhana, Hosahagalu,
Vijayothsava, Durgaastamana. He earned
Kendra sahitya academy award for Durga-
stamana novel in 1985. In this novel, he fore-
shortened life, ruling and achievements of
gandugali Madakarinayaka, and he fought with
the Navab Haidrali kan of Mysore State. The
historical novels written by him on the
Paalegaras of chitradurga in a serial group.
These novels established his reputation as an
excellent narrator, endowed with rare histori-
cal imagination.

The life of Shanthala gave birth to woman-
oriented historical novels in Kannada. They are
Shanthala, Shrivishnukanthe Shanthale of K. V.
Ayyar. Pattamahishi Natyarani Shanthale of
K.Nagaraja Rao. Natyarani Shanthala by
M.N.Murthy and Sametanahalli Ramaraya’s
Savatigandha vaarane are famous novels about
Shanthala. In these novels authors concentrated
to depict her social services and sacrifice.

Kaalacuryaru and Shivasharanaru-
Basaveswra’s period was successfully pre-
sented by B. Puttaswamaiah in the novels of
Udayaravi, Rajyapaala, Kalyaneswara, Naga-
bandha, Mugiyada Kanasu and Krantikalyana.
In Kalyanakranti The author completely pre-
sented social reforms done by Basavanna and
some fundamentalist oppose the Establishment
of Anubhava mnatapa, inter caste marriage and
sahabhojana system. The anti-reform people
opposed these new changes. Finally, it turns to
revolution. This revolution is called as in
Karnataka Kalyana kranti.

Vijayangara Dynasty- It is a famous and ma-
jor Dynasty of Karnataka state. The ruling of
Vijayanagra kings period is famous as golden
age of Karnataka. Krishnadevaraya is the main
king of this period. In 1929 Verakesari
sitharamashastri wrote a novel about
Kumararama, he used the Nanjudakavi’s
Kumararamana sangathya as a source for this
novel.

The history of Vijayanagara Empire attracted
Kannada writers. The first independent Histori-
cal novel in Kannada, Madhava Karuna Vilasa
was published in 1893 is about the Vidhyaranya,
Harihara and Bukkaraya, the founders of
Vijayanagara Empire. This was written by
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Galaganatha. He also translated Harinarayana
Aptes’s Marathi Novel Vajraghatha as
Kanndigara Karma Kathe. It tells about the fall
of Vijayanagara Empire at the battle held at
Rakkasagi and Thangadagi. Later Betageri
Krishnasharma (Annada Kanda) wrote
Ashanthiparva on the same issue. Kumudini
(1913) of Galaganatha is the first novel about
Karnataka History.

Korati srinivasa Rao wrote twenty novels
in Kannada under the caption ‘Vijayanagara
Kadambari Malike’. These were translated into
English by Srinivasa Brothers. A.N. Krishana
Rao is a gifted famous and popular novelist of
progressive Literature. He is famous in the name
of Kadambari saarvabouma in Kannada litera-
ture. He wrote 10 novels on the history of
Vijayanagara they are: Vijaya Vidhyaranya,
Thapobala, Punyaprabhava, proudaprathapi,
Mohanamurari, Yashodundubi,
Abhayapradhana, Teejobanga, Aliyaramaraya
and Pralyaanathara. In these novels the author
completely depicted the Vijayangara dynasty’s
history. He generally excels in creating attrac-
tive situations and maintaining story interest by
lively dialogue, beautiful situations and incidents.
His novels would have gained considerably in
quality and appeal.

According to Georg Lucas, important fea-
tures of historical novel is “The historical novel
therefore has to demonstrate by artistic means
that historical circumstances and characters
existed in precisely such and such a way- what
in Scott has been called very superficially, au-
thenticity of local color is in actual fact this ar-
tistic demonstration of historical reality. It is the
portrayal of the broad living basis of historical

events in their intricacy and complexity in their
manifold interaction with acting individuals”.
B.venkatacharya was one of the famous His-
torical novelists of Kannada Literature. He
translates above 60 novels from Bengali Lan-
guage, most of them by Bankim. This was fol-
lowed by independent historical novels, which
created an impetus to drive away the British
rules. The characters in these novels were made
exemplary in order to enthuse the people. In
Kannada Galaganath and B. Venkatachary’s
novels are some of the examples.

Masti Venkatesha Iyyangar is one the fa-
mous Navodaya period writers. He wrote
Chikkaveera Rajendra is about the last king in
the Kodagu Dukedom (Samsthana). It earned
him Jnanapeeta award in 1983. The history of
Tippu Sultan transcends the regional boundaries
and it became a national object of interest. He
fought with the British rulers. This became the
content of V. Seetharamashastri’s Dault. A num-
ber of Kannada novels are about the local chief-
tains.

Until now, we have discussed the novels,
which depicted the history of remote and me-
dieval past with devotion and emotion. Many
of these novels embrace and glorify the past.
The sense of revivalism is the dominant feature
ofthese novels. There are other types of his-
torical novels. They look like social novels but
they are also historical novels, because they
based on historical events. They depict conflict
between the opposite forces and consequent
changes with historical outlook and cause and
effect relation. The progressive writer Nirnjanas
Novel Chirasmarane depicts the revolt of com-
mon people against the landlords in Kayyur of
Malabar region, during the end of the fourth
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decade of this century. This novel deals with
the bold part played by the people of Kerala in
their struggle for freedom.

After reading this novel one can come to
conclusion that the common person in all cor-
ners of the society, is the seamed and the cir-
cumstances lead all poor people to solve their
problems, by protest. The main characters of
this novel Chirukunda and Appu emerged, de-
veloped and became leaders of common
people under peculiar historical conditions. Of
course as already pointed out, these kinds of
novels will be very few in other languages.
Kalayana swamy is his historical novel, describ-

Reference :
1. Krishanshasthri A.R. - Bankimachandra

ing the exploits of the brave people of Coorg,
who tried in vain to wrest power from the Brit-
ish. Nirnjan’s Mrityunjya novel depicts the re-
volt of slaves against their rulers in Italy. This is
an artistic reflection of the first revolt of com-
mon man in the history of human kind. The
writer says “the cruel social system which pre-
vailed in Egypt 4500 years ago, forced people
to revolt and such conditions in any country in
any age will certainly make people revolt”.

I'would like to conclude by saying though a
number of historical novels have produced in
Kannada all novels successfully depicted
Karnataka history and few of them are great.

. Wagenknecht - Cavalcade of the English Novel

. Kirthinatha Kurthakoti - yugadharma haagu sahithya Dharshana

2
3
4. Krishnamurti kithuura - Galaganatharu mathu avara kadambarigalu
5. Mugali R.S - History of Kannada Literature
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Gender Roles in Esmeralda Santiago’s novel When I Was
Puerto Rican

- S. Rajesh Kumar, Ph.D. Scholar, Department of English, Osmania University, Hyderabad.

Abstract :

In her memoir, When I Was Puerto Rican,
one of the trilogies, Santiago narrates her own
experiences. She challenges her native cultural
expectations, and gender stereotypes and
writes in defiance of Puerto Rican cultural ex-
pectations. The aim of the paper is to analyze
gender roles in Esmeralda Santiago’s first mem-
oir, which is about her transition from childhood
to adulthood. Esmeralda sees her parents’ pov-
erty, problematic marital relationships, tradi-
tional gender roles in the family, and gender dis-
parity in her society. Mami'’s perseverance, self-
reliance, and breaking of a taboo by joining a
garment factory to support her family financially,
all helped Negi to form anidentity.

Keywords : Gender roles, machismo, ste-
reotypes, common-law marriage.

Puerto Rico is one of the Hispanophone
Caribbean islands. It is now a U.S. territory,
and its culture is largely traditional, which is
shaped by the history of slavery, Tainos natives,
Spanish colonization, and American invasion.
There is gender-based stereotypes in all soci-
eties. The traditional culture assigns different
duties to men and women and gender disparity
is evident in the world. Men are usually bread-
winners, financialsupporters, and heads of
households. For centuries, women have been
considered subservient to men, and their role
is mostly limited to home, child rearing, house-
hold chores, and family care. These gender
roles are assigned irrespective of social class.

Culture, tradition, and social norms all play a
part in establishing the appropriate roles for men
and women. Anselmi and Law define Gender
roles as “socially and culturally defined prescrip-
tions and beliefs about the behavior and emo-
tions of men and women”(Anselmi 195).

This research paper analyses the gender
roles represented in Esmeralda Santiago’s first
autobiographical narrative, When I Was Puerto
Rican(1993). Puerto Rican-born Esmeralda
Santiago’s memoir When I was Puerto Rican
is set in the 1950s and chronicles her transition
from childhood to womanhood. She grew up
in a stronglypatriarchal and phallogocentric
Puerto Rican society. She recognized in her
childhood that gender disparity was evident and
questioned the specific gender roles of men and
women and the allocation of power in the fam-
ily. Santiago’s writing is an act of defiance against
patriarchal assumptions. By putting together
pieces of her past, she creates a story that is
more feminine and breaks down the way men
usually write autobiographies. She explores
man-woman relationships and gender dispar-
ity in her memoirs When I Was Puerto
Rican(1993), Almost a Woman (1998) and
The Turkish Lover (2005). These autobio-
graphical trilogies, “serve to create a discourse
that counteracts established patriarchal expec-
tations of and for women”(Morales-Diaz
134).Initially, a child learns his or her role from
the family. The family institution reinforces gen-
der disparity and cultural values impose patri-
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archy. Nurturing, domestic chores, and family
care are attributed to women and are called
feminine activities. Public activities and work
outside of the home are attributed to males.
“Men’s responsibility, as assigned by society,
regardless of class, was to bring food and
money to the home. They were patriarchs who
controlled and dominated the household with-
out performing domestic duties” (Alvarez 73).
A man is a decision maker in the family, con-
trols all the family members and gives financial
protection and security. Women are expected
to serve at home, not outside of the house.
“Women are described as subordinate to their
husbands, having the duty of sexual intercourse
and of bearing children” (Vazquez-Nuttall 1).
The patriarchal norm is much more prevalent
among low-income Puerto Rican families,
where men are considered to be household
heads regardless of their actual role and au-
thority. “The spousal/partner system of the low-
income Puerto Rican family has frequently been
described as strained because of the different
expectations imposed by the culture on men
and women”(Ember 606). The division of
labour within the home between a man and a
woman is one example of the traditional gen-
der roles that exist. Alvarez in her research in
the industrial community in Aguirre, a munici-
pality in Puerto Rico, pointed out that “all
Aguirre women, regardless of class, understood
that their role was part of the tradition, and it
was natural for women to remain in the private
sphere” (77).

Esmeralda depicts her poverty-stricken
childhood, her parents’ constant verbal fights,
and her mother’s relentless quest for freedom.
Her parents’ unmarried relationship, father’s

short sexual affairs with other women and regu-
lar absence from the home reflect the then
prevalent male hegemony in Puerto Rican so-
ciety. There are several conjugal relationships
in Caribbean society, including common-law
unions, visiting unions, and legal marriages. The
researchers use the term “non-legal marital
unions” to refer to common-law marriage, con-
cubinage, and consensual union, in which a man
and a woman cohabit. The relationship between
Negi’s parents is intermittent. Although
Mami(Ramona) insists on a legal marriage af-
ter 14 years of their common-law union, Papi
refuses, saying that he has legally claimed their
children and given his surname. For Negi
(Esmeralda), her papa is a hero figure for her.
As the story progresses, Negi learns that her
father is a Sinverguenza' and has had sexual
relations with other women behind her mother’s
back. “Traditional Hispanic culture is charac-
terized by an androcentric view in which men
tend to prove their virility by having multiple
sex partners”(qtd.in Noland 283). She won-
ders why her Papi disappears for so many days,
immediately after a verbal duel with Mami. Papi
comes back after a few days of absence and
reconciles with Mami. Societal norms, Mas-
culine hegemony and feminine independence
compel women to continue in marital relation-
ships. This conflictual relationship continues until
Mami leaves for New York,hoping to settle fi-
nancially and in search of a new life. Mami con-
stantly argues with Papi about unfaithfulness,
frequent absence, and spending his hard-earned
money on other women to satisfy his pleasure.
“Now you’re worried about the children. Why
is it that you don’t even think about them when
it’s less convenient? When you’re partying with
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your women and your barroom buddies”(13).
Negi develops a negative opinion of men as
she understands her mother’s plight and real-
izes her father’s affairs with other women.

“Men, [ was learning, wasSinverguenzas,
which meant they had no shame and indulged
in behavior that never failed to surprise women
but caused them much suffering. Chief among
the sins of men was the other woman, who was
always a puta, a whore” (17).

Men have fewer restrictions placed on them
by society. “Papi left one day and didn’t return
that night. For the next three days, he didn’t
appear today”’(18). Mami would prepare din-
ner for him, but he wouldn’t appear for weeks.
Negi has become aware of Papi’s on-again,
off-again relationship with Mami. Men in Puerto
Rican society consider women as objects for
whom they are seeking sexual pleasure. They
aren’t involved in the care of children and their
primary duty is to feed the family. Women are
passive and subordinate to men. The woman is
typically obedient to the man’s desires in the
home. “In Puerto Rico...the masculine ideol-
ogy stresses sexuality. The male is an essen-
tially sexual being, or at least he should look
and act like one. He should enjoy his sexuality,
declare it, boast about it, feel proud of it, and
above all, show it” (Ramirez 44-45).Negi has
said that Pocaverguenzas take place in the
Jurutungoneighbourhood, where all the women
seduce all the men living in Macun. Negi feels
sorry for Mami’s plight as a woman. She feels
that it is better to remain Jamona, an unmarried
girl, than suffer silently from men’s suppression.
American experts visit Centro Comunal to give
some tips on health and hygiene. All mothers
gather there, except fathers. “There were no

fathers. Most of them worked seven days a
week, and anyway, children and food were
woman’s work’(34). It is evident from the
above extract that the children and house chores
for mothers and fathers are not at all involved
in childcare. The growth of offshoreindustry
created low paying jobs in garment factories
for women with little formal education. Mami
finds a thread cutter job in a factory to support
her family to rebuild their damaged house in
the hurricane, and she is soon promoted to a
sewing machine operator. “I got the message
that my mother was breaking a taboo I’d never
heard about”(63). Mami is the first person to
have a job in their barrio outside the house.
Women in the neighbourhood talk ill of her,
accuse her of being a prostitute for doing a job
in the factory, and they consider it a man’s duty
to aid the family financially. Awoman’s role is
to do household tasks and be confined to the
home. Negi hears neighbours’ insults, faces their
hate-filled looks, and asks, “Why, Mami? Why
is everyone so mean just because you have a
job?” “I pleaded one day after a schoolmate
said Mami was not getting her money from a
factory but from men in the city” (63). Mami
explains Puerto Rican traditional society and
tells her to ignore them as they are jealous.
Mami is a person who is confident and self-
reliant. Negi is compelled to step into the shoes
of her mother in her absence as she is the el-
dest of her siblings. Negi has become in charge
of seven younger siblings, and her parentification
makes Mami’s work easy.

Negi’s parents passed on to her good man-
ners and rules in the name of ““dignidad”’(dignity)
when she was allowed to go for the long walk
to and from school. Esmeralda pens down the
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experiences that she learned about social, cul-
tural, and accepted behavior from her parents,
teachers, and neighbors. She knows that soci-
ety has stereotypes about how women should
act and what their roles should be. “It meant
men could look at women any way they liked,
but women could never look at men directly,
only in sidelong glances, unless they were putas,
in which case they could do what they pleased
since people would talk about them anyway. It
meant you didn’t gossip, tattle, or tease”(17).
Men could say things to women, but women
could not say anything in return. The moral les-
son she was taught by society shows men’s
authority over women. Negi gets an answer
from her father that a woman who has never
married and is too old to get married is called a
jamona. Being Jamona in society is an insult.
Negi asks, “What do they call a man who never
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marries?” She gets an immediate answer from
the driver that he is “Lucky”’(46). Mami, vexed
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Conclusion :

Marital relationships and family interactions
are impacted by gender roles and stereotypes.
Some traces of machismo, the Spanish notion
of manhood, persist even today. Puerto Rican
women are still fighting against machismo and
femicide. Esmeralda explores patriarchal op-
pression, male aggressiveness, hypersexuality,
and subjugation in the novel. Papi has not in-
dulged in physical abuse with his wife, but he is
influenced by the male hegemonic environment.
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Abstract : devadasiswas a widespread and well-devel-

The word, devadasi means a woman, who
was enslaved for the service of some deity or
sacred object in the agamic temples of India.
They were unmarried temple servants, who had
been dedicated to temple deities as young
through some specific brahmanicalrites, which
usually resembled the ‘Hindu’ marriage cer-
emonies. The devadasisystem was an integral
part of the religious services in the temple insti-
tution. The dedication of women to temples as
devadasiswas a widespread and well-devel-
oped practice in many parts of India as well as
Assam.However, the practice of the devadasi
system in Assam was not given much
importance.In this context, this particular pa-
per is trying to study the different historical
records such as copper plate inscriptions,
coins, foreign accounts and religious texts,
which provide valuable information about the
devadasisystem in medieval India with special
reference to Assam.

Keywords : Devadasi, Historical Sources,
Medieval Assam, Temple.

Introduction :

The devadasi system was one of the im-
portant cultural elements of medieval India. The
primary identity of devadasi was their asso-
ciation with the temple institution and they were
an integral part of the religious services in the
temple. The dedication of women to temples as

oped practice in many parts of India as well as
in Assam.According to historian A.K. Singh,
the practice began and developed in India dur-
ing the early medieval period.' Throughout the
long history of temple institutions, ritual danc-
ing by devadasis was a part of sacred service.In
Assam, devadasis were significant functionar-
ies in the “Hindu’ societies who were extraor-
dinarily connected with temple institutions. The
devadasisystem of Assam was an essential part
of an ancient socio-religious and cultural prac-
tice. Archaeological evidence provided a great
deal of information about the devadasisystem.
In this context, this particular paper” is trying to
study the different historicalrecords such as
copper plate inscriptions, coins, foreign ac-
counts and religious texts, which provide valu-
able information about the devadasi system in
medieval India with special reference to Assam.

Devadasiand their Social status :
Devadasi was a woman, who was dedi-
cated and attached to any specific deity or sa-
cred object of brahmanical temples of medi-
eval India.’In general, the word was a feminine
form of deva-dasa, a man who is enslaved for
the service of a deity.*The ethnographer, Saskia
C. Kersenboom-Story, mentioned that the
word devadasi is a sanskritized form of the
Tamil word devaradiyar.’ The young girls were
dedicated to temple deities through some spe-
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cific brahmanical rites, which usually resembled
the ‘Hindu’ marriage ceremonies.‘The ‘divine’
marriages of the temple girls eternally
freeingthem from the so-called inauspicious
widowhood. Therefore, Saskia C. Kersen-
boom - Story referred to devadasi as
nityasumangali.” An anthropologist,
Frederique ApffelMarglin, considered
devadasis as a very specialized, unusual group
of women and one who acted as the harbin-
gers of auspiciousness to a state and society.®

Devadasis were important ritual function-
aries in the temple institution. Colonial ethnog-
rapher, Edgar Thurston, described devadasis
as dasisor deva-dasisare dancing girls attached
to the Tamil temples, who subsist by dancing
and music.’Historian Leslie C. Orr stated that
they were having some kind of regular service
function in a temple.'’Saskia C. Kersenboom-
Story also pointed out that devadasi was a very
expressive semiotic unit signifying the mythical-
ascetic-cum-ritual object residing in the collec-
tive consciousness of ‘Hindu’ tradition.'' The
veteran scholar, Venkatramaiah, said that some
women were employed in temples as workers
and those well versed in dance and music, and
would dance and sing in the temples on certain
specific occasions.'?Edgar Thurston mentioned
that the devadasi was practised ‘the oldest
profession in the world’, i.e., prostitution.'?
Leslie C. Orr stated that the devadasi may or
may not be a prostitute or dancer and their pri-
mary social identity is defined with reference to
a temple.'*Venkatramaiah said that they were
not harlots or prostitutes. They were spinsters
who had the option of leaving the temple ser-
vice and marrying if they so desired.'

Oral sources on Devadasi :

Oral sources never failed to provide details
about the character of devadasi and their so-
cial status. There were many Indian proverbs,
directly and indirectly, referred to devadasi.
Those proverbs reflected the public consensus
on the general status of the devadasi system.
A proverb in Tamil, the varadiyalirunthua-
ththalseththalkottumelam, thevadiya-
Iseththalonrumillai meant that if the dancing
girl is alive, and her mother dies, there will be
beating of drums; but if the dancing girl dies,
there will be no such display,which meant that
to get the favour of the dancing girl, many men
would attend her mother’s funeral; but if the
dancing girl herself dies, there will be nothing
gained by attending her funeral. It also meant
that a devadasi s property remained with her
family only as long as she lived, and her death
usually left the house without a single penny.'®

Another proverb, kozhukkattai-
kkuthalaiyumillai, kooththadich-chikku-
muraiyumillai meant that the round cake has
no point like a dancing girl does not have any
ethics in their life.'”” In the same way,
siraichchalaikku-azhakillaithevadiyalukku-
muraiyillai referred to prison as no beauty and
a dancing girl does not regard the ties of
relationship'®Thelukkukodukkilevisam, the
vadiyalukkuudampilevisam, unakkosarva-
nkamvisam, which meant scorpions have poi-
son in their tail, harlots in their body, but as to
youand your whole body is poison. '’

Some proverbs detail the poverty of
devadasi girls.Kovilsorrukkukumattina-
thevadiyal, kadichchorrukku-karanam-
podukiral meant the dancing girl who was for-
merly more than filled with good food in the
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temple, now turns a somersault to get a poor
man’s rice.”’ Orukkuoru the vadiyalyaruk
kendruaduval referred to the village as having
only one dancing girl; for whom is she to dance?
(As all want her services, she is not only in
doubt about where to go, but also suffers from
being overworked).*' Adamattathathevadiyal
koodam pothathuenralam pointed to the
dancing girl, who could not dance, and said that
the hall was not big enough.??Than
pathiniyanal, thevadiyalthervilumkudiyiru
kkalam stated if a matron is chaste, she may
live in the street of dancing-girls.?

Epigraphical evidenceon Devadasisystem:

The study of inscriptions provided informa-
tion about the devadasi. It helped to situate
devadasi within the particular historical con-
text of medieval India. From the eleventh cen-
tury C.E. onwards, the inscriptions that dealt
with devadasiwere available in every part of
the Indian subcontinent. In general, the inscrip-
tions were engraved on rocks, boulders, the
walls of temples, pillars and loose slabs.Some
of the inscriptions are unfortunately buried un-
der earth and hundreds of inscriptions are en-
graved on copper and silver plates.* The
epigraphical evidence detailed the social status
of devadasi women.The recorded gifts ex-
plained the charitable activities of devadasis.
Usually, devadasis made different endowments
such as lands, lambs, sheep, cows, gold, jew-
els, and other ornaments tothe temple*and
other public charities. The sources highligh-
tedthe role of the temple and the dancing girls
in early medieval, medieval and even later pe-
riods. The earliest epigraphical reference to
devadasioccurred in the reign of the Pallava
king,NandivarmaPallavamalla (731-796

C.E.).* The inscriptions were published in the
series of South Indian Inscriptions (S.1.1.),
thelnscriptions of Pudukkottai State (P.S.1),
South Indian Temple Inscriptions (S.1.T.1.),
Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy
(A.R.LE.), Travancore Archaeological Series
(TA.S.), Epigraphicalndica, etc.

Historical fragments of evidence are not
adequate regarding thedevadasisystem of
Assam. However, various historical documents,
including copper plate inscriptions, coins, for-
eign accounts and religious texts provided some
valuable information about the devadasi sys-
tem ofAssam.?’’The dance performances
ofdevadasis were regularly performed in
thetemples of Da-Parvatiya, Hatakasulin,
Negheriting, Parihareswara,Biswanatha,
Umananda, Hayagriva-Madhava and
Kamakhya in Assam from the ancienttime on-
wards.

The copper plate inscriptions found in vari-
ous parts of Assam provide some valuable in-
formation about the existence of the devadasi
system in the temples of Assam.A total of one
hundred eighty-two copper plates and stone
inscriptions have been discovered, detailing
various subjects and issued by various kings of
ancient Kamarupa and later-day Assam. These
inscriptional records were written either in San-
skrit or in the Assamese language. The copper
plate inscription issued by king Vanamala (832-
855 C.E.) at Tezpur depicts the king’s dona-
tion of elephants, attendants and daluhangana
to the Hatakasulin Siva temple in Haruppesvara
(Presumably Tezpur of modern Assam)during
the rebuilding accomplished by him. This is
considered one of the oldest inscriptions in
Assam, which mentioned devadasi.®
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The compound term, Daluhangana is de-
rived from the Austric languages. The two-com-
ponent parts of the word, Daluh and Angana,
stand respectively as, ‘temple’ or ‘religious in-
stitution’ and ‘women’. Thus, Daluhangana
signifiesa woman, one who was attached to the
temple.” The inscription further provides many
significant details on devadasi, such as the
beautification of devadasi by using various or-
naments. The young woman used to worn
kingkinisand holding the chamara or flywhisk
near the idol, etc.*°

A copper plate inscription ofRatna Pala
(920-960 C.E.),*BorgaonLipi’ (Bargaon In-
scription) explains many pertinent issues, includ-
ing the dancing of beautiful devadasi.’' The
Gachtal copper plate inscription of king
Gopaladeva (990-1015 C.E.) describes the
construction of many Siva temples as well as
the unrestricted sur-naris (female singers) or
nartakis (devadasis) of an ancient city called
‘Hadapyak’.*>An inscription (1685 C.E.) of the
Ahom king GadadharSingha recorded the dedi-
cation of Brahmans, Sudra employees and eight
devadasis to the Siva temple at Biswanath in
Sonitpur, along with other things.*

The colonial historian, Edward Gait, men-
tioned that the Ahom king of Siva Singha is-
sued forty-eight copper plate inscriptions re-
lated to various issues. Nineteen of these were
copper plate inscriptions on land grants that the
king issued.**An inscription of Siva Singha from
1738 C.E., mentioned the donation of many
things,such as land,paik(an adult male subject
of'the Ahom kingdom who is required to per-
form particular services for the state)and
gayana and bayana (singers and instrumen-
talist which may be included with devadasis),

ete., to the Parihareswara devalaya at Dubi.®
These are some important information found in
the various copper plate inscriptions. It sheds
some light on the devadasi system of Assam.

In general, numismatic evidence is consid-
ered as very important archaeological evi-
dence. It becomes very informative and sheds
some light on the devadasi system. Coins and
stamps were mostly issued during the dedica-
tion of devadasi to Saiva, Sakta and
Vaishnava temples in Assam. The prominent
medieval Assamese queen Phuleswariwas origi-
nally a temple dancer in the Negheriting Siva
temple at Devargaon. The Ahom Swargadeo™
Siva Singha, admired the beauty and character
of Phuleswari and got married. The king re-
named Phuleswari as Prathameswari.Further,
the king bestowed the title of Bar Raja (Chief
King, Phuleswari, Ambika, and Sarveswari, the
three queens of King Siva Singha, who were
given the title, who wielded sovereign authority
to rule the state, while their husband was un-
able to do so on astrological grounds). She
permitted the use of the royal umbrella®” and
issued coins and stamps bearing her name.*

Historian Edward Gait stated that coins and
stamps that were issued before 1726 C.E. only
carried the name of SwargadeoSiva Singha.
However, coins issued between 1726 C.E. and
1731 C.E. have names including both Swarga-
deo Siva Singha and Bar RajaPhuleswari. The
names of Swargadeo Siva Singha and Bar
RajaAmbikadevi appeared on coins minted
between 1732 C.E. and 1736 C.E., and the
names of Siva Singha and Sarveswari appeared
on coins made between 1741 C.E. and 1744
C.E.*These coins and stamps thus reveal that
a former devadasi or temple dancer such as
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Phuleswari, who possessed tremendous impe-
rial prestige, ascended to become Bar Raja of
the Ahom kingdom and engraved her name to-
gether with the Swargadeo on coins and
stumps.

The other historical remains, such as sculp-
tures and paintings, reflected the respective
societies and the elegance of devadasi women.
In general, the sculptures of the dancing girls
were depicted on the walls and towers of the
temples. For example, the paintings of the danc-
ing girls were depicted in the temples of
Kailasanatha (Kanchipuram),
Vaigunthaperumal (Kanchipuram), Vettuvarkoil
(Kalugumalai), Rajarajesvaram(Thanjavur),
Chittannavasal Cave (Pudukkottai), Tiruvarur
and Thiyagarajar temple.*’In addition to inscrip-
tions, the eighteenth-century C.E. Modi scripts
of Thanjavur Marathasare helpful inunder-
standing the life of devadasi of later medieval
India.*!

Foreign travelogues on the Devadasi sys-
tem :

The records of Arab, Chinese and Euro-
pean travellers provided the most illuminating
information on the temple women of India. Huan
Tsang (c. seventh century C.E.), Abu Zaid al
Hasan (930 C.E.)Al-Beruni (1030 C.E.), Abdul
Razzak (1442-1445 C.E.),Chau-ju-Kua
(twelfth century C.E.), Marco Polo (1290
C.E.), Wasaf (fourteenth century C.E.),
IbnBatuta (fourteenth century C.E.), Durate
Barbosa (1504-1514 C.E.), Nicolo Conti (fif-
teenth century C.E.), Dominigo Paes (1520-
1522 C.E.) and FernaoNuniz(sixteenth century
C.E.)and Abbe Dubois (1799 C.E.) were no-
table travellers who recorded the institution of
devadasi.

The entry (643 C.E.)of the Chinese
traveler,Hiu-en-Tsang, into Kamarupa in the
seventh century C.E., on the request of the king
of the Varman dynasty,BhaskarVarman, is
clearly acknowledged in all the histories of
Assam. Hiu-en-Tsang’s travelogue on India,
‘Si-Yu-Ki’ mentioned that inhabitants in the
Kia-mo-lu-po (Kamarupa) worshipped many
gods and offered animal sacrifices to their idols.
In Kamarupa, there were more than a hundred
deva temples, and people from all communi-
ties participated in religious rituals in these
temples.* The majority of these temples were
dedicated to Lord Siva.In this context, it is im-
portant to mention that in Assam, the
devadasisystem was more popular in the Siva
temples such as Hatakasulin Siva temple,
Negheriting Siva temple, Parihareswara
Devalaya and Biswanath Siva temple. How-
ever, the Chinese traveller had not mentioned
the system, but it is assumed that the
devadasisystem was prevalent at that time also.
It is accepted that the system has been in
progress in the many temples of Assam inthe
remote past.

Al-Beruni stated that the institution of
devadasiwas started to degenerate as early as
the tenth toeleventh century C.E.** Another trav-
eller who had travelled extensively in India was
Abu Rayhan-Al-Biruni, who is popularly known
as Al-Biruni, and he left important information
about the devadasi system. He says that among
the ‘Hindu’ girls who danced, sang and per-
formed theatrical acts in temples, they did not
receive any sympathy or attention from Brah-
mans or priests when they were in need or no
longer able to perform. They were tolerated
during their youth as they provided entertain-
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ment, and it was for this reason and their role
as the attractions of the city, that the kings em-
ployed them.*

Minhaj-i-SirajJuzani, a court chronicler from
the thirteenth century C.E., has left some useful
information regarding the Turkish invasion of
Assam during the pre-Ahom period in his work
Tabakat-i-Nasiri. According to him, after be-
ing defeated in 1206 C.E., IbnBakhtiarKhilji’s
troops sought shelter in the Kedar temple at
Hajo.* During this time, the
devadasisystem was traditionally practised in
this temple as well as in those around it. Abdul
Razzak, aTurkish ambassador from Persia,
described that the prostitution of dancing girls
was a great source of revenue to the kingdom,
and out of the income of the dancing girls, the
entire upkeep of the police force was paid.*

Nicolo Conti (fifteenth century C.E.),
Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz (sixteenth
century C.E.) detailed the devadasi institution
of'the Vijayanagar period. Abbe Dubois (1799
C.E.) said that devadasiwasgranted their
favours to anyone demanding them, in return
for ready money. He further added that the
people perceived devadasi or the handmaid
of godas a prostitute.*’ The sixteenth century
C.E. missionary letters of Fr. Immanuel de Veiga
and Fr. Vicoalso detailed the devadasi sys-
tem.*

Carit-Puthiand the devadasisystem :
Usually, literature furnishes the primary data
for the study of devadasi. It throws light on
contemporary events and substantiates the in-
formation that was found in the inscriptions.
Personal writings such as ‘personal documents’
or ‘documents of life’, may include diaries, let-
ters, autobiographies, biographies, memoranda

and other materials.* The Carit-Puthi, which
includes biographical portraits of the Neo-
Vaishnava Gurus(saints) Sankaradeva and
Madhavadeva, also carried some valuable in-
formation about India’s social and cultural life
in general, as well as Assam’s in particular.Saint
Sankaradeva, the chief propagator of Neo-
Vaishnavism (Eksarana Nam Dharma), had
seen the performances of devadasi in the
Jagannath temple of Puri.The Katha-
Gurucaritamentions that aratiprasan
gahaldasi nacaiche; eter kunbin khasil,
gurujanehasya kaile; dekhitarasave bole
enelaghukaryatuttamlokehahanahaisaj (af-
ter the rituals, the devadasisbegan their per-
formances;>* during the dance, one of the
devadasis, kunbin an ornament used by
devadasis fell down; the Guru, Sankaradeva
smiled at this; when the other devotees noticed
this, they said it was not good for a man of
such morality to laugh at such small things).

In addition, the Carit-Puthi mentions
Madhavadeva’s visit to the HayagrivaMadhava
temple at Hajo, where he pleased the priests
and devadasiswith a reward for their hard work.
After taking a few rounds around the temple,
the saint turned downstream and arrived at
Hajo, where he attended performances on the
stage adjoining the temple. He gifted the priests
and devadasis with remuneration for their ef-

forts, and then he went to a site named
Cakrasila.’!

Conclusion :

Thedevadasi system was widely practised
asasocio-cultural and religious belief inmedieval
India as well as Assam. Thedevadasi system
was customarily connected with the temple
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institutions. The devadasi system had its growth
and development within the temple
institution.Related to the devadasisystem in
Assam, historical records are inadequate.
Though the sources are very scanty, with the
help of various historical documents such as the
different inscriptions, coins, accounts of foreign
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